


tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;Dd
8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf] ax'cfoflds hLjgL 

/ cfn]vx¿
From Taplejung to Oxford 

The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

Editors:
Dr Krishna P. Adhikari

Naresh Khapangi Magar
Lokendra Purush Dhakal

Centre for Nepal Studies UK
(with support from the Laksamba family)



Published in 2023 by 
Centre for Nepal Studies UK 
with support from Mrs Kalpana Laksamba and the Laksamba family

Distributed by the Laksamba family

© Centre for Nepal Studies UK (CNSUK) 2023
Texts & photographs © authors. 
All rights reserved. 
www.cnsuk.org.uk
cnsuk07@gmail.com 

This book is in copyright. No part of this book may be reproduced 
or utilised in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, recording or by any information storage 
or retrieval system, without permission from the author or the 
publisher. 

Layout and Design by Ramesh Dahal
Printed in Nepal.



Contents

	 Preface		  xi

	 Contributors		  xiv

1 	 Introduction: Remembering a Remarkable Gentleman  
	 Krishna P. Adhikari	 1

	 Part 1: Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba in Memories 
efu !M :d[ltdf 8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;Daf	 23-124

	 Section A:  Family Memories 
kfl/jfl/s :d[ltx¿		

@	 rfln; jif{sf] ;xofqf	 sNkgf nS;Daf	 25

#	 8f= rGb|M d]/f] ;Demgfdf lktf	 a;Gt nS;Daf	 31

$	 Ps a'afsf] ¿kdf rGb| 	 axf/ nS;Daf	 34

5	 To my Favourite Baje	 Greeshma Laksamba	 38

6	 My Shining Angel	 Amaya Laksamba	 39

&	 d]/f] bfh', d]/f] cleefjs 	 ;"o{ s'df/ nS;Daf	 40

*	 rGb|df h:t} rlDsnf] rGb| bfO	 df]xg sfªaf	 42

(	 xfd|f] s'nsf Ps rlDsnf] gIfqsf] cljZj;gLo a|DxnLg	  

	 8f= k"0f{ nS;d	 44

	 Section B: Political Activism 
/fhgLlts ;lqmotf 

!)	 :d[ltdf rGb| nS;Daf	 6+s sfsL{	 46

	 Section C: Academic, Research and Teaching 
k|fl1s, cg';Gwfg / lzIf0f		

!!	 ltdLnfO{ ;nfd Û ltdLnfO{ >4f~hln 

	 k|f= /d]z e§/fO{	 52

Page No.



!@	 :g]xL ldq :j= 8f= rGb| nS;DafnfO{ ;lDeFmbf	  

	 8f= lji0f' /fh pk|]tL	 59

13	 Chandra as my PhD Student and Friend	  
	 Prof. John Holford	 64

!$	 ;LPgP; o's]sf] :yfkgf / ljsf;df 8f= rGb| nS;Daf 	  

	 8f= uf]ljGbk|;fb bfxfn 

	 nf]s]Gb|k'?if 9sfn	 67

15	 Chandra Laksamba at CVQO	 Guy Horridge (OBE)	 72

16	 In memoriam, Chandra Laksamba, 1961–2021	  
	 Prof. David N. Gellner	 75

!&	 rGb| nS;Dafsf] hLjgult	 k|f= cle ;'j]bL	 78

!*	 c:tfPsf gIfqM 8f= rGb| nS;Daf	k|f= u0f]z dfg u'?ª	 83

!(	 rGb| nS;Daf, d / g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfno	  

	 8f= hLjg v8\sf	 87

@)	 nfx'/] ;/;Fusf] 5f]6f] z}lIfs ofqf	czf]ss'df/ clwsf/L	 91

@!	 rGb|df / rGb| ;/	 cf]ds'df/ >]i7	 97

@@	 ;kgfx¿ lhpFb} 5g\	 8f= ;ª\uLtf >]i7 …:j]R5fÚ	 99

	 Section D:  Gurkha Soldier and Rights Activist 	  
uf]vf{ nfx'/] / clwsf/sdL{		

@#	 ;Demgfdf 8f= rGb| nS;Daf	 hLt u'?ª	 101

24	 Chandra: A Gurkha Soldier and Campaigner 
	 Maj (retd.) Tikendra Dal 		
	 Dewan, JP	 105

25	 Chandra Laksamba: A Campaigner for Gurkha Rights 	  
	 Gyan Sherchan	 107



	 Section E:  Diverse professional dimensions and civic 
participation 
ax'cfoflds k];fut kIf / gful/s ;xeflutf	

@^	 Pgcf/Pgsf rGb| nS;Daf	 8f= s[i0f pkfWofo	 109

@&	 ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf ;+:yfks ;b:o rGb|	  

	 ljho k|sfz y]j]	 112

@*	 Ps k|fl1s cleefjssf] ;Ddfg / ;Demgfdf 

	 u0f]z Ohd	 114

@(	 8f= rGb| nS;DafM c Dofg ljy c Jo"6Lkm"n ;f]n	  

	 d] -l/=_ e'jfgL kGwfs	 118

#)	 :d[ltdf 8f= nS;Daf	 gjLg kf]v/]n	 122

	 PART II : Selected Writings of Dr Chandra Laksamba 
efu @ M 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf s]xL 5flgPsf cfn]vx¿	 125-366

	 Section F:  UK Nepali Diaspora, Culture and Mobility 	  
o's] g]kfnL 8fo:kf]/f, ;+:s[lt / ultzLntf	

31	 Counting Ourselves: CNSUK's 2008  
Survey of Nepalis in the UK 	 Dr Krishna Pd Adhikari  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 127

32	 Education and Employment	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 
	 Lokendra P. Dhakal 
	 Prof. John Holford	 156

33	 Social Mobility of Nepalis in the UK: A Case Study of  
Fairfax Road, Farnborough	  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 
	 Dr Krishna P. Adhikari 
 	 Lokendra P. Dhakal	 177

34	 Education, Employment and Social Mobility of Nepali  
Doctors, Nurses and their Children in the UK	  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 185



35	 Shrines and Identities in the Britain's Nepali Diaspora	  
	 Prof. David N. Gellner 
	 Prof. Sondra L. Hausner  
	 Dr Chandra Laksamba 
	 Dr Krishna P. Adhikari	 190

#^	 bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] Joj:yf 	 8f= rGb| s'= nS;Daf	 224

37	 The Limbus in the UK 	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 229

	 Section G:  Gurkha Rights Campaigns in the UK 
a]nfotdf rn]sf uf]vf{ clwsf/sf cleofgx¿	

38	 Battlefields to Civvy Street: Gurkhas' Struggles in Britain	  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 247

39	 Why Gurkhas Deserve Compensation?	  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 
	 Dr Krishna P. Adhikari	 269

40	 Defeating the Undefeated	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba  
	 Dr Krishna K. Adhikari	 273

41	 Forwarding Equal Footing	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 277

$@	 pTsif{df uf]vf{ cfGbf]ng	 8f= s[i0f k|= clwsf/L 

	 8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;Daf	 280

	 Section H:  Education and Politics in Nepal 
g]kfndf lzIff / /fhgLlt	

43	 Hybridity in Nepalese English	 Shankar Dewan 
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 284

44	 Effectiveness of Facebook- Integrated Instructional Method  
in Improving Learners' English Reading Proficiency	  
	 Keshab Kumar Sijali 
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 	 301

45	 An Anthropological Study of the Role of Maoist  
Insurgency in the Creation of Federal Nepal	  
	 Dr Chandra K. Laksamba	 314

$^	 dfcf]jfbL ;]gfsf] Joj:yfkg	 8f= rGb| nS;Daf	 335



	 Bibliography		  340

	 Appendices		
	 kl/lzi6	

1.	 A Selection of Condolence Messages 	 367

	 Message from Dr Durga Bahadur Subedi, then Nepali  
Ambassador to the UK		  368

	 Message from Professor Surya Prasad Subedi, OBE. 	 369

	 Message from Deepak Thapa, Director  
Social Science Baha		  370

	 Message from Nepal Studies Team, Cambridge  
International 		  371

	 Message from Capt. (Retd.) Bishnu Prasad Shrestha	 373

	 Poster of the Memorial Service Organised  
by the CNSUK on 27 February 2021.	 375

2	 Life of Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba in Photos	 377

List of Tables, Figures and Plates  List of Tables

Table 31.1: 	 Comparison of the England and Wales Census  
2011 and CNSUK Survey 2008 	 136

Table 32.1: 	 Training and qualification of Nepalis in the UK	 161

Table 32.2: 	 Labour market indicators of Nepalis in the UK	 162

Table 32.3: 	 Comparison of categories of training and qualifications  
with type of occupations among Nepalis in the UK 	 166

Table 32.4: 	 List of trade business and self-employment  
entities run by Nepalis in the UK	 168

Table 33.1: 	 Education and employment of  
second-generation Nepalis 	 180

Table 33.2: 	 Currently pursuing higher education 	 182

Table 35.1: 	 Major castes and ethnic groups of Nepal	 197



Table 35.2: 	 Ethnic/caste breakdown of Nepalese populations  
in different contexts	 198

Table 35.3: 	 The religious breakdown of Nepal according to the  
decennial censuses	 200

Table 35.4: 	 Religious affiliation in Nepal and the UK compared	 201

Table 35.5: 	 Religious affiliation by ethnicity (VR survey, 2010, 
percentages: religion as given after reading out a list of 
prompts)	 216

Table 35. 6: 	Kinds of relationship between religious identification  
and shrine practice	 217

Table 44.1: 	 Two groups' pre-test scores related to reading skills.	 308

Table 44.2: 	 Comparison of pre-test score in terms of different  
reading skills	 309

Table 44.3: 	 Two groups' pre and post test scores related to  
reading skills	 309

Table 44.4: 	 Comparison of the two groups' pre and post-test  
scores related to reading skills	 310

Table 44.5: 	 Comparison of achievement score of reading skills	 311

Table 44.6: 	 Overall comparison of reading skills	 311

List of Figures

Figure 31.1: 	Two samples and an estimate in the 2008 CNS UK  
survey of UK Nepalis.	 135

Figure 31.2: 	Nepali population by ethnicity, comparing the UK  
and Nepal	 141

Figure 31.3: Former Nepali nationals as British citizens.	 145

Figure 32.1: Education levels of Nepalis in the UK 	 158

Figure 32.2: Educational qualification of Nepalis in the UK by  
sub-ethnicity 	 160

Figure 32.3:	Employment of Nepalis in the UK by professional  
levels and types (of active age and in-employment)	 164

Figure 32.4:	Satisfied with job 	 170



Figure 37.1.	Nepali population in the UK and Nepal by ethnicity	 235

Figure 37.2:	Educational qualifications of Nepalis in the UK by  
sub-ethnicity	 243

Figure 44.1:	A sample of reading activity performed in  
Facebook group.	 306

List of Plates

Kn]6 @(=!M 	 rGb| nS;Daf / e'jfgL kGwfs, tfKn]h'ªdf c:ktfn ejg  
pb3f6gdf . -kmf]6f] sNkgf nS;Daf, !( k|m]a'c/L @)!^_ 	 121

Plate 31.1: 	 Mayor Tim Dodds and Nepali residents of Surrey Heath	 147

Plate 35.1: 	 The elaborate Tibetan Buddhist shrine of Tirtha Ghale,  
Lamaist priest.	 206

Plate 35.2: 	 Shrine of Sabdi Guru (Satyahang priest), Ram Kumar  
Thebe, which is elaborate by the standards of Kirati religion.	 206

Plate 35.3: 	 Simple Hindu shrine owned by Khon Bahadur and Chet  
Kumari Rana Magar and family (Hindu), shown in Plate 35.4	 207

Plate 35.4: 	 Khon Bahadur and Chet Kumari Rana Magar and family	 207

Plate 35.5: 	 Simple Hindu shrine in the house of Dinesh Khadka (a Chhetri)	 207

Plate 35.6: 	 A simple Sherpa Buddhist shrine belonging to  
Phurlamu and Nim Tenzing Sherpa (Plate 35.7)	 208

Plate 35.7: 	 Phurlamu and Nim Tenzing Sherpa and family.	 208

Plate 35.8: 	 A Bon ‘shrine’ belonging to Amar Tamu (Gurung)	 208

Plate 35.9: 	 A simple Satyahang shrine with photographs of  
Guru Phalgunanda and the parents of the owner, Jamin Limbu	 209

Plate 35.10: 	 A Limbu couple, Subarna and Nanda Shobha Limbu,  
with no shrine: he is a traditionalist Kirati religion  
adherent.	 209

Plate 35.11: 	 The home shrine of Karna Bahadur and Krishna  
Kumari Rai (shown in Plate 35.12).	 210

Plate 35.12: 	 Karna Bahadur and Krishna Kumari Rai, who  
claim Kirati religion but evidently practise in a Hindu mode	 210

Plate 35.13: 	 Home shrine of Mrs Kedar Sunuwar	 210



Plate 35.14: 	 Mrs Kedar Sunuwar, who claimed a triple religious identity:  
Kirat-Buddhist-Hindu.	 211

Plate 35.15: 	 Home shrine of Dharma Raj and Savitri Sunuwar.  
(Note the more minimalist style of the shrine.)	 211

Plate 35.16: 	 Dharma Raj and Savitri Sunuwar, who also claimed a  
triple identity as Kirat-Buddhist-Hindu.	 212

Plates 35.17 and 35.18 show the shrine and Buddhist images next to  
it of Surje and Pavitra Gurung.	 212

Plate 35.19: 	 Surje and Pavitra Gurung; Surje claims Buddhism as his census 
category, but accepts that his practice is Hindu-Buddhist.	 213

Plates 35.20:	 The shrine and pictures of Nepaldhan Rai (a Roman Catholic), 
whose wife Bhagawati is a Hindu devotee of Sai Baba.	 213

Plates 35.21 : The shrine and pictures of Nepaldhan Rai (a Roman Catholic), 
whose wife Bhagawati is a Hindu devotee of Sai Baba.	 214

Plate 35.22: 	 Bhagawati Rai, a devotee of Sai Baba.	 214

Plate 37.1: 	 Scan of the minutes of the KYCUK's meeting in Salisbury  
on 2 Aug 2003.	 236

Plate 37.2: 	 KYCUK gathering at Chicken Ken's farmhouse in  
Salisbury, 2 Aug. 2003. 	 236

Plate 37.3: 	 KYCUK in 2016	 237

Plate 37.4: 	 Hakpare Samlo competition: 2011 Sisekpa Tangnam, Ashford	 239

Plate 37.5: 	 Land earmarked for the proposed Limbuwan University, 
Menchhyandhap, Guppha Pokhari. 	 241

Plate 37.6: 	 Yalambar Cup 2016	 245

Plate 45.1: 	 Collection of Himal Khabarpatrika and Mulyankan magazines	 320

Plate 45.2: 	 A dead body of forgotten Maoist fighter on the  
footrest of a rickshaw	 333



xi

Preface

Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba passed away on the 26th of January 
2021 at the age of 59. This was both unexpected and untimely. He 
still had many important dreams to pursue. Despite this, he had 
enormous achievements to his credit already. This book is an effort 
to bring together events and achievements of his life as remembered 
by the people who were closely associated with him at one or other 
period. 

	 This publication may be seen as part of a growing tradition 
in Nepal to record and publish memorial volumes, known as smriti 
grantha. These memories help celebrate the life and significant 
contributions of individuals to their communities and beyond. 
These collected memories serve a special function of creating and 
preserving people’s life histories. 

	 Memorial books, which bring together offerings from 
numerous contributors, by their nature are bound to have a lot of 
repetition in contents, and to lack standardisation. Claims made in 
individual accounts are taken as given; their veracity is frequently 
difficult to verify. We have tried to limit repetition by being selective 
in the authors of the book, but we must note that we had to be flexible 
in order not to omit any significant person in Chandra’s life.

 	 One important aspect of this book is that the collection 
of memories makes up only half the contents of the book. The 
second half is a collection of his own writings, which represent 
his contributions, views and theories on various issues concerning 
Nepali society. Leaving four books and reports aside (Laksamba, 
2005; Laksamba et. al, 2013 and 2019; and CNSUK, 2019), we have 
reproduced all his major works (including co-authored), written 
both for academic and for general purposes. 

	 The book includes contents written in both Nepali and 
English. Our aim has been to present the memories in Nepali  so far 
as was practicable. This is to make the content accessible to Nepali 



xii

language readers, who cared for Chandra, so they could understand 
various aspects and perspectives of his life as experienced by 
different individuals. Other pieces, mostly written by non-Nepali 
friends and colleagues, are in English. Chandra’s own writings are 
also primarily in English. The introduction chapter, which is an 
adaptation of an obituary originally written in Nepali by Dr Krishna 
P. Adhikari in January 2021, is here expanded in English capturing 
the different dimensions of Chandra’s life and his writings. The 
purpose is to provide a comprehensive summary of his life to non-
Nepali readers.

 	 We are grateful to various publishers and co-authors for 
their permission to reproduce Chandra’s published works. Many of 
Chandra’s papers (including co-authored papers) collected here were 
written at different times, based on data collected through different 
projects. No attempt has been made to update them here. We have 
corrected only minor errors. However, since a version of each 
paper was originally published in a different format (book chapter, 
journal paper or media essay) under different publishers, papers 
in this volume carried a variety of styles (particularly the citation 
and referencing). We have attempted to adapt them to a uniform 
format as a single document. There has been some complications 
in the citation and referencing of Chapter 45 due to issues with the 
original publication. We have applied British spellings to all English 
texts, and have attempted to follow the Nepal Academy’s latest 
guidance with regards to the Nepali texts. Since there is an elaborate 
classification of the contents in the Table of Contents, we have not 
produced a separate index.

	 We would like to thank all the contributors to this volume for 
taking the time to reflect and share their memories and experiences. 
This publication is an outcome of the collaboration between 
CNSUK and the Laksamba family. CNSUK would like to extend its 
deep gratitude to the family, namely, Kalpana Laksamba (Chandra’s 
wife), Basanta Laksamba (Chandra’s son), Yojana Gurung Laksamba 
(Chandra’s daughter-in-law), and Bahar Laksamba (Chandra’s son), 
who not only penned down their memories, but also helped identify 
and follow up with the contributors and helped in checking the work. 
It is due to this collaborative effort that we have been able to produce 
this publication in a fairly short period of time. We would like to put 
on record that the publication of the book has been possible through 



xiii

the financial support received from the Laksamba family. 

	 At the CNSUK, Dr Krishna P. Adhikari provided editorial 
leadership, with Lokendra Purush Dhakal offering managerial and 
administrative support and Naresh Khapangi Magar providing 
editorial assistance, particularly taking care of the Nepali contents. 
The Laksamba Family read the contents and offered feedback and 
comments. Prabhat Kiran Adhikari read the English sections and 
helped correct errors. Also we would like to extend our gratitude to 
Prof. David Gellner for advice and comments. The editorial team 
takes responsibility for any errors and omissions that remain. We 
look forward to comments and feedback from our esteemed readers 
in the days to come. 

Editors

Dr Krishna Adhikari
Naresh Khapangi Magar
Lokendra Purush Dhakal

26 January 2023 
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Introduction: 	Remembering a 			 
Remarkable Gentleman  

Krishna P. Adhikari

This publication From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional 
Life and Writings of Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba is an effort 
to introduce and remember a remarkable man who originated in 
Taplejung, a mountain district in Eastern Nepal. In doing so we 
attempt to bring together memories treasured by Chandrajee's 
family, friends and colleagues and reproduce his selected writings. 
These materials collectively exhibit his life events and also his 
perspectives in understanding and analysing the Nepali society. To 
introduce the book, I reprint a translated and expanded version of 
the obituary ('Dr Chandra Laksamba in my memory: A resolute, 
multi-faceted personality') which I wrote on 26 January 2021 and 
published in onlinekhabar.com. Chandrajee lived a significant part 
of his life in both Nepali- and English-speaking contexts, which is 
mirrored in the contents of this book too. As such, there will be users 
of the book who can read only one or other of the languages. Most 
of the memories collected in this book are in Nepali. However, this 
chapter aims to offer a comprehensive summary in English for the 
benefit of non-Nepali speakers. The second section of the chapter 
outlines the organisation of the book. 

OBITUARY: Dr Chandra Laksamba in my memory: A 
resolute, multi-faceted personality
The shocking last few days

In the last few weeks (Dec 2020, Jan 2021), I had been chatting 
with Chandrajee (Dr  Chandra Kumar Laksamba; for simplicity, 
I call him Chandra hereinafter) almost every day.  The topics of 

1



2 From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

our conversation would vary randomly, touching upon different 
subjects of common interest. Sometimes we talked about the Centre 
for Nepal Studies UK (CNSUK), the institution that we founded 
together some 15 years ago, and at other times about Nepal Open 
University (NOU), the institution in which he had been teaching 
for the past couple of years. We would talk about the well-being 
of our families and mutual friends and would rarely forget to 
discuss political developments in Nepal. Various aspects of the UK 
Nepali community, particularly, news and events related to culture, 
migration, (ex-) Gurkhas, education, professional and economic 
progress, social mobility, conflicts, Covid-19, and government 
policies also regularly featured in our chats. 

	 In 2019, Chandra shifted to Nepal. His move was daring, 
but not necessarily surprising: daring, because many people who 
have settled in the UK (or other advanced countries) often express 
such a desire to return to homeland but only a few act on it. It is not 
surprising because it was a part of his long-held plan. For reasons that 
I will allude to below, he had two obvious fields in Nepal to choose 
from: politics or academia. He chose the latter. As part of this plan, 
in 2018, he started teaching online at the NOU. His fascination for 
serving Nepal and pursuing a teaching career there was continuously 
growing. Eventually, with the determination to serve the country for 
the rest of his life, he decided to leave behind everything in the UK 
and to make a fresh start. In the UK he had a rewarding job, property, 
and much-loved family (including grandchildren). To make such 
a permanent move at this stage (in his late fifties) was one of the 
biggest decisions to make, and one that he did not take lightly. His 
wife Kalpana and younger son Bahar also followed him. He bought 
a house in Sunakothi, Lalitpur, which was not too far to commute to 
his university office in Jawalakhel. 

	 In February 2020, Chandra and his wife returned to the 
UK to visit their family: the older son, Basanta, daughter-in-law, 
Yojana, and grandchildren, Greeshma and Amaya. At almost the 
same time I left for Nepal to carry out fieldwork. So we missed 
each other. The Wuhan (China) originated '2019 novel coronavirus', 
later named Covid-19, travelled across international borders faster 
than expected. It quickly took the form of a global pandemic. This 
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triggered stringent responses from governments across the globe, 
including frequent lockdowns and travel bans. We got stuck in our 
respective places: Chandra in the UK and I in Nepal. I eventually 
managed to come to the UK in August 2021 although regular 
flights to Nepal were still not allowed. A series of lockdowns, 
either in Nepal or the UK, forced him to change his flight booking 
to Nepal several times. Eventually, he was ready to leave for good 
on the 6th of January 2021. He was not vaccinated yet because the 
UK government vaccination programme was only rolled out in 
December 2020 and he was not yet in the priority group. Hence, 
there was no requirement by then to show any vaccination proof for 
international travel. Unfortunately, around that time, a new variant 
of Covid-19 named Omicron was spotted in the UK and the Nepal 
government, in its turn, banned all flights from the UK. This again 
compelled him to remain in the UK. The next flight was planned for 
February, to which he was keenly looking forward. In the meantime, 
he continued teaching his students and performing administrative 
roles online.

	 In the morning of the 2nd January, Chandra called me 
unexpectedly, asking for a favour. He said, “Tomorrow I am 
planning to organise a proposal defence programme for two of my 
MPhil students. May I ask you to become an external examiner?” 
To persuade me, he added, “Since you are from Oxford, what you 
would do could help us set up a system too.” He informed me 
that the current system in place was too harsh and students were 
receiving insufficient encouragement and constructive feedback for 
improvement. I was working to a deadline to read and submit proofs 
of a book chapter. As usual, he was very persistent. We negotiated 
a middle way to organise the examinations, one at a time, and they 
were done on the 3rd and 4th January. He was grateful and conveyed 
me this feedback: “The students were excited, as was the Dean Sir 
(Prof. Ramchandra Poudel), who has also promised to adopt this as 
a model procedure.”

	 Chandra was acting as the MPhil Social Sciences (comprising 
of sociology, political science and economics) course coordinator 
and teaching MPhil students at the NOU. It was perfectly possible 
for him to furnish his duties online. Protracted lockdowns had hugely 
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disrupted many educational institutions across the world. However, 
as I assume, it was not necessarily so much disruption for the NOU. 
I guess, unlike other institutions, the NOU did not require a big 
transition as they had already been relying on an online platform 
(though they might have taken the benefit of more efficient online 
platforms that emerged later). In 2019, when he asked me to engage 
with his students online, there were students from different parts 
of the country, even from remote hills, attending the class. I was 
impressed to see the online system working fairly well. The only 
difficulty teaching his students from the UK was that he had to work 
at odd hours due to the time difference between Nepal and the UK 
and classes in Nepal would take place mostly in the evening. Seeing 
him extremely busy all the time, in one early January WhatsApp 
call, I asked him, “Why are you keeping yourself so busy, even 
after working for so many years and retiring with two pensions?” 
He replied, “Yes, perhaps I will soon pack up everything and retire 
independently to my own native village (Kunjari in Taplejung).”

	 On the 8th January, CNSUK organised a Zoom meeting. The 
meeting was convened to discuss the role CNSUK was expected 
to play in the 21st March Census in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. The meeting also appointed Naresh Khapangi Magar 
as a Research Associate to represent the CNSUK in the census 
campaigns, and to carry out other research activities. On behalf of 
the CNSUK, Chandra and I had organised a special campaign in the 
Nepali community during the 2011 UK census. This organisational 
speciality and legacy had to be continued. However, this time, 
he was too busy teaching in Nepal and his focus had also largely 
shifted. Hence, he said, “I will only listen to the discussion, and 
speak when I feel necessary [in the meeting].” Chandra had liaised 
with the Gurkha Army Ex-Servicemen Organisation (GAESO) 
for the publication of the Nepali version of the CNSUK's Gurkha 
pension policy book.  He updated the meeting that only £500 of 
the £4,000 contracted amount had been received from GAESO. 
The idea was to use the proceeds from the sale of the book towards 
creating an endowment fund for the CNSUK's Motilal Singh Masters 
Dissertation Scholarship in Nepal. The scholarship scheme had 
begun in 2017 and was becoming irregular due to funding problems.
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	 The other point we discussed was the planned publication 
of the Journal of Global Nepali Diaspora, in which Chandra was 
originally engaged. We agreed that Covid-19 travel restrictions meant 
that we had an opportunity to resume and conclude this unfinished 
work.  He was very excited about this project. We agreed to write a 
joint paper on the lives of the elderly Gurkhas based on the SSAFA 
(Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen's Family Association) commissioned 
study carried out in 2019. He agreed to do the groundwork. It was 
decided to hold a Zoom meeting on 18th January to review progress.

	 In the morning of the 17th January, I received a WhatsApp 
text message from Chandra. It said: “Dear Krishnajee good 
morning.  Sorry, not able to answer your call.  Besides, I do 
apologise for this week's programme.  Please convey my apology 
to Lokendrajee, and other CNSUK's friends as well.  For your 
information, I am in Frimley Park Hospital. I am doing well. Best 
Chandra.”

	 He had been at home the previous time when I spoke to 
him.  At that time, unfortunately, all the family members had 
Covid-19. He was coughing. When I enquired how he was, he said, 
“Everything else is fine, but I do not find energy. I need to stop and 
take a rest even on my way to the toilet and back.” He looked very 
tired. It was concerning to think that even whilst working at home 
all the time, he had caught Covid-19. 

	 Covid-19 and the Nepali community had been a regular 
subject of our chats since early 2020. In April 2020 while I was still 
in Nepal, Chandra was in the UK. Until then, as we understood, 
the Nepali community in the UK on the face of it had not been 
affected by the Covid-19 to the extent that other communities had. 
However, this was to change later.  He had told me that the UK 
Nepali community would benefit for their special physical and 
mental properties rooted in their upbringing in harsh mountains 
and in difficult circumstances. He believed they inherited the 
ability to endure hardship. At that time this was a widely shared 
hypothesis. The situation changed slowly, and there were reports 
of disproportionate suffering of ethnic minority communities, 
particularly the South Asians. Nepali news portals carried frequent 
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reports of deaths in the UK Nepali community. The elderly Gurkha 
group was thought to be more vulnerable. On one occasion later, we 
did a mental mapping of the reported death incidences in the Nepali 
community. We concluded that the death rate among Nepalis was 
still not greater than the overall UK average. As early as December 
(2020), we had also seriously reviewed the situation of Covid-19 
pandemic in Nepal. 

	 On 20th January 2021, Chandra called me on WhatsApp from 
his bed at Frimley Park Hospital. On my point about the Covid-19 
attacking even strong a person (a healthy retired soldier) like him, he 
replied, “Oh, yes, one needs a lot of strength. I realise how much this 
bug drains your energy. I tried breathing without being on additional 
oxygen, but it did not work. Otherwise, things are going well. I will 
probably go home on Saturday (23rd).” We continued to have brief 
conversations. Despite frail health, it appeared that he was in touch 
with his students and facilitating them. In one call, he informed me 
that his students were keenly awaiting for detailed comments from 
me on their MPhil transfer assessments. 

After this, it became hard to get hold of Chandra and I relied on 
his family for updates.  On 25th January, Kalpana (bhauju, Mrs 
Laksamba) suddenly called me and said, “Sir, he has had a major 
stroke!” With this, she broke down and could not continue. I was 
shocked by the news. She passed the phone to her daughter-in-law, 
Yojana. Chandra was placed on a life support machine (ventilator) 
after suffering a brain haemorrhage.  A brain scan was sent to a 
specialist hospital in London to determine the scale of the damage in 
order to decide whether an operation could be performed. There was 
excessive bleeding inside his head. I kept on thinking about him and 
praying for good news. 

	 The next morning I spoke to Yojana again. The hospital had 
received a report and I was heartbroken to learn that the doctors had 
decided that operating him at that critical situation was not a viable 
option. At around 2:15 pm, the hospital notified the family that there 
was no means to save him. The family was called in and the decision 
was made to turn off the ventilator. This was the only time the family 
had seen him in person since he was hospitalised. It was the last 
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time they were to see him alive. Chandra was in a deep coma. His 
ventilators were switched off. And, just like that, he was suddenly no 
more. These fast-paced developments occurring within 10-12 days 
were like a tragic stage drama, and a reminder of how quickly things 
can go very wrong. 

	 Losing Chandra this way at such an active age has had 
lasting impact on me. I have lost so many close people, some even at 
a much younger age, but I have rarely felt such lasting grief. Coming 
to terms was very difficult and took a long time. Chandra and I had 
both good and bad moments, but at his death I had a realisation that 
they were all part of a deep friendly relationship. It was and will be 
an irreparable loss. Many people particularly from academia started 
sending me condolence messages from across the world. To me, he 
was the senior most (in terms of community leadership) figure in 
the UK Nepali community to have been taken away by the nasty 
Covid-19 pandemic. On 19 February, he was cremated at South West 
Middlesex Crematorium, Hanworth, Feltham, following Limbu 
traditions. A series of online memorial services were organised to 
celebrate his life and achievements at CNSUK, NOU, Lumbini 
Buddhist University, NRNA UK, and so on. The huge amount of 
love and sympathy that poured after his death reflected his service 
and commitments within various fields, and his achievement within 
multiple disciplines in life. 

	 I now move to highlight some of these aspects of his life in 
the next section.   

Multidimensional personality
Chandra's father was a retired inspector in the Singapore Police. 
Despite being born in a Lahure family in Taplejung district, Chandra 
had very different dreams to pursue, shaped by the leftist political 
influence that he had from an early age. After completing his school 
education in his native village, he came to Kathmandu, to join 
ASCOL College, a premier college for those dreaming big in the 
field of science in Nepal. 

	 However, it appears that Chandra did not focus on becoming 
a scientist; he rather got into politics. He participated in the landmark 
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student movement of the 2035-36 BS (1980), which shaped Nepal's 
political course (see Karki in this volume). It was the time when the 
ANNFSU-5th (Akhil Pachaun), which went to become one of the 
most influential student associations over decades, was established, 
and Chandra had played a role in founding the organisation. 
ANNFSU (All Nepal National Free Students' Union) founded 
around 1965 spilt into the fifth and sixth groups (disputing over if 
they had fifth or six national convention). The Akhil Pachaun, or the 
fifth, was a student outfit, and a vehicle of the rapidly expanding 
underground radical left Communist Party of Nepal Marxist and 
Leninist (Maale). Following the student-led popular uprising in 
1980, the King-led, partyless Panchayat regime was forced to relax 
its policies, allowing the formation of Free Student Union (FSU) 
in the constituent campuses of Tribhuvan University (the only 
university in Nepal at that time). Underground anti-Panchayat 
political parties utilised this opportunity to run the show through 
their own student outfits. ASCOL was dominated by the Nepali 
Congress (NC) affiliated Nepal Students' Union (Nebi Sangh). In 
1980, thanks to his leadership skill and activism, Chandra was able 
to break this domination: he became the first Akhil candidate to be 
elected the chair of the FSU. It was a remarkable feat in its own 
right. The 1980 student movement culminated in mass protests 
throughout the country and further forced then King Birendra to 
announce a national referendum, to choose either an improved 
(partyless) Panchayat system or a multi-party system. Though the 
former came out to be the winner, it was not to last for very long; 
the seeds sown during these movements culminated in 1990 with a 
popular people's movement, leading to the collapse of the Panchayat 
system. Since then, some of Chandra's contemporaries, such as 
Tanka Karki, Prithvi Subba Gurung, Bhim Rawal, Pampha Bhusal, 
and Minendra Rijal went on to win national elections, become 
national leaders, and rule the country. Many of them still remain 
prominent in Nepal's political landscape today. However, Chandra 
had a different destiny. His Lahure heritage was not to be abandoned 
so lightly. 

	 The tradition of joining Gurkha regiments in the British 
and Indian Armies had taken a deep cultural roots in many ethnic 
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communities in Nepal. The Limbu community, to which Chandra 
belonged, was among four major groups (the others being Gurung, 
Magar, and Rai) that were preferred, and, thus, dominated British 
Gurkha recruitments. Chandra was too old to be an infantryman. 
However, his college education and age were still suitable for 
joining clerical services. In 1984, he joined the British Army as a 
clerk. But this was also going to change. There was limited career 
progression for a clerk. Major Surya Upadhyaya, a Gurkha officer 
who worked with Chandra in the 7th Gurkha Rifles, recalls, “He was 
transferred from a clerk to an infantry division because he was seen 
as 'officer material', there was a lot of potential in him for ascending 
to leadership positions.” However, things, once again, took a 
different direction. 

	 Chandra's interest grew more in academic fields than 
in military leadership.  While still in service, he received his 
undergraduate and postgraduate education from the University 
of London, UK. Towards the end of his service, he joined the 
University of Surrey for a doctorate degree under the supervision 
of a world-renowned scholar of continuing education, Prof. Peter 
Jarvis (see Upreti and Holford, in this volume). In 2003, Chandra 
retired from the Army as a Colour Sergeant, and completed his 
PhD in 2005 on 'Policy and practice of lifelong learning in Nepal: a 
socio-political study'. This was a new subject in its own right and a 
new contribution to Nepal studies. Perhaps he was the first retired 
Gurkha solder to gain such a higher academic qualification from a 
reputed UK university.

	 As the articles in this volume demonstrate, Chandra had 
good networking skills. He was generally a soft-spoken person with 
strong reasoning ability. Inculcated by the fiery student activism of 
the late 1970s and early 80s, he had deep rooted political interests in 
Nepal, and he was gifted with leadership skills. Gaining systematic 
academic research skills equipped him to critically investigate and 
analyse issues concerning people's lives. There were so many issues 
around and staying away from some form of activism would not 
naturally be possible for him. 
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	 As a recently retired army personnel with first-hand 
experience of the problems and issues facing the (retired) Gurkhas, 
there was no better campaign for him. Veteran Gurkhas had been 
fighting for equality and justice since 1990. The 1997 transfer of 
Gurkhas from their Hong Kong base to the UK gave rise to new 
issues. Despite serving in the same army and now being based in the 
same country, i.e. the UK, Gurkhas were still treated very differently 
in terms of pay, pensions and welfare. Newly retired Gurkhas, many 
still in their early thirties, wanted to settle and pursue their career 
in the UK. This development primarily led to the formation of the 
British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) in which Chandra was one 
of the leading figures (see Dewan, and Sherchan in this volume). 
This campaign was successful to some extent in gaining settlement 
concessions for Gurkhas retired in the UK. 

	 Over the course of time, Chandra left the BGWS, and 
joined different groups and movements. Perhaps, there is not a 
single ex-Gurkha association to which he has not made at least 
some contribution. After the BGWS, he joined the United British 
Gurkha Nepal (UBGN), British Gurkha Army Ex-Servicemen 
Organisation (BGAESO), and Gurkha Satyagraha, in that order. 
Ex-Gurkha organisations have a history of ups and downs, and of 
uniting and dividing, and Chandra, who often worked strategically 
and selectively (being issue-based), experienced a fair share of these 
developments, both good and bad. Most recently, he was moderately 
active in the campaign, taking a role of an advisor of the oldest ex-
Gurkha organisation, GAESO, led by Krishna Kumar Rai. 

	 Though Gurkha issues were closest to his heart, this was 
not the only field relating to the UK Nepali community that he was 
engaged in. He played pioneering roles in the establishment and 
institutionalisation of some of the diaspora organisations. Above all, 
his priority was to be engaged in research and academic activities, 
and to make contributions through them.

	 Thanks to new settlement opportunities for ex-Gurkhas in 
the early 2000s and a combination of other migration routes, the 
Nepali population in the UK was growing (Adhikari, 2012). One 
such newly arrived group was made up of highly skilled migrants 
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from Nepal. A group of fresh PhD graduates from UK universities 
was emerging at that time. Nepali communities, scattered in 
different places, were looking for ways to be organised and promote 
mutual support. In 2003, the global Non-resident Nepali Association 
(NRNA) was formed in London at a gathering of leading Nepali 
individuals living in different countries (Adhikari and Gellner, 
2018). Chandra was active in the formative years of the UK chapter 
and went on to become the first elected Vice President (2006-08) 
(see Upadhyaya in this volume). Engaged in networking, he came 
in contact with other PhD graduates in the UK, namely Dr Govinda 
Dahal and Dr Krishna Adhikari (and later Dr Raju Babu Shrestha) 
and his old ASCOL colleagues from Nepal, namely Achut Gautam, 
Lokendra Purush Dhakal, Ananda Bhandari and Shree Baral, who 
came to the UK under the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme or 
study programmes. These contacts led to the formation of the Centre 
for Nepal Studies UK (CNSUK) in 2007 as a think tank dedicated to 
researching and advancing knowledge about Nepalis in the UK (see 
Dahal and Dhakal in this volume). 

	 Demographic records of Nepalis in the UK were hardly 
available and the 2001 UK census record was a massive undercount. 
Thus, the immediate aim of the CNSUK was to conduct a people-
led 'census of the Nepalis in the UK (2008)', in collaboration with 
the NRNA-UK, in order to establish the size and character of the 
Nepali population. Eventually this led to a campaign for an officially 
recognised separate Nepali ethnic category. A large number of 
volunteers were mobilised for the study, and Chandra engaged 
actively both as a researcher and campaigner (see 'Counting 
Ourselves: CNSUK's 2008 Survey of Nepalis in the UK' (Adhikari 
and Laksamba, 2018) reproduced in Chapter 31 in this volume. 
Following the migration of then CNSUK director Dr Govinda Dahal 
to Canada, Chandra filled in as the coordinator of the CNSUK (2009-
10) and was subsequently appointed the Executive Director (2012-
14). He participated actively in the project, Vernacular Religion, 
of the Nepali Diaspora conducted in 2009-12 in collaboration with 
the University of Oxford, where he served as a research associate 
(Gellner, in this volume). 
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	 While editing the book Nepalis in the UK (Adhikari, 2012), 
I realised that the inclusion of a separate chapter on the Gurkhas' 
campaigns in the UK (even though it was not part of the 2008 study) 
was warranted. Though Chandra's PhD research was in the field of 
lifelong learning, there was not much that he was doing further in this 
field. It seemed that there was huge potential for him to contribute 
to Gurkha studies through research and publications, well-suited to 
him thanks to his PhD degree and Lahure background. We had a 
serious discussion about it and he took my ideas and suggestions 
very positively. The first outcome was the writing of a book chapter 
analysing the ex-Gurkha campaigns in the UK (see Chapter 38 in this 
volume).  Since ex-Gurkhas and their families formed a majority of 
the UK Nepali population, they naturally became CNSUK's research 
priority, particularly in view of the on-going justice campaigns led 
by the retired Gurkha associations. With the achievement of the 
settlement rights in the 2000s, the focus of their campaigns shifted 
towards equality of pensions and welfare matters. 

	 However, there existed very limited evidence-based 
understanding of these phenomena, and there was clearly a gap to 
be filled. CNSUK carried out a study led by Chandra (2012-14) to 
factually explore injustices and discrepancies in terms of Gurkha 
pensions and other welfare provisions. Gurkha Pensions Policies and 
Ex-Gurkha Campaigns (2013) was the outcome of the study and ever 
since publication, the document has had a considerable impact. On 12 
March 2014, the findings were presented at the opening session of the 
All Party Parliamentary Committee, led by Jackie Doyle Price, MP, 
formed to enquire into ex-Gurkhas' grievances. It was also presented 
as evidence in the European Court of Justice in support of the BGWS's 
case for pension equality. The document has been viewed over ten 
thousand times on Academia.edu1 and ResearchGate.2 A special issue 
of the CNSUK Newsletter on Gurkhas was co-edited by Chandra with 
Dr Sangita Shrestha Swechcha in 2014.3

	 Chandra was also active in the CNSUK's subsequent 
research in the UK; this time on youth and social mobility (2015-
17). Even after moving to Nepal, he continued to be involved in 
CNSUK's research activities, the latest being the evaluation of 
SSAFA's Gurkha Support Programme (2019-20). 
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	 In response to the Gurkha Satyagraha group's protests, 
a tripartite technical committee was formed in 2017 comprising 
representatives of the UK Government, Government of Nepal and ex-
Gurkhas. As a result, various factions of the ex-Gurkha organisations 
were united in putting together their demands. It was a huge honour 
for Chandra to be included in the team as an independent expert 
member. The committee synthesised the Gurkhas' demands into a 
13-point list and presented them to the two governments for them to 
respond in the appropriate ways.

	 At CNSUK we realised that a vast majority of the elderly 
Gurkhas and their families were unable to read our popular Gurkha 
pensions report. In 2019 the book was updated and translated into 
Nepali. Chandra actively participated in this process (Laksamba 
et al., 2019). He coordinated with GAESO for the printing and 
distribution. The GAESO and CNSUK signed an agreement, which 
provided the former an exclusive right to distribute the book in the 
UK. In return the GAESO agreed to bear the costs of printing, and 
agreed to pay £4,000 from the proceeds of the book, to fund the 
CNSUK's Scholarship Scheme in Nepal.        

	 Between 2005 and 2019, Chandra worked at the CVQO 
(Cadet Vocational Qualification Organisation), an educational 
charity organisation specialising in the certification of vocational 
qualifications. He worked as an administrator (in facilitating, 
tutoring and examining the City & Guild's Professional Accreditation 
Certificate (Level 4-8)). Whenever possible, he took the opportunity 
to work in more academic settings in the field of lifelong learning 
and education. Between 2014 and 2018, he worked (casually) as 
an examiner of an international programme on Nepal Studies 
conducted by Cambridge University. Eventually, he quit all these 
jobs after joining the full-time teaching job in NOU. As a researcher 
with practical experience in the field of lifelong learning in the UK 
(especially at CVQO), his dream was to apply his skills by taking 
an innovative initiative in Nepal. His theory was that people should 
be allowed an opportunity to translate their practical skills acquired 
through their occupational practices and heritages into a formal 
qualification. This, he saw, was both a way to stop traditional skill 
losses, and to increase national productivity. He saw the NOU as the 
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right platform to pursue these aims, and, therefore, was in discussion 
with senior officials.  In recognition of his academic qualifications 
and skills, in 2020 the Government of Nepal nominated him as a 
Senator (representing Province 1) of Lumbini Buddhist University 
(see Gurung in this volume).

	 At the NOU, he did his best to mobilise international 
resources for the benefit of his students and the university. He 
introduced Nepal-affiliated intellectual friends working in various 
countries, especially in the UK to his classes and asked them to 
give guest lectures. Giving guest lectures allowed me to become 
acquainted with students scattered in different parts of Nepal. I have 
met and interacted with his students in Surkhet and Dhangadhi. 
Chandra was developing a course on (social) anthropology and had 
engaged Oxford's Prof. David Gellner to advise on this. He told 
me that he had requested another UK-based scholar, Michael Hutt, 
Professor (now Emeritus) of Nepali and Himalayan Studies, to give 
a guest lecture to his MPhil students. With Chandra's death, this, like 
so many of his plans and initiatives, remains unfulfilled.

	 Another dimension of Chandra's life was his special 
contribution to the field of Nepali media in the UK. He was a  
founding member, and editor-in-chief of the Nepali newspaper 
Europeko Nepalipatra, which was an influential media among the 
Nepalis in the UK. He also published Gorkha Awaaz and Gorkha 
Voice (English) magazine for a short period of time (see, Pokharel in 
this volume). 

	 Chandra played a role in organising and preserving the 
Limbu cultural organisation, the Kirat Yakthung Chumlung (KYC), 
in the UK (See Thebe, and Ijam in this volume). He was a founding 
advisor of the KYC. Through my association with him, I was able 
to learn about Kirat and Limbu history and culture. He even wrote a 
long article (which I had the opportunity to read, comment on, and 
edit) laying out his theory of the origins of the Limbus, and their 
migration and life in the UK (see Chapter 37 in this volume). Thanks 
to Chandra, CNSUK was able to collaborate with and mobilise the 
KYC in community activities. 
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	 While caring deeply about his ethnic culture and traditions, 
Chandra simultaneously had a broader vision of Nepali society 
and culture, and kept himself outside the silos of ethnic identity 
politics. He was seen both a bridge between various cultural groups 
of Nepalis in the UK, and a mainstream community leader. In the 
2011 census, when a small group of ex-Gurkhas argued for returning 
their ethnicity as 'Gurkha' in the census form, he stood against it. He 
viewed Gurkha (service) as a profession, not as an ethnicity and said, 
“All Gurkhas are Nepalis, but not all Nepalis are Gurkhas”. He saw 
himself as an archetypical multiculturalist and religiously pluralist 
Nepali blending Hindu, Kirati, and even Buddhist traditions in 
everyday life. He said, “We perform birth and death rituals according 
to Kirati tradition, observe calendrical Hindu festivals and other 
rituals regularly, and even visit Buddhist shrines and observe the 
principles of Buddhism.” Chandra was active in many other civic 
forums including the Taplejung Samaj UK, in which he served for 
two terms as the chairperson. He was active in his (Army) intake 
group too. 

	 Chandra was a very frank, kind and helpful person. Perhaps, 
instilled by his early days of student activism and a long military 
career, he at times would put his arguments and ideas very forcefully. 
There is no social life without friction and conflicts, and he was 
no exception. Leading various social organisations and campaigns 
was bound to invite many tensions and problems, and even earn a 
few enemies. He was not afraid to take tough decisions, and even 
switch sides, at times earning him accusations of being factionalist 
and opportunistic. At a time of frustration, he would not hesitate 
to resort to saying 'I am also a Lahure' as an instrument to justify 
his tit-for-tat actions. He had a remarkable ability to acknowledge 
mistakes and reconcile with people. He could easily get along with 
people with whom he had differences and difficult past relations. 
Despite being an ardent leftist, he was also politically tolerant. He 
strongly opposed ideas of ethnic extremism and communal hatred. 
He believed that given opportunities, all Nepalis were capable of 
making equal progress and was happy to see the progress made by 
Nepali children across all ethnicities in the UK.
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	 I have far too many personal memories to recall and 
reflect, but there is not enough space to accommodate them in this 
Introduction Chapter, which is already long. Both Chandra and I were 
committed to promoting research and advocacy for the benefit of the 
Nepali community in the UK. The CNSUK was our brain child and 
our small team did everything possible to nurture it. We have spent 
hours, almost every day, for years, voluntarily to materialise our 
mission. We did not only expend our time and energy for this cause, 
but also mobilised personal financial and social capital. We engaged 
our families and employed personal resources too. The Laksamba 
family fully participated in CNSUK's research, particularly the 
'census' of 2008, and their car was used for crisscrossing the country 
for months for this purpose. Members would put money from their 
own pocket to finance its publications. Chandra and I attended 
almost every possible community events in the early 2010s both to 
create community awareness on various issues concerning them, 
and selling our books and other publications. While, generally, we 
received overwhelming cooperation from Nepali community leaders 
and event organisers, there had been time for bitter experiences too. 
Seeing post-doctoral researchers and academics taking time and 
selling books for £2, £5 was a very strange sight for some people. 
There were people who thought Chandra and I were doing this for 
our own personal benefit. However, though pittance, we used the 
proceeds from these sales to fund our next publication. On one or 
two occasions, we even lost our books stacked and exhibited in 
community events. There were several generous people who would 
understand and appreciated our hard labour, and bought our books in 
bulk and helped us sell them. This is how CNSUK was able to bring 
out publications, one after another. 

	 At the CNSUK we have developed a quite intimate yet very 
informal working culture. Our meetings are organised at homes, 
hosted by a member's family, who also offer food and shelter as 
necessary. We have used the Laksamba family home in Frimley on 
numerous occasions for that purpose. CNSUK members, coming 
from a long Nepali tradition of addressing senior members and 
comrades in their organisations respectfully, used to call each other 
'sir'. In one meeting in the early 2010s, we had reviewed this 'culture' 
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and agreed that it did not fit our horizontal organisation and informal 
work ethos. We stopped calling each other 'sir'.  We would take time 
to openly debate before deciding things. Though there were times 
and issues that we did not agree, this was acceptable as we adopted 
a rule to 'agree to disagree' too.  Nonetheless, Chandrajee was very 
receptive to ideas, and keen to try and test them. He always responded 
positively whenever I proposed a new idea and helped implement it 
effectively. He was a colleague and friend like no other, and, thus, 
his absence has left a hole in our personal and organisation's life.  

	 He has left behind a well-educated family. His wife comes 
from a well-established leftist political background in Eastern 
Nepal. Her father, the late Ambika Sanba, was a UML Member of 
Parliament and a Minister (CPN ML). Both his sons were born in 
Nepal. They came to the UK at an early age and attended school 
here. The older son (Basanta) is an officer in the Hampshire Police 
Force, the daughter-in-law (Yojana) is a Chartered Accountant, and 
the younger son (Bahar) works in Lincoln School in Kathmandu. 
Chandra had a deep connection to his grandchildren (Greeshma and 
Amaya), who despite being so young, have fond memories of him. 
(See Chapters 2-7, for family memories). 

	 Chandra regularly attended Britain-Nepal Academic 
Council's annual Nepal conferences (Nepal Study Days). In one 
occasion, driving back from the Durham conference in 2018, we 
cheered him up in the car by singing Bachchu Kailash's classical 
Nepali song 'Kalpanako Gagan Muskuraune Chandra Banana'. The 
reference then was to poke fun as if the song was written for him 
(Chandra) and his wife (Kalpana). It certainly has a serious resonance 
as it reminds us that he will be shining as a moon (Chandra) forever 
in the imaginary (kalpanako) sky of our universe. 

	 It was quite a journey that he made in his life, starting 
from a remote mountain village of Taplejung to the UK and back to 
Nepal. He took many avatars: he was a political activist, a soldier, a 
campaigner, a community organiser, a journalist, a diaspora leader, a 
researcher, and a professor. In every sense of the word he was a great 
friend and tireless fighter. Keep on shining my friend. A heartfelt 
tribute to you.
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Organisation of the book 
As flagged before, this book is divided into two parts. The first 
part brings together a collection of selective memories contributed 
by invited individuals: Chandra's friends, colleagues and family 
members. The second part reproduces his (including co-authored) 
published and unpublished writings, excluding books and 
unpublished PhD dissertation. 

	 Excluding the preliminaries, introduction and appendices, 
the book has been structured into eight sections, of which five are 
related to the memories. There are a total of 46 chapters. 

Part one

The first part of the book contains 30 pieces which bring deep 
memories and events recollected by various people who were 
associated with Chandra at some point in time. Together they 
highlight and celebrate the colourful and multi-faceted life that 
Chandra lived. These memories are primarily written in Nepali. 
This part one is divided into five sub-sections. The memories 
are generally short but their length vary: some (for example, by 
Chandra's granddaughter) are just a single paragraph, while a couple 
of them are more substantial running several pages. 

	 The first section on memories is penned by eight different 
members of Chandra's family (thus, also include his early life). In 
this intimate section, his wife Kalpana Laksamba summarises their 
40 years' journey as husband and wife. Two sons, Basanta and 
Bahar present beautiful memories of Chandra as a father. Chandra's 
grandchildren, Greeshma and Amaya, capture their moments with 
their grandfather in a single paragraph each. Three further chapters, 
by Surya Laksamba, Mohan Kangba and Purna Loksam highlight 
Chandra's leading role as a senior brother in their family and clan. 

	 The second section contains a single chapter on the political 
events and activism, which primarily took shape during his college 
life. As discussed above, Chandra had a deep understanding of 
Nepal's political development through his anti-Panchayat student 
activism from the late 1970s, the legacy of which sustained his 
interest in Nepal's politics. Tanka Karki in his chapter recounts the 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

19

events that took place in the early 1980s in ASCOL, Kathmandu, 
where Chandra studied and emerged as a prominent student leader. 

	 The third section presents substantial information about his 
academic, research and teaching related works. It contains 12 chapters 
written by 13 different individuals with whom Chandra collaborated 
at some point in time either as a classmate, research student, research 
collaborator, colleague or a teacher. Ramesh Bhattarai emotionally 
expresses his moments with Chandra in his school life.  Bishnu Raj 
Upreti recalls the time when Chandra started his PhD and how his 
research in lifelong learning was framed, while John Holford, who 
co-supervised Chandra's PhD, reflects his time with Chandra at 
Surrey University and beyond. Following the completion of his PhD, 
forming and running a think tank, CNSUK, was a big development 
in his life. This is captured in the piece written by Govinda Dahal 
and Lokendra Purush Dhakal. David Gellner reminds us of his 
collaboration with Chandra at the CNSUK and how Chandra ended 
up working with him at the Oxford University through the Vernacular 
Religion research project. Guy Horridge recounts Chandra's time at 
the Cadet Vocational Qualifications Organisation (CVQO), where 
Chandra rose through ranks and diligently performed various duties 
related to certification of vocational qualifications, a field of lifelong 
learning, which Chandra deeply cared about.  

	 Two prominent academicians of Nepal: Abhi Subedi 
and Ganesh Man Gurung, who though did not directly work with 
Chandra, write about their observation and perception of him, while 
Jiban Khadka and Ashok Kumar Adhikari, reflect on Chandra's 
role and time at Nepal Open University (NOU), as a colleague and 
mentor respectively. This section ends with two poems composed 
to commemorate Chandra's death by Sangita Shrestha Swechcha 
(a colleague at the CNSUK) and Om Kumar Shrestha (an MPhil 
student at the NOU). 

	 The remaining two sections of the first part of the book deal 
with diverse occupational, professional and associational life. Being 
a British Gurkha soldier did not only constitute the continuity of 
the Laksamba family's military tradition, but also became a huge 
force which shaped his career and personality. Three chapters in 
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this section, written by Jit Gurung, Tikendra Dal Dewan and Gyan 
Sherchan attempt to profile some of these aspects. Chandra's own 
writings in this topic in the second part of the book reflect in detail 
his views and roles in Gurkha justice campaigns. 

	 Following his military service and PhD studies, Chandra 
continued living in the UK and actively engaged in civic affairs. 
Apart from the research, academic and Gurkha rights campaigns, he 
was active in forming and running community-based organisations, 
which were formed to help Nepal as well as Nepalis in the UK. 
His involvement in four different organisations/fields are captured 
in this section by Krishna Upadhyaya (NRNA UK), Bijaya Prakash 
Thebe and Ganesh Ijam (Limbu's cultural organisation called Kirat 
Yakthung Chumlung, UK), Bhuwani Pandhak (Taplejung Nepali 
Samaj UK) and Nabin Pokharel (on pioneering role in establishing 
Nepali media in the UK). These brief recounts of memories, 
complemented by his own writings, which are presented in the 
second part of the book, sufficiently exhibit his multi-dimensional 
personality and engagements. 

Part two

Chandra wrote both for academic and for general purposes. Most 
of his research-based academic publications are in English, while 
others, written for community consumption, are in Nepali. His 
writings can be broadly divided into three sub-categories:

1.	 UK Nepali Diaspora, culture and mobility, 
2.	 British Gurkha campaigns (UK-based), and 
3.	 Education and politics in Nepal 

	 This manuscript does not include four books and reports that 
Chandra individually or as a part of a team contributed to: (a) his PhD 
thesis entitled Practices of Lifelong Learning in Nepal (Laksamba, 
2005); (b) British Gurkha Pension Policy book (Laksamba, et al., 
2013), (c) which in 2019 was translated into Nepali (Laksamba, 
et al., 2019), and (d) a report on UK-based elderly Gurkhas' needs 
assessment prepared in 2019 (CNSUK, 2019).

	 There are seven chapters on UK Nepali Diaspora, culture 
and mobility and four of them are co-authored with others. The 
first Chapter (31) (Adhikari and Laksamba, 2018) details the ideas, 
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methods, and the processes of the UK Nepali census carried out 
in 2008 by Chandra and others at CNSUK. It also summarises the 
findings and demographic details of the Nepalis in the UK. Chapter 
32 presents the state of education and employment of the UK Nepalis 
based on the result of the 2008 'census' (Laksamba et al., 2012). In 
Chapter 33 (Laksamba et al., 2016), explores the social mobility 
of Nepalis in the UK through a discussion of Nepali migration in 
Fairfax Road, Farnborough. Chapter 34 goes further and looks at the 
education, employment and social mobility of professional Nepalis 
in the UK (Laksamba, 2012). The paper discusses the generational 
aspects of Nepali doctors, nurses and their children in the UK. 
Chapter 35 examines the everyday religiosity of the Nepalis in the 
UK (Gellner et al, 2016 (2010). The paper discusses how people's 
politically correct religious identifications are not necessarily 
reflected in their everyday blended, multi-religious practices. This 
discrepancy was evident in holy objects that the people collected 
and worshipped at their home shrines. Chapter 36, originally a 
newspaper piece written in Nepali, discusses the idea of dual 
citizenship (Laksamba, 2066 BS). In the final chapter of this section, 
Chandra lays out his theory of Limbu genesis, history and culture, 
and their diasporic life in the UK (Laksamba, undated). 

	 The second sub-section brings together Chandra's writings 
on retired British Gurkhas' life in the UK and their campaigns 
for equality and justice. It reproduces one book chapter and four 
newspaper op-eds (three co-authored with Krishna Adhikari) 
published in the Kathmandu Post and Kantipur Daily. 'Battlefields 
to Civvy Street: Gurkhas Struggles in Britain', in Chapter 38, was 
the first work to document ex-Gurkhas' struggles within the UK 
for justice and equality (Laksamba, 2012). The newspaper essays 
included in Chapters 39, 40, 41, and 42 analyse Gurkha justice 
campaigns, the British government's reactions, and court verdicts 
(Laksamba and Adhikari, 2014; 2016; 2019, and Laksamba, 2018). 

	 The third and final sub-section in the second part of the 
book departs from the UK diasporic and Gurkha issues, and deals 
more directly with the issues of academic and political concerns in 
Nepal which Chandra was passionate about. Most of these chapters 
present his recent work and shifting research interests. This sub-
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section includes three journal articles, two of which are co-authored 
with his students, and one newspaper essay. The co-authored papers, 
included as Chapters 43 and 44, deal with education and pedagogies. 
One looks at the hybridity of English used in Nepal (Dewan and 
Laksamba, 2020), and another at integrating social media as a 
method of English language instruction (Sijali and Laksamba, 
2020). The third paper deals with Nepali politics (Laksamba, 2020). 
By analysing longitudinal information extracted from Himal and 
Mulyankan magazines, it discusses how public meanings were 
constructed in Nepal, particularly on the role the Maoist insurgency, 
in creating the federal system in Nepal. The final chapter looks at 
the integration of the Maoists' 'people's army' into Nepal's national 
army, following the peace agreement in 2006.  

	 A consolidated bibliography is presented at the end of the 
final chapter, while (foot)notes are presented at the end of each 
corresponding chapter. The book also presents selected pictures of 
Chandra, depicting various stages of his life. In the Appendices, 
a selection of condolence messages sent by well-wishers and 
sympathisers immediately after Chandra's death are included. 

Contributor:
Dr Krishna P. Adhikari is a Senior Research Fellow at the University 
of Oxford. He is a Co-Investigator (CoI) of the British Academy 
funded Dalit Search for Dignity Project (2019-23, HDV190020). He 
is a founder, and former Executive Director of the Centre for Nepal 
Studies UK.

Notes:
1	 https:/ /www.academia.edu/9689136/BRITISH_GURKHA_

PENSION_POLICIES_AND_EX_GURKHA_CAMPAIGNS_A_
REVIEW

2 	 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309176316_British_
Gurkha_Pension_Policies_and_Ex-Gurkha_Campaigns_A_Review.

3 	 CNSUK. (2014). Newsletter: Gurkha Special Issue (Volume 3, Issue 1, 
May 2014). Eds. Chandra K. Laksamba & Sangita Shrestha Swechcha. 
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Part 1: Dr Chandra Kumar 
Laksamba in Memories

efu !M :d[ltdf 8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;Daf
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Section A:  Family Memories 
	 kfl/jfl/s :d[ltx¿

rfln; jif{sf] ;xofqf

sNkgf nS;Daf

æd ef]ln cfkm}F lxF8]/ cfpF5' x}Æ of] pxfFn]] ;a} kl/jf/nfO{ eg]sf] k|i6 / clGtd 
jfSo lyof] . oxL jfSo d]/f] sfgdf 3l/3l/ u'l~h/x]sf] cfef; x'G5 . d 
em:ofª\u x'G5' . …P ;fFRrL pxfF t xfdL lardf t x'g'x'Gg lg ÛÚ sf]le8 !( n] 
pxfFnfO{ klg 5f8]g . lsg pxfFnfO{ g} 5fg]sf] xf]nf < of] k|Zg d]/f] dfg;k6ndf 
3l/3l/ cfO/xG5 . c¿ t afFr]s} 5g\ lg Û km]l/ dg a'emfpF5', n]v]sf] s'/f ef]Ug} 
kbf]{/x]5 . 

	 d d]/f] a'af k"j{ dGqL clDasf ;fFjf / cfdf h;dfof yfD;'xfªsf] 
kfFrf}F ;Gtfg -sfOFnL_ 5f]/L x'F . d ;fg}b]lv /f]uL lyPF /] . To;}n] kl/jf/n] 
w]/} dfof ug{'x'GYof] / a'afn] dnfO{ ljjfx gu/L k9fpg] eGg'x'GYof] . o:t} nf8 
Kof/df !^ j;Gt kf/ ul/;s]sL lyPF . n]v]sf] s'/f sxfF 6bf]{ /x]5 / < pxfF 
dnfO{ dfUg cfpg' eP5 . d]/f] a'af /fhgLlts JolQmTj x'g'ePsf]n] / pxfF klg 
SofDk;df ljBfyL{ g]tf ePsf] sf/0fn] a'afnfO{ dg k/]5 / lbg'eof] . o;/L 
xfd|f] ljjfx @)#& ;fn kmfu'g @& ut] eof] . Tof] ;dodf d ;f9] !^ jif{sL 
lyPF / pxfF ;f9] @) jif{sf] x'g'x'GYof] . Tof] a]nf xfdL Ps csf]{nfO{ lgSs} 
kl/kSj ePsf] dx;'; uYof}{F t/ cfhsn ;DemFbf t Tof] t afnljjfx kf] 
/x]5 . 

	 ljjfx u/]/ lelqFbf 3/df afh] ;;'/f / af]h" ;f;'n] leq\ofpg'ePsf] 
/x]5 . d t pxfFx¿ g} ;f;', ;;'/f xf]nf eG7fg]ls lyPF . afh]n] pxfFnfO{ sIff 
& kf; u/]b]lv g} …ljjfx u/\Ú eg]/ s/ nufpg'ePsf] /x]5 . oxL l;nl;nfdf 

@
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pxfF / afh]lar Pp6f /dfOnf] 36gf ePsf] /x]5 h'g 36gf pxfFFn] dnfO{ 
w]/}k6s ;'gfpg] ug'{x'GYof] . Ps lbg afh]n] afv|f vf]/af6 lgsfn]/ r/fpg hf 
eGg'eP5 . pxfFn] hjfkmdf æha;Dd dnfO{ k9fpg' k7fpg' x'Gg d afv|fx¿nfO{ 
vf]/af6 lgsflNbgFÆ eg]/ vf]/ 5]pdf cg;g -clxn]sf] efiffdf_ a:g'eP5 . 
afv|fx¿ vf]/df ef]sn] s/fpg yfn]5g\ . s]xL 306fkl5 afh] cfP/ pxfFnfO{ 
kmsfpg' eP5 . æn ca t]/f] nflu bfn, rfdn, cf]9\g], cf5\ofpg] l7s kf/]/ 
el/of af]nfOlbG5'Æ eg]kl5 dfq} pxfFn] xfF:b} afv|fx¿nfO{ vf]/af6 lgsfNg' 
eP5 . of] 36gf afh]n] ;w}F xfdLnfO{ ;'gfpg] ug'{x'GYof] . 

	 d]/f] ;;'/f cfzaxfb'/ nS;Daf xfd|f] ljx]tfsf l;ª\ufk'/ k'ln;df 
OG:k]S6/ kbdf sfo{/t x'g'x'GYof] . ;f;'cfdf -dfS;' sfª\af_ pxfF kfFr jif{sf] 
x'Fbf g} :ju{af; x'g'ePsf] /x]5 . cfdfsf] b]xfj;fgkl5 pxfFsf] x]/rfx 3/sf] 
afh], af]h", dfjnL afh], af]h" / 5 j6L km'k"x¿åf/f ePsf] /x]5 . 5 j6L 
km'k"x¿n] pxfFnfO{ v'a dfof ug'{x'GYof] . 

	 dnfO{ ljjfx u/]/ leq\ofPsf] lbg afh] / af]h"n] v'a /dfOnf] 
ug'{eof] . pxfFx¿lar 8f]sf]df ef/L af]Sg] / bf}8\g] k|ltof]lutf eof] . Tof] 
k|ltof]lutfdf af]h"n] g} lht xfl;n ug'{ePsf] lyof] . o;/L kl/jf/ lardf 
/dfOnf] x'GYof] . oxL /dfOnf]kgn] dnfO{ dfOtL3/ la;{g s'g} sl7gfO ePg . d 
/dfpFb} uPF . s:tf] /dfOnf] kl/jf/ eg]/ dgdg} d cfkm"nfO{ efUodfgL 7fGby]F . 
lsgeg] dfOtLdf d]/f] a'af cln s8f :jefjsf] x'g'x'GYof] / cg'zf;gdf s8fO 
ug'{x'GYof] . 

	 ljjfx ePsf] Ps xKtfkl5 xfdL sf7df8f}F uof}F . clxn]sf] kl/efiffdf 
Tof] xlgd'g /x]5 . sf7df8f}Fdf 3'Dg] qmddf xfdLn] Go"/f]8sf] Soflk6n :6'l8of]df 
kmf]6f] lvRg] eof}F . kmf]6f] lvRbf ;f8L nufpg'kg]{ eof] . dnfO{ ;f8L nufpg 
gcfpFbf kmf]6f]u|fkm/sf] ufnL klg vfg k/]sf] lyof] . Tof] kmf]6f] xfdL >Ldfg 
>LdtLsf] klxnf] kmf]6f] lyof] . ljjfxkl5 xfdL w/fgsf] 3/df a:g yfNof}F . 
x/]s dlxgf ;;'/fn] dnfO{ tLg ;osf] gofF gofF gf]6 vfddf xfn]/ k7fOlbg] 
ug{'x'GYof] . ;;'/fsf] sdfO a'xf/Ln] kfpFbf d cfkm}FnfO{ efUodfgL 7fGby]F . s]xL 
dlxgfkl5 pxfFn] la|l6z d]l8sn xl:k6nsf] ck/];g lyo6/df sfd ug{ ;'? 
ug'{eof] . Tof] ;dodf pxfFsf] dfl;s tna gf} ;o ?lkofF lyof] . ToxL k};f 
hDdf u/]/ xfdLn] ! xhf/ %)) df Pp6f c6f] l/S;f klg lsGof}F / ef8fdf 
nufof}F . k|To]s lbg l/S;faf6 gf} ?lkofF cfpFYof] . ca xfdLnfO{ k};f sdfPsf] 
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cg'ej ePkl5 ;;'/fnfO{ …k};f gk7fpg'xf];\ xfdL sdfpg yfNof}FÚ eGof}F . ;;'/f 
w]/} g} v';L x'g'eof] . of] s'/f ;;'/fn] kl5;Dd s'/f ug'{x'GYof] . 

	 ljjfx ePsf] Ps jif{kl5 7'nf] 5f]/f -a;Gt_ sf] hGd eof] . ;;'/fn] 
pxfFnfO{ …la|l6z cfdL{df hfÚ eg]/ w]/} s/ ug'{eof] . kmn:j¿k xl:k6ndf 
hflu/ vfPsf] b'O{ jif{kl5 @)$) ;fndf la|l6z cfdL{ -nfx'/_ df nfUg'eof] . 
pxfF hlxn] klg, ækfFr nfv sdfP/ kmls{G5'” eGg'x'GYof] . Tof] kfFr nfv 
sdfpg] p2]Zo / of]hgf s] lyof] dnfO{ cem} yfxf 5}g . a;Gt tLg jif{sf]] 
x'Fbf ;;'/f klg cjsfz kfP/  l;ª\ufk'/ k'ln;af6 g]kfn cfpg'eof] . d ca 
5f]/f, afh], af]h" / ;;'/f;Fu w/fgdf a:b}lyPF . slxn]sfxLF 5f]/f la/fdL eP/ 
c:ktfn n}hfFbf p;n] ;a} ;]tf] kf];fs -8«];_ nufpg] dflg;x¿nfO{ d]/f] 
afaf eGg] / km]l/ /fd|f];Fu cg'xf/ x]/]kl5 …P x}g kf] /x]5Ú eGb} tf]t] af]nL af]n]sf] 
clxn] h:tf] nfU5 . 

	 pxfF etL{ ePsf] rf/ jif{kl5 @)$$ ;fndf sfG5f 5f]/f -axf/_ 
sf] hGd eof] . @)$& ;fndf pxfF a|'gfOaf6 5'6\6Ldf cfpFbf axf/n] cfˆgf] 
afafnfO{ glrg]/ æof] dfG5] sf] xf] < lsg xfd|f] sf]7df a;]sf] <Æ eg]/ k|Zg ubf{ 
pxfF d';'Ss xfF:g'x'GYof] . Pj+ l/tn] lbgx¿ lalt/x]sf lyP . @)$* ;fndf 
d o's] 3'Dg pxfF;Fu cfPF . @)%! ;fndf kl/jf/;lxt ;f9] b'O{ jif{ a|'gfOsf] 
a;fOF /Xof] . km]l/ @)%@ ;fnlt/ ;kl/jf/ g]kfn cfof}F . To;sf] 5 dlxgfkl5 
xfdL b'O{ ci6«]lnof, l;ª\ufk'/, yfONof08 / dn]l;of -SjfnfnfDk'/_ 3'd]/ 
pxfF a|'gfOdf g} sfdsf] l;nl;nfdf a:g'eof] / d rflxF g]kfn kms]{F . km]l/ pxfF 
hflu/sf] l;nl;nfdf @)%$ ;fndf g]kfndf kms{g'eof] . g]kfn a;fOkl5 
pxfFsf] hflu/ km]l/ o's]df eof] / ;a} kl/jf/;lxt o's]sf] a;fOF eof] . 

	 o's]df cfP/ pxfFsf] k9fO / hflu/ ;Fu;Fu} rln/Xof] . oxL qmddf 
pxfFn] nG8g o'lgel;{6Laf6 df:6;{ l8u|L k|fKt ug'{eof] . km]l/ ;g\ @))! af6 
;/] o'lgel;{6Ldf ljBfjfl/wL -kLPr8L_ sf] k9fO ;''? ug'{eof] / ;g\ @))# 
df hflu/af6 klg cjsfz lng'eof] . kLPr8L ug]{ qmddf pxfFn] ;]So'l/6Lsf] 
sfd klg ug'{eof] . To;;dodf xfd|f] >Ldfg–>LdtLsf] e]6 lgs} sd x'GYof] . 
slxn]sfxLF t xKtfsf] Ps rf]6L dfq e]6 x'GYof] / af6f]df Psn] csf]{nfO{ 
xft p7fP/ sf/df qm; x'g] ub{Yof}F . lbgrof{ o;/L rln/x]sf] lyof] . pxfF 
hlxn] klg s]xL u/f}F eGg] ljrf/ / rfxgf /fVg] k|j[lQsf] x'gfn] ;g\ @))$ af6 
g]kfnLkq eGg] klqsf k|sflzt ug]{ ;f]r /fv]/ ;~rfngdf Nofof}F . @))* 
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;Dd k|sflzt ul/of], k};f klg 8'afof}F . km]l/ pxfFsf] rfxgf sn]hlt/ k};f 
nufgL ug]{ ;f]r cfof] . nufgL klg ul/of] Tof] klg 8'Aof] . pxfFsf] hflu/ ;g\ 
@))% af6 l;eLSo'cf] -Cadet Vocational Qualifications Organisation_ 
df lyof] . Tof] rflxF lg/Gt/ ;g\ @)!( ;Dd vfP/ cjsfz lng'eof] . 

	 g]kfn hfg], pt} g} sfd ug]{ eGg] pxfFsf] bL3{OR5fcg';f/ xfdL ;g\ 
@)!( df g]kfntkm{ nfUof}F . pxfFn] g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf cWofkg 
u/fpg ;''? ug'{eof] . Tof] sfdn] pxfFnfO{ w]/} ;Gt'i6L ldn]sf] d}n] cg'ej 
u/]sL lyPF . pxfF x/]s lbg rf/ 306f cWofkgdf Jo:t /xg'x'GYof] / afFsL 
;do sfG5f] 5f]/f -axf/_ ;lxt xfdL tLg hgf aflx/ 3'Dg / /]:6'/]G6df vfg] 
ub{Yof}F . xfdL tLg} hgfn] w]/} v';Lsf ;fy lbg latfPsf] cg'ej ul//x]sf 
lyof}F . ;f] jif{sf] b;}F, ltxf/ rf8kj{ ;a} Oi6ldq, kl/jf/, cfdf, lbbLalxgL / 
efOx¿;Fu dgfPsf] /dfOnf]kg clxn];Ddsf] ;j{>]i7 lyof] . pxfFsf] cWofkg 
u/fpg] qmddf g]kfnsf] k"j{b]lv klZrd;Ddsf ljBfyL{x¿;Fu cGt/lqmof x'g] 
ub{Yof] . oxL k|lqmofdf xfdL b'O{nfO{ s]xL xKtfsf nflu ;'v]{t / klZrdsf s]xL 
efu 3'Dg] df}sf ldn]sf] lyof] . 

	 xfdL ;g\ @)@) sf] km]a|'c/Ldf g]kfnaf6 7'nf] 5f]/fsf] kl/jfnfO{ e]6\g 
/ ;LPgP; o's]sf] ;fkmf -Soldiers',  Sailors'  & Airmen's Families 
Association_ k|f]h]S6sf] ldl6ªsf nflu o's] cfof}F . sf]/f]gfsf] ns8fpgn] 
cfjthfjt aGb eof] . tLg k6s t l6s6 sf6\b} ;fb}{ al;of] . ns8fpgsf] 
;dodf gflt / gfltgL;Fu /fd|f] ;do latfof}F . pxfF gflt, gfltgL;Fu w]/} 
/dfpg], dfof ug]{ / hlxn] klg æd]/f] afh], af]h"n] klg t dnfO{ o:t} dfof 
u/]sf] /x]5 lg . gflt gfltgLsf] o:tf] dfof nfUbf] /x]5 t/ dnfO{ yfxf ePgÆ 
eg]/ eGg] ug'{x'GYof] . pxfF gflt, gfltgL;Fu v]Ng], 3'Dg hfg], k|Zg–pQ/ ug]{ 
cflb ug'{x'GYof] . sl/a tLg jif{sL gfltgLn] sf]/f]gfsf] af/]df k|Zg uly{g\ .  
æafh] sf]/f]gf efO/; s] xf] < s] of] efO/;n] cfFvf, a|]g -lbdfu_ vfOlbG5 <Æ 
cflb cflb . pxfFn] hjfkmdf æof] vt/f efO/; xf]Æ eGg'x'GYof] . 

	 o's]sf] ns8fpgsf] a;fOFdf xfdLx¿ -;kl/jf/_ n] Pscsf{sf] 
hGdlbg, b;}F, ltxf/, lqm;d; ;a} v';Lsf ;fy dgfof}F . kl/jf/ Ps;fy /x]/ 
o;/L rf8kj{ / hGdlbg dgfPsf] oxL ;fn pxfFsf] clGtd /x]5 . pxfF w]/} 
cfTdan ePsf] JolQm, xQkQ la/fdL gx'g], cf}iflw slxNo} gvfg] / dnfO{ 
rflxF hlxn] klg ;fgf]ltgf] ladf/n] ;tfO/xg] / d]/f] ;w}F lrGtf lng'x'GYof] . 
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æd *) jif{;Dd afFR5', ca !% jif{ rflxF ;lqmo hLjg latfpF5'Æ eGg'x'GYof] . 
t/ d[To' s;nfO{ yfxf x'Fbf]/x]5 / < hgj/Lsf] klxnf] xKtfb]lv 3/sf] ;a} 
;b:ox¿ Pskl5 csf]{nfO{ sf]/f]gfn] ;tfpg yfNof] . qmlds ¿kn] lgsf] 
klg x'Fb} uof] t/ pxfFnfO{ c:ktfn egf{ ug'{k¥of] . c:ktfn egf{ x''g' cl3Nnf] 
lbg sl/a laxfg @ ah]lt/ a;GtnfO{ PDa'n]G; af]nfpg nufpg'eof] . km]l/ 
Psl5g kl5 æd 7Ls 5' PDa'n]G;nfO{ af]nfpg kb}{gÆ eg]/ SoflG;n u/fpg 
nufpg'eof] . ef]lnkN6 laxfgsf] sl/a * ah]sf] x'Fbf] xf] pxfFnfO{ ;f; km]g{ 
ufx|f] eof] . xfdLn] 8fS6/nfO{ ;Dks{ u¥of}F}F . 8fS6/l;t lel8of]df s'/fsfgL 
eof] . 8fS6/sf] ;Nnfxcg';f/ pxfFnfO{ sf]le8 c:ktfn nUof}F . hgj/Lsf] 
dlxgf lr;f] TolQs}, aflx/ ;]tfDd] lxpF kl//x]sf] lyof] . 3/af6 lxF8]sf] sl/a 
@) ldg]6kl5 xfdL c:ktfn k'Uof}F . pxfF lxF8]/ c:ktfnleq hfg'eof] . d klg 
pxfFsf] kl5 kl5 c:ktfnsf] 9f]sf;Dd uPF . d c:ktfnleq hfg ldNb}g 
eGg] ;ª\s]t u/]kl5 d kms]{/ 5f]/f;Fu sf/d} sl/a Ps 306f;Dd a;]F . t/ pxfF 
kms{g' ePg . 

	 d]/f] dg leqleq} 8/ / qf;n] 5fO;s]sf] lyof] . xfdL cfdf 5f]/f 
ctflNn/x]sf lyof}F . s]xL ;dokl5 Pp6f PDa'n]G; cfof] . Tof] PDa'n]G; t 
pxfFsf nflu kf] /x]5 . pxfF c:ktfnsf] 9f]sfaf6 d';'Ss xfF:b} xfdL ePlt/ 
cfpg'eof] . æd]/f] z/L/df clS;hgsf] dfqf sd ePsf] sf/0fn] s]xL ;do 
c:ktfn a:g'kg]{ eof] . ltdLx¿ 3/ hfg" . d]/f] nflu s'g} lrGtf glng"Æ olt 
eg]kl5 pxfF PDa'n]G;sf] s';L{df a;]/ c:ktfn hfg'eof] . c:ktfn k'u]/ 
Dof;]h ug'{eof] . Dof;]hdf æd]/f] clS;hg dfqf nufot c¿ ;a}sf] hfFr 
x'Fb}5Æ eGg'ePsf] lyof] . cfh eGb} ef]ln eGb} c:ktfnsf]  a;fOF nlDaFb} 
uof] . t/ lel8of] sndf s'/f eO/xGYof] . pxfF …cfh cfpF5', ef]ln cfpF5'Ú 
eGbfeGb} cf7 lbg laTof] . cf7 lbgsf] ;fFem sl/a * ah]lt/ xf]nf lel8of] 
sndf ;Dks{ eof] . pxfFn] eGg'eof], æd]/f] afofF xft / v'§f rNb}g h:tf] 5 . 
efUodf h:tf] n]v]sf] 5 ;f]xL ef]Ug' kbf]{ /x]5 . ca d}n] cGo sfd ug{ ;lSbgF 
h:tf] 5 .Æ 

	 pxfFsf] kL/n] eTelt kf]ln/x]sf] dg, lrGtfn] ;tfO/x]sf] tg . 
SjLG6n ef/L af]s]sf] cg'e"lt eO/xFbf pxfFsf] Tof] kL/, lrGtf / ;f]r d}n] ;'Gg} 
;ls/x]sL lyOgF . Tof] ;a} ;'lg/xFbf d xtf; ePsL lyPF . cQflnPsL lyPF 
tyflk d ;DxflnFb} pxfFFnfO{ cfTdan, dgf]an / phf{ eg]{ sf]l;; ul//x]F . pxfF 
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cfkm}F eGb} x'g'x'GYof], æz/L/ /x] hLjgdf w]/} sfd ug{ ;lsG5 .Æ Tof] g} pxfFsf] 
clGtd jfSo d]/f] sfgdf u'l~h/x]sf] cfef; x'G5 . d em;ª\u x'G5' / ljZjf; 
ug{ sl7g x'G5 . xfdLn] o;/L ;Djfb u/]sf] sl/a b'O{ 306fkl5 c:ktfnaf6 
kmf]g cfof] . 8fS6/n] eGof] pxfFnfO{ :6«f]s eof] . clxn] e]l06n]6/df /fv]/ 
pkrf/ u/fO/x]sf 5f}F . c:ktfnaf6 kmf]g cfPkl5 dgdf qf; dfq xf]Og pxfFsf] 
Tof] cj:yfsf] cg'e"lt ug{ nfu]F . d Psf]xf]l/P5', 5f]/f / a'xf/Ln] cfjZos 
ljsNksf] af6f] vf]lh/x]sf] lemgf] ofb 5 . t/ dl:tis3ft ePsf] sf/0fn] yk 
pkrf/sf nflu csf]{ ljsNksf pkfox¿;d]t cjnDag ug{;Sg] ;Defjgf 
/x]g 5  . ef]lnkN6 km]l/ c:ktfnaf6 csf]{ kmf]g cfof] . æx]eL :6«f]s ePsf] 
sf/0f pxfFnfO{ arfpg ;lsPg . pkrf/sf] qmddf /flvPsf] e]l6n]6/ aGb ug{ 
kl/jf/sf] ;b:o cfpg"Æ eg]kl5 d]/f] t xf]; g} lyPg . ?g], s/fpg], efjljXjn 
ePsf] /x]5' . To;kl5 pxfFsf] ;fyL 8f= s[i0f clwsf/L / d]/L km'k" ;f;'nfO{ 
kmf]g u/]sL /lx5' . s;/L af]n]F, s] af]n]F < dnfO{ s]xL yfxf 5}g . c:ktfn egf{ 
u/]sf] gf} lbgkl5 pxfFsf] b]xfGt eof] . lbg cfPkl5 s;}sf] s]xL nfUb}g /x]5 . 

	 pxfF laTg'x'Fbf ̂ ) jif{ k'Ug Ps dlxgf afFsL lyof] / ljx] ePsf] $) jif{ 
k'Ug 8]9 jif{ afFsL lyof] . oL b'O{ ;df/f]xnfO{ eAotfsf ;fy g]kfndf dgfpg] 
xfd|f] -sfG5f 5f]/f / d]/f]_ of]hgf lyof] . ljjfx ePsf] $) jif{ k'u]sf] cj;/df 
tfhdxn hfg] b'O{ jif{cufl8s} of]hgf lyof] . ;a} ;kgf / of]hgfx¿ sf]le8 
!( n] ;g\ @)@! hgj/L @^ sf lbg rsgfr'/ kfl/lbof] . 

	 olb csf]{ hGd x'G5 eg] Tof] of]hgf csf]{ hGddf cjZo k"/f ug]{5f}F .   

ii

sNkgf nS;Daf :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;DafsL wd{kTgL x'g'x'G5 . pxfF kl/jf/sf ;fydf ;do 
ldnfP/ slxn] g]kfn slxn] a]nfotsf] lk|mDnLdf a:g'x'G5 . 
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8f= rGb| M d]/f] ;Demgfdf lktf

a;Gt nS;Daf

cleefjssf] ¿kdf lg:;Gb]x pxfF Ps pTs[i6 lktf x'g'x'GYof] . afafn] lg/Gt/ 
ug'{ePsf] s7f]/ ldlxg]t lagf xfdL o's]df x'g' c;Dej k|foM lyof] . xfd|f] 
of]hgf / ;kgfx¿df pxfFn] d]?b08sf] ¿kdf tTk/tfsf;fy ;w}F ;xof]u 
ug{'eof] . xfdLn] k|fKt u/]sf ;a} ;kmntfx¿df uj{ dxz'; ug{'eof] . pxfFn] 
;Gtfgx¿k|lt eGg] ug'{ePsf] Pp6f jfSo ;b}j ofb cfpF5 M æd]/f] 5f]/fx¿ 
;'gsf] 8Nnf / gflt gfltgLx¿ lx/fsf] 8Nnf xf] .Æ dnfO{ lxhf] h:t} nfU5 
Tof] If0fÙ d}n] XofDk;fo/ k|x/Ldf egf{ ePsf] vj/ ;'gfpFbf pxfF cToGt 
k|km'lNnt / ulj{t x'g'ePsf] lyof] . cfZro{rlst klg x'g'ePsf] lyof] . d]/f] 
efO axf/n] æ:jf:Yo ;"rgf Joj:yfÆ ljifodf :gftsf]Q/ kf; ubf{ klg pxfFn] 
plQs} uj{ dx;'; ug'{ePsf] lyof] . Tof] pxfFsf] cg'xf/df k|i6 b]lvGYof] . pxfFn] 
xfdLnfO{ pRr lzIffsf] nfuL ;w}F k|]l/t ul//xg'eof] . pxfFn] efO axf/nfO{ 
pxfFn] em}F kLPr8Lsf] nIo /fVg emSemsfO{ /xg'eof] .

	 a'xf/L of]hgfn] xfl;n u/]sf ;kmntfx¿df pxfF Tolts} uj{sf ;fy 
v';L x'g'x'GYof] . dnfO{ of] s'/f eGg s'g} ;+zo 5}g ls a'xf/L of]hgf pxfFsf] 
lk|o lyOg\ . s'g} ljifodf k|i6tf rflxPdf jf låljwf ePsf] cj:yfdf of]hgfn] 
;w}F cfˆgf] Nofstn] EofP;Dd, klxnf] JolQmsf] ¿kdf ;xof]u ul//lxg\ . 
cfˆgf] 5f]/L geP/ klg xf]nf, pxfFn] of]hgfnfO{ ;w}F 5f]/Lsf] ¿kdf dfof ddtf 
lbg'eof] . 

#
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	 gflt u|Lid / gfltgL cdfof;Fu pxfFsf] clt g} glhssf] / 
ljz]if ;DaGw lyof] . pxfFsf] Pp6f cfˆg} lgod lyof] ls pxfFsf] hlt g} Jo:t 
;dosf] afjh'b klg gflt gfltgLn] cg'/f]w u/]sf s'/fx¿df gfOFgfl:t slxNo} 
ug{' x'Gy]g . pxfFnfO{ d'6' hlQs} lk|o lyP gflt gfltgLx¿ . cdfofsf] lk|o 
cfb]z¿kL cg'/f]w lyof] M 3fF6L afh] . To;kl5 gfltgLnfO{ sfFwdf af]s]/ pxfF 
3/ aflx/ lgl:sg'x'GYof] . o:tf] a]nf gfltgLsf] rnfvL cfˆg} vfnsf] lyof] . 
cdfof cfˆgf] Hofs]6sf] uf]hLdf lao/sf] Sofg n'sfP/ afh]nfO{ af]h"n] 
gb]Vg] u/L aflx/ lg:s]kl5 lblGyg\ . of] tflnsf afh]–gfltgLsf] lgoldth:t} 
lyof] .

	 u|Lid cfˆgf] afh]nfO{ clt sg} dfof / cfb/ ub{Yof], cem} klg ub{5 . 
afh]–gflt gª / df;' em}F lyP . u|Lidn] afh]nfO{ klxnf] k|fyldstfdf /fv]sf] 
lyof] lsgeg] afh] 3/df ePkl5 p;n] eg]sf] ;a} s'/fx¿ ;lhn} kfpFYof] . 
cfkmGtx¿af6 slxn]sfxLF s]xL k};f kfpFbf u|Lidn] Tof] k};f arfP/ afh]nfO{ 
3/ jf sf/ lslglbG5' eGYof] . ;w}F ;a} s'/fx¿ afh]nfO{ g} . afafnfO{ laxfg} 
p7]/ gfltnfO{ :s'n k'¥ofpg' v';Lsf] If0f x'GYof] . d slxn]sfxLF afh]–gflt 
xft ;dfP/ uO/x]sf] ‰ofnaf6 x]y{]F, Tof] xft ;dfO / lxF8fO x]bf{ o:tf] nfUYof] 
ls pgLx¿nfO{ afFsL ;+;f/sf] s'g} dtna 5}g .

	 afaf lat]kl5 ;do sxfF ;lhnf] /xGYof] / Û of] sl7g kl/l:yltn] 
pxfF;Fu latfPsf ld7f ofbx¿ emNemnL NofO/xG5 . ;g\ @)!( sf] km]a|'c/L 
dlxgfdf o's]df sl/a Ps dlxgf ;do latfpg afaf / cfdf ;Fu} cfpg'ePsf] 
lyof] t/ sf]/f]gf dxfdf/Ln] l;h{gf u/]sf] ofqf k|ltaGwsf] lgodx¿n] g]kfn 
hfg] pxfFx¿sf] of]hgfnfO{ lg/Gt/ k/ ws]Nof] . oxL sf/0fn] xfdLnfO{ o's]df 
afaf cfdf;Fu} a:g] cj;/ klg ldNof] / xfdLn] w]/} rf8kj{x¿ h:t} M bz}F–
ltxf/, lqm;d;, s'z] cf}+zL cflb a8f] xiff]{Nnf;k"j{s dgfof}F . ;f/} ld7f lyP 
tL lbgx¿ Û cfh tL kj{x¿ dgfPsf If0fx¿ ;DemFbf dnfO{ o:tf] nfU5, 
afafnfO{ cfˆgf] hfg] lbgsf] k"j{ cfef; kf] lyof] ls Û

	 hLjgsf !( jif{x¿ uf]vf{ ;}lgs ;]jfdf latfP/ klg pxfFsf] dg 
;w}F g]kfndf g} /Xof] . o's]df hlt g} b'v u/] klg, afaf ;w}F g]kfn kmls{P/ 
s]xL sfd ug{ rfxfg'x'GYof] . of]hgfcg';f/ kmls{g' klg eof] . lzIff pxfFsf] 
klxnf] k|fyldstf lyof] . pxfFn] o's]df cWoog ug'{ePsf s'/fx¿ g]kfndf 
cWofkg jf nfu" ug{ rfxfg'x'GYof] . To;df pxfF k|i6 ljrf/ lyof] M hft, 
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wd{, /ª\u cflbsf] s'g} e]befj g/fvL ;a} hgfnfO{ lzIffsf] bfo/fdf Nofpg' 
kb{5 . g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf pxfF !* dlxgfb]lv k|fWofkssf ¿kdf 
sfo{/t x'g'x'GYof] . ljZjljBfnosf] sfdk|lt pxfFsf] k|]d lyof] / ljBfyL{x¿;Fu 
;do latfpFbf pxfF cf}lw /dfpg'x'GYof] . d k|foM h;f] afafnfO{ laxfgsf] 
kfFr ah] g]kfndf /x]sf ljBfyL{x¿;Fu sIff lnO/x]sf] jf s'/fsfgL ul//x]sf] 
b]Vy]F . pxfF cfˆgf ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ pgLx¿sf] gfdx¿n] geO{ æd]/f ljBfyL{x¿Æ 
eg]/ ;Daf]wg ug'{x'GYof] . o;af6 pxfF cfˆgf] sfddf slt bQlrQ eP/ 
ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ cfkm"n] kfPsf] 1fg afF8\g rfxfg'x'GYof] eg]/ dnfO{ cfef; 
x'GYof] . 
	 n'lDagL ljZjljBfnodf l;g]6 ;ef ;b:osf] ¿kdf klg pxfF lgo'Qm 
x'g'ePsf] lyof] . ljZjljBfnosf] Ps cË x'g'ePsf]df lhDd]jf/Lk"j{s 
pT;flxt x'g'x'GYof] . tfKn]h'ªl:yt xfd|f] ufpF æs'Ghf/LÆ kmls{g] pxfFsf] ;kgf 
lyof], h;nfO{ ;don] k"/f x'g lbPg . s'Ghf/L pxfFsf] d'6'df g} lyof] . ToxfF 
Pp6f ;fgf] 3/ agfP/ cfˆgf] hGd:yfg gflt gfltgLnfO{ b]vfpg rfxfg'x'GYof] . 
;fob cfˆgf ;Gtltx¿nfO{ xfdL sxfFsf] dfG5] xf}F eg]/ lrgfpg rfxfg'x'GYof] 
pxfF .

	 afaf cfkm"n] k9]sf] ;/:jtL :s'nnfO{ ;xof]u ug{ rfxfg'x'GYof] . 
;]jflgj[Q hLjg g]kfndf latfpFbf pxfFdf ckf/ v';L / ;Gt'li6 lyof] . pxfFn] 
cfˆgf] hLjgsfndf w]/} s'/fx¿df ;kmntf k|fKt ug'{eof] tyflk ;dfhnfO{ 
lbg ;Sg] s'/fx¿ afFsL g} lyP . lgoltn] pxfFsf] hLjg c;dodf g} r'F8]sf] 
xf] . xfdLnfO{ ;w}F ;dfh / ;fdflhs ;DklQsf] af/]df eGg'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] 
b]xfj;fgkl5 xfdLn] k|fKt u/]sf lr¶L, sf8{ / kmf]gx¿n] klg ;dfh / 
;fdflhs ;DklQsf] dxŒjsf af/]df a'‰of}F . b'Mvsf] 38Ldf ;fy lbg' x'g] xfd|f 
;a} :jhgx¿nfO{ xfd|f] kl/jf/sf] tkm{af6 x[bob]lv g} wGojfb tyf gdg JoQm 
ub{5f}F .

ii

a;Gt nS;Daf :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] h]7f] 5f]/f x'g'x'G5 . pxfF a]nfotsf] XofDk;fo/ 

k|x/Ldf sfo{/t x'g'x'G5 .
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Ps a'afsf] ¿kdf rGb| 

axf/ nS;Daf

xfd|f] lk|o a'afsf] b]xfGtnfO{ ;fdgf ug{ xfdLnfO{ lgs} r'gf}tLk"0f{ ePsf] 5 . 
pxfF xfd|f] hLjgdf Ps k|d'v JolQmTj x'g'x'GYof] . xfd|f] afNosfndf pxfFn] 
xfdL;Fu latfpg ;Sg] ;donfO{ Tofu u/]/ xfd|f] hLjg ;lhnf] xf];\ eGg] 
cfzfdf la|l6z ;]gfdf hflu/ vfg ljb]lzg' eof] . pxfFn] To; ;dodf 
ug'{ePsf] ldlxg]tn] ce}m;Dd klg xfdLnfO{ hLjg hLpg ;xh agfO/x]sf] 5 . 
pxfFn] af6f] gsf]l/lbg'ePsf] eP ;fob d]/f] bfh'n] g t XofDkzfo/ k|x/Ldf 
hf]l8g] df}sf g} kfpg' x'g]lyof] g o's]df d]/L efph"nfO{ g} e]6\g' x'g]lyof] . d}n] 
klg o's]df dfWoldsb]lv pRrtx;Ddsf] lzIff slxNo} kfpg] lyOgF xf]nf .

	 xfd|f] a'af pxfFsf] hLjgel/ g} ;w}F cfˆgf]] lzIffk|lt /x]sf] hf]z / 
kfl/jfl/s lhDd]jf/Låf/f lgb{]lzt x'g'x'GYof] . dfWolds lzIffnfO{ k5\ofpFbf 
pxfF s'Ghf/L ufpFaf6 tfKn]h'Ë ;b/d'sfd k'Ug'eof] . pRr lzIff vf]Hb} 
pxfF tfKn]h'Ëaf6 sf7df8f}F k'Ug'eof] . xfd|f] kl/jf/sf] lhDd]jf/Ln] pxfFnfO{ 
ljZjel/ k'¥ofof] . a'|gfO{ / o's]df pxfFsf] ofqfsf] ;dofjlwdf xfdLn] klg 
pxfF;Fu} hfg] / Ps;fy ;do latfpg] s]xL df}sf kfof}F . oL b'O{ b]zx¿df 
xfdLn] latfPsf ;dox¿nfO{ kms]{/ x]bf{ Tof] Pp6f o:tf] ;do lyof] hxfF a'af 
/ 5f]/flarsf] ;fFrf] ;DaGw k'gM hf]l8g / To;nfO{ ljsf; ug{ xfdL ;Ifd 
eof}F . pxfF ;fdflhs / efjgfTds¿kdf a'l4dfg x'g'x'GYof] / xfdL 6f9f /x]sf] 
sf/0f xfdL larsf] cGt/sf] ljifodf klg ;r]t x'g'x'GYof] . 

	 xfdLnfO{ dgkg]{ lqmofsnfkx¿, h:t} :s'n k'¥ofpg hfg], lqms]6 jf 
k'm6an k|ltof]lutfx¿df ;fd]n x'gsf nflu pxfFn] cltl/Qm k|of; ug'{eof] . 

$
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dnfO{ ofb 5 pxfFn] d]/f] k'm6an k|ltof]lutf ;lsgnfO{ b'O{ 306f;Dd k|tLIff 
ug'{x'GYof] . o; ;dodf pxfFn] cfˆgf] sf/nfO{ Nofk6k\, lstfax¿, gf]6skLx¿, 
xfOnfO6;{sf] Ps Kofs]6 / pxfFsf] dgkg]{ k]o kbfy{– lrofn] el/Psf] yd{;sf] 
;fydf 3'DtL k':tsfnodf kl/jt{g ul/lbg'x'GYof] . cfh;Dd klg s;/L pxfF 
k':ts vf]n]/ t'?Gt} To:tf] Wofgsf] ;fydf cfk}mFnfO{ To;df 8'afpg ;Sg'x'GYof] 
eGg] s'/fn] dnfO{ crlDdt kf5{ . nfU5, cfk}Fmn] yfx} gkfOsg k9]/ ;DejtM 
pxfFn] s]xL ljZj sLlt{dfgx¿ klg tf]8\g'ePsf] 5 .

	 xfd|f] a'afn] xfd|L cfdfnfO{ cf:8f ;'k/:6f]/df 3/]n' ;fdfu|Lx¿ 
lsgd]n ug{ n}hFfbf klg To:t} ug'{x'GYof] . pxfF sf/d} a:g'x'GYof] / k9\g] 
ug'{x'GYof] . cfdfn] a'af;Fu lh:s]/ eGg'x'GYof] ætkfO{Fn] w]/} k9\g' x'g] ePsf]n] 
s'g} lbg d  sf/df k:bf glrg]/, …tkfO{+ sf] xf] alxgL eg]/ ;f]Wg'x'g]5Ú .Æ

	 d}n] Psk6s, æpxfF s;/L hxfFklg k9\g ;Sg'x'G5 <Æ eg]/ cfdfnfO{ 
;f]w]F . clg cfdfn] d':s'/fpFb} hjfkm lbg'eof], æpxfF a|'gfO{sf] hª\undf 
Jofofdsf nflu t}gfy ul/Fbf h;/L k9\gsf nflu ;do lgsfNg'x'GYof], To;sf] 
bfFhf]df sf/ t lgs} ljnfl;tfsf] :yfg xf] . a|'gfOdf x/]s laxfg p7]/ pxfF 
cfˆgf] zf}r ug{sf nflu Pp6f vfN8f] vGg'x'GYof] / ToxfF a:b} ubf{ pxfF k':ts 
lgsfNg'x'GYof], clg cfk"mn] ;Sg] hlt kfgfx¿ k9\g'x'GYof] . lsgls of] g} 
pxfFn] k9\g kfpg] Ps dfq ;do lyof] .Æ pxfFdf axfgfafhL ug]{ afgL lyPg . 
ToxL cg'zf;g / ;dk{0fn] g} pxfFnfO{ kLPr8Lsf sl7g r/0fx¿af6 u'lh|g 
;xfotf u¥of] . d]/L cfdf / d]/f] bfOn] pxfFnfO{ tL ;doaf6 u'lh|gnfO{ / 
k"0f{¿kdf kLPr8Ldf g} Wofg s]lGb|t ug{sf nflu kvf{n h:t} v8f eO{ ;fy 
lbg'ePsf] lyof] .

	 xfd|f] a'afsf] sf/ xfd|f nflu cf>o:yn lyof] . lsgls ToxLF g} 
pxfFn] xfdL;Fu ljleGg ljifox¿ / of]hgfx¿sf] af/]df s'/f ug'{x'GYof] . ofqf 
hlt nfdf] x'GYof], jftf{nfk Tolt g} ulx/f] x'g]uYof]{ . xfdL b'j}hgf uf8Laf6 
aflx/ lg:s]kl5 /fd|f];Fu a'e]msf] dx;'; uYof}{F . xfdL ;g\ @)!( ;fndf g]kfn 
kms]{kl5 sf/ ofqfdf ug]{ ;/;Nnfxsf] tl/sfdf kl/jt{g eof] . ;'gfsf]7L, 
nlntk'/df /x]sf] ;]s'jf 3/ ca xfd|f] csf]{ 5nkmn ug]{ :yfg aGof], hxfF 
xfdL lJx:sLsf] lunf; / pxfFsf] dgkg]{ kf]s{ ;]s'jfsf] ;fydf tL jftf{nfkx¿ 
ug]{ uYof}{F . z'qmaf/afx]s xKtfsf] c¿ 5 lbg d 3/ l9nf] cfpFbf d]/f] a'afn] 
Tolt lrGtf ug'{ x'GgYof] . olb d a]n'sLsf] ^M#) ah];Dd klg 3/ cfOgF 
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eg] pxfFn] t'?Gt} dnfO{ kmf]g ug'{x'GYof] / pxfFnfO{ / cfdfnfO{ pQm ;]s'jf 
3/df e]6\gnfO{ af]nfpg'x'GYof] . To;df slxNo} s'g} axfgf dfGo x'Fb}gYof] . pxfF 
a'afeGbf a9L Ps c;n ldq, ;Nnfxsf/ / xfd|f] hLjgdf ;a}eGbf 7'nf] k|]/0ff 
x'g'xGYof] .

	 xfd|f] a'afnfO{ s'Ghf/Ldf pxfFsf] ;kgfsf] 3/ agfpg] s'/f ug{ lgs} 
dgkYof]{ / ToxfFaf6 g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnosf cgnfOg sIffx¿ ;~rfng 
ug]{ wf/0ff k|s6 ug'{x'GYof] . pxfFn] cfdfsf] ;xhkgfsf nflu ToxfF o'/f]k]nL 
z}nLsf] zf}rfno agfpg] k|:tfj klg /fVg'ePsf] lyof] . ha xfd|f] ufpFdf 
af6f]x¿ rf}8f agfpg 8f]h/ k|j]z u¥of], ta Ps vfn] ckf/ pT;fx g} 5fPsf] 
lyof] . Toltv]/ xfdLnfO{ yfxf lyPg ls a'afn] pxfFsf] ;kgfsf] 3/ agfpg] 
of]hgf ug'{ePsf] :yfg;Dd hfg] af6f] vGgsf nflu 8f]h/nfO{ uf]Ko¿kdf s]xL 
yk k};f klg ltg'{ePsf] /x]5 .

	 pxfF ljZjel/ 3'Dg' ePsf] ePtf klg pxfFn] st} klg h/f g} eg] uf8\g' 
ePg . xfd|f] jftf{nfksf] ;dodf of] :ki6 lyof] ls pxfF cfˆgf] ufpF s'Ghf/Ldf 
kms{g rfxg'x'GYof] . hxfFaf6 pxfFsf] hLjgsf] ;'?jft ePsf] lyof] . ;kgfsf] 
3/ agfO;s]kl5 Pslbg pxfFsf ax'd"No gflt–gfltgL -u|Lid / cdfof_ nfO{ 
ufpFdf n}hfg] of]hgf pxfFn] /fVg'ePsf] lyof] . xfdLx¿ s'Ghf/Ldf x'Fbf u|Lid 
/ cdfofnfO{ ToxfFsf] :yfgLo ;+:s[ltdf cEo:t ePsf] sNkgf ug]{ uYof}{F / 
pgLx¿sf af/]df s'/f ug{ lgs} /dfOnf] dfGYof}F . a'af cfˆgf xh'/a'af–xh'/cfdf 
/ sfsLx¿k|lt cfkm"nfO{ x'sf{pg'ePsf]df lgs} cfef/L x'g'x'GYof] / dnfO{ nfU5 
ls u|Lid / cdfofn] klg pxfF / cfdfaf6 ToxL x]/rfx, dfof / lgb]{zg kfpg\
eGg] pxfF rfxg'x'GYof] . pxfF ;w}F kl/jf/df ;a}hgfsf] af/]df ;f]Rg'x'GYof], clg 
d]/f] bfh' / d]/L efph"dfly lgs} uj{ ug'{x'GYof] . 5f]/f a'xf/L -d]/f] bfO / efph"_ 
n] :yfoL k];f k|fKt u/]sf]df / kl/jf/sf nflu Ps :yfoL jftfj/0f l;h{gf 
ePsf]df pxfF uj{ ug'{x'GYof] . d]/L efph"nfO{ pxfF 5f]/L e}Fm dfof ug'{x'GYof] . 
pxfFsf] cg';Gwfg kl/of]hgfx¿df k|"km l/l8ª jf 8f6f lSnlgª u/]/ efph"n] 
;xof]u ug'{x'Fbf pxfF efph"sf] lgs} ;/fxgf ug'{x'GYof] .

	 pxfFsf] z}lIfs d08n / pxfFsf ljBfyL{x¿ pxfFsf] csf]{ kl/jf/ 
lyof] . a'af pxfFsf ljBfyL{n] pTs[i6 gtLhf Nofpg ;s"g\ eg]/ ;dlk{t 
x'g'x'GYof] . pxfF laxfgsf] %M)) ah]b]lv dWo/ft;Dd cfˆgfsf ljBfyL{x¿sf] 
cfjZostfcg';f/ cfkm" pknAw ePsf] kSsf ub}{ cfˆgf] Nofk6ksf] cufl8 
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/xg'x'GYof] . 'dfS;{jfb', 'cg';Gwfg k4lt', 'jo:s lzIff', 'cf}krfl/s 
/ cgf}krfl/s lzIff', 'hLjg ko{Gtsf] l;sfO' h:tf zAbx¿n] 3/ u'~hg] 
uYof]{ .

	 cf}krfl/s / cgf}krfl/s lzIffsf] af/]df pxfFn] xfdLnfO{ lbg'ePsf] 
JofVof ;w}F xfd|f] hLjgsf] efu x'g]5g\ . pxfFn] xfdLnfO{ olt w]/} cgf}krfl/s 
lzIffsf] cg'ejx¿ 5f]8]/ hfg'ePsf] 5 h;sf] lglDt xfdL ;w}F a'afk|lt C0fL 
/xg]5f}F . Psk6s d}n] d]/f] :gfts txsf] l8u|L k"/f ug{] s'/faf6 kl5 x6\g 
nflu;s]sf] lyPF . pxfFn] cfˆgf]] kLPr8Lsf nflu ug'{ePsf] ;+3if{nfO{ d}n] 
glhsaf6 cjnf]sg u/]sf] sf/0f g} :gfts txaf6 olt ;lhn} kl5 x6\g' 
x'Fb}g eGg] s'/fsf] dx;'; u/]F] . pxfFn] u|Lid / cdfofn] klg Pslbg ToxL af6f] 
k5\ofpg]5g\ eg]/ cfzf ug{'x'GYof] . ha u|Lidn] xfd|f] a'afsf] y]l;;sf] k':ts 
lrg]sf] lyof] ta pxfF lgs} uj{ ug]{ xh'/a'af x'g'ePsf] lyof] . pxfF v';Lsf] 
ls/0fn] rlDsg'x'GYof] / eGg'x'GYof] ls d]/f] gfltn] klg p;sf] xh'/a'afh:t} 
kLPr8L u/]sf] x'g]5 .

	 xfd|f] a'af 1fgsf] cToflws t[i0ff ePsf] / u|fdL0f If]q ljsf;sf] 
bz{g;lxtsf] Ps b|i6f x'g'x'GYof], ljz]ifu/L s'Ghf/L ufpFsf] lglDt . pxfFn] 
xfdLnfO{ lgs} rfF8} g} 5f]8]/ dfq hfg'ePg, o:tf] vfnL 7fpF klg 5f]8]/ 
hfg'eof] h'g slxNo} el/g ;Sb}g . xfdL xfd|f] a'afnfO{ lgs} g} ;DemG5f}F / 
olb xfdLn] pxfFnfO{ k]ml/ b]Vg ;Sg] eP xfdL pxfFnfO{ Pp6f sf/sf] ofqfdf 
n}hfg] lyof}F h;sf] s'g} cGTo x'g] lyPg . olb To;sf] cGTo x'g' g} lyof] eg] 
klg pxfFsf] ufpF s'Ghf/L clGtd uGtJo x'g]lyof] hxfF pxfFn] sNkgf ug'{ePsf] 
pxfFsf] ;kgfsf] 3/ aGb} u/]sf] pxfFn] b]Vg' x'g]lyof] .

ii

axf/ nS;Daf :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] sfG5f 5f]/f x'g'x'G5 . pxfF sf7df8f}Fl:yt  
lnª\sg :s'ndf sfo{/t x'g'x'G5 .
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To my Favourite Baje
Greeshma Laksamba

	 In football I always used you as my motivation and said to 
myself “Baje's watching, give it 100 per cent". You were my best 
friend and I remember when you shouted at Baba for telling me off. 
I still have a clear memory of when you bought my scooter, games, 
sweets and nerf guns, secretly.
	 When I'm in bed thinking about you, I always regret 
shouting at you over losing in my game. I always feel upset when 
I think about you and try to think of other stuff. I cried a lot when 
I wrote this. Every time I think about you, I secretly cry and hide it 
from Baba. 
	 I wish I could say one final goodbye! Sometimes I wonder 
why you left so early.
From your 1st diamond- Greeshma (Hugs and kisses).
Greeshma Laksamba

Contributor:

Greeshma Laksamba, aged 12, is the grandson of the late Chandra 
Laksamba. He is currently studying in Year 7.

**

5
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My Shining Angel
Amaya Laksamba

Contributor:

Amaya Laksamba, aged 6, is the granddaughter of the late 
Chandra Laksamba. She is currently studying in Year 1.

**

6
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d]/f] bfh', d]/f] cleefjs 

;"o{ s'df/ nS;Daf

8f= rGb| nS;Daf lnDa" afaf cfz axfb'/ lnDa" / cfdf dfS;' lnDa"sf] Ps 
dfq 5f]/f x'g'x'G5 . cfdf dfS;' lnDa"sf] c;fdlos lgwgkl5 afafn] lkm:6Ldfof 
lnDa";Fu k'glj{jfx ug'eof] / pxfFsf] sf]vaf6 d / d]/L Ps alxgLsf] hGd eof] . 
8f= rGb| nS;Daf d]/f] bfh' x'g'x'G5 . d]/f nflu dxŒjk"0f{ cleefjsLo e"ldsf 
lgjf{x ug{'ePsfn] d]/f] cleefjs klg . pxfF d]/f] hLjgsf dfu{bz{s x'g'x'GYof] . 
pxfFs} /]vb]vdf d}n] lzIff–bLIff / Jojxfl/s 1fg k|fKt u/]F .

	 a'af l;Ëfk'/ k|x/Lsf OG:k]S6/ x'g'x'GYof] . a'af cjsfz eP/ g]kfn 
cfpg'eof] . a'afn] dnfO{ ;/sf/L ljBfnodf egf{ ug{ vf]Hbf bfOsf] lhls/n] 
lghL :s'n -af]l8{ª_df egf{ ePF . l;Ëfk'/ k|x/Laf6 l/6fo{d]G6kl5 a'af–cfdf 
k'Vof}{nL yftynf] -tfKn]h'ª_ kxf8df a;f]af; ug{'eof] . Tof] sl7g ;dodf 
d]/f nflu ;Dk"0f{ cleefjssf] lhDd]jf/L / bfloTj bfOn] g} lgjf{x ug{'eof] . 
bfh'sf] /]vb]v;Fu} d]/L efph" sNkgf ;fFjfsf] dxŒjk"0f{ e"ldsfsf] sf/0fn] 
d]/f] afNosfn ;'vb /Xof] .

	 g]kfnLx¿sf] dxŒjk"0f{ rf8kj{df xf]:6n labf x'g] x'Fbf xf]:6]n;Dd 
nfg] Nofpg] sfd d]/f] bfh'n] g} ug{'x'GYof] . d;Fu ePsf d]/f] lstfasfkL ;lxtsf] 
ux|f}F emf]nf af]Sg'x'GYof] / d]/f xft ;dfP/ af6f]df 8f]¥ofP/ 3/ NofPsf] ofb 
cem} d]/f] dfg;k6ndf tfh} 5 . xf]:6n labfsf] ;dodf xf6–ahf/ 3'Dg hfFbf 
xf];\ of cfkmGtnfO{ e]63f6 ug{ hfFbf cfpFbf xf];\ d 3/aflx/ hfFbf cfpFbf 
;d]t d]/f] xft ;dfP/ 8f]¥ofpg' x'GYof] . o;/L x/]s sf/0fn] d]/f] afNosfnsf 
;Dk"0f{ ;do bfO;Fu laTof] . bfOn] ;w}F d]/f] Vofn ug{'eof] . To;}n] pxfF d]/f] 
cleefjs x'g'x'GYof] .

&
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	 d ;fgf] x'Fbf;Dd d]/f] x/]s lqmofsnfkdf Wofg lbg' x'g] d]/f bfO / 
d]/f] ;DaGw pd]/ 9lNsFb} hfFbf cleefjsaf6 la:tf/} cflTdo ldqsf] ¿kdf 
¿kfGtl/t x'g k'Uof] . pxfF d]/f] nflu Pp6f c;n ldq x'g'eof] . af}l4s / j}rfl/s 
b[li6sf]0fn] bfO w]/} cl3 x'g' eP klg cflTds ¿kn] ;a}eGbf glhs lyofF}+ .

	 kl/jf/sf] ;Nnfxadf]lhd ;f]lN6gL OGb|snf ;fFjf lnDa";Fu d]/f] 
j}jflxs hLjg ufFl;Pkl5 Pp6f gofF cWofosf] z'ef/De eof] . bfh'–efph" 
/ kl/jf/sf] cfu|xdf ;f]lN6gL OGb|snf ;fFjf d]/L hLjg ;F+lugL eOg\ . xfdL 
bfh'efO, pxfFx¿ lblbalxgL . xfd|f] kfl/jfl/s ;DaGw emg\ w]/} k|uf9 Pjd\ 
;'dw'/ eof] .

	 d]/f] bfO ;fgf] pd]/b]lv g} lzIffk|]dL x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] ;ª\3if{do 
ljBfyL{ hLjgsf af/]df t d}n] pNn]v ug{' kb}{g h:tf] nfU5 . To;}n] oxfF 
bfh'efOsf] cGt/;DaGwsf afx]s c¿ s'/f n]lvgF . 

	 lzIffsf nflu pxfFn] dnfO{ ;w} clek|]l/t u/L /xg'x'GYof] . xfd|f] 
kl/jf/df bfOn] hlt xfdL cGo bfh'efO, lblbalxgLx¿n] lzIff If]qdf gfd /fVg 
;s]gf}F . t/ h] eP klg xfd|f] kl/jf/df bfOsf] gfd lng kfpFbf uj{ dx;'; x'G5 . 
xfdLn] af]l8{ª :s'ndf cWoog ug]{ df}sf kfP/ klg s]xL ug{ ;s]gf}F . bfOn] 
ufpFsf] ;/sf/L ljBfnoaf6 cWoog ;'? u/]/ tfKn]h'ª lhNnfsf] b'u{d e]uaf6 
k|j]lzsf kl/Iff -P;Pn;L_ pQL0f{ u/]/ a]nfoth:tf] b]zaf6 kLPr8L;Ddsf] 
cWoog k"/f ug{'eof] . To;}n] cfh bfOsf] af/]df j0f{g ug]{ s'g} ;Ldf g} 5}g .

	 d]/f] of] hLjgdf j}rfl/s / Jojxfl/s 1fg lbg' x'g] d]/f] bfO cfh 
d]/f nflu dfq cleefjs x'g' ePg, tkfO{ xfdL ;a}sf] ;j{lk|o cleefjs 
aGg ;Sg'eof] . xfd|f] kl/jf/sf] OHht, uf}/j / k|lti7f dfq geP/ /fi6«sf] 
JolQmTj aGg ;kmn x'g'eof] . cfh d]/f bfO xfdL lar g/x] klg ;wF} xfdLnfO{ 
;/;Nnfx, ;'emfj / lzlIft aGg af6f] b]vfO/x]sf] h:tf] nfU5 dnfO{ .

	 bfO Û tkfO{ cfh xfd|f] kl/jf/, lzIffk|]dL g]kfnL ;d'bfolar /lx/xg' 
ePsf] 5 . Tof] ljZjf; lnPsf] 5' – tfu]/f lgªdfkm'dfªdf tkfO{sf] uf}/jdo 
pkl:yt /lx/xf];\ . ;]jf/f] .

ii

;"o{ s'df/ nS;Daf :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] sfG5f] efO x'g'x'G5 . pxfF w/fg 
!* a'4rf]s, g]kfndf a:g'x'G5 . 
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rGb|df h:t} rlDsnf] rGb| bfO

df]xg sfªaf

g]kfnsf] ;'b"/ k"jL{ lhNnf tfKn]h'ªsf] xfnsf] l;l/h+uf ufpFkflnsf l;s}Frf 
# s'Ghf/Ldf :juL{o cfzaxfb'/ nS;Daf / :juL{o dfS;' sfª\af nS;Dafsf] 
sf]vaf6 lj=;+=@)!& ;fn kmfNu'g * ut] 8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;Dafsf] hGd 
ePsf] lyof] . d pxfFsf] h]7f] dfdfsf] 5f]/f xF' / pxfF d]/f] h]7L km'k"sf] 5f]/f 
x'g'x'G5 . To;sf/0f rGb| bfO ;fgf]df dfjnL3/ cfpg' x'Fbf dfjnL afh], 
af]h" / 3/sf cGo ;b:ox¿n] xfdLnfO{ bfOsf] af/]df aofg ug{'x'GYof] . pxfF 
;fgf] 5Fbfb]lv g} clt g} t]lhnf] / ldhfl;nf] :jefjsf JolQm x'g'x'GYof] eg]/ 
eGg'x'GYof] . 

	 afh], af]h", dfdfx¿ / 5\ofdfx¿ eg] kl5 pxfFnfO{ c¿ sf]xL grflxg] 
/] . dfjnL 3/s} 3'¥ofgdf Tof] a]nf >L ;/:jtL k|fylds ljBfno s'Ghf/L 
-xfn >L ;/:jtL pRr dfWolds ljBfno_ ePsf]n] lrl6Ss k/]/ sfnf] kf6L 
/ v/L -rs_ af]s]/ v';L;fy bf}8]/ :s'n hfg'x'GYof] /] . pxfF :s'ndf sIffdf 
;w}F k|yd x'g'x'GYof] /] . 

	 o;/L g} pxfFn] cfˆgf] cWoogsf] qmddf tfKn]h'ª km'ªlnª 
clDa6f/sf] efg' dfWolds ljBfnoaf6 @)## ;fndf P;Pn;L pQL0f{ ug{' 
ePkl5 pRr lzIffsf nflu sf7df8fF} cfpg'eof] . cd[t ;fO{G; SofDk;af6 
cfˆgf] cWoog ;s]/ w/fgl:yt 3f]kfdf sfd ug{'eof] .

	 Tolt dfq geP/ pxfFn] ljBfyL{ sfnaf6} /fhgLlts ultljlwdf klg 
rf;f] lng'x'GYof] . pxfF cd[t ;fOG; SofDk;df clvn g]kfn /fli6«o :jtGq 
ljBfyL{ o'lgog -kfFrf}F_ sf] tkm{af6 :jljo"sf] ;efklt klg aGg'eof] .  

*
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	 pxfF :jb]zsf w]/} cj;/x¿nfO{ yfFtL /fVb} ;g\  !(*$ df la|l6z 
cfdL{df -Snl/sn  ;le{;_ df elt{ x'g'eof] . Tolta]nf d clns ;fg} lyPF . 
5'§Ldf dfjnL cfpg'x'GYof] . bfOsf] 3/ / dfjnL3/ -d]/f] 3/_ @% ldg]6 
lxF8fO{sf] b'/Ldf 5 .

	 ;do / kl/l:yltjz d klg ;g\ !(($ df la|l6z cfdL{df etL{ 
eO{ bfO;Fu a|'gfO{df e]6 eof] . o;/L g} bfO clg pxfFsf] kl/jf/ sNkgf 
efph", elthx¿ a;Gt / axf/ xfdL Ps} kl/jf/h:t} eP/ a|'gfO{ / o's]df 
e]6 eO/xGYof] . d 5'§L hfFbf bfO–efph"sf] 3/ sf]6]Zj/ sf7df8f}Fdf hfGy]F . 
xfdL kfl/jfl/s s'/f u/]/ /dfOnf] ub{Yof}F . oxfF a]nfotdf klg bfO / d e]6 
x'Fbf vfnL ufpF3/sf] / dfjnL3/sf] clg bfOsf] k'/fgf] kf}+7]hf]/L v]Ng] ufpFsf 
;fyLx¿sf] af/]df s}of}F 3G6f uGyg uYof]{}F . o;/L g} xfdL a]nfotdf bfO–
efOsf] kl/jf/ lar e]63f6 eO /xGYof] .

	 bfOn] kN6gd} cfˆgf] cWoognfO{ cl3 a9fpg' eO ;/] o'lgel;{6Laf6 
kLPr8L pkflw k|fKt ug{'ePsf] lyof] . Tof] a]nf bfOsf] 3/ d 5'§Ldf hfFbf 
bfO;Fu} slxn]sfxLF pxfFsf] o'lgel;{6Ldf klg nfg'x'GYof] . a]nfotdf bfO / d]/f] 
a;fOF Ps 3G6fsf] uf8L ofqfsf] b'/Ldf 5 . 8f= rGb| bfO xfd|f] kl/jf/sf] d"nL, 
cu|h x'g''x'GYof] ;fy} x/]s s'/fdf af}l4s ;'emfjx¿ lbg'x'GYof] . pxfF xfd|f] 
kl/jf/sf] lbjf/ h:t} x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFn] dfjnLx¿sf] gfd pRr /flvlbg'ePsf] 
lyof] . k"l0f{dfsf] /ftdf rGb|df rlDsP/ hut g} pHofnf] eP em}+ pxfFsf] 
pkl:ytLk|lt clt uj{ ub{Yof}+ xfdL . pxfFn] kl/jf/, ;dfh, ;+:yfx¿ cflbdf 
lbg' ePsf] of]ubfgx¿ n]Vg jf eGg d]/f] cf}sftn] g} k'Ub}g .

	 ;g\ @^ hgj/L @)@! sf lbg xfd|f] kl/jf/df aln/x]sf] Tof] rlDsnf] 
rGb|df -8f=rGb| bfO_ ;f]Rg} g;lsg] / kTofpg} g;lsg] u/L ;w}Fsf nflu 
lalng x'g'eof] . eujfgn] klg /fd|f] dfG5]nfO{ l5§} l6k]/ nfG5 eGg] egfO 
;fFRr} g} xf] /x]5 h:tf] dnfO{ nflu/x]sf] 5 . bfO tkfO{ hxfF /xg' eP klg v';L 
/xg' xf];\ . xfdL ;w}F ;DemL /xg] 5f}F . bfOk|lt xflb{s >4fGhln .  

ii

:juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] dfdfsf] 5f]/f df]xg sfª\af xfn a]nfotsf] xfO j]sf]Dadf 
a:g'x'G5 .  
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xfd|f] s'nsf Ps rlDsnf] gIfqsf] 
cljZj;gLo a|DxnLg

8f= k"0f{ nS;d

nS;Daf, nS;d / nQmd bfh'efO{ aGw' ;d'bfodf klxnf] ljBfjfl/lw 
-kLPr8L_ bLlIft JolQm dfq xf]Og of]UotfnfO{ Jofjxfl/stfsf] s;Ldf 9fNg] 
tdfd aGw'x¿sf] pHofnf]sf] Hof]lt x'g'x'GYof] 8f= rGb| nS;Daf . ljqmd ;+jt\ 
@)#^ ;fnd} c:sn SofDk;df la=P:;L cWoogsf] qmddf :jljo' ;efklt 
aGg ;kmn x'g'ePsfn] 8f= nS;Dafsf] ;fdflhs tyf /fhg}lts ljsf; / 
kl/jt{gsf] r]t / ef]s lszf]/ cj:yfd} cª\s'/0f ePsf] k'li6 x'G5 . dflg;sf] 
d[To' zfZjt s'/f xf] tyflk pxfFn] of] ;+;f/ 5f8]/ uPsf] s'/fdf cfhko{Gt 
xfdL ljZj:t x'g ;s]sf 5}gf}F . x/ cfTdLo, ;xof]uL tyf cleefjssLo 
efj / cfjfh cem} xfdLdf u'l~hG5g\ . nfdf] ;kgfaf6 lakgfdf cfO{ pxfFsf] 
pkl:ylt tyf ;fy kfpg ;lsPnf ls eGg] efg xfdLnfO{ kl//xG5 . clt 
;/n / ;xof]uL JolQmTjsf] wgL 8f= nS;Daf bfh'efO aGw'sf] dfq geO{ tdfd 
uf]vf{ ;d'bfo / l;Ë} -g]kfn_ /fi6«sf] d"Nojfg\ pkxf/ x'g'x'GYof] . cfw'lgs 
ljZjsf] ;fk]Iftfdf ;du| bfh'efO ;dfhsf] ljsf;, k|ult / v';Lsf lgldQ 
;b}j tNnLg x'g'x'GYof] . Ps rlDsnf] gIfqsf] b'Mvb cGTon] cToGt 7'nf] 
Iflt a]xf]g{ k/]sf] kL8f xfdLdfem tfh} 5 .  

	 ;fd'bflos ;'v b'Mv ;f6\g] d~rsf] ¿kdf a]nfotsf tdfd 
nS;Daf, nS;d / nQmd bfh'efO ;dfh :yfkgfdf pxfFn] cu|0fL e"ldsf 
v]Ng'ePsf] lyof] . cfTdLotf / 3lgi7tf a9fpg lgoldt e]63f6sf] jftfj/0f 

(
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agfpg x/;Dej k|of;/t x'g'x'GYof] . ablnFbf] lj1fg–k|ljlw / ljZj l:yltnfO{ 
cfTd;ft\ ub}{ gjLg ;f]r / lzIffaf6 ;d'bfosf] k|ultzLn ;d'Gglt ;Dej 5 
egL ;Ddflgt uf]vf{ ;]gfsf] ;]jflgj[lQkZrft\ lg/Gt/ z}lIfs If]qdf tNnLg 
/xg'eof] . pxfFsf dxŒjk"0f{ 1fg, cg'ej / cWoogaf6 ;b}j aGw' ;dfh 
bLlIft x'g kfof] . o'jfnfO{ cfw'lgs lzIffsf] tfut / Jojxfl/stf af/]df ;b}j 
k|]l/t ul/ g} /xg'eof] .  

	 pxfFn] aGw' bfh'–efOx¿sf] ;dli6ut cfly{s tyf ;fdflhs 
ljsf;df cxf]/fq v6\g' eO{ xfdLnfO{ k|]l/t dfq ug{' ePg . P]ltxfl;s klxrfg 
/ ;fdYo{sf] af/]df w]/} cGj]if0f u/L oyfy{ kl:sg ;d]t ;kmn x'g'eof] . d'VotM 
aGw'x¿ Ps} kl/jf/af6 ;dfh ljsf;sf] qmddf ljleGg 7fpFdf :yfgfGt/0f eO 
tLg km/s y/sf] ¿kdf nS;Daf, nS;d / nQmd ag]sf] tYout cfwf/sf] 
k'li6df dxŒjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng'eof] . pxfFn] nS;Dafsf] d'Vo a;f]af; If]q 
kmfjfvf]nf, tfKn]h'ªÙ nS;dsf] a;f]af; If]q ofª\uj/s–% -gfuL_, kfFry/ / 
nQmd a;f]af; If]q O{nfd k6s–k6s uP/ ;"Id ;fd'bflos cWoog ug{'ePsf] 
lyof] . ;fy} bfh'efO aGw'sf] yk ;fdflhs cWoogsf] lgldQ cGo a;f]af; 
If]q emfkf–uf]nwfk, l;lSsd nufotsf w]/} If]qdf ;d]t ;dGjo–;xsfo{ u/L 
Pstf, ;f}xf4{tf / cflTdotfsf] lbof] afNg ;a}nfO{ pTk|]l/t ul//xg'x'GYof] . 
To;}u/L pxfFn] P]ltxfl;stf / aGw' ljsf;sf] qmdnfO{ lnlkj4 ug{sf lgldQ 
j+zfjnL tof/Ldf cxf]/fq v6\g'eof] . kl5Nnf] ;do bfh'efO ;d'bfo dfq 
geO{ l;ª\uf] /fi6«sf] >Lj[l4sf lgldQ lgln{Kt eO{ ljleGg sfo{of]hgfsf 
tyf ;f]rsf ;fy g]kfn kmls{g'eof] . ljleGg ljZjljBfnodf pxfFsf] k|fl1s 
;lqmotfn] /fi6«sf] ;d[l4 tyf gjLg ljsf;df dxŒjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]n]sf] lyof] . 
a]nfotsf] 7'nf] x}l;ot, clt j}ejzfnL ;Ddflgt hLjg 5f8]/ cfˆgf] hGd 
If]q kmfjfvf]nf, tfKn]h'ªdf k'gM a;f]af; :yfgfGt/0f u/L cfˆgf] hGde"ld, 
df6f], ;d'bfo / l;Ëf] /fi6«sf] ;d[l4df hf]l8Fb} ubf{ x'g uPsf] cToGt b'Mvb 
lgwg xfd|f] nflu ck"/0fLo Iflt xf] . xfdL ;a} bfh'nfO{ pxfFsf] lbzflgb]{znfO{ 
pRr ;Ddfgsf ;fy hLjGt /fVb}, k':tfGt/0f ug]{ k|0f ub}{ cfTdfsf] lr/ 
zflGtsf] sfdgf ub{5f}F .  

ii

8f= k"0f{ nS;d g]kfnsf] k|b]z gDa/ ! sf] of]hgf cfof]usf] k"j{ pkfWoIf x'g'x'G5 .
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Section B: Political Activism
	 /fhgLlts ;lqmotf

:d[ltdf rGb| nS;Daf

6+s sfsL{

rGb| nS;Daf / d Pp6} lhNnf tfKn]h'ªsf . xfO{ :s'n lzIff klg xfd|f] 
Pp6}, ;b/d'sfdsf] efg' klAns xfO{ :s'naf6 . d}n] k9\bf pQm :s'n tf]Sd] 
8fF8fdf lyof] hxfF clxn] ;]gfsf] ;}lgs Aof/]s a;]sf] 5 . :s'ndf pxfF ^÷& 
jif{n] slgi6 x'g'x'GYof] . kxf8L hghLjg To;sf cfˆg} dhf / b'Mvsf] cfˆg} 
sxfgL . xfdLn] ;dj]t nodf k9]sf 5f}F / xfd|f] ;fdflhs x}l;ot p:t} p:t} 
xf], b'j} dWod juL{o kl/jf/ . xfdL leGg hftLo s'naf6 cfPsf lyof}F t/ 
ldl>t a;f]af;df x's]{sf lyof}F, a8f] hftLo ;b\efjdf .

	 b"/b/fhsf] kxf8L ufpF 7fpF eP/ klg tfKn]h'Ë cfw'lgstfsf] 
k|efjdf nk]l6g yfln;s]sf] lyof] . efg' :s'nsf] :yfkgf -lj=;++= @))^_ 
n] lhNnfdf cfw'lgs lzIff k|0ffnLsf] hu dfq} a;fPg To;sf] la:tf/ ug{ 
klg…Sof6ln:6Ú sf] sfd u¥of] . To;kl5 eg] Ps kl5 csf]{ ub}{ :s'nx¿ 
;~rfngdf cfP . /fhgLlts ¿kdf @)!% ;fnsf] cfd lgjf{rgn] /fhgLlt 
/ ljrf/wf/fsf] ljljwtfnfO{ hg:t/sf] kx'Fr;Dd g} k'¥ofO{ lbof] . @)!* 
;fndf sf+u|];n] u/]sf] ;z:q r9fOdfkm{t tfKn]h'ª ;b/d'sfd clns lbgs} 
lglDt eP klg lgoGq0fdf lnPkl5 /fhgLltsf] csf]{ :j¿k klg hg;fwf/0fn] 
a'‰g] df}sf kfP . hglgjf{lrt ;/sf/nfO{ ckb:t u/]/ k~rfotL Joj:yfsf] 
gfddf cl3 ;fl/Psf] ;lqmo /fhtGqsf] k'/fgf] /fhgLlts k|0ffnL, k|hftflGqs 
k|0ffnLdf cfˆgf] klxrfg lbg] g]kfnL sf+u|]; / ;fDojfb÷;dfhjfbsf] k}/jL 
ug]{ sDo'lgi6 jfdkGyLx¿, clns ;';'Kt¿kdf eP klg, b]zsf cGo efusf 
h:t} lhNnfsf leqL oyfy{ alg;s]sf lyP . @) sf] bzssf] dWolt/ efg' 

!)
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:s'ndf k|wfgfWofks eP/ gGbs'df/ k|;fO{+ cfP kl5 lhNnfdf jfdkGyL 
zlQmsf] k|efj XjfQ} a9\of] . @)@* ;fndf emfkfdf sDo'lgi6 cfGbf]ngsf] 
Pp6f tKsfn] ;z:q ljb|f]xsf] ;'?jft uof]{, h;n] kl5Nnf] ;dodf cfkm"nfO{ 
g]skfsf] sf]–cl8{g];g s]Gb|, g]skf -dfn]_ / xfnsf] g]skf -Pdfn]_sf] 
¿kdf :yflkt u¥of] . kf6L{x¿ k|ltalGwt, nf]stflGqs …:k];Úsf] cefj,  
a9\bf] ;fdflhs ljefhg / r/d ul/aLn] ubf{ o;sf] ljb|f]xL :j¿kn] lzlIft 
tKsfdf vf;u/L o'jf, ljBfyL{ / lzIfsx¿nfO{ Jofks cfsif{0f u¥of] . 

	 lszf]/ ljBfyL{ cj:yfd} rGb|hLdf ghflgFbf] k|efj k/]sf] x'g ;Sb5 . 
@)#% ;fndf rGb|hL P;Pn;L u/]/ pRr lzIff cWoogsf] lglDt /fhwfgL 
sf7df8f}F cfpg'eof] . sf7df8f}Fdf z}lIfs pGgogsf] lglDt a9\tf cg's"n 
jftfj/0f lyof] g} . lhNnfsf w]/}h;f] ljBfyL{sf] pRr lzIffsf] uGtJo :yn 
sf7df8f}F aGb} uO/x]sf] ;Gbe{df rGb|hLsf] klg of] 5gf}6 k/]sf] x'g' kb{5 . 
pltv]/ d]wfjL ljBfyL{x¿df lj1fg k9\g] cfd nx/ lyof] . rGb|hL cd[t 
;fOG; SofDk;df cfO{P;;L k9\g egf{ x'g'eof] . 

	 cWoogsf] af]emn] klg x'g ;Sb5, ;dfGotof lj1fgsf ljBfyL{ 
/fhgLltdf p:tf] rfv /fVb}gy] . rGb|hLn] SofDk; hLjgdf g} /fhgLltnfO{ 
glhsaf6 / k|ToIf¿kdf a'‰g kfpg'eof] . pxfF xf]:6ndf a:g'x'GYof] . ;Qf 
;dy{s /fi6«jfbL ljBfyL{ d08nsf] laulauL lyof] – pm a]nfsf] Ps dfq 
ljBfyL{ ;Fu7g . xf]:6ndf pgLx¿n] rfx]sf] a]nfdf sf]7f vfnL ul/lbg' 
kg]{ of uf]hLaf6 k};f w'Tg] h:tf] u'08f/fh ltgsf] cfd sd{ h:t} lyof] . 
aflx/af6 ;d]t cfP/ pgLx¿af6 ul/g] o:tf ;f:tLaf6 ljBfyL{x¿ x}/fg lyP . 
xf]:6ndf cfkm"nfO{ k|ultzLn eg]/ lrgfpg] jfdkGyL em'sfj ePsf k[YjL 
;'Aaf u'?ª, nf]s/fh hf]zL, l8s /fO{, bfdf]b/ pkfWofo, s]zj uf}td, cr't 
uf}td -cfOP:;L klxnf] jif{ c:sndf cWoog u/]sf / bf]>f] jif{ lqrGb| 
SofDk; ;/]sf_, /fh]Gb|dfg >]i7, lbg]z e'h' h:tf ;fyLx¿ lyP eg] cfkm"nfO{ 
k|hftGqjfbL eg]/ lrgfpg] sf+u|];k|lt em'sfj ePsf ldg]Gb| l/hfn, ljgf]b 
;fksf]6f, zq'£g af:tf]nf h:tf ljBfyL{ klg lyP . pm a]nf SofDk;df leQ] 
klqsf lgsfNg] rng lyof] . ;femf k|s[ltsf] lyof] Tof], To;df k|ultzLn 
kIfsf] lrgf/L lbg] …zf]if0fsf] lj/f]wÚ ug]{ n]v /rgf klg pQm klqsfdf 
;fyLx¿sf] kxndf k|sflzt x'g] ub{Yof] . sf7df8f}Fdf k9\g] aflx/L lhNnfsf 
clwsf+z ;fyLx¿ k|ultzLn kmfF6sf g} lyP . c:sndf klg rGb|hLsf] 
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k|ultzLn kmfF6sf oL ;fyLx¿;Fusf] a9\tf lxdlrd /Xof] . oL ;fyLx¿sf] 
lgisk6 ;fdflhs pQ/bfoL hLjg rl/qn] ubf{ klg pxfFsf] efjL /fhgLlts 
hLjglbzf lglb{i6 ug{ ;xh eof] . 

	 pm a]nfsf] Pp6f 3tnfUbf] s'/f s] eg] Joj:yfsf] lj/f]w / …
d08n]Ú lj?4df eg] b'j} y/L, k|hftGqjfbL / k|ultzLn, Psu7 x'Gy] – c3f]lift 
df]rf{jGbL lyof] . 

	 ;g\ !(&& h'nfO{ % df kfls:tfgdf lgjf{lrt /fi6«klt h'lNkms/ 
cln e'§f]nfO{ ;}lgs s'åf/f x6fOof] / csf]{ jif{ !(&( sf] clk|n $ df 
pgnfO{ kmfF;Ldf n6\sfOof] . o; cnf]stflGqs / cdfgjLo 36gfsf] 
ljZjJofkL lgGbf lj/f]w x'g' :jfefljs lyof] . o;} 36gfsf] k|lts[of:j¿k 
sf7df8f}Fdf ljBfyL{x¿n] lj/f]w hgfpFb} ToxfFl:yt kfls:tfgL b'tfjf;df 
lj/f]w kq a'emfpg hfg] qmddf nflhDkf6df ljBfyL{ h'n';dfly k|x/Ln] nf7L 
rfh{ u¥of] . w]/} a]/;Dd nf7L rfh{ / 9'Ëf xfgfxfgsf] bf]x/L rNof] . s}of}F 
ljBfyL{ ;Vt 3fOt] klg eP . glhs}sf c:snsf ljBfyL{ o;df gkg]{ s'/} 
ePg . c:snsf ;'/]Gb| kGt ;d]t g/fd|f] 3fOt] eP . To;kl5sf lbgx¿df 
c:sn cfGbf]ngsf] Hjfnfd'vL s]Gb|h:t} eof] . c:snsf ljBfyL{x¿n] 
cbDo ;fx; b]vfP . 

	 k|x/L bdgsf] lj?4df ef]lnkN6b]lv sf7df8f}Fsf ;a}h;f] SofDk;df 
c;Gt'i6L e8\lsof] . x8\tfn / lj/f]w h'n'; lgl:sg yfn] . x'Fbfx'Fb} of] cfufsf] 
lemNsf] …hª\undfÚ ;lNsg k'Uof] . o; cfGbf]ngnfO{ bafpg ;/sf/L ofjt 
;+oGq k|of]u ul/P . SofDk;–SofDk;df d08n]nfO{ ljkIfL ljBfyL{dfly hfO{ 
nfUg psfl;of] . v's'/L, efnf, /8, 5'/L, r]g lnP/ ltgLx¿ g[z+;tfk"j{s hfO{ 
nfUy] . c:snd} ltgn] b'O{ k6s cfqmd0f u/] . kl5Nnf] k6ssf] cfqmd0f 
:jod\ lbks af]x/f / pQd /fO{x¿n] u/]sf lyP . t/ cGttM k|lt/f]w olt ;zQm 
eof] ls b'j} k6s  logLx¿ 6fk s:g afWo kfl/P . …d08n]Úx¿sf] cfqmd0faf6 
cflht ePsf ljBfyL{x¿ …;z:qÚ k|lt/f]wsf pkfox¿ klg ;f]Rg yfn] . pm 
a]nfsf ;fyLx¿ clxn] klg :d/0f u5{g\, “Psk6s s'/} s'/fdf …xltof/Ú sxfF 
kfOG5 <Æ s'/f rNof] . ef]lnkN6 laxfg} /fh]Gb|dfg >]i7n] Psaf]/f v's'/L 
lnP/ cfOk'u] . c:snsf ljBfyL{x¿ o:tf h'emf? klg lyP . oL ;fyLx¿n] 
k|rf/sf] lglDt gofF h'QmL lgsfn] . :6]gl;n k]k/df sf6]/ af]tnn] k]n]/ ul/g] 
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lnyf]u|fkmdfkm{tsf] k|rf/ ;fdu|Lsf] gofF z}nL ckgfOof] . oL ofjt 36gfsf 
rGb| ;fIfL dfq} lyPgg\, ;s[o ;xefuL klg lyP .

	 of] ljBfyL{ cfGbf]ng @)#% r}q @$ b]lv @)#^ h]7 ( ;Dd emG8} 
8]9 dlxgf rNof] . o; bf}/fgdf of] Pp6f ;Lldt 3]/fleq /x]sf] ;fd'bflos 
cfGbf]ng dfq} /x]g . /fhgLlts p2]Zo af]s]sf] lj:t[t /fli6«o cfGbf]ng aGg 
k'Uof] . olta]nf ;Dddf zx/ zx/, ufpF ufpFaf6 dhb'/, ls;fg / lzIfsx¿ 
;d]t cf–cfˆgf] 9ª\un] cfGbf]ngdf plq;s]sf lyP / k/:k/df xft]dfnf] 
ub}{ ;+o'Qm h'n';x¿sf] nsf]{ lgl:sg yfln;s]sf lyP . cfGbf]ngsf] rl/q / 
lbzfnfO{ a'‰g cfGbf]ngsf/Lx¿sf] of] cuf{lgs /;fog cfkm}Fdf kof{{Kt lyof], 
cem h'n';sf] lar lardf nfUg] …tfgfzfxL k~rfotL Joj:yf–d'bf{jfb ÛÚ, 
…/fhaGbL–l/xf u/ ÛÚ h:tf gf/fn] ;a} s'/f 5n{Ë kfYof{] . ;f/df of] ;+o'Qm 
/fli6«o nf]stflGqs cfGbf]ng lyof] .

	 cfGbf]ngsf] km}lnFbf] o:tf] :j¿k / /fhgLlts Wo]oaf6 cflQPsf] 
;Qf kIfn] cfGbf]ngnfO{ lar af6f]d} t'xfpg x/;Dej pkfo /Rg yfNof] . 
h]7 ^ ut] ;/sf/n] ljBfyL{x¿sf] Pp6f kIfnfO{ ;dft]/ ;Demf}tf u¥of] h;df 
/fi6«JofkL¿kdf :jtGq ljBfyL{ o'lgog vf]Ng kfpg] ;d]tsf s]xL ;fd'bflos 
lxtsf ljifo ;d]l6Psf lyP . a'‰g ufx|f] lyPg, cfGbf]ngsf] nufd cfGbf]ng 
leqsf] jfdkGyLx¿sf] ks8df ghfcf];\ eg]/ ;Demf}tfsf kIfw/ d"n zlQmx¿ 
eoeLt lyP . h]7 * df ;Demf}tf ck"0f{ eGb} lqrGb| SofDk;sf] k|fË0fdf 
cfof]lht cfd;efdf lj/f]w ;fj{hlgs eof] klg . ef]lnkN6 c:sndf 
csf]{ cfd;ef cfof]lht eof] . ToxLFaf6 ;Demf}tfsf x:tfIf/L – b'O{ g]tfnfO{ 
b08:j¿k sfnf] df];f] bn]/ zx/ kl/qmdf klg u/fOof] . k|bz{gdf hg;fu/ 
pln{of] . tTsfnLg zfxL g]kfn jfo' ;]jf lgud -cf/PgP;L_sf] d'Vofno 
/ uf]/vfkq ;+:yfgdf cfuhgL eof] . hgtfsf] /f]if / c;Gt'i6L clg ca 
cfGbf]ngn] lng ;Sg] km}nfj6 / :j¿knfO{ o;} cfFSg ;lsGYof] . cGttM 
j}zfv !) ut] /fhf jL/]Gb|n] …;'wfl/Psf] k~rfotL Joj:yf jf ax'bnLo 
Joj:yfÚ lar hgdt ;+u|x ul/g] 3f]if0ff ug{ k'u] . of] ljBfyL{ cfGbf]ngn] 
xfl;n u/]sf] lj/f6 /fhgLlts pknlAw lyof] . Tof] cbDo ;fx;, ;f}o{, ;dk{0f 
/ ;'ema'em b]vfpg] ljBfyL{x¿n] g]kfnsf] nf]stflGqs ljsf;sf] Oltxf;df 
k'¥ofPsf] c;fwf/0f of]ubfg, o;y{ :t'To / cg':d/0fLo eO/xg] 5 . o; sf/0f 
klg d rGb| nS;Daf;lxt tL tdfd ;fyLx¿nfO{ >4f :d/0f ul//x]sf] 5' . 
jf:tjdf Oltxf;sf] /rgf k/:k/lj/f]wL zlQmsf] cGt/ ;+3if{sf] k|ltnf]d xf] .
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	 nuQ} ljBfyL{ cfGbf]ngsf] lbzfdf b'O{ sfd kmQ] ug{' lyof] . ljBfno, 
SofDk;:t/sf nufot /fli6«o :t/sf :jtGq ljBfyL{ o'lgogsf] u7g k|s[ofdf 
nfUg' / hgdt ;+u|xnfO{ nf]stGqsf] kIfdf 9fNg of]ubfg k'¥ofpg' . ;Qf Ot/ 
/fhgLlts bn cem} k|ltalGwt cj:yfdf /x]sf] sf/0fn] ubf{ klg /fli6«o 
/fhgLlts bfloTj ljBfyL{x¿df cfO{ kg{' :jfefljs lyof] . cfGbf]ngsf] 
nuQ}kl5 /fli6«o:t/sf tyf SofDk;÷ljBfno:t/sf b'O{ y/Lsf :jljo'   
lgdf{0fsf] k|s[ofn] ult lng yfNof] .

	 /fli6«o:t/sf] :jljo'sf] xsdf xfdLx¿ k'/fgf] clvn g]kfn /fli6«o 
:jtGq ljBfyL{ o'lgog -cg]/f:jljo'_ ;s[o agfpg] cleofgdf h'6\of}+ . ut 
cfGbf]ngdf ;+o'Qm /x]sf] k|ultzLn ljBfyL{x¿sf] csf]{ Pp6f kIf / xfd|f] 
lar cg]/f:jljo'nfO{ ;+o'Qm¿kdf ;Ful7t ug{df ;xdlt h'6fpg ;lsPg . 
cg]/f:jljo'sf] kfrf}F ;Dd]ng eO{ ;s]sf] dfGg] of gdfGg] ljifodf xfdL lar 
;xdlt x'g ;s]g . xfdL cg]/f:jljo' -Pstfsf] kfFrf}+_sf] Aofg/df ;Ël7t 
x'g yfNof}F eg] csf]{ kIf c=g]=/f=:j=lj=o'=-5}7f}+_ sf] Aofg/df . rGb|hL 
ÚPstfsf] kfFrf}+Úsf] kIfdf ;s[o eP/ nfUg'eof] . nuQ} Sofk;:t/Lo :jljo' 
lgjf{rg eof] . b]zsf clwsf+z SofDk;df xfd|f] kIfsf ljBfyL{ ;fyLx¿n] 
:jljo' lgjf{rg lht] . xfd|f] tkm{af6 c:snsf] ;efkltdf rGb|hL lgjf{rgdf 
n8\g'ePsf] lyof] / lhTg' klg eof] . :jljo' ;efkltsf] x}l;otdf pxfFn] /fd|f 
sfd klg ug{'eof] . pxfFsf] kxndf SofDk;sf] klZrdlt/sf] efusf] lj:tf/sf] 
sfd ePsf] lyof] . ah]6sf] cefjdf of] sfd w]/} cl3b]lv yfFtL /x]sf] lyof] . 
Toltdfq} xf]Og pxfFn] ljBfyL{x¿sf] lglDt ;'ne SoflG6gsf] Joj:yf klg 
ul/lbg'ePsf] lyof] . 

	 rGb|hL ;fx;L, ldng;f/ / tfls{s x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] oxL+ u'0fn] 
ubf{ pxfF ljBfyL{, k|fWofks tyf SofDk; k|zf;gdfem cf}wL ?rfOPsf kfq 
x'g'x'GYof] . Tof] cfGbf]ngsf] Tof] ;xof]4fsf] sf]le8;Fu h'‰bfh'‰b} ;g\ @)@! 
hgj/L @^ df nG8gdf c;fdlos b]xfj;fg eof] . 3/, kl/jf/, Oi6ldq / 
;xkf7L Pjd\ ;xof]4fx¿dfly of] c;Xo jh|kft lyof] . pxfFsf] ;d]t 
kl;gfsf] hudf cfh d'n'sdf ;+3Lo nf]stflGqs u0ftGq :yfkgf ePsf] 5 . 
t}klg r'gf}tLaf6 d'Qm eO;s]sf] cj:yf d'n'sdf cem} alg;s]sf] 5}g . gj 
:yflkt k|0ffnL;Fu ;ª\ult g/fVg] ;+/rgf, ;+:yf / ;+:s[lt clg /fhgLlts 
k|lta4tfsf] cefjn] ubf{ klg xfd|f r'gf}tLx¿ emflËg k'u]sf x'g\ . olt x'Fbfx'Fb} 
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klg r'gf}tLdfly ljho k|fKt u/]/ Ps ;an, ;fdflhs Gofo ;lxtsf] ;d'Ggt 
nf]stflGqs /fi6« lgdf{0f ug]{ rGb|hL nufotsf of]4fx¿sf] ;kgf kmlne"t 
eO{ 5f8\g]5 . Tof] Ifdtf lxhf] cfGbf]ngdf cleJoQm eP h:t} g]kfnL /fi6«sf] 
ue{df k|r'/¿kdf ;l~rt 5 . 

rGb|hL xflb{s >4fGhln Û

ii

6+s sfsL{ rLgsf nflu k"j{ g]kfnL /fhb't x'g'x'G5 . cg]/f:jljo'sf k"j{ cWoIf sfsL{ xfn 

g]skf Pdfn]sf s]Gb|Lo ;b:o klg x'g'x'G5 . 
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Section C: Academic, Research and Teaching 
          k|fl1s, cg';Gwfg / lzIf0f

ltdLnfO{ ;nfd Û ltdLnfO{ >4f~hln 

k|f= /d]z e§/fO{

lk|o rGb| 

ltdL Pp6f pHofnf] lnP/ cfof} / pHofnf] lnP/ uof} . ltd|f] lk|otf / 
xflb{stfsf] ;fdLKo d}n] ltd|f] afNosfnsf kfFr jif{ / ltd|f] d[To' cl3sf 
tLg÷rf/ jif{;Dd dfq kfPF . a]nfot hfFb} lyof} ltdL / v'nf ljZjljBfnodf 
casf] hLjg latfpg] c7f]6 lyof] ltd|f] . ltd|f] sljtf h:tf] ;'Gb/ hLjgsf] 
cGt xf]nf eg]/ ;f]Rg / sNkgf ug{ klg kfOgF d}n] Tof] a]nf . ltdLn] eg]sf 
lyof}, “/d]z d a]nfotaf6 kms]{kl5 xfd|f] Aofrsf ;fyLx¿ e]nf x'g] x}Æ . 
xfdLn] jfrf g} u/]sf lyof}F xfdL e]nf x'g] eg]/ . ca x'g] e]nfdf ltdL x'g] 5}gf} 
/ x'g] 5}gg\ r}tGo / pbo klg . To;}n] Tof] e]nfsf af/]df ;f]r]sf] klg 5}g d}n] . 
lk|o ;fyLx¿sf] of] d[To' slt b'vb\ / sxfnLnfUbf] x'g]/x]5 . ;fFRr} rGb| of] 
lgi7'/L sf]/f]gfn] xfd|f lk|o ;fyLx¿nfO{ g} n}hfg' kg]{ < alnof] cfTdljZjf;n] 
afFlwPsf] ltdLnfO{ g} nfg'kg]{ < clg v'nf ljZjljBfnosf tL l8km]G;x¿df 
pkl:yt eP/ cfnf]rgfTds r]t / k|Zg /fVg] ltdLnfO{ g} /f]Hg' kg]{ <

	 d]/f] Nofk6ksf] b'b{zf b]v]sf lyof} ltdLn] . sf]/f]gfsf] sf/0f ahf/df 
Nofk6k lyPgg\ . d}n] …cfpFb}5 cd]l/sfaf6 5f]/Ln] NofpFb}l5g\ gofFÚ eGbf klg 
“lrGtf gu/ d ltd|f] 5f]/LeGbf rfF8f] cfpF5' a¿ s'g df]8]n xf]Æ eGof} ltdLn] . 
d}n] “7Ls 5 clxn]nfO{ rGb|Æ eg]sf] lyPF t/ a]nfot uPkl5 klg ltdLn] 
Od]ndf of] s'/f n]Vg g5f8]kl5 d}n] df]8]n k7fPsf] lyPF / ltdLn] of] rflxF 
l7s xf]nf eg]/ dnfO{ To;sf] lj:t[t ljj/0f k7fPsf lyof} . d}n] t ltdL 

!!
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la/fdL k/]sf] s'/f;d]t g;'gL ltd|f] d[To'sf] va/ km];a'sdf k9]F . cf]xf] Û ljrf/ 
u/ t Tof] If0f s:tf] eof] xf]nf < t}klg ljZjf; nfu]g / ;f]w]F w]/} 7fpFdf . ha 
ltd|f] ;fnf] lrqu'Kt ;fFjfs} km];a'saf6 of] k9]F d t 5fFufaf6 em/] em}F ePF . 
rGb| ltdLn] kl/jf/hgnfO{ 5f8\of}, cfkmGtnfO{ 5f8\of}, ltd|f ldqx¿ xfdLnfO{ 
klg t 5f8\of} . ltd|f lk|o ljBfyL{nfO{ 5f8\of} / ;+;f/nfO{ 5f8\of} t/ ltdLnfO{ 
xfdL ;bf ;Demg] 5f}F ltd|f] efj, ltd|f ts{, ltd|f k|Zg xfd|f sfgdf u'lGh/x]sf 
5g\ / u'lGh/xg] 5g\ . 

	 ltd|f af/]df n]lv/xFbf d]/f] cufl8 afNosfnsf tfhf :d[lt 
v]ln/x]sf 5g\ . slt lal;{P5 klg lg . ltdL s'Ghf/Laf6 sIff ^ df cfP/ 
efg' :s'ndf k9\g yfn]kl5 xfdL ;fyL ePsf lyof}F . ltdL ahf/ 5fqfjf;df 
a:g] / d glhs}sf] af]em]df . To;}n] xfdL clt lgs6 lyof}F . :s'nsf] 7'nf] 
d}bfg / km'6an v]n . ltdL v]Ngdf klg ?lr /fVYof} . elnan klg t v]NYof} 
lg . 5fqfjf;sf] a;fOdf klg ltdLn] PSnf]kg dx;'; gu/L k9]sf lyof} . 
k9fOdf ltdL sd cAan lyPgf} . ;a} ;fyLsf] gfd t la;]{F t/ O{Zj/L, d, 
ltdL, r}tGo, /fh]Gb|, 6Í, ofd, k|lbk, pbo ljz]if ;fyL t lyof}F g} t/ k|lt:kwL{ 
klg lyof}F t/ xfdLdf ;'if'Kt ¿kdf klg Tof] efj k|s6 ePg . xfd|f] l;sfOsf] 
k|anttfdf O{Zj/L u'?, t'nf ;/, s]zj ;/, kLtfDa/ uf}td ;/, s0f{ ;/, sfhL 
;/, s}nfz ;/ nufotsf ;/x¿ slt v';L x'g'x'GYof] . v'nf ljZjljBfnosf 
w]/} a;fOdf xfdLn] s'/f klg u/]sf lyof}F lg tfKn]h'ªaf6 k9]/ klg xfd|f] Tof] 
sIff ;d"x s]xL ug]{df k/]sf] xf] eg]/ . jf:tjdf ltdLdf pHofnf]kg ToxL a]nf 
hfu[t lyof] / ltdL ldx]gtL lyof} . ltdL / d nueu ;x/aflx/sf x'g'df klg 
PsTj lyof] . x'g t d]/f] 3/ tfKn]h'ª ahf/ glhs} lyof] tfklg ;x/ / ufpFsf] 
e]b ljBdfg lyof] Tof] a]nf / xfdLnfO{ afFWg] Pp6f ;"q u|fDotf klg lyof] . 
ltdLdf s'Ghf/Lsf] lnDa"kg lyof] / To;df ;xhtf / ;/;tf ldl;Psf] lyof] . 
;'?df Tof] eflifs k|efj ltdLdf lyof] / xfdL ;fyLx¿ ltd|f zAbnfO{ ;dft]/ 
lh:SofpFYof}F klg . To;kl5 ltdL ;r]t eP/ To;nfO{ ;'wf/ ul/xfNYof} . 

lk|o rGb| 

lbpF;f]sf] vfhf vfg] ;dodf xfdL k/ rp/df 3'Dg uPsf], slxn] d]/f 3/sf] 
sfFqmfsf] :jfb lnPsf], slxn] psfnf] r9]sf] s'/f cem} :d[ltaf6 x/fPsf] 
5}g . sfFqmf] rf]/Lsf] xfd|f] syf klg t tfh} 5 lg . cfˆg} 3/df sfFqmf] rf]g{ 
uPsf] / ltdL rflxF sf]xL cfpF5 ls eg]/ x]/]/ a;]sf] lg . cflv/ af]em]sf] 
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ds}af/Ldf b]Vg] sf]xL x'GgYof] / xfdL sfFqmf] rf]g{ ;kmn x'GYof}F . rf]l/Psf] 
sfFqmf] xfdL dfq xf]Og c¿ ;fyL;lxt eP/ vfGYof}F lg . dfu]/ kfOg] eP lg 
rf]g{'sf] dhf cs}{ x'Fbf]/x]5 lg afNosfndf . afNosfnsf o:tf :d[lt clxn] 
;DemFbf slt /dfOnf] x'g] lg < s] u¿F ltdL;Fu oL ;a} s'/f k|ToIf ug{ kfP slt 
/dfOnf] x'GYof] t/ ltdLnfO{ c;dod} lgi7'/L d[To'n] nUof] / xfdL afFr]sfnfO{ 
;b}j kL8f 5f]8]/ uof} . To;a]nf tfKn]h'ªdf la|l6; nfx'/]sf] ;Gtfg x'g'sf] 
;fg / dfg leGg lyof] . gxf];\ klg s;/L < dflg;sf afFRg] cfwf/ ;Lldt 
lyP / k'FhL ljsf;sf] s'g} pkfo klg t lyPg . o:tf] ;dodf a'af l;ª\ufk'/sf] 
nfx'/] eP/ klg ltdLdf g Tof] wfs lyof] g 3d08 g} . afa'cfdfsf] s'/f ltdL 
;Lldt dfq uYof}{F lg . sIffdf ltdL ;w}F cl3Nnf] a]Grdf a:Yof} / k|foM 
xfd|f] a;fO Ps} nx/df x'GYof] . k9fOdf ;xsfo{ lyof] lg xfd|f] . ltdL sljtf 
n]VYof} d klg n]Vy]F . z'qmaf/ ltdL xfdL k|foM sljtf ;'gfpFYof}F . O{Zj/L 
u'?n] xfdLnfO{ …efg'Ú leQ] klqsfsf] ;Dkfbs d08ndf /flvlbg'ePsf] lyof] / 
dnfO{ k|wfg ;Dkfbsdf . ToxL eP/ zlgaf/ xfdL 5fqfjf;df To;s} tof/Ldf 
Ao:t x'GYof}F . k9fOafx]s klg c¿ lqmofsnfkdf efu lng] ¿lr ltdLdf 
lyof] . lgaGw n]vgdf klg xfd|f] ldqjt\ k|lt:kwf{ rNYof] g} . tfKn]h'ªdf 
x'g] o:tf k|lt:kwf{ xfd|f nflu cj;/ g} x'Gy] . jf:tjdf ltdL clt /l;nf 
lyof} / ldhfl;nf klg . ltdLdf s]xL xfF:or]t -;]G; ckm Xo'd/_ klg lyof] / 
xF;fpFYof} klg . xfdL ;a} dhf lnO{ lnO{ xf:Yof}F . o;/L efg' :s'nsf nueu 
kfFr jif{ xfd|f ;'vb\ jif{x¿ lyP . 

	 xfd|f] nugzLntfs} sf/0f xfdLn] lhNnfdf xflh/Lhjfkmdf k|foM 
lhTg] uYof}{F . k|To]s k6s xfd|f] ljBfno k|yd x'GYof] . @)#@ ;fndf ltdL 
xfdL ( sIffdf lyof}F . cGt/f{li6«o gf/L jif{sf] pknIodf k"jf{~rn:t/Lo 
ljBfnosf] xflh/Lhjfkm k|ltof]lutf cfof]hgf ePsf] lyof] . eLd, O{Zj/L, 
ofds'df/, ltdL / d /x]sf] efg' :s'nsf] ;d"x lhNnfdf k|yd eof] / cfb/0fLo 
t'nf/fd ;/;lxt xfdL !^ lhNnf;Fu k|lt:kwf{ ug{ w/fg uof}F . ;fpg ebf}sf] 
;do, av]{ em/L . xfdL n]ssf] af6f] uf]hf{, u'kmf, rf}sL, lxn], wgs'6f x'Fb} tLg 
lbgdf w/fg k'u]sf lyof}F . af6f]df ;b{' vf]nfn] xfdLnfO{ aufPsf] t/ s]xL 
tn k'u]kl5 dnfO{ vf]nfn] 5]p nufPsf] / 5ftf vf]nfn] aufpFbf ltdLn] 
slt ;xfg'e"lt k|s6 u/]sf lyof} . ;fFRr} kxf8sf] j]ujfg 7f8f] vf]nfdf 
k:g] lxDdt klg xfdLn] u/]s} xf}F lg . xfdL afFRg' lyof], afFRof}F t/ nueu 
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5 bzssf] pd]/df g]kfnd} s]xL u5{' eg]/ c7f]6sf ;fy sf7df8f}F pkTosf 
cfPsf] / a]nfot uP/ t'?Gt kms{g] ;ÍNk u/]sf ltdLnfO{ lgi7"/L sf]/f]gfn] 
nUof] . 

	 ltdL t uof} rGb| . cflv/ pxL k'/fgf :d[lt ca d]/f ;fyL eP/ /xg] 
eP . clxn] ;DemG5' w/fgsf] Tof] ofqf xfd|f] hLjgsf] klxnf] nfdf] ofqf 
eP klg ;'vb\ lyof] . af6f]df O{Zj/L s]xL If0f la/fdL ePsf lyP n]ssf] 
km"nsf] k|efjn] . xfdLn] w}o{ u¥of}F, pgL lgsf] eP . t'nf;/sf] s'zn /]vb]v 
/ d}qLk"0f{ Jojxf/ xfd|f nflu ;xof]uL lyof] eGg] s'/f xfdLn] kl5Nnf] e]6df 
klg u/]sf lyof}F . To; a]nfsf pxL k'/fgf xf]6]n / nx/} ;'Tg' kg]{ afWotf . 
ltdLn] lxn]df /flt t t;f{pF5 eg]/ lh:s]sf] d}n] la;]{sf] 5}g . w/fg k'u]/ 
xfdLn] ljz]if tof/L ug{ gkfO{ xflh/Lhjfkm ;'? eof] . t}klg xfdL k|lt:kwf{df 
v/f] plqPsf lyof}F . clGtd /fpG8;Dd k'u]/ klg xfdL t];|f] dfq x'g;Sof}F / 
sf:okbs kfof}F . t}klg tfKn]h'ªaf6 cfP/ ;'g;/L, df]/ª / emfkfnufot ;'ud 
lhNnf;Fu v/f] k|lt:kwf{ ug{ ;s]sf] eg]/ To;a]nfsf If]qLo lzIff lgb]{zsn] 
xfd|f] k|z+;f ubf{ xfdLn] sDtL uj{ u/]sf lyof}F . t'nf ;/ klg xfd|f] ;xeflutf 
/ k|lt:kwf{af6 v';L x'g'ePsf] lyof] lg . oxL a]nf t xf] xfd|f] b}lgs e|d0f 
eQfaf6 ar]sf] k};fn] xfdL ;a}nfO{ t'nf ;/n] n'uf lsGg nufpg' ePsf] / 
xfdLn] ToxL n'uf -k]G6 / ;6{_ nufP/ ;fd"lxs kmf]6f] lvr]sf] . ltdLn] kl5 
Tof] kmf]6f] km];a'sdf ;]o/ u/]kl5 xfd|f nflu ;a} s'/f :d[lt ag]/ cfPsf lyP 
/ lxhf] dfq klg km];a'sn] ;]o/ u5{;\ eg]/ ;f]w]kl5 d}n] ;a}sf] gfd n]v]/ / 
ltdLnfO{ :j= n]v]/ ;]o/ klg u/]F . ltdLnfO{ o;/L olt rfF8} :j= n]Vg'knf{ 
eGg] nfu]sf] lyPg lg lk|o ldq . of] kmf]6f] g} To:tf] clGtd :d[lt eof] h'g ltd|f] 
xfd|f] afNosfn;Fu hf]l8Psf] 5 . 

	 sIff ( ;s]/ clGtd jif{ jf sIff !) df ltdL 5fqfjf;df a:g 
kfPgf} . :s'n;Fu hf]l8Psf] Pp6f ;fgf] 36gfsf sf/0f ltdL xfdL oftgf ef]Ug 
afWo eof}F . Pshgf ;fyLn] s'6fO vfPsf] 36gfdf xfdL hf]l8of}F . ;fFRr} egf}F 
eg] To; 36gfsf] sf/0f clxn];Dd yfxf 5}g lg dnfO{ . t}klg dnfO{ yfxf 
5 tTsfnLg /fhgLlts / z}lIfs Joj:yfsf] bf]ifsf sf/0f xfdLdfly oftgf 
lbOPsf] lyof] . clxn] ltdL / d}n] lzIff a'em]kl5 yfxf kfof}F xfdL lgbf]{if 
x'Fbfx'Fb} ljBfnon] bdg u/]sf] lyof] / ltdL xfdLn] oftgf ef]Ug'k/]sf] lyof] . 
To;a]nf xfdLdfly ePsf] oftgfdf ;fGTjgf O{Zj/L u'?n] dfq lbg'ePsf] lyof] . 
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xfdLnfO{ dfof ug]{ t'nf ;/ ;fob sf7df8f}F k9\g hfg'ePsf] lyof] . sfhL ;/ 
klg s}nfz ;/sf] cufl8 ;fob df}g /xg'eof] . /flt xfdLnfO{ k|x/Ln] n}hfnf 
eg]/ 5fqfjf;df n'sfpg] ltdL g} lyof} . xfdLnfO{ vfgf v'jfpg] klg ltdL 
g} lyof} . laxfg ljBfnodf xfdL w]/} hgfdfly nf7L al;{Psf] lyof] . o;n] 
xfdLnfO{ Pp6f k|ltzf]w h:tf] cj:yfdf klg k'¥ofof] lsgeg] xfdLn] s'g} 
uNtL gu/L oftgf kfPsf lyof}F . oxL a]nf xfdLdf sDo'lg:6 aLh kl;;s]sf] 
lyof] / Tof] aLh a;fpgdf xfd|f cu|h bfOx¿sf] e"ldsf klg lyof] . ToxL 
sf/0f SofDk; k9\bf xfdL qmflGtsf/L aGof}F / sDo'lg:6 eof}F . h] xf];\ of] 
36gf xfd|f] hLjgsf] cljid/0fLo lyof] . 

	 xfd|f] :s'n] hLjgsf] clGtd jif{ ldlxg]tsf] jif{ /Xof] . …kmnfd] 9f]sfÚ 
eg]/ P;Pn;L lbg] xfdLnfO{ t;f{OGYof] . ;fd'bflos ljBfno eP klg xfd|f] 
:s'nsf] k9fO t'ngfTds ¿kdf /fd|f] lyof] tfklg OHht /fVg] s'/f ;a}sf] 
d'vdf x'GYof] . ;/x¿, kl/jf/ / ;a} cfkmGthgsf] s'/f o:t} x'GYof] . xfdL emg\ 
8/fpFYof}F . ltdL a'‰5f} lg jf:tjdf To; ;dosf] lzIff k|0ffnLn] xfdLnfO{ 
slt 3f]sGt] agfPsf] lyof] . ltdL, O{Zj/L, d / r}tGo cË|]hL lgaGw, ul0ftsf 
;"q / lj1fgsf k|of]u ;d]t 3f]s]/ a;]sf] :d[lt of] a]nf emNemnL cfpF5 / 
ltdLnfO{ ;Daf]wg ul//x]sf] o; If0fdf dgdf efj'stf klg pDn]/ cfpF5 . 
ltdL ;fFRr} ldlxg]tL lyof} lk|o ldq . of] s'/f ltdL xfdL ;Fu} x'Fbf klg eg]sf] 
5' / ltdLn] xfdL tLg – ltdL, O{Zj/L / d g} ldlxg]tL lyof}F eg]/ ljifonfO{ 6'Ë\
ofPsf lyof} . bz sIffel/ g} xfdLn] lg/Gt/ cWoog u¥of}F, kl/Iff lbO/Xof}F 
/ 1fg tyf cg'ej klg ;fl6/Xof}F . P;Pn;L klg xfd|f nflu gofF eP/ cfof] 
lg . xfd|f] efg' :s'ndf /fhfsf] ;jf/L x'g] eof] . k~rfotsflng ;dodf 
;Qfn] h] rfXof] ToxL x'g] x'Fbf xfdL k/LIffyL{sf ¿kdf :s'naf6 k/ k'Uof}F . 
aflx/af6 ;xof]u ug]{ / kfOg] ;kgf ca Wj:t eof] . xfdL emg\ lrlGtt eof}F . 
ca xfd|f] k/LIff ;dLIffnodf x'g] eof] . To;a]nf clncln lr6 rf]g{ / 
;xof]u lng kfOg] xfd|f] ;Defjgfdf klg 9f]sf nfUof] . d}n] o;f] elg/xFbf To; 
k|0ffnLnfO{ klg vf]tNb}5' ldq h'g ltdL xfdLn] ef]u]sf] ;femf ;d:of lyof] . 
xfdL Pp6f o:tf] ;dosf pkh lyof}F h;nfO{ ltd|f] xfd|f] :s'n] hLjgb]lvsf] 
3f]sGt] ofqf, kmnfd] 9f]sf / v'nf ljZjljBfnosf] l8lh6n jf cgnfOg / 
:jod\ lgb]{lzt l;sfO;Ddsf] ofqfn] hf]8]sf] lyof] .
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	 P;Pn;L lbPkl5 xfd|f] :s'n] hLjg ;lsof] . To;kl5 xfd|f] e]63f6 
/ s'/fsfgL klg ePg . l/hN6 eof], /fd|f] cÍ Nofpg]df klg d, O{Zj/L, ltdL 
/ r}tGo g} eP5f}F . b'Mvsf] s'/f xfdLn] of] v';L klg ;f6\g kfPgf}F . xfdL 
hGd]sf] e"uf]n, xfd|f] cj:yf xfd|f nflu afws x'Fbf e]6 ePg . To;kl5 ltdL 
sf7df8f}F nfUof}, d lj/f6gu/ . d Tot} x'Fbf ;'g]F ltdL c:sn egf{ eof} . k9\g 
yfNof} / clvndf nfUof} . d klg clvndf ;lqmo ePF . kl5 ;'g]F ltdL t 
la|l6; cfdL{ eof}, clg lgj[Q klg eO;Sof} . lg/Gt/ l;sfOdf ljBfjfl/lw 
u¥of} cflb cflb . t}klg xfd|f] e]6 ePg . w]/} jif{kl5 km];a'sdf e]6 ePsf] ofb 
5 . ;fob kmf]6f] klg ToxL a]nf ;]o/ u¥of} jf k7fof} Sof/] . xfd|f] s]xL s'/f klg 
eof] t/ ;fdflhs ;~hfndf ltdL sd dfq e]l6GYof} lg .

	 “x]nf], /d]z xf]" Pslbg crfgs kmf]g cfof] . d ljZjljBfnoaf6 
rfalxn 3/lt/ kms{Fb} lyPF . …xf] t oxfF sf] x'g'eof]Ú d}n] ljgd|tfk"j{s ;f]w]F . 
…d rGb| SofÚ dnfO{ of] :j/ stfstf ;'g] h:tf] t nfUof] t/ 7Dofpg ;Sg] 
s'/f ePg . clg km]l/ ;f]w]F …sf] rGb| x'g'xf]nf <Ú ltdLn]  …d rGb| nS;Daf 
SofÚ eGgf;fy d}n] ltdLnfO{ lrlggF dfq ltd|f] afNosfnsf ;a} ;Demgf d]/f] 
6fpsf]df Psl5g gfr] . ltdL xfdLn] Psl5g enfs';f/L u/]kl5 ef]lnkN6 
e]6\g] s'/f to eof] . geGb} xfdL afg]Zj/sf] Pp6f /]:6'F/fdf e]6\of} ef]lnkN6 
g} . xfdLn] s]xL l5gdf xfd|f s'/f ;Sg] cj:yf lyPg . lsgeg] of] e]6 xfd|f] 
nueu rf/ bzskl5sf] e]6 lyof] . Tof] a]nf ltdLdf g]kfn kms]{/ s]xL u/f}F 
eGg] x'6x'6L lyof] . To;kl5 ltd|f] /f]hfOsf] v'nf ljZjljBfnosf] s'/f eof] . 
geGb} ltd|f] v'nf ljZjljBfnsf] OR5f k"/f x'g] eof] . l8g /fdrGb| kf}8]n / 
pks'nklt n]vgfy zdf{ ltdLnfO{ lzIfssf ¿kdf /fVg tof/ eP . ca 
t ltdL / d cg';Gwfg sld6Ldf klg ;Fu} eof}F . l8km]G;x¿df ltdL x/]s 
ljifonfO{ uDeL/ ¿kdf /fVg yfNof} . cfˆgf] s'/f /fVg] qmddf ltd|f] hf]8 
cg';GwfgnfO{ s;/L /fd|f] agfpg] eGg] g} x'GYof] . ltdL a]nfot hfFbf s'g} g 
s'g} /fd|f k':ts lnP/ cfpFYof} / s'g k':ts NofpF eg]/ ;f]WYof} klg . ltdLn] 
NofPsf] …c ;]h XofG8a's ckm Sjfln6]l6e l/;r{Ú / …lqml6sn k]8fuf]hLM c 
l/8/Ú sf] kmf]6f]skL d]/f] k':tsfnodf ;'/lIft 5g\ . ltdLn] a]nfot uP/ klg 
slt l8km]G;df cgnfOgaf6 ;xefuL eP/ cg';Gwfgsf] sfddf ;xof]u uof}{ . 
ltdL rfxGYof} v'nf ljZjljBfnodf :yfoL jf s/f/ agf}F . ltdL aGg] klg lyof} 
t/ ;dsIftf gfdsf] em0em6n] ltdLnfO{ slt b'Mv lbof] lg . ltdLn] sdfPsf] 
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;'k|l;4 l8u|LnfO{ g]kfndf ;dsIftf lbg klg ;do nfUof] lg . o;sf nflu 
xfdL slt lqe'jg ljZjljBfno wfof}F . o:tf] a]lyltn] ltdL lg/fz klg ePsf 
lyof} t/ cGTodf ;dfwfg ePkl5 ltdL ca k"/f kms{g] tof/Lsf ;fy a]nfot 
uPsf lyof} t/ ltd|f] Tof] dxfg\ OR5fnfO{ lgi7"/L sfnn] lglnlbof] . a]nfotsf] 
df6f]df g} d[To'j/0f ug{ ltdL afWo eof} . 

	 ltdL /fhgLltdf ;'wf/ xf];\ eGg] rfxGYof} / ToxL sf/0f g]tfnfO{ 
eg]/ s]xL u/f}F eGg] x'6x'6L ltdLdf lyof] . k|r08 / s]= kL= ;Fu e]6]/ ltdL 
uxg s'/f /fVg rfxGYof} . ;don] ltdLnfO{ of] cj;/ lbPg a¿ clDasf 
;fFjf bfOsf] ;+:d/0f lgsfn]/ ltdLn] ltd|f] nugzLntfsf] kl/ro lbof} . 
ltd|f af/]sf] of] ;+:d/0f n]lv/xFbf d ;DemG5' kmfjfvf]nfdf hGd]/, b'Mv u/]/ 
/ ldlxg]tsf] andf ltdLn] h] u/]sf 5f} Tof] cljid/0fLo 5 . ltdL ltd|f 
ljBfyL{sf] lk|o lyof} ltdL, xfdL ;fyLsf lk|o lyof} . ltd|f] / d]/f] nueu %) 
jif]{ lrgf/L cGTodf b'vfGt ag]/ pleof] / ltd|f] ;kgfnfO{ ltd|f] c;fdlos 
d[To'n] cj?4 u¥of] . of] a]nf d s] kf] eGg ;S5' lk|o ldq ltdLnfO{ d ;nfd 
eGg rfxG5' / ltdLnfO{ xflb{s >4f;'dg eGg rfxG5' . ltdL ;fgf] lemNsf]af6 
cfuf] afn]/ ;dfh pHofnf] kfg]{ r]tgf lnP/ of] jo:s pd]/df b]zsf] dfof / 
x'6x'6Ln] g]kfn cfPsf lyof} t/ ltd|f OR5f cw"/f /x] . t}klg xfdL ltd|f] of] 
k|ltj4tfnfO{ ;bf ;lDem/xg] 5f}F . ldq of] efj's If0fdf c¿ d s] egf}F < 
ltd|f] d[To'df ;Fu} x'g g;s] klg ltd|f] :d[lt d]/f] Åbodf ;b}j /xg] 5 . hLjg 
gZj/ 5 t/ ltdLn] l56f] d[To' /f]Hg'k¥of] . cGtdf ltd|f] k|ltj4tf / ltd|f] 
nugzLn ofqfnfO{ ;nfd . ltdLnfO{ nfv nfv ;nfd / ljgd| >4f~hln . 

ii

8f= /d]z e§/fO{ lqe'jg ljZjljBfno, sf7df8f}Fdf k|fWofks x'g'x'G5 .



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

59

:g]xL ldq :j= 8f= rGb| nS;DafnfO{ ;lDeFmbf

8f= lji0f' /fh pk|]tL

d}n] ;DemFbf ;g\ @))) sf] k|m]a|'c/L @! ut] a]n'sf ( ah]lt/ d d]/f] g]b/Nof08sf] 
jfu]gx]ug ;x/sf] jf]g:6]u elgg] d"nt ljBfyL{x¿ a:g] #@ tn] ejgsf] 
@# cfF} tNnfdf e]/f]lgsf eGg] 8r l6eL Rofgnsf] dgf]/~hgfTds sfo{qmd 
x]l//x]sf] lyPF . d]/f] kmf]gdf nuftf/ 306L aHof] . lgs} kl5 kmf]g p7fpFbf Pp6f 
ckl/lrt t/ b[9 cfTdljZjf; ePsf] cfjfh cfof], ælji0f'hL gd:t], d 
rGb| nS;Daf, ;/] ljZjljBfnodf 5' . tkfO{ oxfF l/;r{ km]nf]sf] kbdf cfpg 
nfUg'ePsf] gf]l6; af]8{df b]vL ;DalGwt ljefudf ;f]Wbf xf] eGg] lglZrt 
eof] . slxn] cfpg' x'G5, s'g Pc/kf]6{af6 cfpg' x'G5, dnfO{ eGg'xf]nf . d 
lng cfpF5', a:g] ˆNof6 Joj:yf geP;Dd d;Fu} a;f}Fnf =====Æ . nuftf/ 
ptfaf6 pxfFn] cfkm" la|l6z uf]vf{df sfd u/L o'lgel;{6L ckm nG8gaf6 
bz{gzf:q / ;fj{hlgs gLltdf :gftsf]Q/ u/L ;/] ljZjljBfnoaf6 tflnd 
lnPsf] / ToxL lg/Gt/ l;sfO -slG6lgo; nlg{Ë_ df ljBfjfl/lwsf] t}of/L 
ul//x]sf] eg]/ ;ft ldg]6 hlt PstkmL{ nfdf] s'/f ul//xg'eof] . 

	 rGb|hLn] deGbf s]xL cufl8 P;Pn;L kf; u/L c:sn SofDk;df 
ljBfyL{ /fhgLltdf klg ;s[o x'g'ePsf] s'/f klg eGg'eof] . dnfO{ klxn] of] 
af/]df klg yfxf lyPg . d}n] pxfFsf] gfd klg ;'g]sf] lyOgF . klxnf]rf]l6 kmf]gdf 
dfq s'/f ePsf], ef}lts¿kdf e]6;Dd gePsf], pxfFn] d]/f] af/]df s]xL c¿ 
s'/f klg g;f]wL Ps}rf]6L PstkmL{ ;ft ldg]6 nfdf] s'/f u/]/ æd ljdfg:yndf 
lng cfpF5', d]/f] 3/df a;] x'G5Æ eGg] s:tf] dflg; /x]5 < lsg o;f] eg]sf] 
xf]nf < s] of] ;a ;fFRr} eg]sf] xf]nf ls < eGg] dgdf nfUof] . clg pxfFsf] 

!@
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s'/f ;'g]kl5 d}n] pxfFnfO{ ;xof]usf] k|:tfj ug'{ePsf]df wGojfb lbFb} ædnfO{ 
lxy|f] ljdfg:yndf ljZjljBfnon] uf8L k7fpg] eg]sf] 5 / b'O{ xKtfsf nflu 
ljZjljBfnosf] kfx'gf 3/sf] sf]7f klg pknAw u/fPsf] 5, To;}n] tkfO{ lng 
cfpg' kb{}g . t/ b'O{ xKtf;Dddf cfkm"n] csf]{ a:g] Joj:yf ug{ ;lsgF eg] 
rflxF csf]{ Joj:yf geP;Dd tkfO{sf] 3/df a;f}Fnf . d dfr{ @ df cfpF5' clg 
e]6fF}nfÆ eg]F . 

	 pxfFn] d]/f] ljefudf uO{ ;]qm]6/L dfln{g;Fu æljZjljBfnosf] 
;"rgfdf lji0f' pk|]tL oxfF cfpg nfu]sf] yfxf kfPF, xfdL Ps} b]zsf, d pxfFnfO{ 
;xof]u u5'{ . pxfFsf] ;Dks{ gDa/ lbg'Æ egL kmf]g / 7]ufgf lnO{ kmf]g ug'{ePsf] 
/x]5 . klxnf] kmf]g ePsf] / d luNkmf]8{ hfg] lbgsf]] lardf pxfFn] kfFrk6s 
;Dks{ ug'{eof] / nueu ToxL s'/f bf]xf]¥ofO /xg'eof] . of] ;Dks{af6 dnfO{ 
yk xf};nf a9\of] / 9'Ss klg agfof] .

	 d luNkmf]8{ k'u]sf] ef]lnkN6 pxfF sNkgf efph";lxt d sxfF 
cfpg'eof] -!! ah]lt/ pxfFx¿ cfpg'ePsf] h:tf] nfU5_. pxfFx¿ ;s];Dd 
b'j}hgf ;Fu} lxF8\g' x'Fbf]/x]5 . sNkgf efph" Tolta]nf;Dd cfkm}F uf8L rnfpg' 
x'GgYof] . rGb|hL / efph";Fu klxnf] e]6 / nfdf] s'/fsfgL eof] . glhs}sf] 
/]i6'/]06df uO{ ;Fu} nGr vfO{ d]/f] nflu b'O{ xKtf k'Ug] ;fdfg lsGg glhs}sf] 
;'k/dfs]{6 uof}F / ;fdfg NofO{ u]i6xfp;df /fv]/ dnfO{ pxfFx¿n] cfˆgf] 
3/df nfg'eof] . 5f]/fx¿ a;Gt / axf/ ;fg} lyP . a]n'sf ToxLF vfgf vfof}F . 
ca]/;Dd s'/fsfgL u/L dnfO{ luNkmf]8{{ 5f]8]/ pxfFx¿ b'j}hgf kms{g'eof] . of] 
klxnf] lbgsf] d]/f] e]6 xfd|f] ;bfsf nflu ulx/f] ldqtfsf] bl/nf] cfwf/ aGof] .

	 rGb|hLn] kLPr8Lsf] t}of/L ub}{ u/]sf] / To;df pxfFnfO{ af}l4s ;xof]u 
rflxPsf] /x]5 . xfd|f] e]6sf] klxnf] @)–@@ xKtf hlt rGb|hLsf] ljBfjfl/wL 
cg';Gwfgsf] k|:tfj t}of/L ug]{ sfddf xfdL nfdf–nfdf ax; uYof}{ . w]/}h;f] 
z'qmaf/ lbpF;f] rGb|hL / sNkgf efph" dnfO{ lng cfpg'x'GYof] . clg xfdL 
z'qmaf/ /flt ca]/;Dd lao/ / df;' vfFb} pxfFsf] k|:tfjaf/] 5nkmn uYof}{+ . 
;Gbe{ ;fdu|L h'6fpFYof}F, n]Vg] sfd x'GYof] . ca]/ ! ah]lt/ xfdL ;'t]/ zlgaf/ 
laxfg klg xfdL To:t} sfd uYof}{+ . 

	 d g]b/Nof08sf] rlr{t jfu]gx]u]g ljZjljBfnoaf6 /fd|f] 
d"NofÍg;lxt ev{/ ljBfjfl/lw ;s]sfn] ddf klg lgs} hf]z / kLPr8Lsf 
af/]df hfgsf/L klg lyof] / rGb|hLn] dnfO{ olt w]/} ef}lts ;xof]u u/]sf]n] 
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klg pxfFnfO{ d}n] ;s];Ddsf] ;xof]u ug'{k5{ eGg] dnfO{ leq}b]lv nfu]sf] lyof] 
/ d}n] of] u/F] klg . d]/f] of] ;xof]unfO{ rGb|hL / efph"n] /fd|/L dx;'; klg 
ug'{ePsf] lyof] . 

	 d t nS;Daf kl/jf/sf] ;b:o g} eO;s]sf] lyPF . s'g} ;fd"lxs 
e]63f6 / sfo{qmddf klg rGb|hL / efph" dnfO{ hfpF eGg'x'GYof] . ;'?sf] a]nf 
dnfO{ hlt;Sbf] w]/} hfgsf/L lng' kg]{ klg lyof] . To;}n] pxfFx¿n] k|:tfj 
u/]sf] w]/} :yfg / sfo{qmddf d ;xefuL ePF .

	 Tolta]nf rGb|hLsf] :jefj s:tf] lyof] eg], d o;f] u5'{ eg]kl5 
ul/xfNg], a¿ ha/h:tL g} ug]{ . Tof] ljifosf] kof{Kt bVvn geP klg c¿n] 
s]xL eGnfsL eg]/ kl5 x6\g] x}g ls af}l4s ax;df lel8xfNg] . k9\g] n]Vg] 
sfddf Hofb} tTk/, ;f]Wg, l;Sg glxRflsrfpg], s'/f ubf{ cfˆgf] k[i7e"ld / 
u/]sf cWoogx¿sf] ;Gbe{ hf]8\g] xF'bf dflg;n] pxfFnfO{ xQkQ af}l4s¿kdf 
x]Kg klg g;Sg] . d rflxF a]nf a]nfdf ljifosf] ulx/f] 1fg xfl;n gu/L o:tf] 
dx;'/ z}nL ckgfpFbf sxLF sl7g cj:yf kg{;S5 egL ;hu u/fpFy] . pxfF 
tTsfn dx;''; klg ug'{x'GYof] /, æd t nfx'/], cfOxfN5 of] z}nLÆ eGg'x'GYof] .

 	 ;'?df dnfO{ pxfFsf] kLPr8Lsf] t}of/L / pxfFsf] ha/h:tL z}nL 
b]Vbf cln lrGtf klg nfu]sf] lyof] / d pbfx/0f;lxt pxfFnfO{ of] af/]df 
yk ;Gbe{ ;fdu|L cWoog ug{, tL ;fdu|L;Fu hf]8]/ k|:t't ug{ / ;'emfjx¿ 
;sf/fTds¿kdf lng af/Daf/ ;DemfpFy] . sNkgf efph" klg d]/f] s'/fnfO{ 
hf]8 lbFb} yKg'x'GYof] . rGb|hLsf] :jefj s:tf] lyof] eg] sNkgf efph"n] eg] 
kl5 v'¿Ss dflgxfNg] . kl5 pxfFn] ljifout bIftfdf olt /fd|f] ljsf; ug'{ 
eof] Tof] cToGt k|z+;gLo /Xof] . d}n] 8]9 jif{ ;/] ljZjljBfnodf sfd u/]F . 
*) k|ltzt hlt cg';Gwfg / @) k|ltzt hlt k9fpg] Aojxfl/s Joj:yf 
ul/Psf] lyof] . slxn]sfxLF rGb|hL d]/f] sIffdf klg cfpg'x'GYof] / rfvnfUbf 
pbfx/0f;lxt sIffdf ax;df plqO{ ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ n¶ kfg'{x'GYof] . pxfFn] 
dnfO{ cfˆgf] ljBfjfl/lwsf] k|fWofks lk6/ hfle{;;Fu nu]/ lrgfPkl5 
pxfF;Fu klg d]/f] /fd|f] ;DaGw :yflkt ePsf] lyof] .

	 8]9 jif{kl5 d ;/] ljZjljBfnoaf6 nG8g ljZjljBfnosf] :6«fG8df 
/x]sf] lsË;\ sn]hsf] l8km]G; :6l8h ljefudf l/;r{ km]nf]df sfd ug]{ u/L 
nG8g ;/]F . Tolta]nf klg rGb|hLn] g} dnfO{ :yfgfGt/0fdf ;xof]u ug'{ eof] . 
ca d]/f] nS;Daf kl/jf/ ;Fusf] e]63f6 klxnfeGbf cln kftlnof] . t/ klg 
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slxn] d pxfF sxfF hfGyF], slxn] rGb|hL / efph" nG8g cfpg'x'GYof] . e]63f6df 
g]kfn / ToxfFsf] ;d;fdlos /fhgLltsf af/]df / rGb|hLsf] ljBfjffl/lwsf] 
af/]df 5nkmn x'GYof] . pxfFn]] kmf]gaf6 ;Dks{ ul//xg' x'GYof] .

	 ha d ;g\ @))# sf] dWolt/ a]nfotaf6 g]kfn kms]F{ To;kl5 
eg] xfd|f] ;Dks{ lgs} kftlnof] . slxn]sfxLF O{d]n cfbfgk|bfg x'GYof] . 
Pp6f 7'nf] ljZjJofkL cg';Gwfg sfo{qmdsf] blIf0f Pl;of k|d'v ePkl5 
d}n] cf7 jif{ hlt af/Daf/ o'/f]k e|d0f ug'{ k¥of] . Tof] a]nf d a]nfot klg 
jif{sf] tLg÷rf/k6s hlt hfGy]F . ldn];Dd uPsf] a]nf pxfFx¿nfO{ e]6\yF] t/ 
b'j}hgfsf] Jo:ttfsf sf/0f w]/} ;do latfpg g;lsg] / slxn] t kmf]gdf dfq} 
s'/f ug'{ kg]{ cj:yf x'GYof] . 

	 pxfFn] a]nfotdf ;fyLx¿;Fu ldnL ;]G6/ km/ g]kfn :6l8h 
-;LPgP;_ o's] vf]Ng'eof] / dnfO{ ;Nnfxsf/ a:g' k¥of] eg]/ cg'/f]w 
ug'{eof] / d}n] Tof] l:jsf/F] . pxfF klg g]kfn cfpFbf d;Fu e]6\g'x'GYof] . kl5 
xfdLn] 5nkmn u/L ;LPgP; o's] / Pg=l;=l;=cf/= (Nepal Centre for 
Contemporary Research)  lar ;Demf}tf g} u/L rGb|hLn] k"jL{ lhNnfdf 
lsk6 hUuf;DaGwL cWoogsf] g]t[Tj ug]{ / To;sf nflu cfjZos ;|f]t / 
af}l4s ;xof]u Pg=l;=l;=cf/=n] ug]{ u/L to u¥of}F. 

	 d]/f] pxfFnfO{ klxn]b]lvs} Pp6f lg/Gt/ cg'/f]w lyof], k9fO ;s]kl5 
g]kfn g} kmsf}{F . pxfF eGg'x'GYof] æof] 3/sf] Joj:yf / b'O{ 5f]/fsf] k"0f{ Joj:yf 
kl5 d / sNkgf g]kfn g} kms{g] xf]Æ . sNkgf efph"n] klg d]/f] g]kfn hfg' 
kg]{ k|:tfjsf] ;dy{g ug'{ePsf] lyof] . pxfF klg æxfdL t kl5 g]kfn g} hfg] 
xf]Æ eGg'x'GYof] . rGb|hLn] nuftf/ cfˆgf] af}l4s of]ubfgnfO{ ;LPgP; o's], 
;/] / nG8g ljZjljBfno nufot a]nfotsf ljleGg ljZjljBfno / lzIf0f 
;+:yfx¿ dfkm{t lbO/xg'ePsf] lyof] .

	 a;Gt / axf/n] cf–cfˆgf] /fd|f] Joj:yf u/]kl5 rGb|hL / efph" 
g]kfn kms{g] lg0f{o ug'{ eP5 . g]kfn cfPsf] a]nf cfkm"n] k|b]z ! sf] of]hgf 
cfof]udf sfd ug]{ ;Defjgf ePsf] eGg'x'GYof] . g]kfndf /fd|f] ;Dks{ agfO{ 
v'nf ljZjljBfno k9fpg yfn]sf] / d]/f] 3/ glhs} 3/ klg lsGg'ePsf] /x]5 . 
Ps e]6df Tof] yfxf eof] . pxfF Tolta]nf a]nfot hfg] t}of/Ldf x'g' x'Fbf]/x]5 . 
xfd|f] lardf rGb|hL ptfaf6 kms]{kl5 e]6]/ lj:t[t s'/f ug]{ of]hgf to eof] . 
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t/ b'ef{Uo pxfF ptf uPkl5 sf]le8 dxfdf/Lsf sf/0f g]kfn kms{g kfpg' ePg 
/ Tot} a:g' kg]{ cj:yf cfP5 . 

	 s]xL ;dokl5 t km];a'sdfkm{t pxfFnfO{ sf]le8 dxfdf/Ln] ;ª\qmd0f 
u/L %( jif{sf] pd]/d} xfdL ;a}nfO{ 5f]8]/ hfg'eof] eGg] hfgsf/L eof] . pxfF 
a]nfotaf6 kms]{kl5 ;Fu} a;]/ la:t[t of]hgf agfO{ ;Fu} sfd ug]{ xfd|f] of]hgf 
;bfsf nflu cw"/} /xof] . :g]xL ldq rGb|hLdf xflb{s >4f~hln / efph" 
sNkgf, a;Gt afa' / pgsf] kl/jf/ tyf axf/ afa' nufot ;Dk"0f{ nS;Daf 
kl/jf/k|lt ulx/f] ;dj]bgf . rGb|hL d]/f] x[bodf ;bf /lx/xg' x'g] 5 .

ii

;'gfsf]7L– l;len xf]D;\ #, uf]bfj/L gu/kflnsf j8f g+ !@, nlntk'/ lgjf;L 8f= lji0f' 
/fh pk|]tL g]kfn ;/sf/sf] …lyª\s 6\ofª\s' gLlt cg';Gwfg k|lti7fgsf] sfo{sf/L cWoIf 
x'g'x'G5 . 
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Chandra as my PhD Student and 
Friend

Prof. John Holford

I met Chandra almost by accident as part as my work, but he actually 
became a significant figure in my life. Adult education which has 
been my profession for over four decades has a way of generating 
'true believers'. People who take up learning as adults can see its 
capacity for improving a lot of individuals and communities, and not 
infrequently they devote themselves to that cause. I think I always 
saw Chandra as part of that movement. This went very far back in 
his being. He was an adult educator: he was in the army of course, 
but he was also an adult educator amongst the Nepalese community 
in Britain and with the Nepal Open University. I hadn't realised 
before now about his youthful political enterprises, but they can 
clearly be seen now as an educational exercise. He was clearly also a 
researcher; it was also obvious to me that he was deeply committed 
both to his country and to the Gurkha community in the UK. Those 
kinds of loyalties are meat and drink to adult educators because 
adult education is about creating knowledge and serving the people. 

	 We met when I was working in the Department of 
Educational Studies at the University of Surrey. It must have been 
around 20 years ago. We were introduced by my colleague and our 
mutual friend Professor Peter Jarvis who wanted Chandra to enrol 
as a PhD student; Peter asked me to be his co-supervisor. Peter, of 
course, sadly died a couple of years ago but I am sure he would 
have been here today and spoken as warmly about Chandra as I can– 

13
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though probably more eloquently. I never exactly discovered how 
Peter and Chandra met. I imagine it was Peter's reputation as a great 
figure in the study of adult learning, and with truly global interests, 
that played a large part. Peter was a great networker, and they very 
likely encountered each other in an event where he spoke. Whatever 
the reason, they hit it off and Chandra came to Guildford to do a 
PhD. 

	 But working with him as a supervisor, I quickly discovered 
that Chandra although quiet spoken and humble was a deep thinker 
and very able. His PhD research was a socio-political study of 
lifelong learning policy and practice in Nepal. It is worth saying 
that he faced a quite a few difficulties in doing it. I was looking 
at his PhD the other day and he wrote, "The field research was 
obstructed by the unexpected escalation of the civil war which led 
to a breakdown in security and the major forces embroiled in the 
war shoot at will under the pretext of the victim being classed as the 
enemy". He summed up the effects of that with what I would say is 
a typically modest statement: "The field research was a challenge". 

	 Anyway, he finished his thesis quickly and it was awarded 
in 2005 and I think some of the things he says in it gives us a sense of 
what he believed in what he wrote and how he saw the position. It is 
a long thesis; it extends to 18 chapters and 460 pages. He saw adult 
education as a part of the wider Nepalese social and political project. 
He wrote that lifelong learning is as old as Nepalese civilisation, and 
extremely important to daily life. He said (he was writing of course 
in the early 2000s), that every single person he met was dissatisfied 
with the government's current policy because it failed to generate 
the knowledge needed to address the widespread oppression, social 
exclusion and marginalisation of the poor, lower castes, indigenous 
nationalities and women. He saw this oppression as perpetuated by 
Hindu religion and culture. He saw a chain of hierarchy across the 
entire social order as a tool of oppression and explotation which had 
led the poor, lower castes and women to revolt. Lifelong learning 
needed to address issues of caste, class, ethnicity and gender. But 
he advocated protection and promotion of different religions and 
cultures. This, I think is really important because this culture, this 
indigenous system, would provide a framework for lifelong learning 
processes and practice. Chandra thought that indigenous knowledge 
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systems and cultures were essential in the battle against the negative 
effects of globalisation. So he wanted to end centralised planning, 
which he saw as driven by international donor organisations, and 
to replace it by a participatory, bottom-up approach which could 
benefit individual communities at local level. That was a very strong 
element of his thesis and his argument.

	 Let me turn a little bit away from his thesis. He was deeply 
charming. When he finished his thesis, he began to involve me, just 
a little, in the masses of activities he organised, or was engaged in, 
for Gurkha and Nepali interest in Britain and in Nepal. As a result, 
I discovered that he was not only charming but also a charming 
powerhouse. His courteous and reserved exterior concealed a man 
who could and did move mountains in pursuit of the causes he 
worked for. I marvelled – and deeply envied – his extraordinary 
gift for persuasion. He would ring me up often and invite me in 
some gentle way to join him in some event or campaign. I don't 
recall single occasion where I was able to turn him down, however 
inconvenient it was or however ill-qualified I felt myself to be. 

	 But above all, I remember him as a kind man. Several 
friends who knew him at Surrey have said the similar things when I 
told them about his ever-so-premature death. He was someone who 
cared about his people and was willing to go extra ordinary lengths 
to help them. I imagine that was why he decided to go to back to 
Nepal to work for Open University a couple of years ago. When 
he was there, he was courteously relentless in getting his friends 
to contribute in various ways. He really did seem to be doing great 
things there. 

	 In mourning his loss, I think also I celebrate his contribution 
and memory. I am genuinely proud and privileged to have known 
him.

**
John Holford is Robert Peers Professor of Adult Education at the University of 
Nottingham. He is also an advisor of the CNSUK. 

Note:
The text in this Chapter is just a transcription of oral remarks made by Prof. John 
Holford during the memorial service organised online on 26 February 2021 by the 
Centre for Nepal Studies UK.
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;LPgP; o's]sf] :yfkgf / ljsf;df  
8f= rGb| nS;Daf

8f= uf]ljGbk|;fb bfxfn 
nf]s]Gb|k'?if 9sfn

a]nfotdf cWoog cg';Gwfg tyf k|fl1s sd{df g]kfnLx¿sf] ;+nUgtf 
;g\ !(&) sf] bzsb]lv kmf§km'§ b]vf kg{ yfn]sf] xf] . ;g\ !(() kl5sf] 
bzsdf eg] w]/} g]kfnL d"nsf 8fS6/, OlGhlgo/, k|fljlws, lzIfs tyf 
cg';GwfgsdL{x¿sf] pkl:ylt aflSnFb} uPsf] lyof] . g]kfnLx¿sf] a]nfot 
cfudg x'g] of] qmd ;g\ @))) kl5 emg\ XjfQ} a9]sf] kfOG5 . ;g\ @))) 
sf] bzsdf 7'nf] ;ª\Vofdf g]kfnL ljBfyL{x¿, xfOnL l:sN8 dfOu|]G6 
sfo{qmdcGtu{t bIf hgzlQmx¿ / :yfoL a;f]af;sf nflu e"tk"j{ uf]vf{x¿ 
lelqPsf lyP . 

	 o;/L /fd|} ;ª\Vofdf a9]sf g]kfnL ljBfyL{x¿ / k|f1x¿n] To;kl5 
a]nfotsf ljleGg ljZjljBfnox¿df cWoog tyf Jofj;flos sfo{ ug]{ 
l;nl;nfdf g]kfn / g]kfnL;DaGwL cWoog cg';Gwfg yfn]sf lyP . km]nf 
kfl/Psf tYox¿ tyf glthfnfO{ g]kfn / a]nfotl:yt g]kfnLsf] lxtsf nflu 
k|of]u jf ;dGjo ug]{  g]kfnLx¿åf/f g} df}lns¿kdf ;~rflnt s'g} ;+:yf 
lyPgg\ . o:tf] cj:yfdf g]kfn / g]kfnL;DaGwL ljlzi6 Pjd\ dxŒjk"0f{ 
;jfnx¿ ;d]6]/ a]nfot Pjd\ g]kfndf ;d]t gLlt tyf sfo{qmd lgdf{0fsf 
nflu kxn:j¿k k|df0f k|:t't ug{ ;Sg] / g]kfn / g]kfnL;DaGwL c¿ yk 
jf:tljs k|fl1s ;jfnx¿sf] j}1flgs ta/n] cWoog–cg';Gwfg ug{ 
;Sg] Pp6f k|fl1s s]Gb|sf] ckl/xfo{tf 5 eGg] dx;'; eof] . ;g\ @))^ sf] 

!$
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cGTolt/ :juL{o 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Daf, 8f= uf]ljGb bfxfn, 8f= cRo't 
uf}td, nf]s]Gb|k'?if 9sfn, cfgGb e08f/L nufotsf] ;d"xn] o;tkm{ cu|;/tf 
lnof] . o;sf nflu klxnf] a}7s km]a|'c/L @))& df lk|mDnLdf 8f= rGb|s'df/ 
nS;Dafsf] 3/df / bf]>f] a}7s csf]{ dlxgfdf ;fpyXofDk6gdf 8f= uf]ljGb 
bfxfnsf] lgjf;df a;]sf] lyof] . tb\g'¿k 8f= uf]ljGb bfxfnsf] …8fO/]S6/;LkÚ 
/ :juL{o 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf] ;dGjosf/L e"ldsfdf xfdL ;a} ;+nUg eO 
…;]G6/ km/ g]kfn :6l8h o's] -;LPgP; o's]_Ú sf] :yfkgf ul/Psf] xf] . 

 	 ;LPgP; o's]sf] :yfkgfkZrft ;j{k|yd xfdLn] a]nfotdf a;f]af; 
ug]{ ;du| g]kfnLx¿sf] lxtdf …g]kfnLx¿åf/f g]kfnLsf nflu hgu0fgfÚ eGg] 
sfo{qmd ug]{ lg0f{o u¥of}F}F . 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Daf To; a]nf Pgcf/PgP 
o's]sf] pkfWoIf klg x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFn] “8f= uf]ljGb bfxfn cfkm}F hg;+Vofljb\ 
ePsf] / ev{/} ;+o'Qm /fi6«;+3, hg;ª\Vof tyf tYofÍzf:q ljefu h]g]efaf6 
ToxL ljifodf sfd u/]/ kms{g'ePsfn] pxfFs} g]t[Tjdf of] hgu0fgf ug{'k5{" 
eg]/ k|:tfj /fv]kl5 s]Gb|sf] a}7sn] To;nfO{ cg'df]bg u/]sf] lyof] . lj1sf] 
Joj:yf ePkl5 hgu0fgf k"/f ug{ rflxg] hgzlQm / cfly{s ;xof]usf] 
Joj:yf ug{' kg]{ lyof] . o; ;DaGwdf a]nfotdf cjl:yt em08} ^) g]kfnL 
;+3–;+:yf / Pgcf/PgP o's]n] ldn]/ sfd ug]{ / Go"gtd¿kdf rflxg] cfly{s 
;xof]u klg p7fpg] lg0f{o ePsf] lyof] . of] lg0f{osf nflu 8f= rGb|s'df/ 
nS;Dafn] dxŒjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng'ePsf] lyof] .

	 hgu0fgf ubf{ ;'?sf] gd"gf k/LIf0f xfdLn] pxfFsf] :yfgLo a:tL 
lk|mDnLd} u/]sf lyof}F . To;kl5 nuftf/ ul/Psf] tYofÍ ;Íngdf pxfFs} sf/sf] 
k|of]u u/]/ xfdL ;Fu;Fu} sfd uYof]{}F . sltko JolQmsf] 3/df tYofÍ ;Íng ug{ 
k'Ubf pxfFx¿sf] gsf/fTds Jojxf/ / gld7f] af]nLsf] klg xfdL ;fIfL ag]sf 
lyof}F . sltko cj:yfdf t o:tf] Jojxf/ b]v]/ 8f= nS;Daf emf]lSsg' klg 
x'GYof] . af6f]df kms]{/ cfpFbf d -oxfF / o;kl5 …dÚ zAbn] klxnf] n]vsnfO{ 
hgfPsf] 5_ pxfFnfO{ “;/ xfdL k9] n]v]sf JolQm, pxfFx¿n] of] hgu0fgfsf] 
dxŒj ga'em]/ xf] . ef] xfdL o;df …dfOG8Ú gu/f}FÆ eGy] . “uf]ljGb ;/ Û pxfFx¿s} 
lxtsf nflu t tkfOF xfdLn] of] ;f/f u/]sf] xf] . of] uf8Lsf] dfOn]h, xfdLn] 
l;Q} lbPsf] oqf] w]/} ;do, kl/jf/nfO{ 5f]8]/ oxL sfdsf nflu lxF8]sf] slt 
eof] < km]l/ pN6} xfdLnfO{ kf] To;f] eGg] < of] d]/f] kLPr8Lsf] ;l6{lkms]6n] ubf{ 
tkfO{+n] dnfO{ To;f] eg]sf] xf]Og < Tof] ;l6{lkms]6 t d p Tof] ?vsf] 6f]8sf]df 
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-cufl8sf] ?vnfO{ b]vfpFb}_ l;p/]/ le8\g hfg' ;S5'Æ eg]/ pxfF d;Fu klg 
emf]lSsg'x'GYof] . d d';'d';' xfF;]/ pxfFnfO{ x]l//xGy]F . clg km]l/ cln klNt/ 
k'u]kl5 ;a} s'/f la;]{/ “c¿ dfG5]sf] Jojxf/ b]v]/ d tkfO{+;Fu kf] emf]lSsP5'Æ 
eGb} cg]s s'/f u/]/ d/Ld/L xF;fpg'x'GYof] . o:tf] hf]l;nf] / /dfOnf] x'g'x'GYof] 
xfd|f] rGb| nS;Daf hL . 

	 of] hgu0fgf k|f]h]S6sf] qmddf w]/} k6s xfdLnfO{ sNkgf alxgL 
-rGb|hLsL wd{kTgL_ n] 8«fOe u/]/ lkmN8df k'¥ofpg] / Nofpg] ug{'ePsf] lyof] . 
sNkgf alxgLsf] 8«fOleª rGb|hLsf] 8«fOleªsf] t'ngfdf w]/} ;xh x'GYof] . 
clg rGb|hL cfkmF} sNkgf alxgLsf] 8«fOleªsf] tfl/km ug{'x'GYof] . To;a]nf 
tYofÍ ;Íng ug{ hfg d -uf]ljGb_ ;fpyXofDk6gaf6 6«]gdf kmfgaf]/f] 
cfpg] clg ToxfFaf6 rGb|hLn] uf8L lnP/ dnfO{ lng cfpg] xfd|f] lbgrof{ g} 
alg;s]sf] lyof] . xtf/ xtf/ rGb|hLsf] 3/df k'u]/ sNkgf alxgLn] agfPsf] 
vfhf vfg] clg tYofÍ ;Íng ug{ lxF8L xfNg] . sNkgf alxgLsf] Tof] lg:jfy{ 
;]jfk|lt d ;w}F C0fL 5' .

	 Ps k6s xfdLn] g;f]r]sf] 36gf 36\of] . tLg lbgsf nflu xfdL 
tYofÍ ;Íng ug{ Dofgr]:6/lt/ hfg] ePsf lyof}F . d laxfg} rGb|hLsf] 
3/ lk|mDnL cfOk'u]F . clg yfxf eof] ls sNkgf alxgL uDeL/¿kdf la/fdL 
kg{'ePsf] /x]5 . rGb|hL olt xtf; x'g'ePsf] d}n] pxfFnfO{ To;cl3 slxNo} 
b]v]sf] lyOgF . 5f]/fx¿ / xfdL ;a}n] ldn]/ alxgLnfO{ t'?Gt c:ktfn k'¥ofof}F . 
alxgLnfO{ leq pkrf/ ub}{ubf{ rGb|hL / d aflx/ klv{/x]sf lyof}F . To;a]nf 
rGb|hLn] d;Fu eGg'ePsf] lyof], æuf]ljGb ;/, cfh sNkgfsf] cj:yf b]v]/ 
t d …x]8 n]; lrsgÚ h:tf] e};s]sf] lyPF . tkfO{+sf] ;fy kfP/ dfq clxn] 
;fx; cfPsf] 5 .Æ sNkgf alxgLsf] :jf:Yo hfFr ;lsPkl5 PG6Lafof]l6S; 
n]vL lbP/ …pxfFnfO{ s]xL  klg x'Fb}g, of] cf}iflw VjfO xfNg'Ú eg]/ lrlsT;sn] 
eg]sf] s'/f ;'g]kl5 dfq rGb|hL 9'Ss x'g'ePsf] lyof] . o;af6 d}n] k|i6 b]v]sf] 
5' ls pxfF aflx/af6 hlt s8f b]lvg'x'GYof] leqaf6 TolQs} sdnf] klg 
x'g'x'GYof] . clg pxfF cfˆgf] kl/jf/sf] :jf:Yo / ;'/Iffk|lt clt lrlGtt / 
;ts{ x'g'x'GYof] . of] 36gfkl5 /]l8ªaf6 8f= s[i0f kf}8]nsf] ;jf/L ;fwgdf 
8f= s[i0f clwsf/L / d Dofgr]:6/–ald{ª\3d–u|fGyfdsf] ofqfdf uof}F .

	 of] hgu0fgf kl/of]hgfsf qmddf rGb|hLn] dnfO{ w]/} gofF ;fyLx¿;Fu 
kl/ro u/fpg'ePsf] lyof] eg] sltko d}n] lrg]sf ldqx¿;Fu pxfFsf] kl/ro 
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u/fPsf] lyPF . 8f= s[i0f clwsf/LnfO{ d}n] rGb|hL / xfd|f] ;du| 6Ld;Fu hgu0fgf 
;'? ug]{ qmddf kl/ro u/fPsf] lyPF . To;a]nf /]l8ªdf clwsf/LhL / c¿ 
;fyLx¿sf] ;lqmotfn] hgu0fgfsf] /fd|f] tYofÍ ;Íng ePsf] lyof] . o;/L 
o's]el/af6 ;du| tYofÍ ;Íng ul/;s]kl5 xfdL k|ltj]bg n]vgsf] cf/lDes 
r/0fdf lyof}F . xfd|f] ;Ílnt tYofÍsf] z'4Ls/0fsf] sfd s]xL xb;Dd cufl8 
al9;s]sf] eP klg ljZn]if0fsf] sfd afFsL lyof] . s] s] RofK6/ n]Vg] eGg]af/] 
d:of}bf of]hgf klg tof/ x'Fb} lyof] . o;} qmddf 8f= uf]ljGb bfxfn o's] 5f]8]/ 
@))( df Sofgf8f hfg' kg]{ eof] . cfˆgf] cg'kl:yltdf o; k|f]h]S6nfO{ cl3 
a9fpg pxfFsf] ;Nnfx / ;'emfjdf ;LPgP; o's]n] 8f= s[i0f clwsf/LnfO{ 
cg'/f]w u¥of] . tYofÍ ;Íngsf] qmdd} of] kl/of]hgf ;lqmo ;xefuL x'Fb} 
cfpg'ePsf 8f= clwsf/LnfO{ ;LPgP; o's]sf] yk cf}krfl/s lhDd]jf/L / 
e"ldsf lbOof] . d Sofgf8f hfg] kSsf ePkl5 d}n] 8f= nS;DafnfO{ cln 
xtf]T;fxL b]v]F . Tof] :jfefljs klg lyof] . Psflt/ ;fyL;Fu la5f]8, csf]{lt/ 
n]vg sfo{ x'g] a]nfdf kl/of]hgfsf] g]t[Tj ug]{ dflg; lxF8\bf pxfF a9L lrlGtt 
x'g' :jfefljs lyof] . d}n] “d tkfO{+s} ;fydf x'g]5' lrGtf gug{'Æ eg]sf] lyPF . 
clg km]l/ “tkfO{+n] / xfd|f] ;du| l6dn] lnPsf] nIonfO{ lbuf] agfpg] sfd 8f= 
clwsf/Lsf] k|of;n] k"/f x'g]5 . lrGtf gug{';\ xfdL ;a} ;fy} x'g]5f}FÆ eg]kl5 
rGb| w]/} 9'Ss x'g'ePsf] lyof] .

	 To;kl5 d -uf]ljGb_ Sofgf8f cfPF . Sofgf8f cfO k'u]kl5 d}n] 
8f= nS;DafnfO{ kmf]g u/]F . kmf]gdf æuf]ljGb ;/, tkfOF Sofgf8f u};s]kl5 t 
d]/f] dg cToGt ljXjn eof], clg 8«fOleË u/]/ Psflt/ uPF eg]sf] cs}{lt/ 
k'u]5'Æ eGg'eof] . otf d]/f] klg cj:yf p:t} lyof] . sfdsf] l;nl;nfdf xfdL 
b'j} sltko s'/fdf c;xdlt klg /fVYof}F, t/ Ps csf{k|ltsf] ldqtf eg] ;w} 
cToGt uf9f lyof] . 

	 hgu0fgf kl/of]hgfdf cfwfl/t /xL xfdLn] …g]klnh Og b o'gfO6]8 
lsË8dM Pg cf]e/Eo'Ú gfds k':ts k|sflzt u¥of}F}F . o; k':tsdf :juL{o 
8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafn] lzIff / uf]vf{;DaGwL ljifodf cToGt dxŒjk"0f{ 
cg';Gwfgd"ns n]v n]Vg'ePsf] 5 .

	 ;g\ @))& b]lv g} ;LPgP; o's]n] lg/Gt/¿kdf g]kfn / g]kfnLsf] 
;Gbe{df cWoog, cg';Gwfg sfo{ ub}{ a]nfot / g]kfnl:yt ljljw k|fl1s 
Pjd\ u}/ k|fl1s ;+3÷;+:yfx¿nfO{ ;xof]u ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . ;g\ @)!) 
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sf] bzsdf ;LPgP; o's]n] e"k" uf]vf{sf k]G;g;DaGwL cWoog, cS:kmf]8{ 
ljZjljBfno;Fusf] ;xsfo{df g]kfnLsf] wd{ ;+:sf/;DaGwL cWoog, 
;LPgP; o's]sf] bzf}F :yfkgf lbj; ;fy} a]nfotdf cjl:yt g]kfnL 
;d'bfosf] ;fdflhs ultzLntf;DaGwL cg';Gwfgsf sfd ;DkGg u/]sf] 
5 . ;+:yfn] ;g\ @)!( df 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] ;+nUgtfdf ;fkmf -;f]Nh;{, 
;]On;{ P08 Po/d]G; km\ofldlnh P;f]l;P;g_ sf] e"k" uf]vf{ ;}lgs ;DaGwL 
Pp6f cfof]hgfsf] d"NofÍg ;d]t u¥of}F . ;LPgP; o's]sf] :yfkgf / o;sf] 
;+:yfut ljsf; ug]{ sfo{sf nflu 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf] lg/Gt/ 
g]t[TjbfoL ;+nUgtf /Xof] . d"ntM e"k" uf]vf{;DaGwL ljifo / a]nfotdf 
cjl:yt ;fdflhs ;+3;+:yfx¿;Fusf] ;dGjo Pjd\ ;xsfo{ ug]{ ;jfndf 
pxfFsf] ;lqmo Pjd\ k|efjsf/L e"ldsf /xGYof] . pxfFn] uf]vf{ ;}lgs;DaGwL 
k|foh;f] ljifodf ;LPgP; o's]sf] tkm{af6 k|ltlglwTj ug{'x'GYof] . 8f= rGb| 
nS;Daf cToGt zfnLg JolQmTjsf wgL, h'emf?, nugzLn Pjd\ st{Jolgi6 
JolQmTj x'g'x'GYof] . oL ;a} ;b\u'0fsf sf/0fn] ubf{ ;LPgP; o's]n] Pp6f s'zn 
Pjd\ ljlzi6 cg';Gwfgstf{, c;n Joj:yfks clg Pp6f hfHjNodfg ldq 
u'dfPsf] 5 .

ii

8f= uf]ljGb bfxfnn] ;fpyXofDK6g ljZjljBfnoaf6 ;fdflhs tYofª\s ljifodf 
ljBfjfl/lw ug'{ePsf] 5 . g]kfn cWoog s]Gb| a]nfotsf] ;+:yfks lgb]{zs bfxfn clxn] 
Sofgf8fsf] cf]6fjfdf :jf:Yo;DaGwL sfo{df ;+nUg x'g'x''G5 . 

nf]s]Gb|k'?if 9sfn g]kfn cWoog s]Gb| a]nfotsf sfo{sf/L lgb]{zs x'g'x'G5 .
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Chandra Laksamba at CVQO
Guy Horridge (OBE)

I remember well Chandra's interview with us for the post of Assistant 
in the Administration Office of what was, in those days, a relatively 
new charity called the Cadet Vocational Qualifications Organisation 
(CVQO).  Chandra had all the attributes that one would associate 
with ex-servicemen and with a Gurkha soldier in particular.  He was 
smart, intelligent and I could see a great sense of humour lurking 
behind that professional interview face.  In fact the interview went 
on much longer than normal as I found there was so much I wanted 
to talk to Chandra about.  It goes without saying that the other 
candidates were no competition; Chandra sailed through and was 
appointed and so began a very happy association.
	 Right from the start it became abundantly obvious that this, 
clearly, academically minded man with a passion and love for his 
home country Nepal and the people there, was an excellent fit for 
CVQO and we knew immediately that we were lucky to have him.  
He became a professional colleague and friend that so many of us 
valued and I sought his advice frequently.
	 Chandra fitted in extremely quickly and was prepared to get 
fully immersed in any job he was given.  He very quickly realised 
that there were better, more efficient ways of meeting the demands 
of the charity and, with a skill that came readily to him, was able to 
make it seem like the changes he suggested and implemented weren't 
just his idea but, rather, a group initiative.  He quickly recognised 
that, as CVQO was expanding, we needed to work more regionally 
and set about organising the administrative part of the office in a 
much more user friendly way.  

15
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	 Chandra was the embodiment of efficiency, and the feedback 
we received from cadet units recognised the massive contribution 
that he made to CVQO.  This efficiency soon led to his promotion 
to Team Leader. His first departmental promotion as a manager was 
being responsible for overseeing the cadet Level 2 assessments.  
He allocated marking and helped moderate the standards.  He was 
always looking to see if he could find ways to overturn any decisions 
in favour of the learner.  He never cut corners but always used his 
vast experience to the benefit of the learner. In later years he took 
responsibility for the administration and assessment of CVQO's 
adult professional recognition awards, in particular those with the 
City and Guilds (C & G).  He became a valued mentor and through 
his own initiative mentored a number of ex-Gurkha soldiers through 
their Level 4 to Level 7 (masters equivalent) C & G in Leadership 
and Management. The care and understanding he took belied a very 
scholarly approach which enriched all those who were lucky enough 
to have him as their mentor or assessor.  It is a huge testament to his 
abilities that someone who started in a clerical position rose to such 
a level and we sorely miss that expertise.
	 As a manager he was able to pass on his knowledge and 
experience to other members of the department along with new 
members of the team. Very quickly, Chandra became known as the 
'go-to' man if one wanted a job done properly. 
	 However, Chandra, of course, was not just a workaholic - 
he was also extraordinarily proud of his Nepali heritage and kindly 
introduced a Gurkha food experience for the whole office. The first 
time Chandra did this, the whole ground floor of the CVQO building 
turned in to a little part of Nepal and what a feast we had! There 
were curries and other wonderful spicy delicacies, different types 
of rice and various flatbreads, all laid out in the most tempting and 
delicious manner.  We thought that there was no way that we were 
going to eat it all, but we absolutely did finish it! So started one 
of CVQO's favourite traditions and one that still happens now - 
every so often, on a Friday, we have a cultural experience with an 
opportunity the get to know more about a country, its food and its 
culture, a wonderful tradition started by Chandra.
	 As I mentioned earlier, Chandra was prepared to do anything 
and at our annual Graduation Ceremony. With his local knowledge 
of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, he came in to his own 
– he very quickly became trusted to escort our most senior visitors 
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and guests  around the college and, when requested, the grounds 
too. Like a good ex-soldier, weather did not bother him and he could 
always be relied upon as a very safe pair of hands with the common 
sense to sort out any problems on the spot.  Many a VIPs commented 
on Chandra's professionalism and willingness to go that extra mile.
	 We, as an educational charity, were particularly proud of 
Chandra's academic achievements – none more so than when he was 
made a 'Professor' at Nepal Open University.  This is no mean feat 
for anybody but to be able to write academic papers in your second 
language just makes it even more impressive. In fact, this recognition 
of Chandra's academic skills encouraged younger members of his 
department to further their own education and this will always be a 
legacy to Chandra.
	 On numerous occasions he would, very modestly, ask me 
to proof read some of his work and I hardly ever had to make any 
suggestions on punctuation, grammar or English.  What was very 
clear to me was the intelligence of Chandra and it certainly made 
me realise how lucky we were to have such a person working in our 
Administrative Department. 
	 Sadly, and inevitably, the department at CVQO that Chandra 
had helped build was not going to be enough to hold him forever and 
it was, therefore, no surprise to me when he came to tell me that he 
had accepted a job working with Nepali Government in Nepal.  I 
knew there was nothing I would be able to do to persuade him to 
stay but I did try as he was too good a man to lose without a fight.
	 His farewell speech to the team is one that we shall 
remember for a long time – it was wonderfully balanced between 
his clear pride in what he had achieved at CVQO and his excited 
anticipation of his new role, intermingled with his stories and great 
humour.
	 The incredibly sad news of Chandra's most untimely death 
during Covid shook the organisation but his legacy lives on.  We will 
remember a fun, loyal, hardworking and genuine person but, above, 
all we will always remember a true gentleman.

**
Guy Horridge, OBE, is the Chief Executive at the UK-based educational charity, 
Cadet Vocational Qualification Organisation (CVQO). 
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In memoriam, Chandra Laksamba, 
1961–2021

Prof. David N. Gellner

I first met Chandra in – I think it was – 2007. Two carloads of 
Nepalis drove from Reading to Oxford to come and discuss possible 
collaboration in the survey of all Nepalis in the UK that they were 
currently undertaking in the hope of persuading the Office of 
National Statistics to adopt 'Nepali' as one of the possible ethnic 
choices in the upcoming 2011 census. The story of the huge amount 
of voluntary work involved in doing that survey, cajoling and 
cooperating with community leaders up and down the UK, is told 
in K.P. Adhikari and C.K. Laksamba (2018), 'Counting Ourselves: 
CNSUK's 2008 Survey of Nepalis in the UK' in D.N. Gellner & S.L. 
Hausner (eds) Global Nepalis: Religion, Culture, and Community 
in a New and Old Diaspora (Delhi: OUP), pp. 303–31. Much of 
the credit for mobilizing community support for that project goes to 
Chandra, with his unrivalled people skills and his position as an ex-
Gurkha.	On that day in Oxford was Govinda Dahal, as was Lokendra 
Dhakal. I knew Chandra was coming as well. It so happened that 
my PhD student, Ian Fitzpatrick, was just back from fieldwork in 
the Taplejung village of Mamangkhe, which he had been advised 
to study as 'the most traditional Limbu village' by the Yakthung 
Chumlung in Kathmandu. (Four years later Ian published his thesis 
as Cardamom and Class: A Limbu Village and its Extensions in East 
Nepal, Vajra Publications.) I knew Ian was good at languages, but I 
had no idea how much, if any, Limbu he had picked up. I called him 
over to my office at 51 Banbury Road and when the Nepalis arrived, 

16
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everyone squashed into my office, then up under the eaves of the 
building, books piled everywhere. I put Chandra and Ian together 
and more or less instructed them to start speaking in Limbu. I am 
glad to say that Ian passed the test with flying colours. Then we all 
went for lunch in Wolfson College.
	 It wasn't possible to jump in with financial help for CNSUK 
immediately. But that meeting was none the less the beginning of 
a long and fruitful collaboration. There were discussions about 
the survey questions, especially in connection with religion, and 
further consultations that eventually led to the AHRC-ESRC-funded 
Vernacular Religion project, 2019–2012 (www.anthro.ox.ac.uk/ 
vernacular-religion). 
	 Chandra had a special gift for friendship. He had networks of 
friends everywhere and in every possible combination – in politics, 
in the Gurkhas, in education and academia, and of course from his 
own clan and lineage. His contacts and ability to mix with everyone 
were crucial for the success of CNSUK (even if initially there were 
rumours about his political attachments). Chandra's networks were 
crucial also for the success of the Vernacular Religion project.
	 He came late to the Gurkhas and had always been committed 
to education, so it was perhaps inevitable that he would, on leaving 
the military, and unlike the typical destination of the ex-Gurkha, take 
up a PhD. Appropriately enough, the subject he chose was lifelong 
learning, something he both advocated and encouraged others to 
study, and embodied in himself. 
	 Chandra was proud of his sons and very clearly doted on his 
grandchildren. But it would have been completely out of character 
for him to sink into relative inactivity in Frimley as he got older, 
doing nothing but spend time with his family. He was determined 
to make a difference back in Nepal. He threw himself into charity 
work, raising money for a hospital in his home district. He decided 
that, unlike so many migrants who only talk about moving back to 
the home country (the so-called 'myth of return'), he would actually 
do it. He got involved both in the Nepal's Open University and in 
Lumbini University. It was on behalf of the Open University that 
he contacted me to have a look at their proposed new anthropology 
syllabus and he was phoning me about it from his hospital bed, just a 
week before he died, confident that he would soon be out and about. 
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	 Chandra was determined to use his education to understand 
and change the position of migrants like himself. He was the driving 
force behind the CNSUK publication on the Gurkha pension issue 
(C. Laksamba, K.P. Adhikari, L.P. Dhakal, & D.N. Gellner, 2013, 
British Gurkha Pension Policies and Ex-Gurkha Campaigns: A 
Review, Reading: Centre for Nepal Studies UK). My name ended 
up on the cover of the book, just for doing quite a lot of editing of 
the English, as well as trying to smooth out the more provocative 
language. It is probably my most downloaded and sought-after 
publication! Yet despite his passionately held opinions, Chandra 
could also be very analytical, in distinguishing different types and 
generations of Gurkha soldiers.
	 Chandra was also fascinated by the phenomenon of social 
mobility, the way Nepalis from a peasant background could, in 
the UK and within one generation, become middle-class property 
owners and businessmen, aspiring to send their children to good 
British universities.
	 Chandra's attitude to religion was ecumenical and pluralist, 
while holding firm to Kirati tradition for births and deaths. He 
described this typically Nepali approach very well, so well that twice 
– in two different articles -- we quoted his words from a video made 
for the 'Nepali Connections' exhibition at the Surrey Heath Museum 
in 2012. “Directly or indirectly," he said, “I practise three religions. 
But we are not very hardcore fundamentalist kind of thing. When I 
was in the army, we used to go to church. We celebrate Christmas as 
well. We Gorkhas celebrate all." And he laughed.
	 From time to time Chandra would send me a message to see 
if I was free that evening, then he would phone up for a long chat 
and fill me in on the latest gossip about the NRN movement in the 
UK, about the Yakthung Chumlung, the Oxford Nepali community, 
Limbu religion and the politics of prophecy and sacrifice, and so 
much more. I miss those conversations very much and my heart goes 
out to the bereaved family. 

**
Prof. David N. Gellner is Professor of Social Anthropology and a Fellow of All 
Souls College at the University of Oxford. He is the Principal Investigator of the 
British Academy-funded project 'The Dalit Search for Dignity: State, Society, and 
Mobilisation from Below in Nepal' [HDV190020]. He is also an advisor of the 
CNSUK.
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rGb| nS;Dafsf] hLjgult

k|f= cle ;'j]bL

of] 5f]6f] n]v 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] ;Demgfdf n]lvPsf] xf] . s]xL n]v pgL 
hLljt / hLjGt ePs} a]nf n]v]F / slt pgsf] hLjgkl5 n]v]F . tL ;a} clxn] 
;+:d/0f ePsf 5g\ . klxnf slxNo} glrg]sf JolQmnfO{ g]kfnaflx/ cyjf 
a]nfotdf e]6\g' clg ltgsf sd{ / hLjgsf] ljifodf n]Vg', s]xL k6s pgL 
g]kfndf cfPsf] a]nf e]6\g' clg pgsf sfd / ljrf/sf] k|z+;f ubf{ub}{ pgsf] 
'cf]lar'c/L' n]Vg' d]/f] lglDt Pp6f ;dosf] a]u;Fu rNg' h:t} ePsf] 5 . 
Tof] ;dosf] a]u pgs} hLjgsf] lyof], pgs} k|of]uzLn / ultzLn :jefjn] 
ag]sf] lyof] . of] n]vdf d rGb| nS;Daf;Fu e]6]sf], pgL;Fu k|efljt ePsf] 
clg pgsf] ljifodf zf]s u/]sf] oxL ;fgf] syf n]Vb}5' . ;du|df of] rGb| 
nS;Dafsf] Pp6f ultzLn hLjgsf] syf xf] . pgsf ldq / ;xsdL{x¿n] 
pgLdfly cg]sf}F lsl;dsf n]v n]v]sf 5g\ . h:n] pgL;Fu jiff}{F ;xsfo{ u/], 
h:n] pgsf lrGtfsf k|s[lt / pgsf cfutsf sNkgfdfly ljrf/ / lrGtf u/] 
tL ;a}sf n]vx¿sf] ;Fufnf]df d]/f s]xL zJbx¿ klg sxLF /flvg] 5g\ eGg] 
sNkgf ub}{5' . d}n] cg'e"t u/]sf 36gf / ltgsf] ljutleq pgs} j0f{gåf/f 
k;]sf] clg pgs} kl/sNkgfsf] cfutsf] ljifodf klg ;f]lra;]sf] s'/f tnsf 
cg'R5]bdf n]v]sf] 5' . 

	 ;Ghf]usf] ;fgf] ;Gbe{ n]V5' lsgls of] d}n] rGb| nS;Daf efO;Fu 
e]6]sf] s'/f;Fu hf]l8Psf] 5 . g]kfn a]nfot–g]kfn k|1f kl/ifb -la|6]g 
Ps]8]lds sfplG;n_ sf] ;g\ @)!% sf] gf]e]Da/ bf];|f] xKtflt/ Pp6f k|jrg 
ug{ dnfO{ lgDtf] cfPsf] ;Gbe{df nG8g uPsf] lyPF . To;sf] lglDt :s'n 

!&
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ckm cf]/]G6n P08 clk|msg :6l8h -;f]cf;_ df gf]e]Da/ !@ sf] lbg d}n] 
ljZj]Zj/k|;fb sf]O/fnfsf n]vdf ;flxTo, /fhgLlt / Oltxf;sf] cgf}7f] 
;+udsf] ljifodf Pp6f k|jrg u/]F . Tof] k|jrgkl5 cg]sf}F 5nkmn eP . Tof] 
5nkmndf efu lng] Ps hgf JolQm rGb| nS;Daf klg /x]5g\ . kl5 kl/lrt 
ePkl5 ;Demgf u¥of}F} . /fhgLlts lrGtg s;/L ;flxTo;Fu hf]l8G5 / To:tf] 
;DaGwsf cfofd s:tf x'G5g\ eGg] ljifo pgn] p7fPsf lyP . dnfO{ To;kl5 
klg pgL;Fu of] ljifodf 5nkmn ug]{ cj;/ ldNof] . kl5 d;Fu pgn] lnPsf] 
kmfg{a|f]sf] Pp6f /]l8of] cGtjf{tf{df ;d]t rGb| nS;Dafn] of] s'/f bf]xf]¥ofPsf 
lyP . d]/f] sfo{qmd cfof]hs ;fyLx¿n] cg]sf}F 7fpFdf /fv]sf lyP . nfU5 
8]le8 u]Ng/n] oL sfo{qmdx¿ ldnfPsf lyP . gf]e]Da/ !& df pgn] cS;kmf]8{ 
ljZjljBfnodf klg d]/f] g]kfnL /ª\ud~rsf] kl/jt{gzLn ult ljifodf k|:t'lt 
/fv]sf lyP . Tof] eGbf klxnf cyjf !$ gfe]Da/ @)!% sf] lbg ;]G6/ km/ 
g]kfn :6l8h\ o's]n] kmfg{a|f]df :yfg / ;dosf] b"/Tjaf6 hlGdg] l8of:kf]/f 
r]tgf ljifodf Pp6f k|jrg /fv]sf] lyof] . Tof] rGb| nS;Daf / ;fyLx¿n] 
cfof]hgf u/]sf lyP . To;df ePsf 5nkmnn] dnfO{ w]/} s'/fdf lrGtgzLn 
agfPsf] lyof] . 

	 dnfO{ lng rGb| nS;Daf kmfg{a|f] /]n :6];gdf sf/ lnP/ pgsL 
>LdtL sNkgf;Fu cfPsf lyP . dfOsn x6;Fu 5'6]kl5 d rGb| nS;Daf;Fu} 
uPF . rGb| nS;Dafsf] ljifodf dnfO{ s]xL yfxf lyPg . pgn] eGb}hfFbf / d]/f 
k|Zgsf pQ/ lbFb}hfFbf dnfO{ pgsf] ljifodf s'/fx¿ yfxf x'Fb} uP . nS;Daf 
la|l6z uf]vf{ ;}lgs ;]jfaf6 cjsfz ePsf JolQm lyP . pd]/ w]/} geO{ 
cjsfz x'g] cj:yf x'Fbf]/x]5 la|l6z uf]vf{df . rGb|n] cfˆgf] syf dnfO{ 
la:tf/} eGb} uP . Tof] Pp6f ultzLn hLjgL k9]h:tf] cyjf Pp6f la|l6z 
uf]vf{sf] syf k9]h:tf] nfUYof] . dnfO{ pgn] ;'gfpg' kg]{ lgs} ljifo 5g\ / tL 
pgsf] hLjg;Fu ;DalGwt 5g\ h:tf] u/]/ pgn] dnfO{ ;'gfpFb} uP . ef]lnkN6 
pgn] dnfO{ cfk"m k9]sf] / ljBfjfl/lw xfl;n u/]sf] ;/] ljZjljBfno kl/;/ 
klg 3'dfpg nu] . ;Dej eP pgsf ;'k/efOh/;Fu klg e]6fpg] pgsf] of]hgf 
lyof] . ldn]g . 

	 pgLx¿n] dnfO{ cfˆgf]] 3/ lnP/ uP . ;x/sf] clns v'nf 7fpFdf 
Pp6f lrl6Ss k/]sf] 3/ kl/j]zleq k:tf dnfO{ cfgGb nfUof] . ltxf/sf] 
a]nf lyof] . d ToxL rf8sf] kl/j]zdf ;xefuL ePF . rGb| nS;Daf efOsf b'O{ 
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efO 5f]/f / a'xf/L;Fu kl/ro eof] . d}n] klxn] s;/L xf] lrg]sL pgsL h]7L 
;f;";Fu klg e]6 eof] . clg d}n] af]n]sf] g]kfnLdf  lnDa" nah cfpF5 eGg] 
s'/f ToxfF ;a}n] eGbf /dfOnf] ePsf] lyof] . ltxf/ t'ª\jf vfP/ dgfof}F . rGb| 
nS;Dafn] dnfO{ e]6\g Ps hgf efOnfO{ af]nfPsf lyP . tL la|l6z uf]vf{sf 
d]h/ efOn] cfk"mn] sfd ug]{ la|u]8\ uf]vf{df nu]/ w]/} s'/fsf hfgsf/L u/fP . 
tL cf]k]/fb]lv lrqsnf / ;flxTosf s'/f ug]{ ;"o{ /fO{ g]kfnL ;flxTosf klg 
cWo]tf x'g\ . Ps dlxgfcl3 pgL sf7df8f}F cfPsf a]nf pgn] / d}n] rGb| 
nS;Dafsf] l;h{gzLn dgsf] ljifodf s'/f u¥of}F}+ . 

	 rGb|n] cfk"m ;+nUg eP/ cWoog u/]sf syf ;'gfP . cS;kmf]8{df zf]w 
tyf k|fWofkg ug]{ clg pt} la|6]gsf] /]l8ªdf a:g] 8f= s[i0f clwsf/L / nf]s]Gb| 
9sfnn] g]kfnLx¿dfly u/]sf cWoog / ;e]{af6 k|fKt glthfx¿ ;'gfP . pgn] 
dnfO{ lbPsf k|sfzgdf æ;+o'Qm clw/fHodf g]kfnLÆ eGg] s[i0f clwsf/Ln] 
;Dkfbg u/]sf] Pp6f lstfa lyof] . oL cWo]tfx¿n] æ;+o'Qm clw/fHodf 
g]kfn cWoog s]Gb|Æ eGg] ;+:yf vf]n]sf /x]5g\ . of] lstfa pgLx¿n] g} 
5fk]sf /x]5g\ . of] lstfa k9]kl5 dnfO{ Tof] e]sdf a;]sf g]kfnLx¿sf] ynf] 
b]Vg dg nfUof] . ;'?df g} of] lstfasf] kl/rosf] l;nl;nfdf k|fWofks ;"o{ 
;'j]bLn] n]v]sf] s'/faf6 emg\ gofF s'/f yfxf kfPF . k|fWofks ;'j]bLn] eg]sf 
5g\, a]nfotL ;/sf/n] uf]/vfnLnfO{ a;f]af; ug{ lbPsf] s'/fnfO{ la|l6z 
gful/sx¿n] ;sf/fTds¿kdf lnPsf 5g\ . clg lstfasf] csf]{ dxŒjk"0f{ 
kIf eg]sf] ToxfF a:g] g]kfnLx¿sf] ;kmntfsf] syf xf] . lzIffb]lv Jofkf/ 
/ hLjgsf x/]s If]qdf of] b]zdf g]kfnLx¿n] kfPsf ;kmntfsf syf k9\bf 
dnfO{ gofF s'/f yfxfePsf] cg'e"lt eof] . la|6]gdf g]kfnL sfdbf/ dfq eP/ 
cfpF5g\ eGg] syfsf] of] cWoog k9]kl5 / rGb| nS;Daf / c¿ ljåfgx¿;Fu 
s'/f u/]kl5 ljlgdf{0f ePsf] cg'ej u/]+ . of] b]zdf la|l6z uf]vf{n] cfk"mn] 
a:g kfpg] xs lnP . To;kl5 ltgsf kl/jf/x¿ ToxfF a:g uPsf 5g\ h:df 
j[4hgx¿ klg 5g\ . tL cfˆgf]] hLjg s;/L rnfO/x]5g\ eGg] s'/faf/] rGb| 
nS;Dafn] dnfO{ ;'gfP . d}n] Pp6f n]v Tof] a]nf sflGtk'/ b}lgsdf k|sflzt 
u/]+ . To;af6 tnsf] Pp6f cg'R5]b /fVg rfxG5' M

rGb| nS;Dafn] dnfO{ cN8/;6\ eGg] 6fpg Onfsfdf nu] . g]kfnL 
sfg]6f]kL nfPsf, n'ufkmf6fx¿ p:t} lsl;dn] klx/]sf g]kfnLx¿ 
oqtq b]v]/ rlst ePF . Pp6f k"/} 6fpg cd"s g]kfnL ahf/h:tf] . 
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3/sf z}nL cª\/]hL clg ltgsf ;fOgaf]8{ g]kfnL / cª\/]hLdf 
/f]bL3/b]lv c¿ cg]sf}+ gfd af]s]/ cufl8 b]Vbf d cª\/]hL ;flxTodf 
j0f{g ul/Psf tL kl/j]zdf cfk\mg" g]kfn al;/x]sf] b]v]/ rlst k/]sf] 
dg'jf l;w} af]Ng uPF . kfoG6 / sf]6 nfP/ 7;\7;\ lar ;8sdf 
lxF8\b} u/]sf eLdsfo g]kfnL dlxnfb]lv lr;f] wkfpg xft k'mk'm ub}{ 
uf]7 lxF8]h;/L nDs]sf g]kfnL b]Vbf logsf oxfF 3/ 5g\ eGg] s'/fdf 
dnfO{ k"/f ljZjf; eof] . rGb|n] eg] oxfF cfpg] g]kfnL æOsf]gf]lds 
dfOu|G6,Æ z/0ffyL{ xf]Ogg\, oxfF, /]l8ª\ / c¿ ynf]df a:g] cg]sf}F 
g]kfnLn] g]kfnaf6 k};f NofP/ 3/ lsg]sf 5g\ . d]/f eflgh dbg 
k|;fO{+n] /]l8ª\df 3/ lsGg ptf hUuf a]r]/ k};f NofPsf] em6\6 ;Dem]F . 
Ps hgf ;'g Jofkf/L efOsf] k;ndf k:ofF}+ . klxn] tL kf]v/fsf 
/x]5g\ . ltgn] æcle;/;Fu kmf]6f] lvR5'Æ eg]sf] ;'Gbf rlst k/F]+ . 
ltgsf xf]gxf/ k'q ev{/} lat]sf /x]5g\ . ltg;Fu rGb|efO / d klg 
df}g a;]/ ;Fu} /f]of}F . csf]{ k;ndf Pp6L lnDa" gfgL xhfd sfd ub}{ 
/lx5g\ . d}n] lnDa"df gfd ;f]w]kl5 tL em:s]/ skfn sf6]sf] 5f]8]/ 
emG8} lrof lng bf}8]sL lyOg\ . -d+l;/ !$ @)&@_ . 

	  of] 5f]6f] n]vdf w]/} s'/f n]Vg] 7fpF 5}g . rGb| nS;Daf efOsf] Pp6f 
;+:d/0fdf n]lvPsf oL s]xL zAbx¿ x'g\ . rGb| nS;Dafsf] hLjg Pp6f ult 
eP/ rln/x]sf] va/ d yfxf kfpFy]F . tL sf7df8fF}df cfP5g\ clg dnfO{ kmf]g 
u/]kl5 lxdfnog hfef skmL xfp;df xfd|f] e]6 ePsf] lyof] . rGb| nS;Dafn] 
æca d}n] ptfsf] a;fO ;s]/ ot} cfpg] ljrf/ u/]sf] 5', ;/Æ eGbf d 5Ss 
k/]sf] lyPF . t/ nfUof] oL :jfledfgL dflg; x'g\ . tfKn]h'ª\sf] ynf]df pgn] 
cfk"mn] sfd ul//x]sf s'/f klg pgn] dnfO{ ;'gfPsf lyP . pgL g]kfnsf] 
cf]kg o'lgel;{6Ldf sfd ug{ yfn]sf /x]5g\ . dnfO{ Tof] o'lgel;{6Lsf l8g 
d]/f k"j{ ljBfyL{ 8f= /fdrGb| kf}8]nn] eg]sf lyP . kl5 e]6]/ rGb| nS;Daf 
efOn] klg eg] . d]/f] s]xL ;xeflutf x'g;SYof] ls cgnfOg k7gkf7gsf] 
l;nl;nfdf eg]/ pgn] dnfO{ ;f]w]sf lyP . t/ To;kl5 xfd|f] e]6 ePg . kl5 
cs:dft ;'g] rGb| nS;Daf efO cfkmgf kl/jf/ >LdtL / 5f]/fa'xf/L e]6\g 
a]nfot uPsf lyP . ToxLF pgnfO{ sf]le8 ;ª\qmd0f eof] h:sf] sf/0fn] oL 
dxfg sd{zLn, w]/}sf lk|o / w]/} ;'Gb/ ljrf/ / of]hgf ePsf rGb| nS;Daf 
efOsf] hgj/L @^, @)@! sf] lbg c:ktfndf lgwg eof] . Pp6f ult / 
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uGTfJosf] b[li6 ePsf clg ljutsf] Oltxf; / eljtfsf of]hgfsf k'~h oL 
efOsf] lgwgsf] va/n] cToGt zf]sfs'n ePF . clxn] klg To;af6 lg:s]sf] 
5}g . hgj/L #), @)@! sf] b sf7df8f}F kf]:6df pgsf] Pp6f cf]lar'c/L 
n]v]F . To;df Oltxf; / PDg]l;of cyjf lj:d[ltsf] s'/f n]v]F . of] ljifo 
rGb| nS;Daf;Fu d}n] 5nkmn klg u/]sf] lyPF . pgn] klg la|l6z uf]vf{sf] 
Oltxf;df PDg]l;of Pp6f 7'nf] ;Df:of / s;}sf] lglDt Pp6f of]hgf xf] eGg] 
s'/f u/]sf lyPF . clxn]nfO{ olQ g} n]v]/ 8f= rGb| nS;Daf efOnfO{ ulx/f] 
;Demgf;lxtsf] >4f~hln ck{0f u5'{ . 

;]K6]Da/ @)@@ .

ii

dl08vf6f/, sf7df8f}F lgjf;L 8f= cle ;'j]bL lqe'jg ljZjljBfno, sf7df8f}Fsf 
;]jflgj[Q k|fWofks x'g'x'G5 . g]kfnL / cª\u|]hL b'j} efiffdf lg/Gt/ snd rnfpg] k|f]km;/ 
;'j]bL slj, gf6ssf/, :tDesf/, cg'jfbs, ;dLIfs x'g'x'G5 .
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c:tfPsf gIfq M 8f= rGb| nS;Daf

k|f= u0f]z dfg u'?ª

Sns{b]lv 8fS6/;Dd 

tfKn]h'ª lhNnfsf] l;s}+rfdf lj=;+= @)!& ;fn kmfu'g dlxgfsf] * ut] 
hGdg'ePsf rGb|s'df/ nS;DafnfO{ g]kfnLx¿sf nflu Pp6f pbfx/0fLo, 
ax'cfoflds JolQmTjsf] ¿kdf u0fgf ug{ ;lsG5 eGg] s'/fdf b'O{dt x'g] 
b]lVbgF . o:tf] k|ltefzfnL JolQmsf] hLjgLaf6 xfdL ;a}nfO{ s]xL l;Sg] 
cj;/ k|fKt ePsf] cg'ej u/]sf] 5' . g]kfnsf] ;Gbe{df nfx'/] x'g x'?Ss x'g] 
;d'bfoleq u'?ª, du/, /fO{ / lnDa" kb{5g\ / lnDa" kl/jf/df x's{g'ePsf rGb| 
nS;Dafn] ljBfjfl/lw u/L 8fS6/ x'G5' eg]/ slxNo} ;f]r]sf lyPgg\ xf]nf . 
t/ cfˆgf] ;d'bfo leqsf ;'lsnf] d'lsnf] nfx'/]x¿ b]Vbf slxn] stf dgdf 
nfx'/] x'g] sNkgf;Dd cfPsf] xf] ls elg cGbfh ug{ ;lsPnf . ;fg} pd]/b]lv 
pxfF ljBfno hfg] qmddf tfKn]h'ªsf] efg' dfWolds ljBfnoaf6 P;Pn;L 
pQL0f{ ePkl5 sf7df8f}Fsf] cToGt gfd rn]sf] / z}lIfs u'0f:t/sf] lx;fan] 
pRr :yfg kfPsf] c:sn SofDk; -cd[t ;fOG; SofDk;_ df cfO{P:;L 
k/LIff ;kmntfk"j{s k"/f ug{'eof] . z}lIfs u'0f:t/sf] lx;fan] c:sn s'g} 
a]nf Pp6f gd'gf SofDk;sf] ¿kdf kl/lrt x'Fb} Pp6f a]Un} klxrfg lnP/ k|:t't 
ePsf] Oltxf; 5 . To;}n] o; SofDk;df cWoog u/]sf w]/} ljBfyL{x¿ b]zsf] 
ljleGg lgsfodf pRr kb u|x0f u/L b]zsf] ;]jf ub}{ u/]sf] b]Vg kfOG5 .  

	 c:snsf] ljBfyL{ /fhgLlt rsf]{ lyof] / b]zdf x'g] e|i6frf/, 
cGofo, cTofrf/ lj?4 n8\g] Pp6f alnof] zlQm klg lyof] . pQm c:sn 
SofDk;df cWoog/t x'Fbf ljBfyL{ hutdf pxfF slt nf]slk|o x'g' x'Fbf]/x]5 

!*
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eg] pQm SofDk;sf] ljBfyL{ /fhgLltsf] g]t[Tj g]kfn ljBfyL{ ;+3 -g]lj;+3_n] 
lng] u/]sf] Oltxf; eP klg pxfFn] Tof] la/f;t tf]8]/ clvnsf] pDd]bjf/ 
eO lgjf{rgdf le8\g'eof] / cWoIf kbdf lgjf{lrt x'g'ePsf] lx;fan] pxfFsf] 
/fhgLltdf klg /fd|f] eljio aGg] lyof] eGg] cg'dfg ug{ ;lsG5 . t/ kfl/jfl/s 
kl/j]z / cfˆgf ;fyLefOsf] ;Futn] dflg;sf] hLjgdf lgSs} k|efj kb{5 eGg] 
s'/f ;dfhzf:qLo ljifoj:t'leq kb{5 . 

	 o;/L x]bf{ ;fFRrL g} rGb| nS;Daf klg la|l6z ;]gfleq ;g\ !(*$ 
df k|j]z ug{'eof] t/ Pp6f lj1fg ljifosf] ljBfyL{nfO{ aGb's v]nfpg hfg' 
plrt lyPg xf]nf / pxfF ;'?df Sns{sf] kbdf 5flgg' ePcg';f/ cfˆgf] 
sfddf h'6\g'eof] . t/ pxfF cToGt ldlxg]tL, x]bf{ pxfFh:tf] xFl;nf] cg'xf/ / 
lqmofzLn l76f] b]v]kl5 uf]/f ;fx]a k|efljt eP/ g} pxfFnfO{ ljleGg sf]0fn] 
vf;u/L ;]gfsf] clws[t eO sfd ug{ ;Sg] Ifdtf b]v]/ Sns{af6 OGˆofG6«Lsf] 
¿kdf & hLcf/df nluPsf] /x]5 . pxfFn] !( jif{;Dd la|l6z ;]gfdf ;]jf 
u/]kl5 ;g\ @))# df ;]jfaf6 cjsfz lng' ePkZrft pxfFn] a]nfotsf] 
;/] o'lgel;{6Laf6 ;g\ @))% df æg]kfndf hLjg ko{Gt l;sfO{Æ ljifodf 
ljBfjfl/lw ug{'ePsf] lyof] . t/ ;}lgs ;]jfdf x'Fbf g} ;do ldnfP/ pxfFn] 
;f]xL ljZjljBfnoaf6 klxn] g} PdkmLn ug{'ePsf] /x]5 . 

k|fl1s g]tf

pxfFsf s[ltx¿ x]bf{ pxfF n]vk9 cyf{t k|fl1s If]qdf r'n{'Dd 8'a]sf] b]v]sf] 
5' . cyf{t\ z}lIfs If]qdf /dfO /x]sf] b]lvG5 . o;sf] k|ToIf k|df0f xf] ls 
pxfF a]nfotdf /xFbf klg ;]G6/ km/ g]kfn :6l8h -;LPgP;_ o's]df sfo{sf/L 
lgb]{zs e} ;kmntfk"j{s lhDd]jf/L lgjf{x ug{'eof] . o;/L g} ljZjs} Ps 
k|ltli7t z}lIfs ;+:yf–cS;kmf]8{ ljZjljBfnodf l/;r{ km]nf] eP/ sfd 
ug{'eof] h'g hLjgsf] Ps dxŒjk"0f{ cWofo xf] . pxfFsf y'k|} cg';GwfgfTds 
s[ltx¿ b]Vg kfOG5 h;dWo] kf]ln;L P08 k|flS6; ckm nfOkmnª nlg{ª 
Og g]kfn M c ;f]l;of]kf]lnl6sn :68L / uf]vf{ k]G;g ;DaGwL k':ts clt 
dxŒjk"0f{ 5g\ .

	 k7gkf7gsf] :jfb dg k/fpg] 8f= nS;Daf ;g\ @)!* b]lv 
g]kfn v'Nnf ljZjljBfnodf k9fpg nfUg' dfq geO PdkmLn / kLPr8Lsf 
ljBfyL{x¿sf] zf]w lgb]{zs eP/ lhDd]jf/L lgjf{x ug{'eof] . ;dfhzf:q 
ljifosf] kf7\oqmd lgdf{0f ug{ nfUg'eof] . o;} u/]/ uf]vf{ EjfO;sf] ;+:yfks 
;Dkfbs eP/ sfd ug{' eof] .
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;fdflhs cleoGtf 

Pp6f ;dfhzf:qL eg]sf] g} ;fdflhs k|f0fL xf] / c¿ s;}nfO{ klg ;fdflhs 
agfpg ;dfhzf:qLx¿sf nflu ufx|f] gePsf] pbfx/0fLo JolQm x'g'x'G5, 
8f= rGb| nS;Daf . ljleGg ;+3–;+:yfdf ePsf] pxfFsf] ;+nUgtf ;fdfGo 
;xeflutf dfq ge} g]t[TjbfoL e"ldsf x'g' dggof]Uo /x]sf] 5 . uf]vf{ k]G;g/x¿ 
nfdf] ;dob]lv cfkm"x¿dfly ePsf] lje]bsf] n8fO{df pxfFn] la|l6z uf]vf{ 
lgj[lQe/0f;DaGwL gLltx¿ / e"tk"j{ uf]vf{ cleofg M Ps ;ldIff -@)!$, 
@)!(_ df of]ubfg lbg'ePsf] lyof] / uf]vf{ cfGbf]ngdf ;d]t 7'nf] ;xof]u 
lbg'ePsf] lyof] . o;/L g} u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL ;+3 o's]df pkfWoIf / ls/fFt 
ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf] ;Nnfxsf/ eP/ cfˆgf] ;dfhk|lt u'0f nufpg'ePsf] 
b]lvG5 . cem /dfOnf] / dxŒjk"0f{ sfd eg]s} ;g\ @)!& df a]nfotL ;/sf/n] 
u7g u/]sf] g]kfn ;/sf/, a]nfot ;/sf/ / uf]vf{ ;lDdlnt lqkIfLo k|fljlws 
;ldltdf lj1 eP/ sfd ug{'eof] . of] ;a}sf nfuL dxŒjk"0f{ If0f xf] eGg] 
nfUb5 . ljb]zdf a;]/ cfˆgf] ufpF3/sf] ;Demgf ug]{ JolQmTj 8f= nS;Dafn] 
cfˆgf] hGdynf] tfKn]h'ª ;dfh a]nfotsf] cWoIf eP/ lhDd]jf/L axg ug{ 
;kmn x'g'eof] . 

d]/f] cg'ej 

d]/f] pxfF;Fu k|ToIf e]6 ePsf] lyPg t/ pxfFsf] af/df y'k|} s'/f ;'g]sf] lyPF . 
;do kl/l:yltsf] v]n SofK6]g 6]s axfb'/ u'?ª / a}gL /]Zdf u'?ªsf] 5f]/L 
of]hgf u'?ª efGhL pxfFsf] a'xf/L aGg k'u]kl5 pxfF gft]bf/L kl/efiffdf kg{'ePsf] 
x'Fbf cem d glhlsPF / a9L rf;f] lng yfn]F . d]/f] cfˆgf] 5f]/L, 5f]/f, a'xf/L 
/ gflt gfltgLx¿ e]6\g a]nfot uPsf] a]nf pxfFsf] ;DwL SofK6]g 6]s axfb'/ 
u'?ª / ;lDwgL /]Zdf u'?ª / efGhL of]hgfsf] sf/0fn] lrlgg k'u]sf] lyPF . 
Pslbg ;dfhzf:q / b]zsf] ljsf;af/] 306f}F ukm ug]{ cj;/ kfPsf] lyPF 
vfg] a]nfdf . pxfFsf] hLjgleqsf] ;+3if{ / ;kmntf ;'g]/ d Hofb} k|efljt 
ePsf] lyPF . o;afx]s pxfF klg ;dfhzf:q ljwfsf] x'g'ePsf]n] xfd|f ukmufkm 
cem nlDaP/ uPsf] lyof] -;fob xfd|f] ukm c¿nfO{ a'‰g] / dgkbf]{ gePsf] 
x'g;SbYof]_ . h] eP klg pxfF Ps OdfGbf/, kl/>dL / dxŒjfsfª\IfL JolQm dfq 
ge} ljåfg ePsf] dxz'; eof] . s]xL lbgsf] a;fOFkl5 d cfˆgf 5f]/f 5f]/L / 
gfltgLx¿;Fu labf eP/ xªsª x'Fb} g]kfn kms]{F . 

	 g]kfn kms]{kl5 klg pxfFsf] ;Demgf cfO/xGYof] / To:tf] ljåfg 
JolQmnfO{ /fHon] ;Demg' kg]{, ;Daf]wg ug'{ kg]{ h:tf] nfUbYof] t/ xfd|f] b]z / 
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g]tfx¿ To:tf] cj:yfdf, To:tf] ;f]rdf k'u]sf] h:tf] nfUb}g . oxfF t cfˆgf 
gft]bf/ / j/k/sfnfO{ cj;/ lbg] rng 5 . Ps lbg n'lDagL ljZjljBfnosf 
pks'nklt k|f=8f= Åbo/Tg ah|frfo{Ho"n] n'lDagL ljZjljBfno ;efsf nflu 
;b:ox¿ e/;s ;a} k|b]z / If]qsf] k|ltlglwTj x'g] u/L of]Uo / ;Ifd JolQmx¿ 
/fVg kfP x'GYof] egL d]/f] ;fgf] ;Nnfx dfUg'ePsf] ;Demgf d]/f] dfg;k6ndf 
cem} klg tfhf g} 5 . pks'nkltHo"n] To:tf] JolQmTjx¿sf] gfd lbg cfu|x 
ePkl5 d}n] 8f= nS;Dafsf] cg'dlt lnP/ pxfFsf] gfd k7fPF . of]Uotf, Ifdtf 
/ ;dfj]zLs/0fsf] b[li6sf]0fn] pxfF pko'Qm x'g'xGYof] / pxfF g]kfn ;/sf/af6 
n'lDagL ljZjljBfnosf] l;g]6/df lgo'Qm x'g'eof] . pxfF v';L x'g' 7'nf] s'/f 
ePg t/ Pp6f ;Ifd JolQmsf] plrt d"Nofª\sg ePsf] If0f d]/f] nflu Hofb} 
v';Lsf] ljifo x'g cfof] . v';L o; cy{df nfUof] ls Pp6f b'u{d lhNnf 
tfKn]h'ªsf] Pp6f lnDa" kl/jf/df hGd lnP/ nfx'/] x'Fb} ljBfjfl/lw pkflw 
k|fKt ug{ ;kmn Pp6f ljåfgsf] ;fxl;s / dxŒjfsfª\IfL Pjd\ ;+3if{zLn 
hLjgL x]bf{ hf] sf]xLsf nflu klg k7gLo Pjd\ dggof]Uo x'g]5 . ca Tof] 
;d'bfoaf6 SoflDa|h / cS;kmf]8{ ljZjljBfnodf k|fl1s sfd ug]{ ljåfgsf] 
hGd x'g slt ;do kv{g' knf{ < d ;f]lr/x]sf] x'G5' . Pp6f 7'nf] Iflt ePsf] 
5 l;ª\uf] g]kfnsf nflu . 

	 pxfFn] cfˆgf] b]zdf s]xL u/f}F eGg] c;n dg;fo lnP/ nlntk'/ 
7]rf] sf]nf]gLdf a:b} cfpg'ePsf] eP klg cfˆgf] 3/ kl/jf/ / Oi6ldq e]63f6 
ug]{ p2]Zosf ;fy a]nfot hfg'eof] t/ kms]{/ cfpg kfpg' ePg . ljZjJofkL 
dxfdf/L sf]le8 – !( sf] nIf0f b]lvPkl5 a]nfotsf] lk|mDnL kfs{ c:ktfndf 
egf{ eO{ pkrf/sf] qmddf Åbo3ftaf6 pxfFsf] lgwg ePsf] va/n] dnfO{ Hofb} 
b'lvt agfof] . xfdL ;a}nfO{ %( jif{sf] pd]/df @)&* ;fn df3 !# ut] 5f]8]/ 
hfg'eof] . pxfFsf] pd]/ x]bf{ cem !)÷!@ jif{ sfd ug{ ;Ifd x'g'x'GYof] t/ Tof] 
cj;/ b]z / ;dfhn] u'dfPsf] 5 . s]xL nfUbf] /x]g5 s]jn w}o{tf lng'afx]s . 
o;/L g]kfnL cfsfzaf6 Pp6f gIfq ;bfsf nflu c:tfPsf] 5 . of] cToGt 
b'vb 38L ePsf] 5 . 

cGTodf pxfFsf] cfTdfk|lt >4f ;'dg Û

ii

k|f= u0f]z dfg u'?ª u08sL ljZjljBfnosf s'nklt x'g'x'G5 .
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rGb| nS;Daf, d / g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfno

8f= hLjg v8\sf

8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;DafnfO{ d …bfOÚ eg]/ ;Daf]wg uy]{F . d]/f] e]6 pxfF;Fu 
@)&^ ;fndf ePsf] lyof] . oBlk bfOsf] af/]df g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnosf 
tTsflng pks'nklt k|f= 8f= n]vgfy zdf{, tTsflng 8Lg k|f= 8f= /fdrGb| 
kf}8]n / cGo ;fyLx¿af6 ;'g]sf] lyPF . :ki6 jStf, sfdk|ltsf] ;dk{0f, 
OdfGbfl/tf tyf k|fl1stf pxfFsf ;fdfGo ljz]iftf x'g\ eGg] s'/fn] …bfOÚ k|lt 
d]/f] cufw ;Ddfgk"0f{ cjwf/0ff alg;s]sf] lyof] . d]/f] pxfF;Fu a;]/ sfd 
ug]{ tLj|| OR5f lyof] . pxfF e"tk"j{ lal6«z uf]vf{ ;]gf x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFnfO{ d]/f] 
ljBfnosf] x]8;/ O{dfg l;+x /fO{{sf] k|ltljDasf] ¿kdf b]Vy+F] . pxfF klg e"tk"j{ 
lal6«z uf]vf{ ;]gf x'g'x'GYof] . d d]/f] x]8;/af6 ;fx|} k|efljt lyPF . cfh b'j} 
hgf o; ;+;f/df x'g'x'Gg . d pxfFx¿ b'j} hgfk|lt xflb{s >4f~hln / >4f;'dg 
JoSt ub{5' . nS;Daf bfO;Fusf] d]/f] klxnf] e]6df g} d pxfF;Fu k|efljt 
ePF . pxfFsf] ldhfl;nf]kg, ;Eo k|:t'lt, cfsif{s JolStTj, cfTdljZjf;, 
1fgk|ltsf] df]x cflb d]/f nflu cfsif{0fsf sf/0f lyP . o;}n] dnfO{ pxfF;Fu 
;xsfo{ ug]{ OR5f lyof] . d]/f] of] OR5f g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnon] h'/fO 
lbof] . o;sf nflu ljZjljBfnonfO{ wGojfb 5 . 

	 g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfno @)&# ;fndf :yfkgf eO{ @)&%÷)&^ 
;fnaf6 tLgj6f ;+sfox¿ cGtu{t ljleGg z}lIfs sfo{qmdx¿ ;~rfng 
ul/Psf] lyof] . xfd|f] ;fdflhs zf:q tyf lzIff ;+sfocGtu{t ;fdflhs 
zf:q ;d"xdf ;dfh zf:q, /fhgLlt zf:q / cy{zf:q ljifodf PdkmLn 
txsf sfo{qmdx¿ ;~rflnt lyP . oL sfo{qmdx¿ ;+rfng ug{ sfo{qmd 

!(
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;+of]hs tTsfn cfjZos lyof] . ;fob @)&^ ;fnsf] dWolt/ xf]nf o;af/] 
ljZjljBfnosf kbflwsf/Lx¿;Fu s'/f /fv]F t/ o;af/] nS;Daf bfO;Fu eg] 
s'/f u/]sf] lyOgF . lsgls pxfFnfO{ Adjunct Professor sf] lgo'lStsf nflu 
rrf{ rln/x]sf] lyof] . t/, k|lqmof ldln/x]sf] lyPg / Adjunct Professor 
sf] lgo'lSt gx'~h]n sfo{qmd ;+of]hs eP/ sfd ug{ ;xdt x'g'x'G5 eGg] 
s'/fdf dnfO{ ljZjf; lyof] . o;af/] d}n] ljZjljBfnosf kbflwsf/Lx¿af6 
;sf/fTds hjfkm kfPkl5 nS;Daf bfO;Fu sfo{qmd ;+of]hs eP/ ;xof]u 
ul/lbg cfu|x u/]F . pxfFn] d]/f] cfu|xnfO{ ;xhtfsf ;fy :jLsf/ ug'{eof] . 
;fob Tof] lbg d]/f v';Lsf lbgx¿ dWo] Pp6f lbg lyof] . d}n] Pp6f c;n 
cleefjs kfPsf] lyPF . af}l4s ;Nnfxsf/ kfPsf] lyPF . d]/f] sfd ug]{ dgf]an 
c¿ dha't ePsf] dx;'; ul//x]sf] lyPF . l;Fu} ljZjljBfnon] Ps xf]gxf/ 
af}l4s JolStTj k|fKt u/]sf] lyof] . ljZjljBfnon] kbLo ¿kdf sfo{qmd 
;+of]hs dfq kfPsf] lyPg Ps c;n k|fWofks, Ps cAan cg';Gwftf 
/ g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnonfO{ cGt/f{li6«o af}l4s If]qdf kl/lrt u/fpg] 
;xhstf{ kfPsf] lyof] .

	 ljz]iftM pxfFsf] lhDd]jf/L sfo{qmdsf] ;+of]hg, k|fWofkg / zf]wsfo{sf] 
;'k/Lj]If0f lyof] . cfkm" /x'Gh]n oL lhDd]jf/Lx¿ k"/f ug'{ g} eof] . o;sf] 
cltl/St nS;Daf bfOn] clnlvt ljifox¿ h:t}M ljZjljBfnodf sfd 
ug]{ ;+:s[lt / jftfj/0f lgdf{0f, sfdk|lt ;dk{0fefj, gljgtd / l;h{gfTds 
sfo{df hf]8 lbg'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] sfo{z}nLaf6 dnfO{ cg'e"lt x'GYof] ls lnlvt 
lhDd]jf/L k"/f u/]/ dfq s'g}  lzIfs, sd{rf/L jf k|zf;s ;kmn gx'g] /x]5 . 
clnlvt lhDd]jf/L y'k|} x'g] /x]5g\ . cfˆgf ;]jfu|fxL h:t}M ljZjljBfnodf 
ljBfyL{x¿ / cfˆgf ;xsdL{k|ltsf] Jojxf/, k|]/0ffbfoL e"ldsf, dflyNnf] 
lgsfo / tNnf] lgsfox¿ lar ;dGjo ug]{ Ifdtf klg plQs} dxŒjk"0f{ x'g] 
/x]5g\ .   

	 ;fdflhs lj1fg / o;;DaGwL zf]wsf ljifox¿ pxfFsf k|fWofkgsf 
k|fyldstf lyP . log} ljifox¿ k|fWofkg ug]{ qmddf 5f]6f] ;dodf g} nS;Daf 
bfO ljBfyL{x¿sf] dg dgdf a:g ;kmn x'g'ePsf] lyof] . ljBfyL{x¿n] 
zf]w ug]{ qmddf pxfF g} klxnf] 5gf]6sf] zf]w lgb]{zs kg'{x'GYof] . pxfF] bh{gfF}+ 
zf]wfyL{x¿sf] lgb]{zs x'g'x'GYof] . cfˆgf] lgoldt sIffsf] cltl/St cGo 
:jb]zL tyf ljb]zL ljZjljBfnosf k|fWofksx¿nfO{ ;|f]t JolStsf] 
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¿kdf NofO cgnfOg dfWodaf6 cltly sIffsf] Joj:yf ug'{x'GYof] . o; 
ljZjljBfnodf pxfFsf] clGtd lbg;Dd zf]w lgb]{zgdf pxfFn] cfˆgf] ;Dk"0f{ 
;do lbg'eof] . k|fWofkg / zf]w lgb]{zgsf] cltl/St n]v/rgf n]vg / 
k|sfzgdf ;d]t bfOsf] dxŒjk"0f{ of]ubfg lyof] . pxfF;Fu}sf] ;xsfo{df n]vg 
/ k|sfzg ug{ hg{n klAns]zgsf] lgb]{lzsf d:of}bf ;d]t tof/ kfl/of] . 
oBlk clxn];Dd sfof{Gjogdf Nofpg ;lsPsf] 5}g . ;fdfGo cj:yf xf];\ 
jf sf]le8 !( sf] dxfdf/Lsf] ;do xf];\ clGtd 38L;Dd ljZjljBfnosf] 
sfddf nS;Daf bfOsf] b]gdf s'g} sdL lyPg . 

	 g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfno cgnfOg dfWodaf6 ;~rflnt 
ljZjljBfno ePtf klg sf]le8 !( sf] dxfdf/Laf6 6f9f /xg ;s]g . cgnfOg 
dfWodaf6 sIffx¿ h;f]t;f] ;DkGg ul/of] . t/ clGtd k/LIff ;~rfngdf 
;d:of kl//x]sf] lyof] . o;cl3 clGtd k/LIffx¿ ef}lts ¿kdf g} ;~rfng 
ug]{ Joj:yf lyof] . cgnfOg dfWodaf6 k/LIff ;~rfng lgb]{lzsf tof/ ug{ 
cfjZos lyof] . pSt lgb]{lzsf tof/ ug{ cGo ljZjljBfnox¿sf cEof;, 
;/f]sf/ kIfsf] rf;f], cGt/f{li6«o cg'ejx¿nfO{ ;d]6\g cfjZos lyof] . o;sf 
nflu vf;u/L cGt/f{li6«o lj1x¿ ;xefuL u/fpg nS;Daf bfOsf] dxŒjk"0f{ 
of]ubfg /Xof] . cS:kmf]8{ ljZjljBfno / jlsª3d ljZjljBfnosf k|f]km];/
x¿n] cgnfOg dfWodaf6 k/LIff ;~rfng;DaGwL cfˆgf dxŒjk"0f{ cg'ejx¿ 
;'gfpg'eof] . o;af6 cgnfOg k/LIff ;~rfng ;DaGwL lgb]{lzsf Students' 
Authentic Assessment System Implementation Framework-2077 

tof/ ug{ ;Dej eof] . oxL lgb]{lzsfsf] cfwf/df sf]le8 !( sf] dxfdf/Ldf 
klg o; ljZjljBfnosf] clGtd k/LIffx¿ ;~rfng ug{ ;lsof] .

	 nS;Daf bfOnfO{ Adjunct Professor sf] lgo'lSt lbg] k|lqmof 
rln/x]sf] lyof] . pxfFs} cg';f/ bfOsf] of]Uotfsf k|df0fkqx¿ ;dsIftf 
lgwf{/0f ug'{ lyof] . o;sf nflu pxfF a]nfot hfg'kg]{ eof] . Tof] ;do 
sf]le8sf] dxfdf/L ;+;f/el/ g} km}lnPsf] lyof] . lbglbg} nfvf}Fsf] ;+Vofdf 
/f]usf] ;ª\qmd0f / xhf/f}+sf] ;+Vofdf d[To' x'g]sf] b/ al9/x]sf] lyof] . xfdL ;a} 
c;'/lIft dx;'; ul//x]sf lyof}F . oBlk xfd|f lgoldt sfo{qmdx¿ cgnfOg 
df]8df ;~rfng ul//x]sf lyof}F . nS;Daf bfO klg lgoldt ¿kdf z}lIfs 
sfo{qmddf ;+nUg x'g'x'GYof] . o;} lardf !* hgj/L @)@! df dnfO{ nS;Daf 
bfOsf] o:tf] Aoxf]/fsf] O{d]n cfof] :- “Please, find the attached self-
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explanatory email from Professor David Gellner. As I informed you 
earlier, currently I am receiving COVID's treatment at Frimley 
Park Hospital." o; O{d]nnfO{ ;'?df Tolt ;+j]bgzLn¿kdf lnOgF . lsgls 
nfvf}Fsf] ;+Vofdf ;ª\qmldt x'g] / lgsf] x'g] qmd hf/L lyof] . km]l/ ljsl;t 
d'n'sdf x'g'ePsf]n] pkrf/ /fd|} xf]nf eGg] nfu]sf] lyof] . crfgs bfOnfO{ 
cfO;Lo"df /flvPsf] va/ cfof] . of] va/n] cln dgdf em:sf kg{ yfNof] . 
tfklg 7Ls x'G5 eGg]df k"0f{ ljZjf; lyof] . t/ O{Zj/sf] nLnf g} xf]nf 
cflv/ nS;Daf bfOsf] d[To'sf] b'vb va/ ;'Gg' k¥of] . km];a'sdf 'Rest in 
Peace' n]Vg' / '19th February 2021' df bfx;+:sf/ sfo{qmdsf] 'Live 
Broadcast' ;xefuL x'g'afx]s c¿ s]xL ug{ ;lsPg . bfOsf] a}s'07df af; 
xf];\ . bfO;Fusf cGt/ª\ux¿ ;Demgfdf /lx/xg] 5g\ . xfdL / bfO aLrdf 
ul/Psf k|ltj¢tf k"/f ug]{ sf]l;; ug]{5fF}+ . g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnon] oxfFn] 
k'¥ofpg' ePsf] of]ubfgsf] ;Fw}–;Fw} :d/0f ul//xg] 5 . 

cnljbf rGb| bfO Û

ii

8f= hLjg v8\sf g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf lzIff ljifosf ;xk|fWofks tyf ;dfh 
lj1fg tyf lzIff ;+sfosf] sfo{qmd ;+of]hs klg x'g'x'G5 .
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nfx'/] ;/;Fusf] 5f]6f] z}lIfs ofqf

czf]ss'df/ clwsf/L

æa]nfoth:tf ljsl;t /fi6«x¿df t cbfntL km};nfx¿df ;d]t kLl8tsf] 
af}l4s k"FhL -gn]h Soflk6n_ / k|ltsfTds k"FhL -l;Daf]lns Soflk6n_ 
df k/]sf] Ifltsf] klg n]vfhf]vf u/]/ Ifltk"lt{ bfaL ul/G5 lgÆ, 8f= rGb| 
nS;Dafn] klxnf] e]6df eGg'ePsf] of] jfSof+zn] ;fFRr} g} d]/f] z}lIfs tyf 
j}rfl/s hLjgofqfdf 3lge"t k|efj kf/]sf] 5 . g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf 
PdkmLnsf] klxnf] Aofrsf] er{'cn sIffdf Ps lbg 8Lg k|f= 8f= /fdrGb| 
kf}8]nn] eGg'eof], ætkfO{+x¿nfO{ :jtGq cWoog -OlG8k]G8]G6 :6l8h\_ k9fpg 
k|z:t cGt/f{li6«o cg'ej k|fKt, a]nfotdf uf]vf{ ;}lgsaf6 ;d]t lgj[Q 
Pshgf ljåfgsf] Joj:yf u/]sf 5f}F+ .Æ Tof]eGbf cufj} ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ s]xL 
cWoog ;fdu|Lx¿;lxt cWoogdf k|]/0ff lbFb} Ps JolQmaf6 af/Daf/ Od]nx¿ 
cfO/xg] uYof]{ . clg Tof] Od]n k7fpg] AolQm c¿ sf]xL geP/ pxL 8f= 
nS;Daf g} x'g'x'GYof] . 

	 ;w}F cgnfOgaf6} sIff x'g] x'Fbf lzIfs t s], xfdL ljBfyL{x¿sf] 
lardf klg ef}lts¿kdf lrghfg x'g kfPsf] lyPg . g]kfn v'nf 
ljZjljBfnon g]kfndf cgnfOgaf6 pRr txsf] cWoog ug]{ cj;/ k|bfg 
u/]sf] x'Fbf nueu ;a} ljBfyL{ cfˆgf]] k];f Joj;fodf nflu;s]sfx¿ lyof}F . 
t}klg slxn]sfxLF lzIfs gePsf] df}sf 5f]kL lzIfsx¿sf] af/]df s'/f ug{ 
kfpFbf ;fFRr} g} ljBfyL{ ePsf] h:tf] /dfOnf] cg'ej x'GYof] . To;} qmddf 
Pshgf klZrd g]kfnlt/sf] ;fyLn] eGg'eof], æxfdLnfO{ t Ps hgf nfx'/] 
;/n] k9fpg] /]Gt ca .Æ 

@)
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	 w]/}n] s'/f a'em]gg\ . sltkon] a'em]h:tf] u/L r'k nfu] . cGon] …kvf}{F 
/ x]/f}FÚ eGg] k|ltlqmof lbP . geGb} s]xL lbgkZrft xfdLnfO{ pg} nS;Daf ;/n] 
sIff lng ;'? ug{'eof] . k'/ftg z}lIfs k4ltaf6} u'lh|Fb} cfPsf x'gfn] xf]nf 
;fob xfdL ;a}nfO{ nS;Daf ;/sf] lzIf0f cEof;n] k[ys cg'e"lt u/fof] . 
ljZjljBfnox¿df k|fWofksx¿nfO{ e]6\g g;s]/ clg l;sfO{ ;fdu|Lx¿ 
gkfP/ cflht x'Fb} k9\g] afgL k/]sf xfdLx¿nfO{ pxfFsf] lzIf0f l;sfO{df 
cfkm}F cu|;/tf lng] z}nLn] slxn]sfxLF nHhf:kb klg agfpg] uYof]{] . sltko 
;fyLx¿ t …ltvf{ wfpg] a]nfdf st} vf]nf wfPsf] h:tf] t ePgÚ eGg] ;d]t 
uy]{ . k|r"/ dfqfdf ;fdu|Lx¿ pknAw u/fO{ ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ l;Sg pTk|]l/t 
ul//xg' / pgLx¿sf] l;sfO{ pknlAwsf af/]df af/Daf/ hfgsf/L lnO/xg' 
pxfFsf] k|d'v ljz]iftf lyof] . 

	 ;'? ;'?df t w]/}nfO{ pxfFsf] z}nL lrGg} lgs} ;do nfUof] . pxfFn] s] 
k9fpFb} x'g'x'GYof] eGg] s'/f a'‰g ufx|f] klg x'GYof] . lsgls pxfFn] slxNo} klg 
s'g} klg s'/f ;xL jf unt xf] eg]/ l;w} eGg' ePg . a? pxfF t ;dfwfgsf 
nflu ljleGg ljsNkx¿ k|:t't ug{'x'GYof] . clg “tkfO{+nfO{ s] ;xL nfU5 <Æ 
eg]/ pN6} k|Zg ug{'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] o; 9Ësf] lzIf0f /0fgLltnfO{ w}o{tf /fVg 
;Sg]n] dfq a'‰y] . s;}s;}nfO{ pxfFsf] Tof] z}nLnfO{ krfpg ufx|f] kl//x]sf] 
klg x'GYof] . t/ klg cGTodf ha s'/f] a'lemGYof], clg ;a}hgf rlst ky]{ . 
pxfF t cfkm"n] atfP/ eGbf klg ljBfyL{x¿n] ;w}F cfTdfg'e"lt u/]/} l;s'g\ eGg] 
rfxg'x'GYof] . o; lsl;dsf] ljBfyL{ s]lGb|t km/s z}Ifl0fs Aojxf/ cfw'lgs 
klZrdf /fi6«x¿df b]lvPsf] g"tg lzIf0f cEof;x¿sf] pkh xf] eGg] xfdLnfO{ 
nfUYof] . 

	 æsf7df8fF}df /x]sf tkfO{+sf ;dsIfLx¿nfO{ lnP/ gofF afg]Zj/sf] 
cf]/]Gh Sofkm]df lnP/ cfpg' xf]nf x}, e]6\g' k5{Æ, af/Daf/sf] Od]n cfbfgk|bfg 
kl5 ePsf] klxnf] kmf]g ;Dks{df pxfFn] dnfO{ eGg'eof] . dlxgf}Fsf] er{'cn 
e]63f6 jf lrghfgkZrft ef}lts ¿kdf klxnf]k6s nfx'/] ;/;Fu e]6 x'g] 
cj;/ dnfO{ lj=;+ @)&^ sf] ;'?jftlt/ h'/]sf] lyof] . krf;f}F ljBfyL{x¿dWo] 
dnfO{ g} pQm e]63f6sf nflu ;+of]hg ug{ 5fGg'ePsf]df km'?Ë k/]F . To;a]nf 
sf7df8fF}df /x]sf ;dsIfL ;fyLx¿ k'ik kf}8]n, s[i0f k/fh'nL, afa'/fd aGhf8] 
/ d u/L rf/hgf a]nfotaf6 b'O{ lbgcufl8 dfq cfOk'Ug'ePsf nS;Daf 
;/nfO{ e]6\g pQm /]:6'/]G6df hDdf eof}F . sNkgf Dof8d;d]tnfO{ lnP/ Ps 
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l5gdf ;/ cfOk'Ug'eof] . x]b}{ hf]lznf], ldhfl;nf], tg / dg b'j}n] ee{/fpFbf] 
cfˆgf] ;/;Fu e]6\g kfpFbf xfdL ;a} bË lyof}F . 

	 pQm klxnf] e]6df g} cfˆgf] j}rfl/s b[li6sf]0f / 1fgsf] bfo/fsf] 
af/]df ck|ToIf ¿kdf hfgsf/L u/fpg' x'Fb} pxfFn] ljz]ifu/L af}l4s k"FhL 
-gn]h Soflk6n_ / k|ltsfTds k"FhL -l;Daf]lns Soflk6n_ sf] af/]df k|m]Gr 
dfgjzf:qL lko/ af]/8\o'sf] ;Gbe{nfO{ hf]8\b} xfdLnfO{ k|efljt ug{'ePsf] 
lyof] . To;eGbf cufl8 xfdL s;}n] af]/8\o"nfO{ Tolt w]/} lrg]sf /x]g5f}F 
pxfFn] k|jf;df bzsf}+;Dd sfd u/L a]nfotL uf]vf{ ;}lgsaf6 lgj[Q ;d]t 
e};s]sf] x'Fbf ca :jb]zdf g} a;]/ k|fl1s cEof; ug]{ O{R5f klg hfx]/ 
ug{'eof] .

 	 t];|f] ;]d]i6/df cg';Gwfgd"ns zf]wkq tof/ kfg{'kg]{ x'Fbf xfdLx¿ 
cl3Nnf] ;]d]:6/x¿b]lv g} ljifoj:t' / pko'Qm u'? 5gf}6 ug{sf nflu s;/t 
ub}{ lyof}F . cË|]hL lzIffdf ljlzli6s/0f ub}{ u/]sf] eP klg af]/8\o'sf] 
dfgjzf:qLo l;4fGtnfO{ cfˆgf] cWoogsf] ljifo agfpg ;s] a9L pkof]]uL 
x'g;Sg] lyof] eg]/ rGb|;Fusf] ;'?sf] e]6b]lv g} dgdg} ;f]lr/x]sf] lyPF . d]/f] 
pQm ta ;kgf ;fsf/ eof] ha pg} nfx'/] ;/nfO{ u'? yfk]/ ;f]xL ljifodf 
zf]wkq cufl8 a9\of] . 

	 zf]wkqsf] l;nl;nfdf rGb| ;/nfO{ leq}b]lv lrGg] cj;/ dfq k|fKt 
ePg, xfd|f] ;DaGw u'?r]nfsf] 3]/faf6 aflx/ klg cfof] . pxfFnfO{ ;Dks{ ug{ 
c;fWo} ;lhnf] lyof] . s'g} sfo{ Jo:ttfn] kmf]g gp7] klg s]xL ;dokl5 
'sn' kmsf{pg slxNo} e'Ng' x'Fb}gYof] . sof}F k6s xfd|f] k|ToIf e]6 x'g] uYof]{] . 
w]/}h;f] xfd|f] e]6 ug]{ 7fpF lyof] kf6g xl:k6n cufl8sf] skmL ;k . clg 
cWoogsf ;fy} kfl/jfl/s enfs';f/L klg plQs} x'g] uYof]{] xfdLlar .

 	 pxfF;Fu zf]wkq cl3 a9fpg OR5's !%–@) hgfdWo] kfFr hgfnfO{ 
dfq pxfFn] klxnf] ;d"xdf lng'eof] . To;df klg ;a} cË|]hL ljifosf dfq . 
pxfFsf] zf]wkq lgb]{zg z}nL leGg lyof] . xfdLn] n]v]sf] slxNo} ;xL jf unt 
eGg' x'GgYof] t/ pxfFsf] s'/f ;'lg;s]kl5 xfdL cfkm}F ;'wfg{ nfUYof}F . s]xL s'/f 
ug{ pxfFn] ;'gfsf]7Lsf] cfˆgf]] 3/}df klg af]nfpg] ug{'x'GYof] . af/Daf/ kfj/ 
KjfOG6 k|:t'lt u/fpg], uf]i7L,  ;]ldgf/df efu lng nufpg] clg ;dsIfLaf6 
k[i7kf]if0f lbnfpg] pxfFsf] lzIf0f ljlw lyof] . o:tf s[ofsnfksf] ;+of]hg 
ug]{ lhDdf ;/n] dnfO{ g} lbg] ug'{ x'Fbf d cfkm"nfO{ efUodfgL ;lDemGy]F . . d]/f] 
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cWoogn] ;/ k|efljt x'g'ePsf] 7fGy]F d . d]/f] n]vfO{ x]/]/ pxfF eGg'x'GYof] 
“tkfO{+sf] y]l;;sf] efO{jf ug{ ;s];Dd cS;kmf]8{ ljZjljBfnosf dfgjzf:q 
ljefusf k|d'v k|fWofks 8]le8 u]Ng/ jf a]nfotaf6} 8f= s[i0f clwsf/LnfO{ 
af]nfpg] sf]l;; ug]{5' ." Psk6s ljZjljBfnodf sfo{qmd u/L 8f= s[i0f 
clwsf/Lsf] ;fd' t k|:t'lt g} ug{ nufpg'eof] t/ 8]le8 u]Ng/;Fu slxNo} e]6 
u/fpg g;Sg] af6f]df d]/f u'? ;bfsf nflu hfg'eof] . 

	 ;a} ljBfyL{nfO{ plQs} ;do lbg' / ;dfg Jojxf/ ug{' pxfFsf] k|d'v 
ljz]iftf lyof] . of] pxfFsf] Pp6f ljnIf0f k|ltef lyof] . x/]s ljBfyL{nfO{ 
nfUYof] ;/n] ;a}eGbf a9L dnfO{ dfq dfof ug{'x'G5 . Pslbg o;af/]df xfdLn] 
v'n]/} s'/f u/]sf lyof}F . pxfFn] dnfO{ ;w}F eGg] ug{'x'GYof] “h;/L ePklg 
tkfO{+sf] y]l;; g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnosf] klxnf] / pTs[i6 x'g'kb{5 ." 
olt dfq xf]Og pxfFn] dnfO{ h;/L ePklg lkPr8L u/fpg] k|lt4tf ;d]t 
ug{'x'GYof] . slxn]sfxLF d cfkm}F eml:sGy]F, pxfF d]/f] lzIfs ls cleefjs < 
lsgls, s'g} Pp6f lzIfs dfqn] o:tf] Jojxf/ ug{ ;Sb}g . o; cy{df pxfF d]/f] 
u'? dfq geP/ ljZjfl;nf] ;fyL Pjd\ cleefjs klg x'g'x'GYof] . cem pxfF 
eGg] ug{'x'GYof], “ljBfyL{nfO{ k9fP/ dfq x'Fb}g, k9fO{ adf]lhdsf] /f]huf/Lsf] 
Joj:yfkg klg ug{ ;Sg'k5{ .Æ 

	 d km'?Ë lyPF . clg ;+;f/sf] ;a}eGbf efUodfgL ljBfyL{ 7fGg] uyF]{ 
cfkm"nfO{ . pxfFn] cWoogsf cnfjf cGo k|fl1s tyf u}/k|fl1s sfdx¿sf] 
lhDd]jf/L klg lbFb} hfg'eof] h;n] ubf{ nS;Daf ;/;Fusf] ;fldKotf emg} a9\b} 
uof] . h:tf] ;LPgP; o's]sf] l/;r{ kl/of]hgfdf kmf]6f] j0f{gfTds …OYgf]u|flkms 
gf]6\;Ú n]Vg]b]lv …6«fG;lxdfnog l/;r{ k|f]h]S6Úsf] ;+of]hg ug]{;Dd . 
6«fG;lxdfnog l/;r{ k|f]h]S6 pxfFsf] :jKg kl/of]hgf lyof] . o;sf] p2]Zosf 
af/]df ;Lldt ;/f]sf/jfnfx¿ afx]s w]/}nfO{ yfxf klg 5}g xf]nf . Ps lbg 
dnfO{ o;sf] cjwf/0ff ;]o/ ug{'eof] h;sf] cfwf/df d}n] k|ltj]bg tof/ kf/]/ 
a'emfPsf] lyPF . To;af6 k|efljt eO pQm kl/of]hgfsf] ;+of]hs eO{ sfd ug{ 
;/n] dnfO{ g} lhDdf lbg'ePsf] lyof] . g]kfn / rLgsf] ;Ldf O{nfsfdf kg]{ 
6«fG;lxdfnog If]qdf /x]sf ef}uf]lns tyf h}ljs ljljwtfsf af/]df oyfy{ 
lrq0f ;fy} ljsf;sf ;Defjgf ;DaGwL Aofks Aofjxfl/s cWoog ug]{ 
x]t'n] of] kl/of]hgf cl3 a9fOFb} lyof] . csf]{lt/, k|fl1s If]qdf klg n]v/rgf 
tyf k':ts k|sflzt ug]{ of]hgfx¿ klg ;Fu;Fu} cl3 a9\b} lyP . ljz]iftM 
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pxfFsf] lgb]{zgdf zf]wkq tof/ kfb}{ u/]sf xfdL $–% hgf ljBfyL{x¿nfO{ lnP/  
…Unf]sf]nfOh];gÚ sf] ljifodf ;a}n] n]v tof/ kf/L k':ts k|sfzg ug]{ of]hgf 
tof/ eO;s]sf] lyof] . olt dfq geP/ kl5Nnf] r/0fdf gLlh z}lIfs If]qdf 
klg nufgL ug]{ sfo{of]hgf cl3 al9;s]sf] lyof] . pxfFs} ;Nnfxadf]lhd d 
Ps gLlh sn]hsf] SofDk; k|d'vsf] ¿kdf sfd klg ub}{ lyPF . d]/f] zf]wkqsf] 
clGtd d"NofÍg x'g'eGbf cufj} 5f]6f] ;dodf olt w]/} ;xsfo{ x'g'n] pxfF;Fusf] 
;DaGw cgGt sfn;Dd x'g]5 eGg] nfUbYof] . 

	 sf]le8–!( n] ;+;f/ c:tJo:t ePsf] lyof] . h;sf sf/0f ;d:t 
z}lIfs kl/kf6L g} er{'cn df]8df uO;s]sf] lyof] . ptf oxL a]nf d]/f] a'af 
SofG;/af6 hLjg / d[To';Fu clGtd ;+3if{ ul//xg'ePsf] lyof] . dlxgfF}+b]lv 
x/]s lbg a'afnfO{ xl:k6ndf /]l8P;gsf] bf];|f] ;fOsnsf nflu nfg] / Nofpg] 
g} d]/f] lbgrof{ lyof] . d]/f] a'afsf] klg cfˆgf] clGtd rfxgf d}n] PdkmLn k"/f 
u/]sf] x]g]{ lyof] . o;} t cgnfOg lzIff, d]/f] zf]wkqsf] clGtd d"NofÍg klg 
er{'cn df]8df g} eof] . nS;Daf ;/nufot ljZjljBfnosf le;L, 8Lg, 
ljefuLo k|d'vx¿ tyf clwsf+z u'?ju{sf] pkl:yltdf d}n] y]l;; l8km]G; 
u/]F . of] ljZjljBfnosf] g} klxnf] zf]wkq aGb} lyof] . clg nS;Daf ;/ 
klg d}n] y]l;; k"/f u/]sf] x]g{ rfxg'x'GYof] . o;af6 d]/f] dfq x}g pxfFsf] klg 
v';Lsf] ;Ldf /x]g . lsgls of] g} pxfFsf] v'nf ljZjljBfnodf klxnf] y]l;; 
;'k/Lj]If0f lyof] . pQm ;fFem pxfFn] dnfO{ kmf]gdf eGg'eof]M

tkfO{+n] d]/f] ;kgf k"/f u/L lbg'eof] . ljZjljBfnosf] Oltxf;df 
g} of] klxnf] y]l;; aGof], awfO{ 5 . o'lgel;{6L ckm ;/]df d]/f 
u'? k|f]km];/ lk6/ hfle{;n] eGg'x'GYof], …x/]s lzIfssf] s'g} vf; 
ljBfyL{ x'G5, d]/f] clGtd ;F:sf/df klg ltdL cfpg g5'6\g' x} .Ú clg 
d ljBfyL{x¿sf] k|ltlglwTj u/]/ pxfF -hfle{;_sf] clGtd ljbfO{df 
km"n r9fpg kfpg] efUodfgL ljBfyL{ lyPF .

pxfFn] To;f] elg/xFbf dgdg} k|Zg u/,]F …pxfFn] dnfO{ lsg o:tf] ;'gfO/xg'ePsf] 
xf]nf . s] d klg pxfFsf] To:t} vf; ljBfyL{ x'F t <Ú

   	 w]/} lbgkl5 efO{j/df sn cfof] d]/f pxL nfx'/] ;/sf] . pxfF 
a]nfotsf] Ps xl:k6nsf] a]8af6 gfsdf nufOPsf] clS;hgsf] kfOk vf]Nb} 
af]ln/xg'ePsf] lyof] . sf]le8sf] dxfdf/LnfO{ 5Nb} s]xL dlxgf cufj} pxfF 
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a]nfot hfg'ePsf] yfxf lyof] dnfO{ . To;kl5 klg xfd|f] w]/} k6s s'/f t eO{ 
g} /x]sf] lyof] t/ of] k6s eg] s]xL xKtfb]lv pxfF;Fu ;Dks{ x'g ;ls/x]sf] 
lyPg . xl:k6nsf] a]8af6 af]ln/xg'ePsf] b]Vbf d}n] cfkm}FnfO{ ljZjf; 
ug{ ;ls/x]sf] lyOgF . æsf]le8n] dHhfn] ;tfof], To;}n] ;Dks{ ug{ ;lsgF, 
;/L x} . ca ef]lnlt/ l8:rfh{ x'Fb}5', To;kl5 s'/f u/f}Fnf . xfd|f k|f]h]S6sf 
sfdx¿ cufl8 a9fpFb} n}hfg' x}Æ pxfF elg/xg'ePsf] lyof], æ;LPgP; o's]sf] 
l/;r{ k|f]h]S6df tkfO{+n] k7fpg'ePsf] OYgf]u|flkms gf]6\; ;fFRr} /fd|f] lyof] 
lg .Æ d}n] pxfFsf] Tof] cj:yf b]v]kl5 w]/} s'/f ug{ rflxgF . sf7df08f}df a:g] 
pxfFsf] 5f]/f axf/sf] ;Dks{ gDa/ dfu]/ labf ePF . d eml:sPF t}klg klg ef]ln 
l8:rfh{ x'G5 eg]kl5 clns 9'Ss lyPF . s;/L hfGg' /, of] g} d]/f u'?;Fusf] 
clGtd jftf{ xf]nf eg]/! 

	 em08} Ps xKtf laTof] t/ km]l/ pxfF;Fu ;Dks{ x'g ;s]g . Dof;]h k7fPF 
t/ s'g} hjfkm cfPg . dgdf w]/} v'Nb'nL eof] . cGTodf sf7df08f}df /x]sf 
axf/nfO{ efOa/df ;Dks{ u/]F . axf/sf] s'/f ;'g]/ xftuf]8f un]/ cfP, d To;} 
;]nfPF . æafafnfO{ l8:rfh{ x'g] lbgdf a|]g Xofd/]h eof], To;kl5 e]lG6n]6/df 
/flvof] /], t/ ;ef{Oansf] lh/f] rfG; eP/ clxn] xl:k6nn] e]lG6n]6/sf] 
l:jr ckm ug{ kl/jf/nfO{ af]nfPsf] 5 /] . To;}sf nflu d klg a]nfot hfg 
eg]/ clxn] Po/kf]6{df cfOk'u]sf] 5', bfOÆ axf/ eGb} lyP . b}j ;+of]u klg 
s:tf] . d ev{/ cfˆgf] lktfhLsf] zf]saf6 tlË|b} u/]sf] aa'/f] . lktfhLsf] 
:juf{/f]x0fsf] 7\ofSs} Ps dlxgf k'u]s} lbg af/;d]t ldn]sf], dËnaf/s} lbg 
km]l/ cfˆgf] u'?sf] zf]saf6 3fon ag]F . lktfhLn] klg clGtd If0f;Dd eGg] 
ug{'x'GYof], “nS;Daf ;/;Fusf] ;Futn] t]/f] sNof0f x'G5 x} . ;fy g5f]8\g", 
df}sf ldnfP/ d;Fu klg e]6 u/fpg" .Æ b'ef{Uo, hLljt x'Fbf;Dd d}n] pxfFx¿sf] 
slxNo} e]6 u/fpg ;lsgF . lktfhLsf] :ju{jf; x'Fbf klg u'?sf] cf8n] hLpg 
e/k"/ d2t ldn]sf] cfef; ePsf] lyof] dnfO{ . t/ ;a rsgfr"/ eof] . d]/f 
;Dk"0f{ of]hgf / ;kgfx¿ ultxLg / cw"/f ag] . v}/, d]/f] lktfhL / d]/f] u'¿sf] 
:ju{df cjZo e]6 eof] g} xf]nf . d]/f oL b'j} c6n cfbz{ gIfqx¿nfO{ xflb{s 
>4f~hln .

ii

czf]ss'df/ clwsf/Ln] g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnoaf6 PdkmLn cWoog k"/f ug'{ePsf] 5 . 
pxfF xfn kfls:tfgdf a:g'x'G5 .
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rGb|df / rGb| ;/

cf]ds'df/ >]i7

pxfFsf] d[To'sf] va/ km];a'ssf] leQfel/ kf]l:F6bf
of] d[To', d[To' x}g eg]h:tf] 
of] d[To', d[To' x}g eg]h:tf] x'g]
emg\ glhs kf] ag]h:tf] x'g]
sf]/f]gf nfUof] /] eGbf ;fyLx¿ eGg'x'GYof] 
;fyLx¿ eGg'x'GYof] 
pxfF t /fOkmn lnP/ n8]sf] dfG5] 
psfnL cf]/fnL eL/kfvf r9]sf] dfG5] 
clg b[9 ljZjf;df cl3 a9]sf] dfG5]  
of] gfy] sf]/f]gf s] xf] / <
la8Dagf, Ps of]4fn] hLjg;Fu xfg{' k¥of] Û
pxfF t cfsfzsf] rGb|df h:tf] x'g'x'GYof] 
lzIffyL{sf] cGwsf/ dgdl:tisdf 
lbJo1fgsf] pHofnf] 5/L lbg'x'GYof] 
xfdLnfO{ ;w}+ vf]hsf] 
xfdLnfO{ ;w}+ vf]hsf] ef]s e/L lbg'x'GYof]
cfkm}+ af6f] vg / a'emsL ag eGg'x'GYof] 
xfdL, xfdL ha clNemGYof}F, ?dlnGYof}F
pxfF rGb|dfh:t} em'Nn'Ss em'lNsg'x'GYof] 

@!
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/ t xfdL xfdLn] af6f] klxNofpFYof}F
pxfF, rGb|dfh:t} em'Nn'Ss em'lNsg'x'GYof] 
/ t xfdL xfdLn] af6f] klxNofpFYof}F
pxfF eGg'x'GYof]
pxfF eGg'x'GYof] d}n] aGb's ;dfPF 
t} klg sndl;t /dfPF 
pxfF eGg'x'GYof] d}n] aGb's ;dfPF 
t} klg sndl;t /dfPF 
xf], xf] xfdLnfO{ oxL jfSo k|]/0ffsf] ;|f]t aGof]
cem}, cem} o:tf] nfU5
cfsfzdf rGb|df pbfpFbf of] t rGb| ;/ xf] 
xfd|f] cw"/f], xfd|f] ck"/f] ofqfdf 
pHofnf] ag]/ af6f] b]vfO/xg' ePsf] 5  
/ elg/xg' ePsf] 5 
k6s, k6s elg/xg' ePsf] 5 
cl3 a9, uGtAo;Dd k'u
d pHofnf] 5l//xG5, d pHofnf] 5l//xG5' .

ii

cf]ds'df/ >]i7 g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf  PdkmLnsf] ljBfyL{ x'g'x'G5 . 
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;kgfx¿ lhpFb} 5g\

8f= ;ËLtf >]i7 …:j]R5fÚ

d[To' huhfx]/ 5 
;f]w]/ cfpGg
d[To'sf] ;dfrf/ 
Tof] klg 
9f]sf 9s9sfP/ cfpGg
t/ klg,
Tof] ck|Toflzt va/
ckTofl/nf] lyof]
cljZj;gLo lyof]
cem,
csNkgLo lyof] .  

Tof] b[9 clenfiff 
xFl;nf] d'xf/n] l;Fr]sf]  
Tof] hf]lznf] cleofg
Ps ;fdflhs cleoGtfn] /r]sf] 
Tof] ;'Gb/ af6f]
Ps ky k|bz{sn] sf]/]sf]
;a}n] s'l//x] 
cfFvf cf]efgf] geP;Dd .
t/, 
pgL cfPgg\ 
a;\ ;dfrf/ cfof] 

@@
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oxL eGb} 
sf]/f]gfsf] lgd{d af9L;Fu} aUof]
sf]/f]gfsf] x'/L;Fu} p8\of]
Ps cgGt ofqfdf 
slxNo} gkmls{g] u/L nDSof] 
a;\ o;/L g} 
sf]/f]gfsf] sx/;Fu} 
;fy xfd|f] klg 5'6\of] . 

t/, tL sf]l/Psf af6fx¿ 
oyfjt} 5g\ 
a'lgPsf lt ;kgfx¿ 
cem} hLljt} 5g\ 
k/b]zdf b]zsf] cl:tTj uf8\g] 
:jb]zdf k/b]zsf] lzIff afF8\g] 
Tof] kl/sNkgf 
pgsf] Tof] ;kgf 
dg]{ 5}gg\ 
tL vg]sf af6fx¿ 
v]/ hfg] 5}gg\ 
lsgls
d[To' t s]jn 
ef}lts ¿kdf ePsf] 5 
;kgfx¿ t oyfjt} 5g\ 
To;}u/L, 
tL ;kgf;Fu} ;kgf b]Vg]
sof}F hf]8L cfFvfx¿ 
Tof] ;kgf k"/f ug]{
cfh gofF ;kgf klg t b]Vb}5g\ .  

ii  

8f= ;ª\uLtf >]i7 …:j]R5fÚ g]kfn cWoog s]Gb| o's] -l;PgP;o's]_ df l/;r{ c;f]l;o6sf] 
¿kdf sfo{/t x'g'x'G5 . pxfFn] of] sljtf 8f=rGb| nS;Dafsf] >4f~hln ;efdf jfrg 
ug{'ePsf] lyof] . 
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Section D: 	Gurkha Soldier and Rights Activist
	 uf]vf{ nfx'/] / clwsf/sdL{

;Demgfdf 8f= rGb| nS;Daf

hLt u'?ª

;g\ !(*# cS6f]a/ dlxgfdf d klxnf]k6s w/fg k'u]sf] lyPF . a]nfotL 
;]gfdf Pp6f Sns{sf] ¿kdf egf{ x'gsf nflu . klxnf] r/0fsf] egf{ k|lqmofx¿ 
kf]v/fdf ;DkGg u/]/ klZrd g]kfnaf6 xfdL #) hgf pDd]b\jf/x¿ 5flgPsf 
lyof}F . csf]{ clGtd egf{ k|lqmofsf nflu w/fg hfg' kg]{ lyof] . ptf k"jL{ 
g]kfnsf] sf]6faf6 klg #) hgf pDd]b\jf/x¿ clGtd r/0fsf nflu tof/ eP/ 
a;]sf lyP .

	 d]/f] w/fg e|d0f klxnf] k6s ePsf]n] 7fpF, dflg; / ToxfFsf] 
b}lgs xnrnx¿ ;a} gf}nf] nflu/x]sf] lyof] . To;a]nf xfd|f k"jL{ g]kfnsf 
k|ltåGåLx¿dWo] Pshgf lgs} rNtfk'hf{ b]lvGy] . pgL ;a} hgf;Fu xft 
ldnfpFb}, kl/ro ub}{ ToxfFsf] jftfj/0fnfO{ ;xh agfpFb} lyP . pgsf] kl/ro 
v'nf;f ePkl5 dfq yfxf eof] ls pgL rGb|s'df/ nS;Daf lyP .

	 rGb|n] cd[t ;fOG; sn]hdf ljBfyL{ /fhgLlt ul/;s]sf /x]5g\ . 
;fy} xfdL a]nfotL ;]gfdf egf{ x'g'eGbf cufj} klg pgn] w/fgsf] d]l8sn 
;]G6/df sfd ul/;s]sf /x]5g\ . To;sf/0f pgnfO{ ToxfFsf] sd{rf/Lx¿, ljlw 
/ k|ljlwx¿ clg /xg;xgaf/] /fd|f] 1fg eO;s]sf] /x]5 . rGb| w]/} ldng;f/ / 
;xof]uL efjgf ePsf JolQm lyP . xfdL klZrd g]kfnaf6 5gf}6 eP/ uPsf] 
6f]nLnfO{ pgn] w]/} s'/fdf hfgsf/L lbP/ ;xof]u u/]sf lyP . h:t}, SofDksf] 
;+/rgfsf] af/]df, ToxfFsf] /xg;xg, ug{ x'g] / gx'g] s'/fx¿ -8"h P08 8G6;\_ 

@#
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sf] ljifodf . pgsf] ;xof]un] ubf{ Tof] gf}nf] 7fpFdf hfFbf klg, a]nfotL ;]gfdf 
egf{ x'gsf nflu rflxg] k|lqmofx¿sf] ;xhLs/0fdf 7'nf] d2t ldn]sf] lyof] .

	 w/fgdf etL{ k|lqmof k"/f eP/ glthf k|sfzg x'Fbf k"j{sf] #) hgf 
/ klZrdsf] #) hgfdWo]af6 hDdf @% hgf a]nfotL ;]gfdf Sns{sf] ¿kdf 
egf{ x'g ;kmn ePsf lyof}F . rGb| / d klg ToxL @% hgfleq k/]sf lyof}F . 
ToxL lbgb]lv rGb| / d]/f] ;DaGw uf]vf{ ;}lgssf] efiffdf gDa/L cyf{t Pp6} 
Aofrdf kl/0ft eof] .

	 xfdL 5gf}6 ePkl5 sl/a tLg dlxgfsf] labf lyof] . To;kl5 gDa/L 
rGb| / xfd|f] Aofrsfx¿ ;a}hgf ;g\ !(*$ sf] hgj/L dlxgfdf kf]v/f / 
w/fg SofDkdf l/kf]6{ ug{ xflh/ eof}F . klZrdaf6 5gf}6 ePsf xfdL bz hgf 
kf]v/fdf xflh/ eof}F / rGb| nufot !% hgf k"j{sf gDa/Lx¿ w/fgdf xflh/ 
eP . s]xL ;do kf]v/f / w/fgdf latfPkl5 xfdL ;a} hgf xªsª uof}F / 
cfwf/e"t ;}lgs tflnd ;'? u¥of}F}F . 

	 8f= rGb| nS;Daf c¿ gDa/Lx¿eGbf cln kfsf] / cg'ejL clg 
;Ifd l;kfxL lyP . To;}n] xªsªsf] cfwf/e"t tflnd pgn] ;lhn} k"/f u/]sf 
lyP . ;}lgs cfwf/e"t tflnd ;lsg] lalQs} xfdL Sns{x¿ -afa'hL eg]/ klg 
af]nfOGYof]_ ;}lgs k|zf;gsf] tflnd ug{ yk tLg dlxgf tflnd s]Gb|d} a:g' 
k/]sf] lyof] . To; tflnddf klg rGb|n] /fd|f] u/]sf lyP .

	 nfx'/] k[i7e"ldaf6 cfPsf] / w/fgdf klg sfd ul/;s]sf]n] xf]nf 
rGb|n] hflu/sf] ;'?jftd} w]/} dfG5] lrlg;s]sf /x]5g\ . w]/};Fu ;lhn} x]nd]n 
x'g;Sg] Ifdtf ePsf]]n] klg xf]nf pgn] tflndsf] a]nf Tolt b'Mv ;xg' k/]g . 
rGb|n] dnfO{ klg pRr txsf w]/} clws[tx¿;Fu kl/ro u/fPsf lyP . xfdL 
b'j}hgf ;}lgs hflu/sf] bf}/fgdf cfkm\gf] z}lIfs of]Uotf a9fpg'k5{ eGg] 
dg;fo ePsf JolQmx¿ k/]sf]n] xfd|f] ldqtf Pp6f nfx'/] gDa/LeGbf leGb}, 
km/s lyof] . xfd|f] e]63f6df rGb|n] cfkm"n] ub}{ u/]sf] z}lIfs cWoogx¿af/] 
dnfO{ ;'gfO/fVYf] . dnfO{ yfxf ePcg';f/ rGb|n] o'lgel;{6L ckm nG8gaf6 
afXo ljBfyL{ eP/ :gfts k"/f u/]sf lyP .
	 Aofrn/ l8u|L xfl;n ug{ ;kmn ePkl5 pgn] df:6;{ / PdkmLnsf] 
cWoog klg yfn]sf] yfxf eof] . kN6g 3/sf] b}lgsL EofP/ klg PS:6«f d'/n 
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PlS6le6LcGtu{t klxnf] / bf];|f] l8u|L xfl;n ug{ ;kmn ePkl5 pgn] kLPr8L  
klg ;'? u/]sf /x]5g\ — nfOkm nª nlg{ª ljifodf . ;}lgs hLjgsf] w]/} 
b'vsi6sf afjh"b klg l;kfxL rGb|n] ;/] o'lgel;{6L af6 kLPr8L k"/f u/L 
8fS6/ rGb| nS;Daf eP/ cfdL{af6 lg:s]sf lyP .

	 rGb| w]/} ldlxg]tL / ;Ifd JolQm lyP . cfwf/e"t ;}lgs tyf 
Snl/sn tflnd ;s]kl5 ;]e]Gy uf]/vf /fOkmn /]lhd]G6df pgsf] kf]l:6ª 
eof] . kN6gdf uP/ pgL Snl/sn If]qdf skf]{/n bhf{;Dd kbf]Gglt x'g ;kmn 
ePsf lyP . To;kl5 pgn] sfo{If]q kl/jt{g u/] . pgn] Knf6'g ;fh]{G6\; 
Aof6n sf];{ cToGt} /fd|f] cª\ssf ;fy pQL0f{ u/]sf lyP . To;kl5 pgL 
uf]/vf ;}lgsx¿sf] d"n k|jfxdf ldl;P/ sfd ug{ yfn] . zf/Ll/s ;Ifdtf / 
;}lgs snfdf lgk"0f{tf ePsf]n] rGb|n] Tof] gofF If]qdf klg /fd|f] k|ult u/]sf 
lyP . t/ pgn] Tof] If]qdf eljio gb]v]/ xf]nf z}lIfs of]Uotf a9fpglt/ g} 
a9L Wofg lbP / pgL ;kmn klg eP . 

	 ;}lgs hLjgdf cltl/Qm lqmofsnfkdfkm{t cfkm\gf] z}lIfs of]Uotf 
a9fpg jf cWoog ug{ Tolt ;lhnf] 5}g . emg\ kLPr8L g} t w]/}eGbf w]/} b'Mv 
si6 ef]u]/ ldlxg]t ug'{kg]{ x'G5 . rGb|n] oL ;a} b'Mv / r'gf}tLx¿;Fu ;fdgf 
ug{ cfkm\gf] hflu/sf] kf]l:6ªx¿ cln ;lhnf] clkm;lt/ ldnfPsf klg lyP . 
h:t}, sf7df8f}+ la|l6; SofDk / a]nfotsf] Pp6f d]l8sn /]lhd]G6sf] tflnd 
s]Gb|df klg sfd u/] . d]l8sn /]lhd]06 lsof] Aof/]S;df x'Fbf rGb|n] kLPr8L 
;'? ul/;s]sf lyP . pgn] kLPr8L ubf{ s]xL ;do ;'/Iff uf8{sf] sfd klg 
u/]sf lyP . 8\o'6Lsf] ;do pgn] cfkm\gf] kLPr8Lsf] y]l;; k'g/fjnf]sg ug]{ 
ub{y] .

	 rGb|n] hxfF h'g If]qdf sfd u/] klg, Ps ldg]6 klg ;do v]/ 
kmfNb}Gy] . x/]s ;do / df}sfsf] ;b'kof]]u u/] .  8f= rGb| nS;Daf ;}lgs 
hflu/af6 cjsfz lnPkl5 SofDanL{df d]/f] 3/ glhs} sfd ub{y] . d ljbfdf 
a]nfot hfFbf vfhf vfg] ;dodf cfP/ ukm;km ug]{ uYof}F{ . rGb|n] cfkm\
gf] cjsfzk|fKt hLjg uf]vf{nLx¿sf] ;d:of ;dfwfg ug{, u}/cfjf;Lo 
g]kfnLx¿sf] ;d:of ;dfwfg ug{ / g]kfnsf lk5l8Psf ;dfhsf] z}lIfs 
ljsf;sf nflu ;dlk{t ug{ nfluk/]sf lyP . kl5Nnf] ;do pgL g]kfnsf] 
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v'nf ljZjljBfno / n'lDagL ljZjljBfnosf] k|f1 eP/ g]kfn / g]kfnLsf] 
;]jfdf nflu k/]sf lyP .

	 d]/f] gDa/L 8f= rGb| nS;DafnfO{ olt slnnf] pd]/df g} u'dfpg'k5{ 
eg]/ lrtfPsf] klg lyOgF . pgsf] g]kfn / g]kfnLsf nflu s]xL u5{' eGg] ;kgf 
;fsf/ x'g afFsL g} lyof] t/ ckm;f]r s:tf] s:tf] b'Mv, r'gf}tL / ;d:ofx¿;Fu 
gxf/]sf] rGb| of] ;+;f/el/ km}lnPsf] dxfdf/L;Fu xf/] / slnnf] pd]/df xfdL 
;a}nfO{ 5f8]/ uP . rGb|n] w]/} /fd|f b]gx¿ 5f]8]/ uPsf 5g\ . pgnfO{ g]kfn / 
b]zleq / aflx/ ePsf g]kfnL ;dfhn] slxNo} la;{g] 5}g  .

cnljbf, d]/f] gDa/L 8f= rGb| nS;Daf Û 

ii

hLt u'?ª e"tk"j{ uf]vf{ ;]gf x'g'x'G5 . xfn pxfF ;+o'Qm /fi6«;+3Lo zflGt ld;g dfnL, 
;'b"/klZrd clk|msfdf sfo{/t x'g'x'G5 .
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Chandra: A Gurkha Soldier and 
Campaigner

Maj. (retd.) Tikendra Dal Dewan, JP

'Only the good die young' befits the untimely demise of our Dr 
Chandra Laksamba. Not only will he be missed but his contribution 
to the Nepali community, be it in the academic field, social support, 
or his political efforts for the plight of Gurkhas, his loss will be 
sorely felt. 

	 Dr Laksamba led by example during his time in the British 
Army and this followed on into his retirement where he remained 
active in all Nepali community issues. Dr Laksamba was always 
politically active ever since his student days and firmly believed in 
social justice. His links with his colleagues now well established 
in the Nepali political fraternity came to the fore when in 2004 the 
British Gurkha Welfare Society lobbied for settlement rights for 
all Gurkhas and their dependants. This network ably enthused the 
much-needed unanimous political support when the then Prime 
Minister Right Honourable Sher Bahadur Deuba agreed to allow 
the UK Government the authority to grant citizenship rights to the 
Gurkhas based on their service to the Crown. The Gurkhas and their 
dependants will always remain appreciative to Dr Laksamba for his 
political initiative and effort.

	 Dr Laksamba joined the Brigade of Gurkhas as a clerk but 
seeing his full potential he was transferred to the mainstream of 
employment when he passed the Platoon Sergeants' Battle Course, a 
very arduous course, and the door to higher promotions. He passed 

24
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this course with flying colours but as he progressed in his career, 
he changed course and joined the medical wing. This led to his last 
post as the only Gurkha Instructor in the Defence Medical Services 
Training Centre from where he then departed on pension.

	 Nearing retirement he pursued his academic prowess by 
committing to accomplish a Doctorate in lifelong learning. He 
managed this while still in full time employment dedicating extra 
hours. He thus set an example to the rest proving that nothing is 
impossible if one is devoted and committed to follow their dreams. 
Credit goes to Dr Laksamba that many Gurkhas have since followed 
this path.

	 Dr Laksamba was the co-founder of the Centre for Nepal 
Studies UK and led the first census initiative which was able to muster 
near to accurate figures of all Nepalis settled in the UK; this remains 
a very valuable tool. This was followed by a book on Gurkhas and 
their plight through thorough analysis which highlights the Gurkha 
problems, the roles played by the various ex-Gurkha organisations 
and even suggesting academic solutions to the problems.

	 He was a man who was never tired of challenges and hard 
work or working long hours. I have quoted only two of the major 
aspects of his achievements following retirement from the Army, 
while he was involved in a broad variety of such studies.

	 I salute this remarkable gentleman and the family's strong 
support which attributed to making him the man he became.

ii
Tikendra Dal Dewan, JP, is a retired Major of the Gurkha Services in the British 
Army. He is also Chairperson of the British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS).
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Chandra Laksamba: A Campaigner 
for Gurkha Rights

Gyan Sherchan

Dr Laksamba initially served at the clerical department of the 
Brigade of Gurkhas in the British army.  He became a Colour 
Sergeant and finished his army career as an instructor in the medical 
wing at the Keog Barracks. He pursued his PhD studies while he 
was still serving in the army as an instructor. 
	 He was very interested in the issues of Gurkha rights when 
he was still serving in the army. At that time Gurkha Army Ex-
Servicemen's Organisation (GEASO) had launched a campaign 
for equal pensions for the Gurkhas. He was directly or indirectly 
involved with the GEASO, a team of GAESO came to the UK in 
2003 for a court case hearing, Dr Laksamba was very close with 
the GEASO legal advisor Gopal Shiwakoti Chintan and Chairman 
Padam Gurung, meeting them regularly. The court case hearing at 
the High Court lasted for 3 days which we also attended.
	 I knew late Dr Chandra Laksamba more closely from the 
early 2000s, when Gurkhas' campaigns for rights to reside, and 
equality of pensions and welfare began in the UK. Chandra had 
been involved in this campaign quite heavily.  We came together to 
establish the British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) in 2004. The 
BGWS property was bought in Farnborough and it is still owned by 
the organisation. 
	 During the early campaigns, Chandra played a key role in 
liaising with solicitor, Mr Tim Heaver, who was also a founder of 
the BGWS, and some politicians. The BGWS organised a protest 

25
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rally at the Home Office in Liverpool. Chandra was also one of the 
negotiators at the meeting with Home Office at the time. Following 
this meeting, in September 2004, the British Government made an 
announcement allowing all Gurkhas and their dependants, who were 
present in the UK and could prove a link to the country, the right 
of settle.  With no hesitation, fair share of the credit of this success 
should also go to late Dr Laksamba. 
	 Dr Laksamba remained active to certain extent in the Gurkha 
justice campaign and supported various ex-Gurkha groups over 
the time. However, he also supported various other organisations 
including the Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA) UK where 
he was elected as a Vice-Chairman for one term. He initiated a 
census of the Nepalis living in UK in collaboration with researchers, 
such as Dr Krishna Adhikari, and produced the first book on the 
Nepalis in the UK and distributed it in the Nepali community in the 
UK.
	 Dr Laksamba was also very interested and, thus, partially 
involved in Nepal's politics. That is one reason why he decided to go 
back to Nepal, where he started teaching subjects of his expertise. 
	 Dr Laksamba's and my family have become very close 
friends since our involvement in the Gurkha campaigns in early 
2000s. Similarly, our sons have become friends and started playing 
football together since their young age.  
	 Dr Laksamba was a very active in all aspects of life 
concerning the Nepali society in the UK. He is greatly missed; it 
was an early and unexpected departure. I wish his departed soul to 
rest in peace in heaven and pray to the god to provide power to his 
family to stay strong.

ii
Gyan Sherchan is a retired British Gurkha, and lives in the UK

.
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Section E: 	 Diverse professional dimensions  
and civic participation

	 ax'cfoflds k];fut kIf / gful/s ;xeflutf

Pgcf/Pgsf rGb| nS;Daf

8f= s[i0f pkfWofo

rGb| nS;Daf Û 

of] gfd d;Fu hf]l8g] sf/0f cg]sg\ 5g\ . g]kfndf x'Fbf xfdL Pp6} /fhg}lts 
kl/jf/leq lyof}F . To;kl5 s}of}F jif{kl5 nG8gsf] Pp6f v'nf /fhgLlts 
;efdf -@))#÷@))$ lt/_ ld;]n kmf]s'sf] p4/0f;lxt qmdeª\utfsf] 
af/]df rrf{ ub}{ u/]sf] ;'g]F . Toltv]/ yfxf eof] nueu xfdL Pp6} ljrf/ 
;d"xdf /x]5f}F . To;lbg d}n] nS;DafhLsf] af}l4stfsf] clegj kf6f] b]v]F . 
To;kl5 xfdL ;Fu} x'g ;do nfu]g . /fhf 1fg]Gb|sf] zf;gsf] ;'?jftL lbgdf 
To;sf] k|ltsf/ ug]{ qmddf ljb]zdf ;a}eGbf klxn] …;f]ln8fl/6L g]kfnÚ gfdsf] 
;+:yf v8f ul/Psf] lyof] . g]kfnsf To; a]nfsf ;a} kf6L{x¿sf] k|ltlglw 
ePsf] Tof] ;+:yfdf dfgj clwsf/sf] If]qdf /x]sf] sf/0fn] dnfO{ ;+of]hg ug{ 
elgPsf] lyof] . To;sf sfo{qmd / 5nkmnx¿df :juL{o nS;Dafsf] cy{k"0f{ 
of]ubfg x'g] ub{Yof] . 

	 To;kl5 a]nfotdf :yfkgf ePsf] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL ;+3 
-Pgcf/PgP_ sf] tby{ ;ldltdf w]/}hgf ToxL ;f]ln8fl/6Ldf sfd u/]sf 
ldqx¿ x'g'x'GYof], sf]xL cGoqaf6 klg x'g'x'GYof] . dxGy >]i7sf] g]t[Tjdf 
u7g ePsf] Tof] ;ldltdf d ;x;+of]hssf] ¿kdf lyPF . nS;DafhL ;b:osf] 
¿kdf x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFsf] ;fbuLkgf, ;f}Do / zfGt :jefj / kl/kSj lg0f{o ug]{ 
:jefjsf sf/0f czf]s >]i7sf] g]t[Tjdf ag]sf] k|yd lgjf{lrt ;ldltdf pxfF 
pkfWoIf kbdf lgjf{lrt x'g'eof] . Tolta]nf d}n] dxf;lrjsf] ¿kdf jxf;Fu 
;xsfo{ ug]{ cj;/ kfPF .  

@^
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	 Tof] a]nf g]kfnsf] /fhgLlt ljlzi6 cj:yfdf lyof] . /fhfsf] 
zf;gkl5 kf6L{x¿ ;+ljwfg lgdf{0fsf] 5nkmndf lyP . xfdL Pgcf/PgPsf] 
tkm{af6 å}w gful/stfsf] ;jfndf a[xt 5nkmn / cGtlqm{of ;~rfng 
ul//x]sf lyof}F . To;} k|of]hgsf] lgldQ xfdLn] nG8gdf Pp6f a[xt sfo{qmdsf] 
cfof]hgf u¥of}F}+ . g]kfnsf ;a} kf6L{x¿nfO{ cfdlGqt u¥of}F}+ . tTsfnLg 
;efd'v ;'ef;rGb| g]Djfªnufot Tolta]nf ev{/ ;fj{hlgs ePsf dfcf]jfbL 
g]tf s[i0faxfb'/ dx/f, g]kfnL sfª\u|];sf g]tf /fdrGb| kf}8]n, g]skf Pdfn]sf 
g]tf k|lbk g]kfnnufot ;a} kf6L{sf k|d'v ;r]tsx¿ ;xefuL x'g'x'GYof] . 
:juL{o nS;Dafn] s'zntfk"j{s b'O{6f k|d'v e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{'ePsf] lyof] . 
klxnf] t pxfFsf] dfWodaf6 s}of}F g]tfx¿ cfdlGqt ul/of] . bf]>f] pxfFn] Tof] 
sfo{qmddf Pgcf/Pgsf] tkm{af6 ul/g] k|:t'lt / sfo{qmdsf] 9fFrfsf] ;DaGwdf 
dxŒjk"0f{ of]ubfg ug{'eof] . pxfF nufot cGo w]/} ;fyLx¿sf] sf/0fn] kf6L{ 
g]t[Tju0f å}w gful/stf;DaGwL ljifodf ;sf/fTds cleJolQm lbg / k|lt1f 
ug{ afWo ePsf lyP . To;kl5sf cg]s kmf]/dx¿df o; ljifodf pxfFsf] 
of]ubfg /lx/Xof] .

	 nS;DafhLsf] a]nfotsf] :yflgo ;d'bfodf csf]{ Pp6f kl/ro 5 / 
lyof] . Tof] pxfFsf] hLjgsf] dL7f] / cgf}7f] ;+of]u lyof] . pxfF a]nfotL ;]gfdf 
x'g'x'GYof] / pxfF k|f1 -ljBfjfl/lw_ u/]sf] JolQm x'g'x'GYof] . o;n] uf]vf{x¿sf] 
lardf c¿sf] eGbf km/s 7fpF klg agfPsf] lyof] . Pgcf/Pgsf nflu of] 
Pp6f ;Dkbf g} eof] . oxL sf/0f lyof], e"tk"j{ ;]gfsf] ;d'bfodf Pgcf/PgnfO{ 
:yflkt ug{ pxfF nufot l;/L lnDa"h:tf c¿ ;fyLx¿sf] ljz]if e"ldsf 
/xg' . xfd|f] sfo{sfndf g} Pgcf/Pgdf uf]vf{ ;d'bfosf] ;b:otf XjfQ} a9]sf] 
lyof] . o;n] Pgcf/Pg ;a} g]kfnLsf] ;+:yf xf] eGg] ;G+b]z klg lbof] . 

	 csf]{ ;fx|} dxŒjk"0f{ ljifo eg]sf] uf]vf{sf] k]G;g ljifo klg 
Pgcf/Pgsf] ljifoj:t' ag]sf] lyof] xfd|f] sfo{sfndf . ;fdfGotof ;a}n] of] 
ljifo ;d]l6g'k5{ eGg] ts{ /fVYof}F . t/ rGb|hLsf ts{x¿ a8f ulx/f x'Gy] . 
Pp6f a}7sdf pxfFn] a]nfotdf ePsf g]kfnLx¿sf] hg;ª\Vof ts{;lxt 
cufl8 ;fg{'eof] . uf]vf{sf] / To;;Fu ;DalGwt ;d'bfosf] ;jf{lwstfsf] 
ljifo lgsfNg'eof] . “ltgLx¿n] g]kfnL ;d'bfonfO{ k|ltlglwTj u5{g\ . 
To;}n] uf]vf{n] ef]u]sf ;d:of g]kfnLx¿sf] Pp6f d'Vo ;d:of xf], / To;nfO{ 
Pgcf/Pgn] k|fyldstfsf] ;"rLdf /fVg' kb{5 .Æ rGb|hLsf] Tof] csf6\o ts{ 
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Pgcf/Pgsf] lglDt uf]vf{ 'ch]G8f' agfpg] Pp6f ultnf] of]ubfgsf] ¿kdf lng 
;lsG5 . 

 	 Pgcf/Pgsf] k|yd ;Dd]ngkl5 a]nfotleq /x]sf] Pp6f ;d:ofsf] 
af/]df Wofgfsif{0f ePsf] lyof] . Tof] lyof] a]nfotleq g]kfnL klxrfg . 
a]nfotdf /x]sf c¿ ;d'bfoh:t} g]kfnLx¿sf] slt, sxfF, s], s:tf] pkl:ylt 
5 eGg] olsg lyPg . To;}n] k6s k6s a}7sx¿df tYofª\s lng] ljifodf 
5nkmn x'GYof] / cGttM Tof] sfd g]kfnLx¿af6} ug]{ lg0f{o ul/of] . nS;Daf 
;Dj4 /xg'ePsf] ;]G6/ km/ g]kfn :6l8h -;LPgP;_ o's]nfO{ Tof] lhDdf 
lbOof], Tof] klg pxfFs} ljz]if cfu|xdf . sf/0f lyof] ToxfF g]kfnL lj1 / 
k|f1x¿ x'g' . Tof] ;+:yfn] Pgcf/Pgsf nflu of] k|sNk klg k"/f uof]{ 8f= 
uf]ljGb bfxfnsf] g]t[Tjdf . ;'/]Gb| >]i7 / 8f= /fh' >]i7sf] klg pNn]Vo of]ubfg 
/Xof] . o;sf] 7'nf] >]o nS;Dafdf g} hfG5 .

	 rGb|hL cg'zf;gsf] s'/f] dfq ug{' x'Gg lyof] . cfkm}F klg Ps 
cg'zfl;t Pgcf/Pg g]tf x'g'x'GYof] . a}7sx¿sf] lg0f{o k|s[ofdf xf];\ jf 
To;nfO{ sfof{Gjog ug]{ ljifodf xf];\ pxfF ;w}F ;r]t /xg'x'GYof] . To;}n] 
To;kl5 Pgcf/Pgleq cfPsf ljv08gsf/L lqmofsnfk, lju|x, dt–dtfGt/ 
x'Fbf pxfF ;w}F ;dGjosf/L e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{'x'GYof] . ;Demgf /xL/xg] ldq 
rGb|hLnfO{ d]/f] efjk"0f{ >4fGhln .   

ii

8f=s[i0f pkfWofon] ;f]cf;\, nG8g ljZjljBfnoaf6 ljBfjfl/lw ug{'ePsf] 5 . xfn pxfF 
:jtGq k/fdz{bftfsf] ¿kdf sfd ug{'x'G5 . 
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ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf ;+:yfks 
;b:o rGb|

ljho k|sfz y]j]

:juL{o rGb| nS;Daf a]nfotsf] g]kfnL ;dfhdf kl/lrt / :yflkt JolQmTj 
x'g'x'GYof] . pxfFFsf] ldng;f/ cfrf/, ;/n :jefj / zfnLg JolQmTj xfdLlar 
cem} hLjGt 5 . 

	 ;dfh / ;d'bfosf] pGglt / k|ultdf ;w}F lrGtf / rf;f] /fVg] 
pxfFFsf] :jefj lyof] . o;sf] ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf] u7gdf pxfFFsf] 
nugzLntf / ;lqmotfaf6 :ki6 x'G5 . oqtq 5l/P/ /x]sf lnDa" ;d'bfonfO{ 
Ps ;'qdf hf]8\g ;Ë7gsf] cfjZostf lyof] . of] p2]Zo k"lt{sf nflu 8f= 
rGb| nS;Dafsf] kxndf xfdL s]xL ;fyLx¿sf] ljrf/ ljdz{kZrft ;Ë7g 
lgdf{0f ug]{ lg0f{odf ;xdlt eof] . ;Ë7gsf] d'Vo p2]Zo  lnDa"x¿sf] xs 
/ lxt ;+/If0f ug]{, lgoldt e]nfsf] Joj:yf ug]{, ;'v b'Mvdf Ps csf{nfO{ 
;xof]u ug]{ d'Vo lyof] . 

	 ;a} k|f/lDes sfo{x¿, h:t} e]nfsf] cfof]hgf ug]{, o's]df a;f]af; 
ug]{ ;a}nfO{ ;Dks{ ug]{, ;Ë7g ;~rfngsf nflu ljlw / ljwfgsf] d:of}bf 
tof/ kfg]{ cflb ;a} sfo{x¿sf] Joj:yfkg ug]{ lhDd]jf/L d'Vo¿kdf 8f= 
rGb| nS;Dafn] lhDdf lng'ePsf] lyof] . cGTodf @ cui6 @))# df o's]sf] 
;N;a/Ldf lnDa" ;d'bfosf] k|yd e]nf eof] . e]nfdf k|fo ;a} lnDa"x¿sf] 
pkl:ylt lyof] . pQm e]nfn] >L v8\sh+u lnDa" cfª\af]xfªsf] cWoIftfdf 
sfo{;ldlt ;fy} ljhok|sfz y]j], >LdtL 8f= ljgf y]j], 8f=kmf}b/fh y]j], 8f= 

@&
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rGb| nS;Daf, 9'08L/fh vfk'ª kfFr hgfsf] ;Nnfxsf/ ;ldlt rog u/]sf] 
lyof] . 

	 cfh ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's] s]Gb|, If]q / zfvfx¿;d]t u/L 
Jofks lj:tf/ ePsf] 5 . r'Dn'ªn] ;fdflhs ;Ë7gsf] x}l;otn] ug'{kg]{ ;a} 
bfloTjx¿ ;lqmo ¿kaf6 ub}{ cfPsf] 5 . 8f= rGb| nS;DafnfO{ ls/fFt ofSy'ª 
r'Dn'ª o's]sf] ;'?jft ug]{ ;lqmo cleoGtf ;fy} ;+:yfks ;Nnfxsf/sf] 
¿kdf ;w}F ;Demgf ul/g] 5 .   

ii

ljho k|sfz y]j] g]kfnsf k"j{ dGqL x'g'x'G5 / xfn pxfF ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª a]nfotsf] 
k"j{ ;Nnfxsf/ x'g'x'G5 . 
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;Gbe{ ls/fFt ofKy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]M

Ps k|fl1s cleefjssf] ;Ddfg / ;Demgfdf

u0f]z Ohd

8f= rGb| nS;DafHo"n] dxfk|:yfg ;'? ug{'ePsf] b'O{ jif{ k'Ug nfUof] . ljZjel/ 
km}lnPsf] sf]le8 dxfdf/Ln] xfdL w]/}nfO{ w]/} cy{df 6'x'/f] agfPsf] 5 . 
o's]df /x]sf tdfd g]kfnLx¿ / vf;u/L o's]jf;L ofSy'ªx¿df 8f= rGb| 
nS;DafHo"sf] lkmlt{ lagfsf] k|:yfgn] Ps k|fl1s cleefjs u'dfP/ 6'x'/f] 
ePsf] dx;'; ePsf] 5 . 

	 pxfFFn] g]kfn cWoog s]Gb| a]nfot -;LPgP; o's]_ xf];\ jf u}/ 
cfjf;Lo g]kfnL ;+3 o's] -Pgcf/PgP o's]_, tfKn]h'ª ;dfh xf];\ jf o's]df 
k|sflzt x'g] o'/f]ksf] g]kfnL kq, kl5Nnf] ;do g]kfndf klxnf] rf]6L :yfkgf 
/ ;~rfngdf cfPsf] cf]kg o'lgel;{6L xf];\ jf n'lDagL af}4 ljZjljBfnosf] 
l;g]6, egf}F k/ k/ w]/} k/;Dd lkmFlhP/ ;dfhsf nflu cfkm"nfO{ clk{t ub}{ 
ug{'ePsf] cguGtL of]ubfgsf ljleGg kf6fx¿ ;a} of] 5f]6f] n]vf]6df ;d]6\g 
;Dej g} 5}g . pxfFFsf sd{x¿ ;txdf plePsf ;'Gb/ ejgsf] :j¿k x]/]/ 
dfq b]lvGg . To;sf] hu / ;'/ ;'/df /flvPsf ;'/] 9'+ufx¿df vf]lhP dfq 
b]Vg ;lsG5 a'‰g ;lsG5 . d ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ªsf] ;Gbe{df 8f= rGb| 
nS;DafHo"n] 5f]8L /fVg'ePsf] gf;f]x¿sf] ;Gbe{ dfq oxfF rrf{ ub}{5' . 

@*



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

115

ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª -lsofr'_sf] ;'/] 9'Ëf 

sl/a b'O{ bzs otf o's]df :yfoL a;f]af;sf nflu ofSy'ªx¿sf] cfudg 
;'? eof] . ofSy'ªx¿ :yfoL¿kn] a;f]af; ug{ yfn]kl5 ;'?cftL lbgx¿df 
d/f]k/f]df ;/;xof]usf] cfjZostfnfO{ Wofgdf /fvL ;g\ @))# df ;N;a/L 
eGg] 7fpFdf ofSy'ªx¿sf] e]nf ;DkGg u/L ljlwjt\ ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ªsf] 
:yfkgf ul/of] . ljleGg If]qsf ofSy'ªx¿sf] pkl:yltdf :yfkgf ul/Psf] o; 
;+:yfsf] xfn !^ cf]6f zfvfx¿ u7g eO{ lgoldt ;~rfngdf /x]sf 5g\ . 
of] ;+:yfn] o's]el/sf ofSy'ªx¿sf] b'Mvdf ;xof]u / v';Lsf nflu ljleGg 
sfo{qmdx¿ ub}{ cfPsf] 5 . of] ;+:yf x/]s sf]0faf6 lxhf]eGbf cfh k|ult 
pGd'v 5 . ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf] :yfkgfsf nflu huxfNg] / ;'/] 
9'Ëf uf8\g] sfd 8f= rGb| nS;Dafn] ug{'eof] eGbf cltzof]lQm gxf]nf . Tof] 
P]ltxfl;s e]nf pxfFFn] g} ;+of]hg ug{'ePsf] lyof] . 

r'Dn'ª b]gsf] cfly{s ;+sngsf] cfwf/ 

8f nS;DafHo"n] ;LPgP; o's]sf] :yfkgf / To;df lqmofzLn eO 
o's]sf] g]kfnL ;dfhsf nflu dxŒjk"0f{ cfwf/ :yfkgfsf nflu g]kfnLx¿sf] 
tYofªs ;Íng ug]{ sfddf cfkm"nfO{ clk{g' eof] . ofSy'ª x'g'ePsf] gftfn] 
;a} ofSy'ªx¿nfO{ pQm k|lqmofdf ;fd]n u/fpg clwstd k|of; ug{'eof] . 
kmn:j¿k w]/} ofSy'ªx¿nfO{ tYofÍdf b]Vg kfOof] . tTsfnLg ls/fFt ofSy'ª 
r'Dn'ª o's] s]Gb|Lo sfo{;ldltn] ;+:yfsf nflu Ps r'Dn'ª lxd -xfn kl/jlt{t 
:j¿k / k|of]hgsf] r'Dn'ª b]g_ vl/b ug]{ dxŒjk"0f{ sbd rfNof] . r'Dn'ª 
b]g vl/b sfo{ ;kmn kfg{ cfjZos cy{ ;Íngsf nflu 8f=nS;Dafsf] 
cu'jfO{df o's]jf;L ofSy'ªx¿sf] tYofÍ ;Íng eO ;f]sf cfwf/df k|To]s 
ofSy'ª kl/jf/n] Go"gtd #&% kfp08 lbPdf r'Dn'ª b]g vl/b ug{ ;lsg] 
cfwf/ aGof] . ;f]xLadf]lhd xfn r'Dn'ª b]gsf nflu Go"gtd #&% kfp08 
lng] sfo{ eO/x]sf] 5 .

Pstfsf] d"n s8L 

ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf] ;fË7flgs hLjgdf Ps k6s Hofb} cK7of/f] 
;do cfof] . nG8g If]qleq b'O{ cf]6f zfvfx¿ lqmofzLn lyP . ;fpy j]:6 
nG8g / ;fpy Oi6 nG8g . ;do qmddf ;fpy O:6 nG8g zfvfn] u|]6/ nG8g 
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zfvf u7gsf nflu s]Gb|df k|:tfj k]z u¥of] . u|]6/ nG8g gfd;lxt ljleGg 
txut ;fË7flgs ;+/rgf /xg] u/L k|:tfj ul/Psf] lyof] . pQm k|:tfljt 
zfvfsf] k|:tfljt gfdn] ;d]6\g] If]q leq} csf]{ zfvf lqmofzLn /x]sfn] 
ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's] s]Gb|Lo sfo{ ;ldltnfO{ pQm k|:tfj :jLsf/ ug{ 
cK7of/f] kg{ uof] . 

	 nfdf] ;dosf] 5nkmndf klg s'g} 6'Ëf]df gk'u]sf] / x/]s k6ssf 
a}7sx¿df o;} ljifodfly tftf] ax; ePsf] x'gfn] tTsfflng cf7f}+ sfo{ 
;ldltn] 'RofK6/ Snf]h' ug]{ lg0f{o u¥of] . u|]6/ nG8g zfvf gfdfs/0f ug{ 
k|:tfj ug]{ kIfn] cfkm\gf] s'/fsf] ;'g'jfO{ gx'g] ePkl5 csf]{ r'Dn'ª :yfkgf ug{ 
nfu]sf] rrf{ x'g yfNof] / To;sf] 3f]if0ff ug]{ ldlt -h'nfO{ !! ;g\ @)!%_ ;d]t 
to ul/Psf] hfgsf/L cfof] . To;} ;dosf] ;]/f]km]/f]df ofSy'ª dlxnfx¿sf] 
;+:yf dfªu]Ggf r'Dn'ªsf] ;d]t :yfkgf ul/of] . t/ dfªu]Ggf r'Dn'ªsf] :yfkgf 
rflxF ;+of]u dfq klg x'g ;S5 . o; af/]df ;DalGwtkIfx¿n] g} cfˆgf] ;+:yfsf] 
Oltxf; n]vg bf}/fgdf pNn]v ug{' x'g]5 . o's]sf] r'Dn'ª ljefhgsf] ;‹f/df 
k'u]kl5 ;g\ @)!% sf] h'nfO{ % ut] 8f= rGb| nS;DafHo"n] kmfg{af/f]l:yt 
gd:t] df6{sf] xndf b'j} kIf;lxt xfdLnfO{ klg lgdGq0ff u/L Ps e]nfsf] 
cfof]hgf ug{'eof] . pQm e]nfn] b'O{ kIflar ;Djfbsf nflu dfggLo k"j{ dGqL 
ljhok|sfz y]j]Ho"sf] g]t[Tjdf O{Zj/ cfªa'xfª, u0f]z Ohd, pQ/dfg ltu]nf 
/ v'zL lnDa" /x]sf] % ;b:oLo ;xhstf{ 6f]nL agfof] / pQm 6f]nLsf] cg'/f]w 
/ k|of;sf] kmn:j¿k g} !! tfl/v x'g] elgPsf] r'Dn'ª ljefhgsf] 3f]if0ff 
ePg . cf7f}F sfo{;ldltn] km]l/ ;Djfbsf nflu 'RofK6/ cf]kg' u/L r'Dn'ª 
ljefhg x'gaf6 aRof] . 8f= rGb| nS;Dafn] lgefpg'ePsf] cleefjsTjn] g} 
cfh;Dd r'Dn'ª Ps l9Ssf 5 . pxfFFn] cf]em]nd} a;]/ r'Dn'ª dfq xf]Og cGo 
ljleGg ;+3 ;+:yfx¿df dxŒjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng'ePsf] lyof] . pxfFFsf] kl/kSj 
cleefjsTjsf] cefj nfdf] ;do;Dd v6\sL g} /xg] 5 .

cfˆg} uGyg / dgsf] ufF7f]

d sf]le8sf] klxnf] 5fndf k/L !( lbg;Dd cfOl;o'df latfPF / 7\ofSs} 
Ps dlxgfdf 3/ kmls{PF . bfO;Fu kmf]gdf eofgs clg cgf}7f] cg'ejaf/] 
nfdf] s'/fsfgL x'GYof] . sf]/f]gfsf] cfsf/ o;sf] k|s[lt / k|j[lQ, pkrf/sf 
k|;Ë / gofF tYox¿af/] ldxLg s'/fsfgL x'GYof] . xf};nf lbO/xg' x'GYof] . s]xL 
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;dokl5 kmf]gdf s'/fsfgL sd eof] . d cfˆg} ;'/;f/df Jo:t x'g yfn]F / bfO 
klg Jo:t x'g'eof] xf]nf eG7fg]F . crfgs pxfFF xfdLaf6 6fl9g'ePsf] va/ 
kfpFbf :tJw ePF . pxfFF sf]le8af6 ;ª\qmldt ePsf] ;dodf s'/f ug{ klg 
kfOPg . s'/fsfgLn] tflTjs km/s gk/] klg bfOnfO{ s]xL ;xh agfpg ;s]sf] 
eP klg wGo x'g ;lsGYof] eGg] nflu/xG5 . dgdf ufF7f] /lx/Xof] . pxfFF sltsf] 
efUo aGg'eof], sltsf] eljio agfpg' eof], sltsf] lxt}sf] ;fyL, sltsf] 
hLjg ;f/yL aGg'eof] . bfOk|lt xflb{s >4f ;'dg .

ii

u0f]z Ohd ls/fFt ofSy'ª r'Dn'ª o's]sf] k"j{ dxf;lrj / xfn s]Gb|Lo pkfWoIf x'g'x'G5 . 
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;Gbe{ tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's] M

8f= rGb| nS;DafM c Dofg jLy c  
Jo"6Lkm"n ;f]n

d]= -l/=_ e'jfgL kGwfs

tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's]sf] tkm{af6 d]/f cgGo ldq :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Dafk|lt 
xflb{s >4f;'dg;lxt s]xL s'/f /fVg kfpg' d]/f] nflu ;f}efUo xf] eGg] 7fg]sf] 
5' . xfdL b'j}hgf nfdf] ;do;Dd la|l6z kmf];{ / Pp6} kN6g ';]e]Gy uf]vf{ 
/fOkmN;'df ;Fu} sfd u¥of}F}+ . t/ ;}Go hLjgsfndf xfdLn] Ps cfk;df xfd|f] 
;fOgf], ;DaGw s] s;f] kg]{ xf] ;f]sf] af/]df slxn] klg v'n]/ 5nkmn s'/fsfgL 
u/]gf}F . slxn]sfxLF e]6 x'Fbf xfdL Ps cfk;df cToGt} cfb/;Ddfgsf ;fy 
af]nrfn tyf ;}Go hLjgsf af/]df s'/f uYof}{F .  

	 ;}Go hLjgaf6 cjsfz k|fKt u/]kl5 xfdL b'j} hgf a]nfotdf g} 
a;f]af; u¥of}F}+ . o;} qmddf tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's]n] ;g\ @)!^ df cfof]hgf 
u/]sf] Ps sfo{qmddf xfd|f] e]6 eof] . ;f] e]6df xfdLn] ;}Go hLjgb]lv 
kfl/jfl/s hLjgsf af/]df 5nkmn ug]{ qmddf pxfFFn] nS;Daf, nS;d / 
nf]Qmfd Pp6} xf] eGg] s'/f] /fVg'eof] . d]/L cfdf klg -d]/f dfjnL_ nS;d 
ePsf] x'gfn] …To;f] xf] eg] tkfO{ d]/f] dfjnL kg{' ef] Û ca ;fO{gf] ;DaGw s] 
kl/Pnf <Ú egL 5nkmn ubf{ pxfFF d]/f] dfdf kg{'eof] . To;}n] Tof] lbgb]lv pxfFF 
jiff}{F nfdf] kN6lgofF ;fyLnfO{ dfdf eGg ;'? u/]F . 

@(
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	 :juL{o 8f= rGb| nS;Daf deGbf s]xL cufl8 ;}Goaf6 cjsfz 
lnP/ a]nfotd} a:g ;'? ug{'eof] . Tof] ;dodf a]nfotdf g]kfnaf6 cfpg]x¿ 
sd} dfq lyP / l/6fo8{ eP/ ot} a;f]af; ug]{x¿sf] ;+Vof klg vf;} Tolt 
lyPg . a]nfotdf Tolta]nf ;d:t g]kfnLx¿sf] ;ª\Vof klg sDtL g} ePsf]n] 
Ps cfk;df e}kl/cfpg] ;d:ofdf ;/–;xof]usf nflu tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's] 
:yfkgf ePsf] lyof] . ;b}j ;]jfdf tTk/ /xg] :juL{o 8f= nS;Dafsf] ;dfhnfO{ 
g]t[Tj ug]{ pTs6 rfxgf lyof] . pxfFFn] ;dfhsf] lg/Gt/ b'O{ sfo{sfn cWoIf 
/x]/ ;g\ @))* b]lv @)!# ;Dd g]t[Tj k|bfg ug'{eof] . pxfFFsf] sfo{sfndf 
;+:yfnfO{ Rofl/6L sld;gdf btf{ ub}{ ;+:yfnfO{ a]nfotL g]kfnL ;dfhdf 
pbfx/0fLo / ;d:t lhNnfaf;Lsf nflu ;femf d"n 3/ / d"n vDafsf] ¿kdf 
:yflkt ug{'eof] . o;/L pxfFFnfO{ :d/0f ul//xFbf pxfFFn] ug{'ePsf] pbfx/0fLo 
sfdx¿ d]/f] dfg;k6ndf ;b}j 5fO/xG5 .

	 ;g\ @)!# sf] ;]K6]Da/df cfˆgf] sfo{sfn ;kmn¿kdf ;DkGg u/L nIdL 
l3l;ªnfO{ cWoIfsf] lhDd]jf/L ;'lDkP/ pxfFF ;Nnfxsf/sf ¿kdf /xg'eof] . 
;dfhn] ;g\ @)!$ df a]nfotdf a;f]af; ul//x]sf x/]s tfKn]h'ªaf;Lx¿sf] 
;/;xof]uaf6 ;d:t lhNnfaf;x¿sf] lxtsf nflu tfKn]h'ª lhNnf 
c:ktfnsf nflu k'/fgf] c:ktfn ejg 5]pdf Ps ejg agfpg] lg0f{o 
u¥of] . pQm ejg lgdf{0fsf nflu ;dfhn] dnfO{ kl/of]hgf Joj:yfks / 
8f= nS;DafnfO{ kl/of]hgf kl/sNkgfsf/sf] ¿kdf lgo'Qm u/]sf] lyof] . of] 
k|f]h]S6sf] lhDd]jf/L xfdL b'O{ hgfdf cfPkl5 xfdL emg} glhs /x]/ kl/of]hgf 
s;/L ;kmn agfpg] eGg] af/]df e]63f6, 5nkmn ug{ yfNof}F . a]nfotL 
Jo:t hLjgdf cfˆgf] sfd klg ug}{ kg]{, afFFsL km';{bsf] ;do cem o;f] 
egf}F kl/jf/;Fu /Dg], 3'Dg] ;donfO{ s6fP/ ;dfhsf] sfddf xfdL lg/Gt/ 
nflu/Xof}F . tfKn]h'ª ahf/sf] hUufsf] d"No sf7df8fF}s} xf/fxf/Ldf dxËf] 
lyof] . ejg agfpg] lg0f{o kfl/t u/L pQm kl/of]hgfsf] lhDd]jf/L xfdLnfO{ 
;'lDkotf klg ahf/ If]qdf ejg lgdf{0fsf nflu 38]/L lsGg 7'nf] r'gf}tL v8f 
ePsf] lyof] .

	 ;dfhsf] Go"g ah]6, tfKn]h'ª ahf/ If]qsf] cfsflzPsf] 38]/Lsf] d"No 
/ xfdL;F+u ePsf] /sdn] 38]/L vl/b ug{ dfq klg d'l:sn kl//x]sf] lg:;fl;Fbf] 
l:yltdf tfKn]h'ªsf tTsfnLg k|d'v lhNnf clwsf/Lsf] cWoIftfdf 
pkef]Qmf, Jofkf/L, ;j{;fwf/0f tyf ljleGg /fhg}lts bnsf k|ltlglwx¿ 
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/x]sf] ;j{bnLo a}7s /fv]/ c:ktfn 5]psf] sl/a rf/ cfgf ;/sf/L hUuf 
ejg lgdf{0fsf nflu Joj:yfkg ul/Psf] lyof] . 8f= nS;Dafsf] of] k|of;n] 
7'nf] /sd ejg lgdf{0fsf nflu art x'g k'u]sf] lyof] . 8f= nS;Dafsf] of] 
ljj]]sk"0f{ sbd d]/f] dfg;k6ndf dfq geO{ tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's]sf nflu 
la;{g} g;lsg] u/L pxfFFn] lbg'ePsf] of]ubfg xf] eGg] dnfO{ nfUb5 . of] ejg 
lgdf{0f ;DkGg ePkl5 pxfFFs} ;Nnfxcg';f/ of] ejgsf] gfd ætfKn]h'ª–o's] 
ejgæ /flvPsf] 5 / d JolQmut¿kdf klg oxfFx¿ ;a}}nfO{ Psk6s tfKn]h'ª 
lhNnf e|d0fsf] lgDtf] lbFb}{ lhNnf c:ktfnsf] kl/;/df /x]sf] of] ejg klg 
lg/LIf0f ul/lbg x'g cg'/f]w ub{5' . ToxfF xfdL ;d:t lhNnfaf;Lx¿sf] dfof 
/ efjgf af]s]/ tkfO{ xfdL ;a}nfO{ k|tLIff ul//x]em}F cfef; x'G5 .

	 ;g\ @)!^ df ePsf] ejg x:tfGt/0f sfo{qmddf ;dfhsf tTsfnLg 
cWoIf nIdL l3l;ª, 8f= rGb| nS;Daf, dnufot lhNnfsf sl/a #)) 
b]lv $)) hgfsf] xf/fxf/Ldf cToGt} pT;fxhgs pkl:ylt /x]sf] lyof] . 
ejg x:tfGt/0f sfo{qmddf 8f= nS;Dafn] xfdL ;a}nfO{ ;+of]hg ug{'ePsf] 
lyof] . To;}n] pxfFFn] pQm sfo{qmddf g]kfnL kf]zfs bf}/f–;'?jfn nfP/ cfpg' 
kg]{ pbL{ hf/L ug{'ePsf] lyof] . nfdf] ;do;Dd ;}Go hLjgdf /x]sf] x'gfn] s'g} 
klg sfo{qmddf …8«];–sf]8Ú / …x's'dÚ nfO{ d}n] JolQmut¿kdf klg /fd|/L a'em]s} 
lyPF t/ cfkm";Fu g]kfnL kf]zfs bf}/f–;'?jfn tof/L gePsf] / sfo{qmd t'¿Gt} 
ePsf]n] g]kfnL kf]zfs tof/ kfg{ dnfO{ cfdL{ efiffdf eGg' kbf{ …:6\ofG8 6'Ú 
g} nfu]sf] lyof] . cfˆg} ufpF 3/df bf}/f ;'?jfn nfP/ sfo{qmddf ;xefuL x'g 
kfpFbf v';L t lgs} ePs} lyPF t/ 5f]6f] ;dod} tof/ eP/ pkl:yt x'g' kbf{ 
c;lhnf] klg nflu/x]sf] lyof] . 

	 sfo{qmd ;~rfng ug]{ lhDdf klg 8f= nS;Dafn] g} lng'ePsf] 
lyof] . k|:6¿kdf sfo{qmdsf] ¿k/]vf agfO To;nfO{ k|efjsf/L¿kdf ;~rfng 
ePsf] b]v]/ pkl:yt ;a}sf] jfxL–jfxL pxfFFn] kfpg'ePsf] lyof] . ænfx'/]x¿n] 
klg o:tf] k|efjsf/L¿kdf sfo{qmd ;~rfng ubf]{/x]5g\Ú eGg] 6Lsfl6Kk0fLx¿ 
klg ul/Psf] ;'lgPsf] lyof] . dGtJos} qmddf tfKn]h'ª k'Vof}{nL 3/ eO 
xfn a]nfotdf a;f]af; ul//x]sf a;Gt u'¿ªn] “nfx'/]x¿ aGb's dfq 
;dfpg hfg]sf 5g\ eGg] cfd hgdfg;df /x]sf] wf/0ffnfO{ a]nfotsf] Ps 
ljZjljBfnoaf6 ljBfjfl/lw -kLPr8L_ u/L 8f= nS;Dafn] unt ;flat 
ul/lbPsf]" eGb} “la|l6z uf]vf{x¿dWo] kLPr8L ug]{ la/n} JolQmx¿df pxfFF 
kbf{ ;a} uf]vf{ uf}/jfGjLt ePsf 5f}F" eGg'eof] . 
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ljBfyL{ sfndf xf];\ jf ;}Go hLjgdf, 8f= rGb| nS;Daf hlxn] klg cAan 
bhf{sf] x'g'x'GYof] . s8f cg'zf;gsf] 3]/fleq hLjgsf] clwsf+z ;do 
Joltt ug{'ePtf klg pxfFleq /x]sf] dg slxn] s8f ePg . To;}n] d pxfFFnfO{ 
hlxn] klg …c Dofg jLy c Jo"6Lkm"n ;f]nÚ -cyf{t\ ;kmf dg ePsf] dflg;_ 
eg]/ ;lDemg] ub{5' . pxfFF lhNnfaf;Lsf nflu dfq geP/ k|jf;df a;f]af; 
ul/xg] ;Dk"0f{ g]kfnLx¿sf nflu Ps pbfx/0fLo, ;Ddflgt / slxNo} gla;{g] 
cljid/0fLo gfd ag]/ /xg'ePsf] 5 .

 	 o:tf ljzfn dgsf / af}l4s Ifdtfsf wgL, lhNnfjf;Lx¿sf nflu 
lbnf]Hofg lbP/ nflu kg]{, uf]vf{x¿ lj¿4 h:tf];'s} k|sf/sf] c;dfgtfsf] 
lj¿4df hlxn] klg …k|mG6 nfOgÚ -cu|kª\lt_df pleg] Ps lg8/ JolQmTj clg 
;d:t k|jf;L g]kfnLx¿sf nflu ;Ddflgt JolQmTjsf] b'ef{Uojz cNkfo'd} x'g 
k'u]sf] lgwgn] xfdL ;a}n] cleefjs u'dfPsf 5f}F . tfKn]h'ª ;dfh o's]sf] 
tkm{af6 kl/jf/df efjk"0f{ >4f ;'dg ck{0f ub{5' .

Kn]6 @(=!M rGb| nS;Daf / e'jfgL kGwfs, tfKn]h'ªdf c:ktfn ejg pb3f6gdf . -kmf]6f] sNkgf nS;Daf, 

!( k|m]a'c/L @)!^_ 

ii

e'jfgL kGwfs la|l6z uf]vf ;]gfaf6 ;]jflgj[Q d]h/ x'g'x'G5 . pxfF xfn tfKn]h'ª ;dfh 
o's]sf] ;Nnfxsf/ x'g'x'G5 .
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;Gbe{ a]nfotdf g]kfnL kqsfl/tf M

:d[ltdf 8f= nS;Daf

gjLg kf]v/]n

g]kfn 5Fbf 8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf] gfd kLPr8L xf]N8/ Pshgf af}l4s e"tk"j{ 
uf]vf{sf] ¿kdf ;'g]sf] lyPF . sflGtk'/df pxfFFsf s]xL n]v k9\g] cj;/ klg 
h'/]sf] lyof] . uf]vf{ cfGbf]ngdf :juL{o nS;Dafsf] ;lqmotf rfn kfP/ 
dnfO{ nfUYof] tL JolQm;Fu ;Ët ug{ kfP 1fgu'gsf s]xL s'/f l;lsGYof] ls . 
d]/f] Tof] dgf]sfª\Iff k"/f eof] ha d ;g\ @))^ ;]K6]Da/df ljBfyL{sf ¿kdf 
nG8g plqPF . d kqsfl/tfsf] ljBfyL{ / k];fdf cfj4 eO;s]sf] Ps l;sf? 
kqsf/ lyPF . nG8gdf Toltv]/ kqsf/ s[i0fHjfnf b]jsf]6fn] PSn} …o'/f]ksf] 
g]kfnLkqÚ klqsf lgsfNg ;'? ug{'ePsf] /x]5 . t/, ;ft ;d''b|kf/ cfP/ cfkm}F 
n]cfp6, cfkm}F ;fdu|L h'6fO klqsf afF8\g];Ddsf] sfd ;xh lyPg . s]xL  
cª\skl5 pQm klqsf k|sfzgdf lj>fd nfu]sf] yfxf kfPF . 

	 jl/i7 kqsf/ b]jsf]6fn] ;Fu} ldn]/ sfd u/f}F gjLghL eGg] k|:tfj 
u/]kl5 d ;xif{ ToxL klqsfdf hf]l8g k'u]sf] lyPF . la/fgf] 7fpFdf cfkm"n] 
yf]/} ePklg hfg]sf] sfd ug{ kfpFbf d k'nlst gx'g] s'/} ePg . ToxL o'/f]ksf] 
g]kfnLkqsf] k|sfzssf ¿kdf 8f= nS;Daf d]/f] ;fdLKodf cfOk'Ug'eof] . 
Tolta]nf Pp6f ;zQm uf]vf{ ;Ë7g lalh8An'P;af6 nS;Dafn] kqsf/ 
s[i0fHjfnfsf ;fydf klqsfsf] :jfldTj lng'ePsf] lyof] . 

	 gofF Joj:yfkg / ;fh;Hhfdf klqsf lg:sg yfn]kl5 8f= 
nS;Daf;Fu d]/f] lgs6 ;DaGw aGof], Joj;flos / kfl/jfl/s b'j} sf]0faf6 . 

#)
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klqsf lgl:sPsf] lbg efph" sNkgf;Fu} pxfF lk|mDnL 3/af6 nG8g cfpg'ePsf] 
lyof] . To;kl5 pxfFx¿ lgoldt ¿kdf k|];af6 klqsf a6'Ng cfpg yfNg'eof] . 
o;/L cfpFbf nS;Daf bDklQn] d PSnf] dfG5]nfO{ ;w}F s]xL g s]xL vfg]s'/f 
af]s]/ cfpg'x'GYof] . obfsbf dhfsdf pxfFFx¿n] “afx'gsf] 5f]/fn] kf] xf] t 
vfg]" eGb} aª\u'/sf] df;' / lao/ -kmf]:6/_ NofOlbg' x'GYof] . “gjLg ;/ 
nG8gd} lax] ug{'k5{ xfdL s]6L vf]H5f}F+" eGb} lh:sfpg' x'GYof] . Tof] 76\of}nLdf 
pxfFFdf d k|ltsf] lrGtf / rf;f] emlNsPsf] yfxf kfpFy] d . 

	 k"jL{ nG8gl:yt k|];af6 klqsf ;ª\sng u/]kl5 slxn]sfxLF d 
lk|mDnL g} hfGy]F+, nS;Daf lgjf;df . a]n'sf 3/ k'u]/ klqsf kf]i6 ug{ k6\
ofP/ vfdleq xfNg] sfd ub{Yof}F xfdL . kN6gsf cg'ejb]lv o's]df ;+3if{sf 
lbg ;lDemP/ nS;Daf ;/ ulkmPsf] dnfO{ clxn] em}+ nfU5 . ef]lnkN6 kf]i6 
clkm;df klqsf n}hfg]b]lv g]kfnL k;n / ;KtfxGtdf x'g] cg]s sfo{qmddf 
Psd'i6 -aNs_df klqsf afF8\g] xfd|f] lhDd]jf/L ag]sf] lyof] . a]nfotdf 
laNs'n gofF dfG5] dnfO{ w]/} zx/ k'Ug] / oxfFsf :yflkt g]kfnLx¿ lrGg] 
cj;/ 8f= nS;Dafn] g} h'/fOlbg'ePsf] xf] . /fhgLlt, k|fl1s If]q / uf]vf{ 
d'2fsf af/]df 8f= nS;Dafsf] cg'ejaf6 d}n] yf]/} ePklg a'‰g] df}sf kfPsf] 
lyPF . 

	 la|l6z nfx'/]sf] kl/ro s]jn aGb's af]Sg] / OdfGbf/ l;kfxLsf 
¿kdf lbOG5 . t/ nS;Dafsf] ax'cfoflds / km/flsnf] ;f]r clg af}l4s:t/ 
nf]enfUbf] lyof] . Tof] txsf] af}l4s JolQmTj ePklg nS;Dafn] klqsf afF8\g 
/ af]Sg ;ª\sf]r dfg]sf] d}n] slxNo} e]p kfOgF . To;dfly efph"sf] ;fy, 
;xof]u / klqsfk|ltsf] nufj uHhasf] ;lDd>0f lyof] . 

	 d nG8g cfPsf] dlxgf ;]K6]Da/ …jfd{ckÚ d} lat]sf] lyof] . cS6f]a/ 
dlxgf lat]kl5 klqsfsf] tna afkt 8f= nS;Dafn] rf/;o kfp08sf] r]s 
ydfpFbf dnfO{ Tof] rf/ xhf/ a/fa/sf] dxŒj nfu]sf] lyof] . a]nfotsf] 
klxnf] sdfO em08} %) xhf/ ¿k}ofF eof] eg]/ d}n] g]kfn /x]sf kl/jf/nfO{ 
lgs} uj{sf ;fy ;'gfPsf] lyPF . 

	 juL{o nS;Daf / pxfFFsf] kl/jf/;Fu latfPsf If0fx¿ d]/f] hLjgdf 
lgs} cljid/0fLo /x] . Jofj;flos¿kdf nS;Daf d]/f] dflns / cfkmGt sf]xL 
gePsf] la/fgf] 7fpFdf Pp6f cleefjs aGg'ePsf] lyof] . s]xL dlxgfdf s[i0f 
Hjfnf ;/ g]kfn kms]{]kl5 klqsfsf] lhDd]jf/L d]/f] sfFwdf cfPsf] lyof], 
d ;Dkfbs / /d]z ;/fª\sf]6L Joj:yfks . klqsf lgsfNg] qmddf :juL{o 
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nS;Dafn] slxNo} x:tIf]k jf cj/f]w u/]sf] kQf] ePg . k|fo k|sfzsx¿ 
klqsfdf cfkm" cg's"n …sG6]G6Ú vf]H5g\ . t/, ;DkfbsLo :jtGqtf nS;Dafn] 
d]/f] …sl/c/Ú df ylklbPsf] ax'd"No pkxf/ lyof] . cfkm" Pshgf e"tk"j{ uf]vf{ 
ePsf] gftfn] obfsbf uf]vf{;Fu ;DalGwt n]v jf ;dfrf/df k|fyldstf lbg 
;'emfP klg pxfFFn] s] /fVg] s] g/fVg] slxNo} ;f]Wg'ePg . nS;Dafn] dnfO{ 
;Daf]wgdf …;/Ú eGg slxNo} la;{g'ePg . dnfO{ nfUYof], pxfFFdf c¿k|lt 
;Ddfgefj slt ulx/f] 5 ! 

	 a]nfotsf] g]kfnL kqsfl/tfdf :juL{o nS;Dafsf] of]ubfg 
rL/sfn;Dd /xg]5 . o'/f]ksf] g]kfnLkqdfkm{t a]nfotdf g]kfnL kqsfl/tfnfO{ 
dnhn ug{ pxfFFn] pNn]Vo e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{'eof] . oxfF Joj;flos 
kqsfl/tfsf] r'gf}tL ;fdgf ug]{ pxfFFsf] ;fx; dfGg}k5{ . Tolta]nf klqsf 
lgsfn]/ d'gfkmf x'g] cj:yf lyPg . cfˆg} uf]hLaf6 k};f xfn]/ klqsf 3/ 3/ 
k'¥ofpg'sf k5fl8 pxfFFsf] Psdfq :jfy{ a]nfotL g]kfnL ;d'bfonfO{ ;';"lrt 
u/fpg] g} lyof] . cfˆgf] lgoldt hflu/, cg';Gwfgsf] lhDd]jf/L, / 3/kl/jf/ 
tyf ;dfhnfO{ lbg] ;do 5'6\ofP/ klqsf k|sfzgdf ;dlk{t nS;Dafsf] 
e"ldsf k|]/0ffbfoL lyof] .

 	 ;do laTb} hfFbf s+8]n u|'kn] klqsfsf] :jfldTj lnPkl5 xfdL t 
o'/f]ksf] g]kfnLkqdf lg/Gt/ cufl8 a9\of}+ t/ rGb| ;/n] klqsfnfO{ sd ;do 
lbg yfNg'eof] . ;DkfbsLo lhDd]jf/L / Joj:yfkgdf cf]em]n k/] klg pxfFF 
xfdL;Fu lgoldt ;Dks{df /xg'eof] . 8f= nS;Dafn] …uf]vf{ EjfO;Ú gfds 
c+u|]hL klqsf lgsfNbf d s]xL ;doePklg ;Fu} hf]l8Psf] lyPF . oBlk Tof] 
klqsf w]/} nfdf] ;do rn]g . 

	 of] n]v la6 dfl//xFbf dnfO{ 8f= nS;Daf xfdLlar x'g'x'Gg eGg 
dg ef/L eO/x]sf] 5 . of] n]v pxfFFn] k9\g kfpg'x'Gg eGg] ljZjf; nflu/x]sf] 
5}g . a]nfotsf] g]kfnL ;d'bfodf dfq xf]Og\, :jb]z kmls{P/ klg cfˆgf] 1fg, 
;Lk cfbfgk|bfg ug{'k5{ eGg] pxfFFsf] of]hgf lard} lj>fd nfu]sf] ;DemFbf 
efj'sdfq x'g ;lsg] /x]5 . ef}lts ¿kdf xfdLlar g/x]klg :d[ltdf ;w}F 
/lx/xg'x'g]5 :juL{o nS;Daf .      

ii

gjLg kf]v/]n sflGtk'/ b}lgssf] a]nfotl:yt ;dfrf/bftf tyf g]kfn kqsf/ dxf;+3 o's] 
zfvfsf ;+:yfks cWoIf x'g'x'G5 . 
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PART II

Selected Writings of Dr Chandra K. 
Laksamba

efu @

8f= rGb| nS;Dafsf s]xL 5flgPsf cfn]vx¿
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Section F:  UK Nepali Diaspora, Culture and 
Mobility

	 o's] g]kfnL 8fo:kf]/f, ;+:s[lt / ultzLntf

Counting Ourselves: CNSUK's 2008 
Survey of Nepalis in the UK 

Dr Krishna Prasad Adhikari and  
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

Abstract:
Between 2004 and 2007 the UK's Nepali population increased 
dramatically but the actual figures were not known and many wild 
estimates circulated.1 So, in 2008 the Centre for Nepal Studies 
UK (CNSUK) and the Non-Resident Nepali Association UK 
(NRNAUK) conceived and implemented an ambitious partnership 
project to systematically understand the size and nature of the 
Nepali population. Relying entirely on internal resources—the 
growing network of organisations and personal links within the 
Nepali community—a large-scale survey, popularly referred to as a 
'census', was conducted. The first of its kind among the UK Nepali 
population, or indeed among Nepali diaspora communities anywhere, 
the study revealed the size and dynamics of the Nepali population 
and assessed its level of integration in the UK. The results were 
published both in local newspapers (CNSUK, 2010; CNSUK, 2011; 
Adhikari, 2010) and, more discursively and analytically, in book 
form (Adhikari, 2012). The baseline information has already proved 
useful for community members themselves, for policymakers, and 
for academic researchers. In this paper we aim to present an account 
of the aspirations, process, experience, and lessons gained from the 
project with a hope that it will serve as a useful model for Nepali 

31
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diasporas elsewhere, as well as for other communities with similar 
contexts and interests.  So the focus of the paper is to present a case 
study of the methods applied as an innovative tool for self-studies, 
and to present the socio-demographic outcomes of the study in 
the UK, with some updates from the 2011 UK census as well. Our 
focus here is not to delve into the nuances or process of migration, 
or the problems or tensions of integration and community building. 
This paper while making distinctive contribution in its own right 
is expected to set important context for, complement to, a range of 
papers that follow on the UK Nepali community. 

Converging ideas and community resources
When Googling the Nepali population in the UK, one is most likely 
to end up being greeted by Wikipedia pages. On one Wikipedia 
page, based on the work of the Office for National Statistics (ONS), 
the government agency that administers the census in England and 
Wales, reported 42,000 Nepalis in the UK in 2012.2 Until 2007 there 
were no such figures available as Nepali residents in the UK were 
not included in the ONS list of 60 most common countries by birth 
or previous nationality. Because of this, around 2007 several Nepali 
organisations and individuals attempted various estimates as to the 
size of the Nepali population, ranging from 50,000 to 130,000. The 
NRNA (International) website had listed the UK Nepali population 
as 30,000.3 These figures were not only inconsistent but also 
markedly higher than the 2001 UK census figures of 5,943 (based on 
country of birth) and the 2001 Nepal census figure of 7,221 (counted 
as absent from Nepal with a destination in the UK) (Kansakar, 
2003). CNSUK decided to carry out its survey in 2008 in order to 
try to resolve these discrepancies and uncertainties. The survey was 
popularly referred to as a 'census' of Nepalis in the United Kingdom, 
because it aspired to include as many people as possible, but, as we 
will show later, the study was in fact a large survey.

	 It is one thing to formulate the idea of surveying an entire 
ethnic minority community, but it is another to carry it out. The 
main reason why minority communities have not conducted similar 
surveys in the past must be a lack of resources, since recently migrated 
populations are unlikely to have the necessary manpower and/or the 
financial resources required. A number of factors contributed to the 
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decision to conduct this ambitious project in the UK, mainly: (a) 
the rapidly rising Nepali population, (b) the emergence of many 
new Nepali organisations, (c) the availability of expertise within the 
community, and (d) the aspiration of Nepalis to be recognised as a 
distinct group within UK society, especially with the approach of the 
2011 Census.4

	 Until 1990, the UK Nepali population was very small 
and consisted of mainly professionals and restauranteurs. In the 
1990s more people came in as students; asylum-seekers began 
to arrive after the start of the Maoist insurgency in 1996. Their 
numbers further increased in the 2000s. In 2004, when the British 
Government allowed post-1997 retired British Gurkhas to settle in 
the UK, there began an exponential rise in the size of the Nepali 
population in the UK, particularly between 2006 and 2011, though 
with some fluctuations. Nepalis in that period became one of the 
fastest-growing ethnic groups in the country; however, it was by 
no means as fast as the eastern European immigrant communities. 
For example, between 2004 and 2007 the Polish population in the 
UK increased about 4.5 fold reaching 405,000. The Portuguese 
population also increased significantly in this period.5 For the first 
time, towards the beginning of 2008, the ONS entered Nepalis on the 
list of residents of the 60 most common foreign countries of birth or 
nationality (ONS, 2011). As a result of this surge in their population, 
Nepalis living in the UK were not ready to accept the population 
figure shown by the 2001 UK census, which they thought greatly 
undercounted the actual population (CNSUK, 2010). In addition, the 
awareness that there had been a sudden rise in the Nepali population 
since 2004 triggered community aspirations to receive recognition 
for their distinct place in Britain. 

	 In March 2005, the NRNAUK was formed under the 
chairmanship of Mahanta Shrestha (Adhikari and Gellner, 2018). 
Subsequently, in 2006, a newly elected committee of the NRNAUK 
led by Ashok Shrestha became interested in contributing something 
meaningful towards the welfare of the Nepali population in the UK. 
Around the same time a group of freshly graduated doctoral scholars 
and other experienced social scientists formed a research institute, 
the CNSUK. It was led by Dr Govinda Dahal, a demographer and 
expert on social statistics, along with Dr Chandra Laksamba, Achut 
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Gautam, Dr Krishna Adhikari, Lokendra Dhakal, Ananda Bhandari, 
Shree Baral, and later joined by Dr Rajubabu Shrestha. Laksamba 
was also a newly elected vice-chairman of the NRNAUK. CNSUK 
members were struck by the lack of good statistics on Nepalis in the 
UK and were motivated to put their skills to work for the benefit of 
the community. For CNSUK it was a huge and demanding project 
to take on alongside their day jobs. Fortunately the interests and 
priorities of the NRNAUK and CNSUK not only converged, but 
also complemented each other in terms of resources and capabilities. 
By 2006, a number of large and tightly knit ethnic, region-based, 
and professional community groups had come into existence. Their 
presence and enthusiasm added value to the project idea as they 
were seen both as vital resources for obtaining access to multiple 
communities and interested end-users of the research. Within these 
(mostly) newly formed organisations, the appeal to 'Nepali identity' 
proved to be very effective. 

Ethnic motivation
When Nepalis came to the UK in large numbers, they mostly settled 
in areas where there already were other Asians. They realised 
that their neighbours, i.e. Chinese, Indians, Bangladeshis, and 
Pakistanis, benefited from being recognised officially as an ethnic 
category. Nepalis frequently experienced filling out an application 
form for a job or other purposes in which an ethnic category was 
required. They were immediately confronted by options for Indians, 
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, and Chinese; they themselves were forced 
to tick the somewhat confusing residual box 'Any Other Asian'. This 
made them want to have their own straightforward ethnic category: 
having a separate Nepali category was perceived to be convenient 
in dealing with bureaucracy and, more importantly, would mean 
being recognised as an ethnic minority group like their neighbours. 
Above all, the proper establishment of the population is important 
for allocating national resources to local councils and eventually to 
the communities concerned. 

	 Population size is certainly one, though not the only, 
important basis for claiming recognition as a separate ethnic group. 
With these thoughts in mind, the Nepali community realised that 
they had to make a proper case in order to claim their own ethnic 
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category, for recognition as well as for the rightful resource allocation 
which was believed to have been inhibited by the lack of proper 
statistics, official or otherwise. Community leaders responded 
to these arguments, and they recognised that the issue was also a 
powerful tool to mobilise people both at individual and at collective 
levels. 

	 The fact that the idea of working towards an ethnic minority 
category was well received by the community also, to some extent, 
has to do with the growing influence of ethnic movements in Nepal, 
even though ethnicity in the UK would only mean at the broader 
level of Nepali identity. At an initial point during the survey, a small 
number of people in the UK linked to ethnic activist groups in Nepal 
suggested that they would like to register their particular ethnicity 
(e.g. 'Rai' rather than 'Nepali'). They thought that seeking to register 
a broader Nepali category could prevent the future prospects of 
being recognised at the sub-ethnic level. However, even UK Sikh 
activists failed to achieve recognition as an ethnic category distinct 
from 'Indian'. Sikhs claim to number 600,000 in the UK; when 
counted under the optional religion question in the 2011 census, 
they were revealed to number 423,000 in England and Wales (BBC, 
2010; ONS, 2012b). Thus, the prospects of seeking recognition at 
the Nepali sub-national level for ethnic groups with a population of, 
at most, 25,000 was certainly not a plausible proposition. The idea 
disappeared as soon as it was raised without becoming an active part 
of anyone's agenda within the UK Nepali community.  

	 At the same time, Nepali ethnic associations were growing 
in number, with an active membership and a presence in many parts 
of the UK. Only a special study such as that proposed by CNSUK 
would be able to identify and enumerate each ethnic group within 
the wider Nepali population, which would go part way towards 
fulfilling activist requests.  The UK census would not be able to do 
this, but the proposed Nepali survey could realise this aim of the 
ethnic organisations.

	 As the survey results later indicated, within the UK's Nepali 
population over 60 per cent are either ex-Gurkhas or members of 
their immediate families (Adhikari et al., 2012: 47). Thus it is perhaps 
not surprising that a few individuals were keen to have 'Gurkha' as 
well as 'Nepali' propagated as the relevant ethnic category. It was 
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suggested that this would achieve a relatively quicker and more 
immediate recognition, given the long history of a connection with 
Britain and the deep affection with which most British people regard 
the Gurkhas. The very recent achievement of settlement rights for 
Gurkhas seemed to show that the Gurkhas' allegiance to Britain 
was proven and accepted. One commentator put it this way: “It's 
clear that these brave men are the very foreigners that we the British 
Public want to invite and embrace and allow into our country rather 
than the illegals and criminals who have not paid a penny, don't 
want to lift a finger and only want to exploit our easy going benefit 
system" (Gaunty, 2008: 105).6 

	 The suggestion to go for 'Gurkha' as an ethnic group name 
was, in the end, rejected. Both CNSUK and NRNAUK advocated 
'Nepali' instead of 'Gurkha' for various reasons. The term 'Gurkha' 
is not inclusive in the UK context, since it refers only to that section 
of Nepalis who served in the British Army. In fact, taken strictly, 
it does not cover even their family members, who can only be 
identified as Nepalis. At the time of the survey, as the survey results 
revealed, ex-Gurkha soldiers made up only 17 per cent of the Nepali 
population. In the UK context, Nepalis see 'Gurkha' primarily as a 
profession, and it is only possible to become a Gurkha by first being 
a Nepali. All Gurkhas are Nepalis (and the vast majority were born 
in Nepal), but not all Nepalis in the UK are Gurkhas. After informal 
discussions with members of CNSUK, it was agreed within CNSUK 
and NRNAUK that 'Nepali' (or its variant form 'Nepalese') was the 
only inclusive identity.7 

	 To everyone's surprise, an enquiry made by the CNSUK 
with the ONS revealed that the 2011 UK census had made provision 
for 'Gurkha' as an ethnic category. Even more surprisingly, we were 
told that, if people indicated Gurkha as their ethnic group, it would 
not be added to the main 'Nepali' group whereas other alternative 
responses to the prompt 'Other' (e.g. 'Nepal' or 'Nepalese') would 
be amalgamated.8 It may be assumed that the ONS had consulted 
someone from a military background who had limited knowledge 
about Nepal and Nepalis in general. However, with persistent 
arguments from CNSUK that 'Gurkha' is not an ethnic group (in 
Nepal), eventually the ONS relented. When the census results were 
published, all alternatives, including Gurkha, were aggregated 
together within the main category. 
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Methods and administration
The availability of resources, as already noted, determined what 
types of methods and processes of implementation could be applied 
to the study. Academic advice was forthcoming from advisors in 
Oxford, Southampton, and Surrey, but in the timeframe required 
there was no possibility of mobilizing university or research council 
resources. This meant that CNSUK had to rely on resources internal 
to the community itself. 

	 Migration is often a chain process and people who have 
migrated to a new destination try to join or form relational networks 
(Schrover and Vermeulen, 2005). At the beginning, such networks 
are often loose and people keep in touch with each other on an 
individual-to-individual basis. This phenomenon was evident in 
the Nepali community as people connected to each other first by 
means of informal networks and only later formalised them as 
organisations. As mentioned above, by 2006 there existed several 
Nepali community-based organisations in the UK. Even though 
there was no frame of reference with regard to size or location of the 
population, tracing people was possible because of the availability 
of interwoven informal and formal networks. This connectivity 
appeared to be a productive resource or 'social capital' which, as 
survey-takers, we could take advantage of. 

	 Despite its weak structure and recent founding, the 
NRNAUK, as a champion of the idea, was best placed to bring these 
scattered resources together. Along with the NRNAUK, several 
leading organisations, including as the Magar Association UK, Kirat 
Yakthung Chumlung UK, Sherpa Kidug, Srijanshil Nepali Society, 
Greater Reading Nepalese Community Association, Pragatishil 
Nepali Samaj, Burnt Oak Nepalese Community, Sagarmatha Gurkha 
Community, and the Nepal Embassy, endorsed the programme, 
extended financial support, and/or helped with data collection. 
The NRNAUK formed a special steering committee led by its vice 
chairman, Angkal Jung Lama, to coordinate the data collection 
process. All four UK-based Nepali weekly newspapers that existed at 
the time (Nepali Patra, Nepali Sandesh, Naya Sandesh, and Everest 
Times),9 Nepali TV, and British Forces Broadcasting Services 
(BFBS) Gurkha radio joined forces to publicize the project. Over 
200 individuals, businesses, and social organisations took part in the 
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study by helping to fill out survey forms, by entering data, and/or 
providing financial support. The list of those who helped to identify 
new respondents through a snowballing process stood in four digits. 
Of the overall estimated project cost £313,447, £16,480 in cash 
was raised through community efforts; the remainder consisted of 
voluntary contributions from community members and CNSUK's 
officials, either in kind or in terms of time contributed.  
	 Obtaining details about every person of Nepali origin living 
in the UK was the primary aim of doing the 'census'. However, a 
number of factors forced this original aim to be modified: the 
lack of any pre-existing frame of reference (sampling frame and 
locations of respondents); limited time and financial resources; and 
the wholly voluntary nature of participation. The original ambitions 
for the research were scaled back, but the aim of coming up with a 
headcount was retained as was the objective of trying to capture key 
community characteristics by means of an in-depth household survey 
of a selected sub-set of respondents. The objective of obtaining the 
overall population size was met through a different, improvised 
method of estimation by towns and cities; as a consequence, the 
study, initially popularised as a 'census', became in fact a large-scale 
survey. To qualify as a census, according to the United Nations, 
a study needs to have four features: “individual enumeration, 
universality within a defined territory, simultaneity and defined 
periodicity" (United Nations, 2008: 8). The present study had its 
universe limited to Nepalis in the UK, and it did not enumerate all 
individuals within that universe; or rather, the final head count was 
produced using a mix of different methods.
	 The study followed an evolutionary trajectory and went 
through five interconnected phases: conceptualisation of research; 
designing the instrument; testing, delivery, and administration; 
estimating the overall population; and the final stage of reporting 
and advocacy. Rather than delving into the generic phases, here we 
attempt to introduce two more important and innovative aspects: 
a comparison of survey instruments with standard England and 
Wales census questionnaires (2011), and the process involved in the 
estimation of population. 
	 The study comprised three interconnected yet separate 
samples, as shown in Figure 31.1. The samples were: (a) a household 
listing with a population of 18,508; (b) an in-depth household 
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survey of a sub-set of (a), with a population of 7,881; and (c) an 
estimate of the total population (72,173). The first sample covered a 
limited set of  variables such as sex, ethnicity, family size, and place 
of residence, whereas the second was far more detailed, covering 
household information, individuals' biographies, education and 
employment, religion, migration, health, organisations, integration, 
and maternal health. The first sample enabled us to ask and answer 
the questions about the internal ethnic composition of the Nepali 
population. The second and third sets taken together got as close as 
possible under the circumstances to a full census. 

Figure 31.1: Two samples and an estimate in the 2008 CNS UK 
survey of UK Nepalis.

Source: Adhikari (2012).

In this connection it is worth comparing the 2008 survey with the 
results of the 2011 England and Wales census questionnaire (Table 
31.1). While standard census elements were borrowed to make the 
2008 survey comparable with the census figures, the questionnaire 
was tailored to specific community needs by adapting the alternatives 
suitable to the community. A prime example of this is the question on 
religion: in the optional question on religion, the UK census allows 
respondents to tick only one religion (including the non-religious 
category). This fails to reflect the practices of people of Nepali 
origin some of whom, as discussed further below, follow more than 
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one religious practice (Gellner and Hausner, 2013). 

Table 31.1: Comparison of the England and Wales Census 2011 
and CNSUK Survey 2008 

Questions UK Census 2011 
(England and Wales) CNSUK survey 2008

Household

Household details 
with residents;  
types of housing, 
o w n e r s h i p / t e n a n c y 
type, number of rooms, 
central heating, cars, 
etc.; address

All residents (but allowing 
residents' names to be withheld 
if desired); housing: most of the 
same questions (excluding those 
related to car). Address optional
Added: Plans to buy house; use of 
internet; optional: phone number 
and email address

Individual

Name; sex; date of 
birth; marital status; 
second address; student 
status; country of 
birth; date arrived UK; 
health status and care; 
general health status 
and disability; national 
identity; passport 
held; ethnic  group, 
main language, level 
of spoken English, 
address previous 
year; disability; 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ; 
employment status and 
details

Included: Most aspects, but no 
full date of birth or arrival in the 
UK; 
Excluded: Second address;  
national identity; main language; 
address last year; passport 
holding; detailed nature or length 
about work;
Added: ethnicity (in Nepal), 
multiple religious choice/mixed 
religion; watching/reading English 
media; qualifications: education 
and personal training; 
international students; plans to 
leave the UK

Visitor Visitors details included Not included

Integration No questions
Security, mixing, political 
participation, voting, problems 
faced in the community

Organisation No questions Participation in organisations, 
types, activities attended

Maternal 
health No questions Age at marriage; children born, 

died, alive

Source: Adhikari (2012) and ONS (2012a).

The UK census is compulsory and non-participation is punishable 
by law, whereas the CNSUK's survey was voluntary and only 
guided by de facto community compliance. The UK census data 
are published after 100 years, whereas there is no provision (as 
yet) for the CNSUK data to be released and they are governed by 
the UK Data Protection Act, enforced through registration with the 
Information Commissioner's Office. Because the CNSUK survey 
was optional, only the minimum necessary information was asked 
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for, and people were given the option to omit questions to which 
they did not wish to respond. We asked respondents to indicate only 
the month and year of their birth or to simply mention their age in 
completed years, because the date of birth is a sensitive issue and 
there was no need for the study to ask for this. Similarly, we did not 
ask for any information on visitors, nor did we count them in the 
overall population.

	 Normally, a census is carried out keeping a particular date 
as a point of reference for counting the population, even if there 
is subsequent follow up to ensure the participation of as many 
people as possible. The CNSUK's survey was conducted throughout 
the calendar year of 2008; for the purpose of counting the overall 
population, we used 31st December 2008 as a point of reference. 

	 The survey questionnaire had questions about organisations, 
level of social integration, and maternal health issues that are not 
included in the UK census. Understanding the circumstances related 
to the integration of Nepalis in the UK was also an important 
motivation behind carrying out this study in the first place. 
Furthermore, asking people to voluntarily provide their telephone 
numbers made it possible to produce the publication Directories of 
Nepalis in the UK in 2010, 2011, 2013, and 2015 (CNSUK, 2010, 
2011, 2013, 2015). These small books have become vital resources 
for the Nepali community and beyond, not only for accessing 
information but also in promoting social capital through increased 
connectivity and resultant cooperation at both individual and 
institutional levels.

	 Early on in the process of research it became clear that it 
was not going to be possible to obtain a form from every Nepali 
in the country. The first two samples on their own provide much 
information but could not provide us with the total population 
size. Other methods were required. First, the population of serving 
Gurkhas and their families was obtained under the Freedom of 
Information Act from the Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas (HQBG). 
Then, identification of other populations made use of the contacts 
that had been formed while carrying out the other two samples. We 
established that there were Nepalis residing in 327 towns and cities, 
including various towns within the Greater London area. The list of 
contacts we had was mostly of the leaders of various community 
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organisations where they existed. We contacted five key informants 
from each site (except in places with small populations, where we 
contacted one or two only). We asked them to research and give 
us a best possible count of the population in their sites. We first 
compared the five independent estimates. Where the deviation was 
high, we asked them to refine their estimates. Being community 
leaders, many key informants had a ready figure to hand. A few 
sites with larger populations were broken down into area segments 
to facilitate the estimate. Then we averaged the figures to come to 
a final estimate. Our analysis showed that the larger the city/town, 
the larger the level of error in the (over) estimation. We estimated 
that the error margin ranged between 0 and 15 per cent. Over all, 
this pragmatic method, which owes something to the rapid rural 
appraisal advocated by Chambers (1983), seemed fit for the original 
purpose.

Results
The detailed results of the survey and other related statistics have 
been published elsewhere (Adhikari 2012; CNSUK, 2012); here we 
summarize the most important results, along with some secondary 
information where available. 

Specifying population: The survey showed that by the end of 
2008 the Nepali population in the UK was 72,173 and that earlier 
statistics from various sources were far from being accurate, 
especially the 2001 UK census figure.  One must recognize that 
there is likely to be some element of error in this figure and that 
the actual figure could be slightly lower. Since then there has 
been a further surge in immigration, mainly due to changes in 
the immigration rules in 2009 allowing ex-Gurkhas, who had 
four years or more service and retired before 1997, to come and 
settle in the UK. The arrival of over 12,000 students and their 
dependents in 2009 and 2010 also pushed the population up. 
However, a large number of them left the UK between 2011 
and 2015 due to strict immigration policies. Hence, the Nepali 
population in the UK has increased since 2008, but not by as 
much as many Nepalis claim. The 2011 UK census gives a total 
Nepali population in England and Wales of 60,202. Similarly, the 
Scottish Census 2011 records that 1,268 people born in Nepal 
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live in Scotland.10 Given the general tendency of immigrants 
and ethnic minority groups in the UK not to participate fully in 
censuses, the recent census result is low, but is not surprisingly 
so. These figures prove, as we had long argued, that the ONS's 
previous figures (annual estimation by country of birth, and 
previous nationalities, as well the number in the 2001 census) 
were wrong (Adhikari et al., 2012; Adhikari, 2013a, 2013b). 

Immigration categories: Nepalis entered the UK under four 
main immigration categories: British Gurkha soldiers, Students, 
Work and Employment (non-army), and 'others', which includes 
both British National Overseas (BNO-Hong Kong) and asylum 
seekers. Of the total population counted, over 60 per cent were 
Gurkhas and people related to them. Between 2004 and 2010, 
a total of 19,025 students and their dependents came to the UK 
from Nepal but many of them have already left the country. In 
the same period, 5,205 came under employment-related visas or 
as dependents.11 The number of those arriving as BNOs is not 
separately available from immigration sources, but one in 10 
Nepalis in our survey was born in Hong Kong. 

Geographical distribution: The study showed that Nepalis 
were spread across 327 towns/cities of all four countries of 
the United Kingdom. They have reached all nine regions of 
England, and in total were residing in 65 counties, districts, or 
unitary authority areas. As with other ethnic minorities in the 
UK, they are overwhelmingly concentrated in England (96%). 
The 2011 census results confirm those of the 2008 survey while 
providing more precision. More than one third of Nepalis live 
in and around (outer) London while two fifths live in South-
East England. About 50 per cent of the population is found 
in the following ten areas (in population order, largest first): 
Rushmoor, Greenwich, Brent, Reading, Ealing, Hounslow, 
Shepway, Ashford, Hillingdon, and Harrow (of these only 
Rushmoor, Reading, Shepway, and Ashford are not in London). 
Of the 326 areas identified in England and Wales by the 
recent census results, 75 per cent have fewer than 100 Nepali 
inhabitants. Despite the tendency to concentrate, the Nepali 
population, according to recent Census results, is nowhere more 
than 6.5 per cent of the local population.
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Even in Rushmoor (Aldershot and Farnborough)—where 
in January 2011 the size of the Nepali population became a 
political issue when the local MP, Gerald Howarth, wrote an 
open letter to the Prime Minister, complaining that local social 
services were unable to cope (Rushmoor Borough Council 2011; 
Adhikari, 2011)—Nepalis comprise just 6.5 per cent of the total 
population. Census results show that, in fact, the council's total 
population rose only by 2,828 (3.3%) between 2001 and 2011, 
and that the present Nepali population of Rushmoor stands at 
6,131 (ONS, 2012a). This figure has been disputed and some 
claim that there are over 9,000 Nepalis, constituting about 10 
per cent of the population in Aldershot and Farnbourgh areas 
(GetHampshire, 2012).12 Even though some people were in all 
probability missed out by the census, it is implausible to assume 
that the missing figure is so high as to make the population of 
Nepalis living in Rushmoor Borough in excess of 9,000. 

Origin: Nepalis in the UK were born in 16 different countries. 
80 per cent were born in Nepal, 10 per cent in Hong Kong, and 
5 per cent in the UK. Small numbers were born in countries such 
as Brunei, India, Malaysia, Singapore, and Germany. In Nepal, 
they come from 64 of Nepal's 75 districts but the majority are 
from the hill districts which are the traditional sites of Gurkha 
recruitment. 75 per cent come from 15 districts, including Kaski, 
Kathmandu, Sunsari, Myagdi, and Syangja.13 

Demographic phenomena: The study revealed a relatively 
balanced sex composition of the population (53% male, 47% 
female) and is very close to the 2011 Census results in England 
and Wales (55% male and 45% female).14 Age-wise, the 
population was dominated by economically active people with a 
mean age of 28 years; the population of those between 18 to 60 
years old was 70 per cent of the total. Those over 60 were only 
5 per cent and children under 16 were 25 per cent of the overall 
population. However, since 2009, with the arrival of pre-1997 
retired Gurkhas, the population composition has been changing; 
the elderly now comprise a much larger proportion of the Nepali 
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population. Nonetheless, the 2011 census of England and Wales 
results show very close figures in terms of the distribution of 
population by age group. This might indicate the non-inclusion 
of a large number of elderly Gurkhas in the UK census. Thanks 
to the Gurkha recruitment policy, the caste/ethnicity composition 
is markedly different from that of Nepal (see Figure 31.2). 
Gurungs, Magars, Rais, and Limbus together form only 12.83 
per cent of Nepal's population; at 67.07 per cent, their proportion 
within the UK's Nepali population is more than five times as 
high. Overall, 26 caste or ethnic groups were found in the UK, 
compared to 125 listed in the 2011 census in Nepal.  

Figure 31.2: Nepali population by ethnicity, comparing the UK 
and Nepal

Source: CNSUK survey samples (2008); and Nepal Census (2011). 

Note: Groups such as Madhesi, Muslim, Dewan, Ghale, Marwari, 
and Dura have been omitted as their population in the UK is too 
small to show up in the figures

Multi-religious practices: The results of religion are also very 
different from the Nepal's figures, for three reasons: (a) the 
types and ratio of ethnic mix which, as shown above, is very 
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different from that of Nepal; (b) new ethno-political anti-Hindu 
rhetoric as well as an emphasis on returning to Buddhism 
and/or old ethnic religions (Gellner, 2001; International Crisis 
Group 2011); and (c) the unique method of capturing multi-
religiosity of the people adopted in the survey. The biggest 
group (42%) of Nepalis in the UK was reported to be Hindu 
followed by Buddhists (29%) and Kirat (10%). The UK 
census data showed slightly different results mainly due to 
methodological differences: 53.9% Hindu, 27.7% Buddhist, 
3.6% Christian, 1.4% no religion, and 12.5% did not want to 
say. It showed less than 1% following Muslim, Sikh, Jewish, 
or other religions. An interesting aspect of the survey is that 
it captured multiple religious identities, such as 'Hindu and 
Buddhist', which one in every six people follow (Hausner and 
Gellner, 2012; Gellner, Hausner, and Shrestha, 2014). National 
censuses, whether in Nepal or the UK, have so far failed to 
reflect this reality. Even though Hinduism and Buddhism are 
two minor religious groups in the UK (with 1.5% and 0.4% 
respectively) (ONS, 2012b), their presence in the Nepali 
population has contributed to noticeable increases in places 
where Nepalis are concentrated. The 2011 census highlighted 
the fact that “… Buddhism was predominantly greater within 
the London areas with the exception of Rushmoor which saw 
the highest increase since 2001 of 2.9 percentage points to 3.3 
per cent" (ONS, 2012b: 8). Rushmoor has become a new centre 
for Buddhism in the UK (BBC, 2012).15 

	 Highly employed low-profile workforce: The CNSUK's study 
revealed vital labour market indicators pertaining to the Nepali 
population in the UK. It showed that only 3.78 per cent of 
Nepalis were unemployed (1.37% male and 7.6% female).16 2.6 
per cent of the sample or 188 were self-employed through small 
or medium enterprises. Almost half of the 271 Nepali-owned 
businesses were restaurants or related services (CNSUK, 
2011). Of the total employed, only 4 per cent were in 'higher 
professions', such as doctors and senior managers, and 7 per 
cent were in 'middle professions', such as nurses and chefs. This 
suggests that the majority (more than 85 per cent) were pursuing 
careers in lower classified jobs. For those with qualifications 
from Nepal, particularly other than medical, nursing, and 
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engineering-related qualifications, there was a high mismatch 
between the level of education and occupation. For example, 
fewer than one in four with such degrees were employed in 
higher or middle professions, while half of them were in non-
professional jobs; 43.8 per cent with science qualifications 
were in non-professional employment, while 12.6 per cent 
were in higher or middle-ranged professions; 43.7 per cent 
with teaching experience in Nepal were in non-professional 
work, while 19.1 per cent were in higher or middle-range 
professional work (Laksamba, Dhakal, and Holford, 2012). 
It is to be expected that the second generation of Nepalis, 
even those with non-medical UK qualifications, will do better 
than the first generation, among whom many recent non-UK 
medical graduates are still finding it hard to qualify for UK 
jobs (Laksamba, 2014). Overall, the findings indicated that, at 
least in the UK context, Nepalis emphasize and value work, and 
prefer not to rely on state benefits, wherever possible.17 

There is a growing number of organisations dominated by 
particularist membership groups: As the Nepali population 
is rising, so is the number of their associations. Most of these 
organisations are formed based on caste/ethnicity, affinity 
circles, regions of origin, regions of present residence, or 
occupation. Caste/ethnicity-based organisations are large and 
strong in terms of mobilisation, involvement of members, 
resources, ownership, unity (relative lack of conflict), and the 
density and intensity of their activities. Broad-based groups, 
mainly region-based, are present in good numbers, but are 
relatively weaker than the former. 

Slow and constrained integration and social mobility: 
Nepalis are integrated among themselves through various 
informal and formal overlapping organisations based on 
multiple commonalities, including common region of origin in 
Nepal, common region of residence in the UK, and common 
occupation or profession. Being a non-resident Nepali is the 
most overarching basis for them to be integrated with each 
other and there exists a common organisation called Non-
Resident Nepali Association (NRNA) (Adhikari and Gellner, 
2018). However, Nepalis are more integrated within their own 
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caste/ethnic sub-groups than they are with other Nepalis, as is 
evident from the number of specialised ethnic organisations. 
When it comes to integrating within the wider society in 
Britain, it is positive but rather slow, particularly in terms of 
participation in formal political and civic forums. People are 
frequently members of many organisations, but in the vast 
majority of cases (93%), they become members of only Nepali 
or Nepal-focused groups. 

Problems with and limits on integration: The six problematic 
areas raised by respondents to the survey related to education, 
security, health, (English) language, employment, and 
transportation. A large number of respondents (74%) felt that the 
labour market system in the UK was not (completely) fair, and 
only half felt that there was equity in access to local services. 
Similarly, a large number (68%) also felt that they did not fit 
well into the wider society in everyday situations. As Nepali 
settlement is very recent, it is unsurprising that participation 
in civic and political institutions and links with and access to 
government mechanisms are very limited. So far, there have 
been 11 elected and one co-opted local councillors from the 
Nepali community—of whom nine are currently serving (2016), 
and two have become Deputy Mayors, and recently, for the first 
time from the Nepali community, one has become Mayor (of a 
town council), of their respective councils—and a few people 
have started to participate in various mainstream civic forums. 
While another eight Nepalis have unsuccessfully tried their luck 
in the local council elections, so far no Nepali has even tried to 
become a candidate for the election of Member of Parliament. 
These internal and external built-in constraints have slowed 
down the process of integration and social mobility. On the other 
hand, the survey showed that most Nepali households have an 
internet connection and many of them (with settled status) either 
have bought or were planning to buy a house in the near future.   

The rising number of British Nepalis: The study also 
examined people's immigration status and citizenship. A vast 
majority (84%) of the sampled population in the UK were still 
Nepali nationals while 1 per cent were neither Nepali nationals 
nor British. The up-to-date immigration information beginning 
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from 1990 shows that, by 2015, there were 28,322 former 
Nepali nationals who had become British citizens (see Figure 
31.3). The rate of Nepalis becoming British citizens in recent 
years is high with peak in 2013, when it has started to decline. 
Many are in line to become citizens after fulfilling the five-
year residence requirement. However, the hurdle of citizenship 
requirements, i.e. the ever-increasing difficulty of tests in the 
English language and the examination on 'Life in the UK' means 
that many elderly ex-Gurkhas who have been allowed to settle 
will always remain disfranchised, and thus Nepali nationals.

Figure 31.3: Former Nepali nationals as British citizens.

Source: Home Office (2017).

Dissemination and advocacy
There has been growing interest from various walks of life in the 
UK in the results of the CNSUK survey. Those enquiring about 
information regarding the Nepali population include MPs, local 
government agencies, policy makers, Headquarters of the Brigade 
of Gurkhas (HQBG), researchers, students, Nepali community 
organisations and other diaspora organisations, and individuals. 
Many agencies, including the Nepal Embassy and UK government 
offices, have redirected enquiries to CNSUK regarding the Nepali 
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population in the UK. In 2010 CNSUK organised sharing and 
feedback sessions, as well as programmes honouring volunteers and 
supporters without whom the research could not have been done. 
Several articles have been published in Nepali newspapers in the 
UK, and findings have been disseminated through radio and TV 
interviews. Apart from filling the knowledge gap on Nepalis in the 
UK, the 2008 survey has been and will be a benchmark for future 
studies. It has already served as a vital source for a growing number 
of studies in the UK. CNSUK itself used the 2008 information as the 
sampling frame for the 300-household survey of religious practice 
as part of the 'Vernacular Religion' project on the Nepali diaspora 
in partnership with the University of Oxford and the editors of this 
volume.18 In January 2012 a book entitled Nepalis in the United 
Kingdom: An Overview (Adhikari, 2012) was published in English 
based on this study and on other up-to-date secondary information 
related to the Nepalis in the UK. It was distributed both in the UK 
and in Nepal (Pearson 2013).  Similarly, CNSUK initiated a further 
study to understand the dynamics of the social mobility of the Nepali 
community.  

The book that contained survey results has been useful in informing 
policies at the local level and gradually it has started to have an 
impact. Government agencies have organised meetings with 
CNSUK in order to improve their policies relating to Nepalis. A 
good example is the repeated meetings of HQBG with CNSUK to 
discuss how they could better understand and support the community 
of retired Gurkhas in the UK. Several local government authorities 
have acquired information related to their areas and made budgetary 
allocations as a result. Similarly, even before the 2011 census results 
were available, various local councils, including Rushmoor Borough 
Council, received additional budgetary allocations from central 
government to support newly settled Gurkhas who were not covered 
in the previous budget (Cockroft, 2012). 

Three linked examples of the way in which local government 
has received the CNSUK findings and publications may be given 
here. First, shortly after the arrival of Nepalis in the area had been 
represented in a somewhat negative way by Gerald Howarth, the 
MP for Aldershot, Alex Crowford, the Mayor of Rushmoor Borough 
Council, spontaneously promoted the book in his blog as follows: 
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The book...which contains many references to Aldershot 
and Rushmoor... is a timely contribution, which explores 
and analyses the pathways to integration, as it is available 
just as Rushmoor Borough Council prepares for the first 
meeting of its newly formed Task and Finish Group on 
Community Cohesion on 8 March.19

Second, Surrey Heath Borough Council organised an exhibition 
called 'Nepali Connections: An exhibition celebrating the local 
Nepalese population, Nepalese culture, Nepal, the Gurkha 
background and how Surrey Heath has become home' between 21 
April and 30 June 2012 to celebrate Nepali people's migration and 
settlement in the Surrey Heath Area. The exhibition featured diverse 
cultural, social, and economic aspects of life in Nepal. The Mayor 
of the Borough, Tim Dodds, ceremonially declared the exhibition 
open while holding a copy of book Nepalis in the United Kingdom 
in his hands and referred to it while delivering his opening remarks. 
Taking a point from the book, he urged Nepalis and the Nepal 
government to initiate a process that would allow them to access 
the same benefits in the UK as citizens of Commonwealth nations. 
About 60 copies of the book were sold by the museum shop during 
the course of the exhibition. 

Plate 31.1: Mayor Tim Dodds and Nepali residents of Surrey Heath
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Third, in November 2013, Frimley Park Hospital, NHS Foundation 
Trust brought health professionals, community workers, and 
policymakers together in a 'Nepalese Health Show' to promote 
knowledge about health issues related to Nepalis in the UK and to 
coordinate and improve future health policy and practice. CNSUK 
officials shared their findings and the organizers bought 115 copies 
of Nepalis in the UK: An Overview to distribute to all the participants. 

	 The CNSUK 2008 survey was not only an independent 
study in its own right, but also an exercise in action research that 
involved the community in a census-like process. It probably 
contributed to a higher level of participation among Nepalis in 
the 2011 UK census than would otherwise have been the case. 
CNSUK remained in constant touch with the UK census agencies 
in terms of informing them of the interests and requirements of 
the Nepali community, pointing out gaps and lapses of statistics, 
sharing new findings, pointing out inconsistencies in the 2011 
census process, and connecting the Nepali community with the 
census-implementing agencies across the length and breadth of the 
British Isles. Participating in the national census is not only legally 
mandatory, but also essential from the community's point of view. 
Local governments receive budgets based on the population count, 
and understanding types of people and their living conditions helps 
to tailor plans to the specific needs of the communities concerned. 
Previous experience shows that a large number of people from 
minority ethnic categories in the UK usually remain uncounted in 
the census. About one in four of the Bangladeshi community that has 
been in the UK for many decades were omitted in the 2001 census 
and their numbers had to be statistically adjusted (Adhikari, 2012: 
157). Nepalis, being new migrants and lacking knowledge about the 
importance of the census, would very likely have been left out in 
even greater numbers had there not been a huge exercise to make 
people aware of the importance of the census by involving them in 
the community-led study and subsequent educational campaigns.20 
Even after the large coordinated campaign and linkage with the 
ONS, we believe that a substantial chunk of the Nepali population 
was still missing in the 2011 UK census. The post-census enquiry by 
CNSUK showed that many people did not participate in the census 
either because they did not receive a form, or because they did not 
know about it, or because the household head did not bother about 
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it, or was afraid to include lodgers. Yet, over all, the UK census 
recorded a good number of Nepalis and the results show that in 
England and Wales there were 60,202 Nepalis in March 2011. As 
stated, this is still an undercount, and the true figure could be above 
80,000 (Adhikari, 2013b).

Lessons and conclusions
Several lessons can be learned from this study. We highlight here 
some of the more important ones.

UK immigration data was far from capturing reality

Our analysis shows that some immigration data are not accurate in 
the UK. At least in the case of the Nepali population in the UK, 
which was grossly under-represented, data about immigration was 
proved wrong by the official census itself.21 On the other hand, the 
lack of proper statistics and understanding about Nepalis paves 
the way for continued wild guesses about the size and dynamics 
of the population. The habit of exaggerating population size may 
be a general human tendency, but it is strikingly so among some 
Nepali communities in the UK, and a few other countries, such as 
Australia and the USA (Adhikari 2013a). Systematic study of the 
size and dynamics of a population helps to understand the strength, 
problems, and needs of that population. In order to advocate for 
support in integration or for other rights, one has to be able to make 
a well-researched and informed case. The study of Nepalis in 2008 
has tried to do exactly this. 

Community social capital is an important element and has a role 
to play in successful community development

Organizing a 'census' is a big project requiring very considerable 
resources. For example, the UK population census cost huge amounts 
(about £500 million in 2011). Despite the resources expended, about 
3 million people failed to fill in the forms in 2001 (Telegraph, 2011). 
In 2011 the ONS adopted a strategy of massively mobilizing the 
voluntary sector in order to increase community participation. This 
is the same strategy that our Nepali 'census' relied on in 2008 but 
more intensively. Relying on the community not only meant getting 
endorsements and support in making community members aware 
of the project, but also enabled an increasing local ownership of 
the project and the raising of much required resources. Due to the 
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culturally embedded institutions of community/familial cooperation, 
Nepalis stay connected with each other, formally and informally, 
with or without modern (electronic) social networking. The study 
proved that community members can take multiple roles such 
as: respondents, enumerators, funders, and owners of the project. 
Despite being relatively weakly integrated into the wider society, 
due to their recent arrival in the UK, good connectivity among 
themselves was still a powerful resource or 'weapon of the weak'. 
Thus, we may say that the 2008 survey was a 'census' of the people, 
by the people, and for the people. 

	 Having said that, it would be naive to think that studies 
like this receive support from everyone in the community. After 
initial doubts and suspicions were clarified, many joined in and 
assisted in the process whole heartedly. However, a few people 
continued to be opposed and to speak against it, either because of 
personal differences, or because they suspected a political agenda, 
or because they remained unconvinced that knowledge would 
bring power, or even maybe unconvinced that any power would 
come to them as a separate category even if so recognised. In this 
context, the level of commitments and priorities also varied, even 
from one set of NRNAUK officials to another. Normally people 
at NRNA, particularly in the UK, show little interest in research, 
as it is regarded as academic work beyond their field of concern, 
which properly belongs in universities and research organisations. 
However, it was an exception that the support from the NRNAUK 
to the 2008 survey was very high. Furthermore, the resistance shown 
by a small number of individuals also stemmed from the perception 
that the survey could be harmful as it might expose Nepalis to, and 
make them a target of, rightwing nationalist groups. Although, this 
concern may appear genuine especially in the post Brexit Britain, 
it is not well founded for four reasons. First, ethnic figures cannot 
be concealed as national censuses clearly reveal them. Second, 
personal data from both the CNSUK survey of 2008 and the national 
censuses are not disclosed (for 100 years). Third, Nepalis have made 
great contributions to Britain, most obviously as Gurkha soldiers, 
and, so far, have not done anything negative so as to become a target 
of race-hate groups (Parker, 1999). Finally, far-right groups will 
choose their targets on the basis of general perceptions; the existence 
or otherwise of demographic studies is irrelevant to them.
	 The successful implementation of the survey project bore 
witness to the coordinating power and legitimacy of the broad-
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based organisation, NRNAUK (Adhikari and Gellner, 2018), and 
also to the neutrality and objectivity of the CNSUK as a research 
organisation. It showed also that, when activities of common interest 
are organised, people are willing to put aside narrow differences and 
to work hard to support them. 

Clarity about who the Nepalis are is important

One aspect requiring clarity in the study was the definition of who 
counts as Nepali. 'Nepalis in the UK' generally includes British 
Nepalis—former Nepali nationals who have become British 
citizens—as well as other Nepalis who reside in the UK but are 
not British. The second category of people includes both settled 
and temporary residents, but not visitors. There are other groups 
included in Nepalis in the UK whose immediate former or present 
nationality is not Nepali, nor are they British citizens, but they are 
still people of Nepali origin. These include people who come from 
Hong Kong, the European Economic Area, or other countries, and 
who, before becoming nationals of those countries, were either 
Nepali nationals themselves or had parents who were. This excludes 
Indian, Bhutanese, and Burmese Nepalis as their (and even their 
parents') immediate country of origin is not Nepal even though they 
are people of Nepali origin.  

	 Despite this definition, people of Nepali origin from 
Bhutan, India, or Burma are likely to have built a close bond with 
people from Nepal living in their locality and may participate in 
cultural activities, while some people from Nepal might not feel 
or want to be close to each other at all. The ethnic politics and 
polarisation and resultant chasms in Nepal have had an influence on 
inter-ethnic relations in the UK. There is no figure to determine the 
size of Indian, Bhutanese and Burmese Nepalis in the UK. While 
in a broader cultural sense all are regarded as Nepalis in the UK, 
for the purpose of the census only those whose recent or previous 
nationality is Nepali were counted. 

Religious practices of Nepalis can be mapped in an innovative way

One of the important aspects of the CNSUK's survey was to innovate 
and test mapping religions of Nepalis in the UK. Nepalis are often 
regarded as practising syncretic religion and as being a religiously 
tolerant people. Yet neither Nepal's census nor the UK census allows 
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people to identify themselves as multi-religious. No wonder their 
results are contestable. This survey allowed people to choose a 
combination of religions; many people took this opportunity.22 This 
method was further applied in the Vernacular Religion survey of 
2010 conducted by CNSUK and Oxford University and was further 
improved. In essence, this suggests that censuses, at least in Nepal 
and other South Asian countries, may benefit from following our 
methods in their census projects. 

Action research and ownership

Finally, this research shows how, at relatively small cost, new 
findings that are of real relevance to people can be generated, if 
there is sufficient will, energy, and motivation behind them. In fact, 
participatory action research like this is not only itself a process 
of knowledge-building but can at the same time be empowering. 
Knowledge generation goes hand in hand with community 
development and increased civic engagement, and supports the 
struggle for integration with the wider society. Even though very 
few systematic research projects like this have been attempted, this 
project has shown that doing research this way is both possible and 
useful. Rapid and participatory assessment tools (Chamber, 1983) 
may have been designed for community development in Third 
World countries, but there is no reason why they cannot be adapted 
and combined with quantitative methods for use in the context of the 
developed world. 
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Notes
1 	 This article originally published in Gellner and Hausner, 2018, is 

reproduced here with permission from the Oxford University Press. 
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[Adhikari, K.P & Laksamba, C.K. (2018). Counting Ourselves: 
CNSUK's Survey of Nepalis in the UK 2008 in D.N. Gellner and 
S.L. Hausner (eds.), Global Nepalis: Religion and Culture in a New 
Diaspora.  Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 303–31.] We are 
grateful to Dr Govinda Dahal, Dr Rajubabu Shrestha, Mr Lokendra 
Dhakal, Mr Ananda Bhandari, and Mr Shree Baral who were part 
of the research team, and NRNAUK and other research partner 
institutes and individuals for their support in the collection of the 
data.

2 	 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepalis in the United_Kingdom (accessed 
12/06/2012).

3 	 www.nrn.org (accessed 01/07/2012). NRNA later updated its 
website, listing the Nepali population figure supplied by the CNSUK 
based on the research being discussed.

4 	 One of the goals of the survey was to have 'Nepali' accepted as an 
ethnic category in the UK Census 2011.

5 	 Computed based on the ONS's migration statistics based on country 
of birth of 2004 and 2007. 

6 	 In fact Nepalis were not universally welcomed. In Aldershot, a 
military town, when it seemed that local GP services were struggling 
to cope with the newcomers, Nepalis faced considerable hostility 
(see Adhikari, K.P., 2011; Gellner, 2014; Pariyar (2018).

7 	 In the run-up to the UK 2011 census, during the awareness campaign 
conducted by CNSUK, there was not a single demand for, or 
enquiry about, 'Gurkha' as a category from members of the Nepali 
community. However, there was an enquiry from a native British 
man who had served in the British and Indian Gurkhas, acting as an 
advisor to a grouping of Nepali Janajati groups, and his proposal was 
to write 'Nepalese', rather than 'Nepali', under 'Other'. 

8 	 Email correspondence with ONS (22/03/2011) seeking clarifica​tion 
about the use of terms in questions 15, 16, and 18, and options on 
religion. 

9 	 Since 2011 Nepali Sandesh and Naya Sandesh have ceased to appear 
in print form; several other online news portals have started up. 

10 	 The population by Nepali ethnicity (including Gurkha) is even 
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lower: 1,232.
11 	 On 28 January 2002 the UK Government started a points-based 

Highly Skilled Migrants Programme (HSMP), in which people 
satisfying the required number of points could come and work in the 
UK without having any specific job offer, which was essential for 
the Work Permit system. HSMP and its new avatar, Tier 1 General 
Migrants programme, have now been closed.  The previous Work 
Permit system as an immigration category was replaced in November 
2008 by a points-based system, Tier 2 (General).  

12 	 Local MP Gerald Howarth expressed his dismay on the 2011 census 
results: “...Given that we have gone from practically nothing to 
around 10% of the entire population being of Nepalese origin, how 
can they say the population has only grown by 3%? I find it pretty 
inexplicable and I'm sure my constituents would find that too. I do 
not think people will buy into that." (www.gethampshire.co.uk)

13 	 Relatively few Nepalis from the plains region (Tarai-Madhes) have 
migrated to the UK. Sunsari is a combined plains and hill district, and 
includes the hill town of Dharan, where many ex-Gurkha soldiers 
had settled, having migrated from other districts of the eastern hills. 

14 	 This is in strong contrast to Nepali populations in countries such 
as Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, and India, where women are 
discouraged from migrating mainly for security reasons. 

15 	 This is also because a Buddhist Community Centre UK (BCCUK), 
run by Nepali Buddhists, was set up and acquired a disused 
BT building for more than £400,000, entirely raised within the 
community. This was converted into a Tibetan Buddhist monastery 
and community centre. When the BCCUK invited the Dalai Lama 
to visit Aldershot (Rushmoor Borough) in June 2012 as part of the 
fundraising drive, more than 6,000 people turned out at Aldershot 
FC stadium to meet him. He returned in June 2015 to open the new 
centre.

16 	 The computation of the unemployment rate considers only those who 
are of economically active age and actively seeking a job. Hence this 
excludes over 1 in 5 Nepalis who are out of the job market and are not 
actively seeking employment due to full-time education. The 2011 
Census showed 3.13% males and 5.47% females as unemployed. 
What is surprising and unexplainable in the Census report is that 
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25.6% Nepalis were reported inactive. This could be due to errors 
made while filling out the forms. 

17 	 Casey (2010: 5) makes the same observation. The newly arrived 
elderly Gurkhas a exceptions, most of who have to rely on pension 
credit as their pension is too low or do not get any at all. 

18 	 The full team of this project included the two editors of this volume, 
the two authors of this paper, Shrestha and Gellner, 2018). 14), Dr. 
Rajbabu Shrestha, and Dr Florence Gurung (see Gurung, 2018).

19 http://mayorofrushmoor.wordpress.com/2012/02/29/nepalis-in-the-
united-kingdom-an-overview/

20 	 Upon completion of the 2011 UK census, the ONS wrote to CNSUK 
to acknowledge the contribution made by CNSUK.

21 	 After publishing the 2011 census results, the ONS discovered 
a mistake: they had undercounted – by over half a million – EU 
migrants for a decade. The previous estimation of migrants' 
population based on the birth, death, and other official immigration 
figures proved wrong (Dawer, 2013). A huge discrepancy was also 
discovered between ONS's estimation of Nepalis in England and 
Wales by country of birth and the actual population as shown by the 
2011 census (Adhikari 2012).

22 	 See Hausner and Gellner (2012), Gellner and Hausner (2013), 
Pariyar et al. (2014), and Gellner et al. (2014) for some preliminary 
results of this mapping.

**
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Education and Employment
Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 

Lokendra P. Dhakal 
Prof. John Holford

The aim of this chapter is to explore and examine the state of education 
and employment (and the relationships between them) among Nepalis 
in the UK1. Focussing on current local labour markets, it seeks to 
identify the main trends in education, training and qualification, 
and how these can help an individual's employment and income. 
The chapter is based on information derived from the large scale 
survey conducted by CNSUK in 2008 (for detailed methodology 
see Adhikari, 2012b). The general trend of employability has been 
deduced by comparing education levels, gender and other variables. 
The chapter starts with the education and learning environment of 
Nepalis in the UK and their employment situation. A few sectors 
of employment are predominant; the relationships between these 
sectors and their unique features, and specific groups within the 
Nepali community – Gurkhas, International students and women – 
are discussed. The discussion focuses on how education can be used 
for the wider benefit of Nepalis in the UK. 

Education and learning for migrants: A powerful 
instrument
The 2008 CNSUK survey highlights the fact that the population 
of Nepali ethnicity has increased significantly and steadily since 
2004. Nepali migrants who came to the UK during the 1960s, 1970s 
and 1980s were mostly professionals and worked in medicine, 
engineering, and the academic and service sectors; a few also 
worked in restaurant businesses. The main motive in those days was 
educational advancement. In recent decades, however, the pattern of 

32
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migration has changed. Substantial numbers still come to study: these 
constitute the second largest group of Nepalis who arrived in the UK 
over the last two decades. In the 1960s, students typically had high 
profile jobs or came from affluent backgrounds in Nepal; only a very 
small number continued to stay in the UK after they had completed 
their studies, and they tended to have been offered professional jobs. 
Apart from students, the more recent migrants have either arrived 
in the search of paid employment or as refugees or asylum seekers. 
Broadly speaking, most of the recent immigrants can be considered 
economic migrants. Since former and serving Gurkhas (British 
soldiers of Nepali nationality) have been allowed to settle, they have 
constituted the largest number of Nepali immigrants in the UK (see 
Adhikari et al., 2012). The Nepali community therefore comprises 
people from various socio-economic and educational backgrounds. 
The migrants also come at varying ages, and have different abilities, 
educational needs, and skill requirements to participate effectively 
in the labour market. 

The link between education and employment is well 
established. This relationship is even more pronounced in migrant 
communities. Good education, and good educational qualifications, 
provides better chances both to secure better and more highly-
paid occupations, and help migrants to take opportunities of many 
other aspects of life. This is also true of post-school education; but 
becoming educated does not, of course, necessarily mean obtaining 
higher degrees. Learning can be non-formal and informal, as well as 
formal. Indeed, what we learn within formal education is often now 
insufficient to meet the demands of global competition. Migrants 
in particular need to learn and adapt to new local contexts and 
needs. In order to keep knowledge and skills up-to-date in today's 
fast-changing global society, learning needs to be continuous or 
“lifelong".  Lifelong learning helps refresh and refine knowledge and 
skills in response to changing job market contexts. In the following 
section, we explore and analyse education and employment among 
the Nepali diaspora in the UK, to find out their education levels, 
adaptability and employability.  
Education and employment – as it stands
In this section the results of the 2008 CNSUK survey are presented 
in relation to six themes: a) level of education, b) training and 
qualifications, c) labour market-employment and unemployment, 
d) matching qualifications with occupations, d) professional 
associations, e) self-employment, and f) job satisfaction. 
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Level of education  
The 2008 CNSUK survey estimated the total population of Nepali 
origin residing in the UK at 72,173.  A total of 7,881 people 
selected through snowballing process filled an in-depth household 
questionnaire which solicited information regarding education and 
employment.  Figure 32.1 outlines the educational level amongst 
this sample and details the percentages at each level. The level of 
literacy in Nepal is still very low (of people aged 6 years or above, 
it is 60.25% (CBS, 2001)) as educational opportunities have been 
limited. However, in the 2008 CNSUK survey questionnaire, more 
than 99 percent of Nepalis in the UK mentioned themselves as 
literate. Reporting oneself to be literate does not of course mean 
one is functionally fully capable of communicating in English. 
In one question, around 97 percent respondents indicated- 'can 
communicate in English'.  94 percent of respondents also claimed to 
watch TV, listen to the radio or read newspapers in English.  These 
are just examples of their attempts to learn and deal with things in 
English. When it comes to daily interaction, and doing business in 
English, the scenario is quite different. Anecdotal evidence on the 
growth of language services (e.g. language interpretation) among 
the Nepali community suggests that functional language skills and 
functional literacy are limited to a subset of the Nepali community.2   
In addition, when the new wave of pension-aged retired Gurkhas 
and their spouses are considered in the data, the level of literacy 
and functional literacy will be much lower than what the survey has 
shown in 2008.

Figure 32.1: Education level of Nepalis in the UK 

Source: CNSUK survey 2008
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Figure 32.1 show that, including school-aged children, nearly seven 
in ten Nepalis have qualifications at or below school-leaving level. 
Another 13.3% have A-levels or '10+2' (from Nepal) whereas 15.2% 
have university degrees ranging from undergraduate to PhD.3

Overall, nearly one in every four Nepalis in the UK is under 
15 years old and about one in five is of school going age. There 
are fewer women than men with university degrees, although the 
gender imbalance is less pronounced for school-level qualifications. 
Broadly, the levels of education correlate with age to a small extent. 
There is little difference by sex, though there are slightly more 
illiterate women (1%) than men (0.3%), and there are more men 
(6.1%) than women (3.1%) with masters qualifications or above. 
More men than women have only high school qualifications, mainly 
due to retired ex-Gurkhas having joined the army when they finished 
school (normally they do not advance their qualifications further). 
Nearly nine in 10 retired Gurkhas have education at or below 
secondary level, compared with only two-thirds of non-Gurkhas. 
Most Nepali people of pension age have only primary education. 
Three-quarters of those aged 45-49 have education of high school 
level or below. Needless to say those holding higher level jobs also 
tend to be better-educated, while the unemployed tend to be less 
well-educated (72% holding high school qualifications or below). 
Overall, two-thirds of those doing non-professional or menial jobs 
have completed their education at high school or earlier. However, 
one-third of those holding such non-profession or menial jobs are 
better qualified, including a few with PhDs. With regard to age, 
more than a quarter of 18-25 years olds have university degrees, 
while half of them have A-levels or 10+2 qualifications.  There is 
no great difference with regard to region, but people (Nepali) in 
London and Scotland have somewhat higher levels of qualification.

Turning to sub-ethnicity, the educational distribution varies 
only a little (see Figure 32.2). However, there are significantly more 
Bahun, Chhetri, Thakuri (combined) and Newar with university 
education than other groups.4 Two in five Bahun/Chhetri/ Thakuri 
and one in three Newars have university qualification, compared 
with one in 10 Gurung, one in 10 Rai, one in 11 Limbu and one in 
16 Magars.
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These educational differences seem due again, to Gurkha 
recruitment, and to sub-ethnicities like Bahun, Chhetri and Newar 
who come to the UK mainly by the virtue of their educational 
qualification, such as study or work. Similar disparities in educational 
outcome are also found in Nepal. Despite these differences, 
nowadays most of Nepalis place high value for education of their 
children.  

	 Of course, employability is not dependent solely on formal 
educational qualifications. Various occupational and professional 
qualifications also have important role in preparing and succeeding 
in labour market. Here below we explore and assess training and 
other qualifications of Nepalis in the UK.  

Figure 32.2: Educational qualification of Nepalis in the UK by 
sub-ethnicity 

Source: CNSUK Survey 2008

Training and qualifications– readying for labour market 

In the 1960s, the first professionally qualified Nepalis in the UK 
were medical doctors who chose to settle. Later, medical nurses, 
engineers, academics and restaurateurs followed. After 1990 came 
small number of lawyers, teachers, lecturers, accountants, journalists 
and caterers. Additional migration in recent years was triggered by 
the Highly Skilled Migration Programme (HSMP) visa provisions 
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introduced in 2002. CNSUK (2008) data in Table 32.1 shows the 
types of training and qualification held by Nepalis in the UK. 

Table 32.1: Training and qualification of Nepalis in the UK

Types training or qualifications Frequency Valid percent Cumulative 
percent

Medical profession (Doctors) 32 0.53 0.53
Nursing 147 2.44 2.97
Engineering 81 1.34 4.31
Accountancy, Auditing, 
Banking and Management 98 1.62 5.93
Social Scientist 48 0.80 6.73
Teaching 142 2.35 9.08
Legal/lawyer 16 0.27 9.35
Pharmacist 20 0.33 9.68
Scientist 19 0.31 10.00
Catering 204 3.38 13.38
Security/Military 1105 18.32 31.69
Caring 161 2.67 34.36
Others (Specify) 837 13.87 48.23
No qualifications 539 8.93 57.17
N/A Student 16 or over 852 14.12 71.29
N/A 15 or under 1732 28.71 100.00
Total 6033 100.00  

Source: CNSUK survey 2008

Table 32.1 also indicates the level of preparedness among the Nepali 
community for active participation in the labour market. The results 
show that some sectors (e.g. security) attract an overwhelming 
greater focus than others. About one in five Nepalis in the sample 
had been trained in the security sector due to the fact that most Nepali 
immigrants (and their family members) come from a British army 
background. Security has been the main field of employment for 
men, whereas nursing, care and 'other' professions have employed 
the majority of Nepali women. There is a general correlation between 
higher-level professions and higher-level education. Overall, about 
one in ten people have no training and qualifications at all. Those 
with no training and qualifications also have lower levels of formal 
education; these are more often women (15.2%) than men (4%).  
With regard to ethnicity, the pattern resembles that for education 
levels and ethnicity (see Figure 32.2). 

Professional associations
Since the 1980s, Nepalis in the UK have formed associations to 
support their respective professions, gain collective strength and to 
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develop their skills. One of the earliest was the Nepalese Doctors 
Association, formed in 1985. Within the medical sector, the 
second such grouping, the Nepalese Nurses Association UK, was 
established in 2008. The Association of Nepalese Accountants UK 
was established in 2002, the Britain Nepal Lawyers' Association 
in 2009, and the Society of Nepali Engineers in UK in 2010.  The 
Nepalese Caterers Association was established in 2004 by caterers 
who had worked in the UK.
	 All these associations work toward improving the skills 
and knowledge of their respective members. Their published 
objectives and general goals include: capacity building; exchange 
and networking of ideas and expertise; facilitating in job search and 
registration; advocacy; and counselling and coaching programmes. 
Some also undertake charity work to raise money and resources for 
awareness building and supporting the needy, both in the UK and 
Nepal.

Besides the above profession-specific Nepali associations 
there are two major academic and research forums, namely: the 
Britain Nepal Academic Council (BNAC) and the Centre for Nepal 
Studies UK (CNSUK), both of which promote academic research, 
seminars and conferences with a focus on Nepal and Nepali culture.  

Labour market: employment and unemployment 
In this section, we examine the employment and labour market 
situation of Nepalis in the UK. The discussion covers various 
forms of economic activity: employment, unemployment and self-
employment through established trading firms. 

Table 32.2: Labour market indicators of Nepalis in the UK

Various labour market indicators Percent
Male Female Total

Overall sample  population  studied (N=7232) 52.46 47.54 100
Size of labour market (16 yrs or above, 
women up to 59 and man up to 64 yrs) (5440 
of total 7232)

75.6 74.9 75.27

Unemployment rate (unemployed and 
actively seeking job/ total active age 
population)  (N=158)

1.37 7.6 3.78

Employment rate of active age population 75.81 67.52 72.3
Active age population in full time education 22.4 25.4 23.94

Source: CNSUK Survey 2008



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

163

The Nepali labour market in the UK comprises 75.27 percent 
of the Nepali population (see Table 32.2): or, in another words, three 
in four Nepalis in the UK are of economically active age (women 
aged 16-59 and men aged 16-64). The unemployment rate was 
calculated using International Labour Organisation's definition of 
a person as unemployed if they are not employed and are actively 
seeking employment or are available for work. The unemployment 
rate was calculated as the ratio of unemployed people with all 
those of economically active age. On this basis, the unemployment 
rate of Nepalis in the UK in 2008 was 3.78 percent. Women's 
unemployment (7.6%) was much higher than men's (1.37%). In 
reality, the unemployment rate of women also contains women 
looking after family without being in paid employment; hence, their 
actual unemployment rate could be significantly lower. Apart from 
students, no information on economic inactivity was obtained, such 
as unavailability for work due to long-term illness or disability. The 
proportion of the population of economically active age in full-time 
education was 23.94 percent (22.4% male and 25.4% female). This 
is to be due to students doing courses at A level or above include a 
large number of international students. In fact, a large proportion of 
those in full-time study also have part-time work. 
	 Nepalis in the UK have taken up a range of employment 
and occupations. Without counting serving Gurkhas, the largest 
number is in the security industry, followed by catering services. 
Several work in the care and housekeeping, factory-warehouse 
and sales-related work. A relatively small number work as doctors, 
engineers, nurses, accountants and social or technical researchers. 
Several also run business and are self-employed. The employment 
and occupation of Nepalis in the UK can therefore be categorised 
into four major parts: Higher profession, middle profession, non-
profession, and business (self-employment) (Figure 32.3). Apart 
from those who are in employment or self-employment, most work 
in non-professional sector including housekeeping, sales, factory 
work, security/guarding, care (assistants), etc. The non-professional 
work involves the notorious 'three Ds': Dangerous, Dirty and 
Difficult. One in 20 are in middle professional works such as nursing 
and chefs whereas one in 10 of them have works involving higher 
professions such as doctors, engineers, lawyers, scientists, social 
scientists, managers and accounting. One in 20 people have some 
kind of trade business or self-employments. 
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Figure 32.3:  Employment of Nepalis in the UK by professional 
levels and types (of active age and in-employment)

Source: CNSUK survey 2008

Although the proportion of medical doctors in the CNSUK sample 
was small, it is informally estimated that there are around 300 
medical doctors working in the UK. This sector is also attracting 
many second generation Nepalis; anecdotal evidence suggests 
over a dozen foreign trained Nepali doctors have recently arrived 
with qualifications from countries such as Nepal, China, India, 
Bangladesh and Russia.

Nursing is the other most preferred profession, and about 500 
nurses from Nepal have joined the UK Nursing register between 2004 
and 2008 but Adhikari (2008) estimates a total of between 700 and 1000 
Nepali nurses are registered and working in the UK. Hausner (2011) 
mentions that many hundreds more Nepal trained and qualified nurses 
have migrated to the UK and await full accreditation. The Nurses from 
Nepal made up of one of the largest number of foreign registrants with 
the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) in the UK, and in 2007-
2008 they were the fifth largest number (Nursing and Midwifery 
Council, 2008). Similarly, there are hundreds of engineers and other 
Nepali professionals in the UK. Banking, accounting, auditing and 
management sector is also attracting many students and the number of 
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those graduated from the UK universities is also on rise. 

Considering the total population (both active and inactive 
age), the employment result by gender shows that there are slightly 
more men (5%) than women (2.6%) in the higher professional 
sector, likewise there are more men (60.8%) than women (55.3%) 
in non-professional sector. No gender differences stand out in the 
middle professions.

With regard to age, 94 percent of people aged 16-18 years 
were in full time education and only 0.3 percent were unemployed.  
Similarly, of young people aged 18-24, over three-fifths were in 
education and only 1.5% were unemployed. The unemployment 
ratio is highest among men over sixty (7.1%).

Matching training and qualifications with occupation- adaptation 
is a 'key' 

A further analysis of the relationship between training and 
qualification and employment shows that many people with 
high levels of training and qualifications are in higher or middle 
professions (Table 32.3). However, many with higher professional 
qualifications are in non-professional or menial work, and some are 
even unemployed. Half of those with a social science background 
are doing non-professional or menial work, along with over two in 
five from teaching, over one in three from accounting, and about  
one in five from nursing, engineering, and legal backgrounds. 

People with social science degrees face tough competition in 
the labour market. However, most of those from such a background 
in the CNSUK study were fortunate enough to be employed or 
self-employed. For school teachers, the requirement to obtain a 
UK teaching qualification was reported to be the major hurdle. The 
qualifying process was both time consuming and expensive, and 
many do not seem interested in pursuing it. 
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The proportion of employed lawyers is moderate. Although few in 
number, all qualified lawyers seem to be employed – but not all in 
their professional field. The number of practising lawyers could rise 
as the UK Government adopted a new rule in mid-2011 allowing 
Nepali lawyers, with three years of professional experience in Nepal, 
to practise law in the UK provided they pass the Qualified Lawyer 
Transfer Test (QLTT). 

The 2008 CNSUK research suggests that many Nepali 
professionals whose professions were not in high demand in their 
local labour market have switched to new professions. Many of 
the Highly Skilled Migration Programme participants, who were 
unable to get their preferred professional job had either given up 
their professions or had opted to change profession. As a result, few 
were trying to adjust to the demand of labour market by taking up 
jobs in the retail, service, security and food sectors or turning toward 
self-employment. Others have started trade businesses, such as 
restaurants, grocery stores, property management and launderettes.  

Self-employment through small and medium level enterprises

Nepalis are trying to establish, adapt and contribute to the demands of 
their local labour markets. The economic squeeze of recent years has 
hit every sector hard. The diversity in occupation that Nepalis have 
taken up reflects their adaptability. Low levels of unemployment 
compared to UK nationals, reflects Nepalis' intelligence in their 
choice of job.

	 Nepali entrepreneurs have opened up their businesses in the 
UK since 1970s. Initially these were mostly in the food and catering 
sectors in and around London. Later more food outlets were started 
in Scotland and Wales. Since 2000, as the Nepali population started 
to grow, a variety of businesses has emerged.

	 CNSUK (2010) and (2011) published Directories of Nepalis 
and listed the businesses owned by the Nepali community in the 
UK as in Table 32.4. This Table shows 271 established firms run 
by Nepalis, spanning 19 sectors. However, a further observation 
showed that a few other businesses run by Nepalis were missed 
out in the Directories, while new ones have emerged, such as, 
cleaning companies, jewellery shops, tailoring services, money 
transfer services and internet based businesses. In term of number 
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of business outlets, restaurants top the list, with 122 Nepali 
owned restaurants and food outlets reported. Other businesses are 
lesser in number but growing as Nepali population increases and 
employment opportunities diminish. People with an entrepreneurial 
frame of mind have been slowly opting to run their own businesses, 
individually or collectively. In this respect, the Nepali community 
seems little different from its Asian neighbours. Chinese and Indian 
migrants started enterprises and promoted entrepreneurship when 
their populations grew (Mascarenhas-Keyes, 2008). The data from 
CNSUK (2011) suggested that these self-employed businesses are 
mostly spread around England, with only a few in Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. This fits with the demographic pattern of 
Nepali population in the UK. 

Table 32.4: List of trade business and self-employment entities 
run by Nepalis in the UK

SN Types of firms No. Percent
Restaurants/bars/cafes 122 45.0
Grocery (retailed and wholesale) 22 8.1
Educational institutes 17 6.3
Legal/immigration 16 5.9
Travels 16 5.9
Miscellaneous 16 5.9
Accounting, auditing and taxation 12 4.4
Media 12 4.4
Money transfer 6 2.2
Hotel 5 1.8
Security 5 1.8
Driving instruction/school 4 1.5
Entertainment (party, music, photography) 4 1.5
Laundry 3 1.1
Language translation 3 1.1
Mortgage 2 0.7
Motor/Taxi 2 0.7
Real estate/properties 2 0.7
Wholesale suppliers/distributors 2 0.7
Total 271 4.4

Source: Directories of Nepalis in the UK 2011 (CNSUK, 2011)
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They not only serve clients of Nepali ethnicity alone; they 
also cater to the needs of the broader British society. A very few 
market Nepali traditional and cultural products; and these are also 
small in size. Some are doing on-line business: one sole trader 
(Sudip Gautam also known as Dario Lopez as a trade name) became 
Britain's biggest seller on eBay in the year 2010 (Lawson, 2011). 

Apart from restaurants, the second most popular area of self-
employment is in retail sector- also a feature of other south Asian 
migrant communities (Digby, 2003). This sector does not require 
professional or technical skills or significantly large capital outlay, 
and is therefore relatively safe to operate. To optimise costs these 
businesses are mostly run by families or their close friends. Most 
prefer to employ co-ethnic labour, again a common trend among 
entrepreneurs from south Asia and Africa (Basu and Altiney, 2002). 
The majority of businesses employ at least some family members. 
Husband and wives, brother and sisters work alternately or on part-
time patterns: in this way they achieve a competitive edge.

Satisfaction with employment – 'mostly yes'.  

Job satisfaction generally results from matching jobs with the 
workers' skills. However, there are a variety of factors that influence 
this. Overall, 86 percent of Nepalis who were working were happy 
with their job (Figure 32.4) - a very positive indicator. Breaking the 
figures down by age group, those aged 30-35 are less satisfied (84%) 
than the age groups immediately below and above. However, there 
seems no significant correlation between age and satisfaction. The 
more highly educated seem less satisfied (70% for Masters) than the 
less-well-educated (A level and 10+2) (90%); job satisfaction among 
the illiterate is 100%. No difference is apparent in job satisfaction by 
sex. Turning to ethnicity, differences are also small: the combined 
group of Bahun, Chhettri and Thakuri (77%) and Thakali (76%) 
were only slightly below of all other groups. Former Gurkhas seem 
to have higher satisfaction (92.8%) than others (82.8%). There is 
no major regional difference, but those in greater London area were 
slightly less satisfied (78.2%). 
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Figure 32.4: Satisfied with job 

Source: CNSUK survey 2008

In general, job satisfaction figures from the CNSUK survey 
(2008) vary across sectors. Some sectors are overwhelmingly 
positive, while others had more mixed responses. In general, when 
the job undertaken by an individual matched the skills or training 
of that individual, the satisfaction level was high across all regions 
of the UK, both sexes and all age groups. But, generally, when the 
job undertaken had no relationship with an individual's education, 
training or skills then the satisfaction level was weak. Thus, most 
of the respondents who reported dissatisfaction are ones who have 
professional qualification and were doing low or menial work. 

Thematic discussion: Gurkha, students and women
Gurkhas – an active force   in labour market

'Gurkha' is the generalised term for a serving or retired Nepali 
soldier in the British army. After serving a certain number of years 
in the British army the Government now allows them to settle in 
the UK, if they wish. Similarly, with recent decision, soldiers who 
retired before 1997 are also allowed to settle and work.

The CNSUK survey 2008 shows that more than six in ten 
Nepali population in the UK are Gurkhas and their dependants. The 
Gurkha group can be further classified into two broad groups:  serving 
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Gurkhas, and ex-Gurkhas. Serving Gurkhas and their dependents 
are generally better off and more resourceful than the other group, 
and hence have access to better education (e.g., dependents are 
subsidised by the government to study in private schools of choice). 
As a result, their employment opportunities tend to be better. On 
contrary, ex-Gurkhas are generally pensioners, and have relatively 
limited resources to exploit. They therefore have lesser capacity to 
invest in better education and for life needs. 

In addition, every year one to two serving soldiers of the 
Gurkhas Signals (regiment within the Brigade of Gurkhas) get the 
opportunity to pursue a BSc in Electronics. Similarly, annually, 
two to three serving soldiers from Gurkha Engineer Department 
get the opportunity to do a BSc in Mechanical, Electrical and 
Civil Engineering. These are some skilled-based job opportunities 
available for limited number of serving Gurkha soldiers. Some 
serving Gurkhas' wives are currently practising as medical doctors 
in the NHS and some are studying medicine and nursing in Nepal, 
India, China, Pakistan and Bangladesh. 

Even the ex-Gurkhas and their children seem to be putting 
added emphasis on the education. There are a few Gurkha veterans 
who have completed higher degrees including PhD, medical courses, 
engineering. Others have obtained skill-based vocational training 
and qualifications. The majority of ex-Gurkhas under the age of 
60 are employed in the security industry. There are four security 
companies owned and run by ex-Gurkhas. Some Gurkhas are in 
the cleaning and restaurant business. Families of ex-Gurkhas, most 
being less well-educated, work mainly in housekeeping and cleaning 
jobs. However, a few who have gained education work as a qualified 
staff nurses (most hold the qualification from Nepal but some are 
currently studying Nursing courses in the UK) and are working in 
NHS. The second generation (families of ex-Gurkhas) is getting 
equipped for the UK labour market too. Approximately 30 sons and 
daughters of retired Gurkhas as qualified medical doctors are in the 
process of passing the UK's medical qualifying examination. Two 
medical doctors and one doctor in dentistry have already joined 
the Royal Medical Corps and Dental Corps respectively. It is also 
estimated that every year average 20 ex-Gurkhas, children are 
graduating from the UK universities.
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A recent study (Gurung, 2011) conducted in Kent and in the 
Borough of Rushmoor on Gurkha settlement and their integration 
process has indicted that working age Gurkhas are the most 
economically active and self-reliant social group in the UK. The 
study also highlights that 80% of these working age Gurkhas have 
proficiency in English language and their children are in education, 
employment or training. Beside this, 72% are involved in some sort 
of voluntary work in their local communities. The study further 
shows that the employment rates of Gurkha men and women under 
60 years of age are 95.1% and 92.6%, respectively. The study also 
finds that 8.8% of males and 1.3% of females are self-employed or 
are themselves employers (employing up to 370 individuals).

All of the above evidence points that serving and former 
Gurkhas and their families are moving carefully to secure 
opportunities within the labour market. And, as stated above, 
serving Gurkhas, their families and ex-Gurkhas and their dependants 
under the age of 60 are very much a productive element of the UK 
workforce. There is also evidence that an overwhelming percentage 
of serving and retired Gurkhas' families are not dependent on 
government benefits (Gurung, 2011). Despite having lower level of 
education, many retired Gurkhas have a good level of English, often 
better than many non-Gurkhas qualified in Nepal. Gurkhas also have 
arguably learnt to adapt and have some marketable practical skills, 
such as being commonly seen as 'best fit' for the security industry. 
However, most of the Gurkhas aged 60 years and above who do not 
receive a work pension, due to the government rule, are dependent 
on pension credit (see Laksamba, 2012). 

International students – A missed opportunity

UK universities and colleges have attracted many students from 
Nepal since the 1950s. Many of them came to take short-term 
training, skill-based long term studies or a full time education. A 
few students studied science, commerce, humanities, arts, language, 
literature, and education during the 1960s and 1970s. Records show 
that the number of students arriving increased rapidly since the 
1990s (see Adhikari et al., 2012). 

Tuition fees have grown much more rapidly than consumer 
prices, but there has also been an increase in living costs. An 
unpublished report (Bhattarai, 2009), indicates that until changes 
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in the rules regarding student visas and educational institutions, 
both the number of students employed and the hours they work had 
increased over the years. Most Nepali students expect to have to 
get jobs to help pay their college expenses, as neither the students 
themselves nor their parents will always be able to pay the costs of 
full time education.

Since 2008 Nepali students have also utilised the UK 
government's Post-Study Work (PSW) programme (which ends 
in April 2012). The PSW allows the most talented students from 
non-EEA nations who have graduated from the UK universities to 
transfer category that allows them to involve in employment or self-
employment. This helps students gain work experience, and hence 
works as a transitional route for professional development. 

However, with changes in the UK visa rules restricting work 
and post-study work opportunities to students and their dependents 
and restrictive immigration terms would mean that the UK is and 
will no longer be one of the most sought-after education destinations 
for Nepali students. The stricter student visa regulation of 2011 
(coupled with the current economic downturn) has discouraged new 
students from Nepal to come to the UK. There is also evidence that 
a sizeable number of Nepali students are now voluntarily returning 
to their home country.

Women in the work force – enriching household capital

Participation of Nepali women in the workforce is in general very 
high.  Aside from anecdotal events, the CNSUK survey 2008 found 
that in general two in three Nepali women of working age are 
involved in some sort of paid work whereas one in four of them are 
in full time education. Overall, 7.6 percent are unemployed.

The majority of the working women possess a basic level 
of education, and limited language skills, which leads them to do 
unskilled and menial jobs. Only a small percentage of Nepali women 
are employed in the professional sector, the majority of who are 
trained in the health sectors and work as medical nurses. Looking at 
education and income relationships, Nepali women are more likely 
to work full-time than part-time. 

The data from 2008 CNSUK survey suggests that Nepali 
women are well represented in the British labour force compared 
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with other south Asian immigrants (e.g. Pakistani and Bangladeshis) 
(see Dale et al 2002; and Dobbs, Green and Zealey, 2006) for 
comparisons). The reason for this can be attributed to the general 
Nepali cultural practices and attitudes toward women working 
outside the home: in a Nepali community, across all sub-ethnic 
groups, working women are highly respected and opinions toward 
women in work are quite positive. When they do the paid work and 
earn, they receive more respect and gain more power in household 
and community level decisions. 

Many social and household-level benefits result from 
the high level of women's participation in the labour force. It has 
helped to make women more independent; these working women 
are more confident and relatively well versed in English than Nepali 
women who are not in employment; again those who have already 
better level of English and more confident are likely to get (better) 
jobs than those who lack them. They play a key role in household 
decision making and investment plans. Nepali women in work 
have enriched their individual family economies, and contributed 
to capital formation among the Nepali community and the British 
economy as a whole.   

There are of course some downsides to the increased level 
of participation of man and women from a household in work: for 
example, less time is available for children and family; increased job 
stress carried over into familial settings; and some health (including 
mental) problems. However, these shortcomings are outweighed 
by the financial, attitudinal and moral level benefits that women's 
participation in the work force has generated. 

Conclusions
Education has been the emphasis of the Nepali community since 
the start of migration in the UK. It was considered to be essential 
for employment opportunities. Data presented in this chapter also 
shows that Nepalis are trying to reinvent themselves in their new 
permanent home. 

The CNSUK survey 2008 indicates that trends in education, 
both in school and college/university are encouraging. In primary 
and secondary education some problems emerged for children newly 
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arrived from Nepal, chiefly due to differences between the two 
countries' educational systems, learning English, and adapting to the 
educational environment (Casey, 2010). These are common among 
migrant groups. Children however seem to resolve this within a 
few months of study with their own added effort, and parental help. 
Generally Nepali communities are clustered in working class areas; 
hence, there is a greater chance that the children will be attending 
relatively under-performing schools and will need additional backup 
in their studies from either parents or tutors. 

The 2008 CNSUK survey also showed that a significant 
proportion of Nepali A level graduates were applying for university. 

The Nepali community is generally reluctant to access 
government benefits (Casey, 2010). Only on rare occasions does 
one see a member of young Nepali community in a dole queue. 
Nepali culture values work highly; but the desire to be in job is due 
to cultural ethics coupled with current needs. While some newly 
arrived pensioners are obtaining benefit supports, the working age 
population is overwhelmingly active in the labour market. It is also 
evident from studies that a high number of Nepalis of economically 
active age are working. In contrast, among ethnic minorities in 
the UK as a whole, only 61% are in employment - around 13% 
below the UK population as a whole (Clark and Drinkwater, 2009). 
However, most Nepali men and women, partly due to their low-level 
qualifications, are found in non-professional or menial jobs. This 
was also the case among early migrants either coming from Indian 
sub-continent or from parts of Africa (Li et al, 2008). 

The decline in service and manufacturing sectors has hit 
every community hard, and the Nepali community is not immune. 
The current economic squeeze has impacted especially hard 
on groups which have come to the UK more recently, who have 
experienced some discrimination in an attempt to obtain few jobs 
which are available in the labour market. However, CNSUK survey 
2008 suggests that majority of Nepalis have managed well.  

Education is important both for professional and personal 
gain. A minority of Nepalis in the UK are highly qualified, while the 
majority lack standard education. While education, training and other 
qualifications alone are not sufficient conditions for a successful 
career building, an education of some sort is often paramount to 
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future success for any migrant community 

The new generation of Nepalis needs not only to look for 
opportunities for career enhancement, but also to improve their 
skills by means of lifelong learning. As education levels improve, 
the economic and social class position of Nepalis in the UK can be 
expected to improve. But this will take a long and steady effort from 
the Nepali community. 
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Notes
1.  	 This paper was included in the Nepalis in the United Kingdom: An 

Overview book (Laksamba, C.K., Dhakal, L.P., & Holford, J. (2012). 
'Education and Employment' in K.P. Adhikari (ed.) Nepalis in the 
United Kingdom: An Overview, pp. 69–90. Reading: CNSUK.). Data 
used in the paper came from the CNSUK's survey in the UK in 2008. 

2.   	 Functional literacy in this paper is understood as a person to be 
functionally literate when he/she could read and write enough to be 
effective in the normal activities of life. 	

3.   	 In Nepal secondary school is completed after passing grade 10 and 
subsequent school leaving certificate examination conducted by a 
government's exam broad. The students study for further two years 
of higher secondary qualifications which is known as 10+2.

4.   	 As defined in in Adhikari, 2012b, since we have regarded Nepali as 
an ethnic minority group in the UK, to avoid confusion in meaning 
various sub-groups within the Nepali community are defined as sub-
ethnic groups. 

**
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Social Mobility of Nepalis in the 
UK: A Case Study of Fairfax Road, 

Farnborough

Dr Chandra K. Laksamba,  
Dr Krishna P. Adhikari 

Lokendra P. Dhakal

Introduction 

The Nepali community in the UK is new and yet it is one of the 
fastest growing ethnic minority groups in England.12 There has been 
a steady rise in their numbers in the UK between 2001 and 2016 
(currently estimated at around 100,000). This is due to changes in 
the immigration rules in 2004 and 2009 allowing Gurkhas and their 
dependants to settle in the UK. Keeping this population growth 
in mind, the Centre for Nepal Studies UK (CNSUK) conducted a 
survey in 2008 and established a demographic benchmark and came 
up with several useful findings, which were reported in a book, 
Nepalis in the United Kingdom: An Overview, 2012 (Adhikari, 
2012a). Building further on this study and focusing specifically on 
youth and their families, the CNSUK is currently conducting a pilot 
project to study the social mobility of the Nepalis in England by 
undertaking case studies in Farnborough and Reading. The aim of 
the study is to understand how the Nepali community is performing 
in terms of education and occupation in relation to British classes, 
and what their likely status would be in the future. Since standard 
sociological studies of class dynamics and social mobility tend to 
exclude many small, yet growing, ethnic minority communities in 

33
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the UK, this study is expected to be of significance to the community, 
policy makers and academics. This short piece presents a case study 
of Nepali migration and mobility in Fairfax Road, Farnborough, 
a place that has seen an exponential rise of Nepalis, mainly ex-
Gurkhas and their families since they first settled there in 2001. In 
2004 there were approximately 25 Nepali households (comprising 
100 people) in the whole of Farnborough and three of them were in 
Fairfax Road. 
	 During the 15-year period, since 2005 Nepali households 
in Fairfax Road have increased 10-fold to 36, which makes up 
about 80% of households in Fairfax Road. Our preliminary case 
analysis suggests that there is a reasonable socio-economic progress 
(measured mainly through educational achievements, employment 
and house ownership) among the Nepali community in Fairfax 
Road. The majority (30) of these households own property, and their 
employment rate is nearly 100%. This suggests that they are laying 
the essential foundation for future social mobility.
	 We define social mobility as a movement of individuals or 
groups in the social class order or social position over a period of 
time. It takes place in many ways: vertically (upward and downward) 
or horizontally; intra-generationally; relatively or absolutely 
(Goldthorpe 1980; Platt 2005). There are primarily two major 
theoretical traditions to study social class in the UK: Goldthorpe's 
seven-class scheme based on occupations; and, Savage and Devine's 
seven-class scheme based on economic, social and cultural capital as 
used in the BBC's Great British Class Survey (Savage and Devine, 
2013). Delving into theoretical discussions is beyond the scope of 
this paper. In this paper, we simply aim to describe some of the 
findings of the case study to suggest the dynamics and the direction 
of the nascent Nepali community in the UK. 

Fairfax Road, Farnborough 
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The study began with an exploratory exercise that we call social 
mapping to collect data. While the overall study applies a mixed-
method (quantitative and qualitative) to collect data, this paper 
is based on a case study, which employs ethnographic methods 
including interviews, observation, and formal and informal 
interactions, to acquire in-depth insights into the community 
dynamics. The data have been analysed using simple quantitative 
tools, such as tabulation and qualitative content analysis. 

Results: demographic changes between 2001 and 2016 in 
Fairfax Road
In 2001, there were 3 Nepali households on Fairfax Road. The first 
Nepali to move and live in this road was a Limbu family, the family 
continues to live there and own the house. Before moving here, the 
head of this household used to live in Aldershot where he retired 
from his job as British Gurkha. A kind of chain migration started 
thereafter: within three months, his nephew and another friend (Rai) 
also bought properties next to his, totalling three Nepali families 
living on the same stretch of road. At that time, they used to have a 
joint family dinner every Friday on a rotational basis. Made of nine 
Limbus and four Rais, there were altogether 13 people, of whom 
eight were males and five females. Among them were five boys (one 
born in the UK in 1997) and two girls. The average family size was 
4.3. All eligible adult members were in full-time employment. None 
of them were elderly or on pension credit. Today (2016), the total 
population of Nepalis living in this road has risen to 139. They are 
of diverse backgrounds, but they are predominantly ex-Gurkhas and 
their families. Of them, 51 are Gurung, 26 Rai, 23 Limbu, 21 Magar, 
6 Tamang, 5 Ghale, 4 Sunuwar and 3 Newar. 14 Limbu members 
moved out of the road over the years. The road has conspicuously 
metamorphosed today in terms of race or ethnicity: the majority of 
the houses (30) on the road are owned by Nepalis. There are more 
Nepali females (74) than males (65). Among them, there is an elderly 
ex-Gurkha couple, and one elderly Gurkha wife (widow) who live 
on state benefits (pension credit). The remainder are in full-time 
education or employment. The average family size is 3.9. 
	 Below, we explore further the migration of Nepalis in Fairfax 
Road, their educational and employment situation, and property 
ownership, while making passing reference to the existing local 
community. In Table 33.1, we present educational and employment 
information of the second generation who are out of education 
(about half of them studied in Nepal, and most of them are counted 
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as first-generation immigrants), and in Table 2, information about 
the second generation who are currently pursuing higher education. 

Education and employment 
Almost all of the first-generation Nepalis residing in this road are 
ex-Gurkhas. As mentioned above, they are in full-time employment. 
Some of them have also pursued further educational qualifications 
after leaving the Army. One ex-Gurkha and another Gurkha's 
wife started their studies from GCSE and completed a BSc Hons 
in sociology and BSc nursing respectively from the University of 
Surrey. The graduate ex-Gurkha is working in the hotel industry 
while the graduate exGurkha spouse is with the NHS. However, 
the first-generation Nepalis here have faced a number of difficulties 
in the course of their attempts to integrate. Some of them have 
language difficulties, leading to reduced opportunities for better-
paid job prospects. Those elderly Gurkhas, who migrated within the 
past seven years, have reported language and other barriers to access 
welfare services, while bearing social pain of living separately from 
their families, who are denied visa due to their age. 
	 In order to improve understanding of the differentiated 
positions of the second generation Nepalis in terms of their education 
and employment, we divide them into two distinct cohorts on the 
basis of their place of studies (country) (Table 33.1). 

Table 33.1: Education and employment of second-generation 
Nepalis 

*Tribhuvan University (TU) and Kathmandu University (KU) 
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The highest level qualification of the first group who studied in Nepal 
is BA and the lowest is the School Leaving Certificate (SLC) level 
(roughly equivalent to GCSE). Those who studied in the UK have 
a similar position on average with the exception of one, who has a 
Master's degree qualification. Though both groups are in full-time 
employment, the table clearly shows the differences in terms of their 
occupational status: those who graduated from Nepal are working 
as low level menial workers, such as baggage handlers, porters and 
care assistants, and so on. On the other hand, most of those who 
were educated in the UK are working in areas of employment that 
require managerial expertise. This shows that those educated in the 
UK are likely to have an edge over those educated in Nepal, perhaps 
in comparative terms it is due to variations in academic quality 
and employability. We are unable to explore this fully because a 
number of younger Nepalis (Table 33.2) are currently pursuing 
higher education in the UK and other European countries and we 
need to see how they will do in the future. Below, we look at their 
educational status. 
	 The majority of this group received their primary to higher 
education in the UK and consider English as their first language. 
So far, their educational performance is promising. As Table 33.2 
shows, there are four persons studying for post-graduate degrees 
specialising in highly technical/professional disciplines: Aeronautical 
Engineering, Pharmacy, Law, and Computer Networking. Eight of 
them are pursuing undergraduate degrees in attractive professional 
fields, such as Medicine, Business Administration, and Finance and 
Accounting. There are two in the local Sixth Form College who are 
aiming to become a medical doctor or a linguist. 
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Table 33.2: Currently pursuing higher education 

Heading towards better social class? 
Initially Fairfax Road was a relatively less vibrant settlement 
with many unemployed people, with falling population due to the 
continuous outmigration of the local community. Our study shows 
that this settlement has gone through a tremendous transformation in 
the past 15 years due to immigration. There were only three Nepali 
families living here in the early 2000s and the number today has risen 
to 36. The majority of the Nepali families own their own property 
and hardly anyone is unemployed. The property value has increased 
over the years with the area becoming more attractive to live in. The 
community is getting vibrant and is productive as far as economic 
activities are concerned, indicative of conducive environment for, 
and possible achievement of upward social mobility. This is also 
reflected in the satisfaction with members' achievements expressed 
by the Nepali community in the area. A father of two children said: “I 
am fully satisfied with the educational achievement of my children. 
My son is studying for an MSc Aeronautical Engineering degree 
and my daughter for MBBS." Another parent (lady) expressed her 
satisfaction very pragmatically while also making reference to the 
local community: “Yes, our children are doing well in the sense that 
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those capable are studying and those not so capable are working 
full time. We, parents, are also doing well. I feel we are doing far 
better than the original local residents in Fairfax Road socially and 
economically. The majority of them live in former council houses 
belonging to the Rushmoor Borough Council (now First Wessex 
Housing Association)." One of our young second generation 
respondents stated: “I am sure, with ability and hard work, Nepalis 
will achieve top-level positions in the Britain in the next 20 years." 
We noted Nepali youths being attracted (or encouraged by parents) 
predominantly to technical fields. There is therefore a distinct lack 
of diversity across other disciplines. The number of those studying 
for a degree in the arts and social science fields is negligible. 
	 The younger generations are integrated relatively well 
locally with the British system and society. In a way they have 
the best of both cultures (origin and destination). However, the 
attachment to Nepal for some is not as strong as it is for the older 
generations (Adhikari and Gellner, 2012). Perhaps these youths can 
be categorised safely as a true 'British Nepali' generation. 

Conclusion 
The social mapping and the case study of the Nepali diaspora of 
Fairfax Road, Farnborough, suggests that the Nepali community is 
making productive use of available means and social environment, 
while accumulating and enhancing capital assets necessary for 
social mobility. The in-depth household and individual interviews 
have further indicated that the social, cultural, and economic capital, 
brought in by the community, has played a pivotal role in charting 
the pathways of social mobility of the Nepali diaspora in the UK. 
The hardworking culture of Nepalis has also added economic value 
in the process. Nepalis are culturally active, and have high social 
capital at bonding (community level) even though they lack social 
capital at wider level (both vertically and horizontally). However, 
these resources and limited successes have not yet ensured a broad-
based achievement in terms of class schemes in the UK. Nepalis 
may be deemed to be doing relatively well in terms of Savage and 
Devine's class schema (which considers economic, social and cultural 
capital) than Goldthrope's schema (which considers occupations). 
To identify the trajectory and the degree of social mobility of the 
Nepalis in the UK, further in-depth research is being carried out in 
Farnborough and Reading. We need to make a longitudinal analysis, 
and learn from the experience of other communities, particularly 
the South Asian, to see to what extent the current trend of higher 
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educational achievements of the Nepali youths will result in the 
higher occupational achievements and in upwards social mobility 
in the future. 
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Education, Employment and Social 
Mobility of Nepali Doctors, Nurses 

and their Children in the UK
Dr Chandra K. Laksamba

This article is about the employment and social mobility of Nepali 
doctors, nurses, and their children in the UK.1 It mainly explores 
the past and present trends and highlights possible future directions. 
Hence, the article is more descriptive than analytical.

	 The presence of Nepali doctors in the UK can be traced 
back to the early 1950s. Nepali doctors came to the UK mainly to 
pursue higher medical degrees, such as: Fellow of Royal College 
of Surgeons (FRCS), Member of the Royal College of Physicians 
(MRCP), Member of the Royal College of Pathologists (MRCPath), 
Member of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
(MRCOG), Fellow of Royal College of Anaesthetists (FRCAS), 
Member of Royal College of Psychiatrists (MRCPsych), Member 
of the Royal College of General Practitioners (MRCGP), and so on. 
MRCP, FRCS, FRCAS, MRCOG, MRCPsych, MRCPath, MRCGP 
are UK postgraduate diplomas which require sitting an examination. 
By contrast, Fellowships, for instance, FRCP, FRCOG, FRCGP, 
FRCPsych, and FRCPath, are honorary diplomas, which are 
generally awarded after working several years in the respective field 
of medicine without having to sit for any exam.

	 Drs Mrigendra Raj Pandey (first Nepali MRCP), Surya 
Bahadur Basnyat (first Nepali FRCS) and Kanti Giri (first Nepali 
MRCOG), S.K. Pahari, Dambar Bahadur Karki, Ishwar Lal Acharya, 
C.P. Maskey, Siphala Pradhan, Sabitri Gurung, Dibya Shree Malla, 

34
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Raghubir Vaidya, Mahendra Prasad, Dwarika Prasad Manandhar, 
Laxman Paudyal and Laxmi Narayan Prasad came to the UK 
for higher medical degrees under UK government scholarship 
programmes in the 1950s and 60s. Dr Hemang Dixit, who did his 
MBBS degree in London in the 1950s, is the first Nepali MBBS 
doctor qualified in the UK.

	 Since the 1960s, Nepali doctors have started to settle and 
practise in the UK on and after completion of their higher degrees. 
In the process of medical practice, Nepali doctors were able to reach 
the specialist positions such as: Dr Shambhu Adhikari is the first 
Nepali consultant physician, Dr Badriman Shrestha is the first Nepali 
consultant surgeon, Dr Prem Bikram Hamal is the first consultant 
pathologist, Dr Rekha Shrestha is the first consultant obstetricians 
and gynaecologist, the late Dr Ramji Gautam was the first consultant 
anaesthetist, Dr Kesharlal Shrestha is the first psychiatric consultant, 
and Dr Anil Tuladhar is the first consultant paediatrician. Dr Pinaki 
Prasad Acharya (father of the late Shailaja Acharya, former Deputy 
Prime Minister of Nepal and leader of Nepali Congress) was the 
first Nepali doctor to have worked as a General Medical Practitioner 
(GP) in the UK.

	 According to Dr Raghav Dhital, OBE, Dr Phauda Raj 
Thebe and the present Joint Secretary of NDAUK, Dr Beena Subba, 
today there are about 300 doctors from junior level to consultants 
(approximately 30 are consultants), who are carrying out medical 
practice across the UK. The Centre for Nepal Studies UK

(CNSUK)'s large-scale survey of 2008 estimated 200 Nepali doctors 
in medical practice in the UK. Most of them came to the UK since the 
early 1960s and stayed back on and after their studies. In addition, 
CNSUK estimates 100 Nepali doctors, qualified in and around 2009-
2014 from various different countries (including the UK),  joined the 
UK's National Health Service (NHS) and roughly 50 junior doctors 
are currently in the process of joining the NHS. The majority of 
junior doctors are spouses, sons and daughters of serving and ex-
Gurkha soldiers. Approximately ten children of Nepalis in the UK 
are currently studying medicine in the UK universities including 
Oxford and Cambridge. About 50 children of Nepalis living in the 
UK are pursuing MBBS and equivalent medical degrees from Nepal, 
Bangladesh, China, India, and other European countries.
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	 In 1985 Nepali doctors practising in the UK established 
their own association, called the Nepalese Doctors' Association 
UK (NDAUK). According to Dr Arun Jha, Chairman NDAUK, 
the organisation is open to all Nepali doctors. Its main aims and 
objectives are to promote comradeship among the Nepali doctors 
in the UK; to provide a forum for regular meetings; to publish 
a newsletter/souvenir; to exchange ideas, news and views; to 
contribute to the development of the health service in Nepal within 
the NDAUK's capacity; to sponsor charities in Nepal and the UK; to 
establish a link with similar associations in Nepal and elsewhere; to 
facilitate exchange of medical students and doctors between Nepal 
and the UK.

	 In addition, since early 2000s the NDAUK has been 
conducting once a year a programme called 'Support for New 
Doctors and Trainees in the UK'. It is focused on imparting skills and 
knowledge, which is very helpful for newly arrived junior doctors 
in their adaptation and employment processes. This programme is 
also an example to all Nepali professional organisations in the UK 
in order to help in generating knowledge and skills for newcomers.

	 Many sons and daughters of the Nepali doctors in the UK 
have followed their parents into the medical profession. For example, 
Ranjita Dhital (pharmacist), Drs Robin Sherchan, Rishav Dhital, 
Jitendra Thebe, Numa Thebe, Alicia Shrestha, Anne Shrestha, 
Donna Shrestha, Shivani Shrestha, Sabrina Shrestha, Kishore 
Lekhak, Animesh Jha, Akhilesh Jha, Anish Dhital, Kamala Dhital, 
Prativa Dhital, Dhiraj Tripathi, Siri Gautam, Bobby Hamal, Anup 
Pradhan, Pravin Joshi, Mona Karki, Lekhak Jnr, Olga Prajapati, 
Sarbendra Pradhanang, Mr Bijaya Rajlawat, Anu Shrestha, Nitesh 
Sharma, Sanjeeb Nepali (dentist), Kapil Rijal (dentist), Sandesh 
Acharya, Nanu Acharya Hamal, Ava Acharya, Ghosh Jnr, Sophie 
Dhungana Bhandari, Meghan Dhital, Nandan Gautam, Anil Ghosh, 
Akash Karki, Prasima Shrivastava, Sangeeta Shrestha Sharma, and 
Sharmila Shrestha.

	 In the case of Nepali nurses, about half a dozen Nepali female 
nurses joined 'The Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps' as 
a Nursing Officer in the late 1950s. Apart from the armed forces, the 
first Nepali male nurse to work in the UK was Mr Rajendra Chhetri. 
He arrived at St Peter's Hospital, Chertsey, Surrey, on a freezing 
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January day in 1969. After some trials and tribulations he finally 
made it to State Registered Nurse. He spent most of his nursing 
career with the challenges of the Mental Health Nursing and retired 
in 2013. Another Nepali nurse, Mrs Tuka Chhetri, came to the UK 
in the 1980s. She has worked continuously in the nursing profession 
since her arrival. In addition, she has also done health-related charity 
work, such as the establishment of child birthing centres in different 
parts of Nepal. A significant migration of Nepali nurses only started 
in the early 2000s after the implementation of the UK Government's 
Highly Skilled Migrant Programme (HSMP). According to the 
President of Nepalese Nurses Association UK (NNA UK) Mr Basu 
Lamichhane, the NNA UK has been representing all the Nepali 
Nurses living in the UK. However, obtaining the true figure of how 
many nurses are living and practising in the UK has been a daunting 
task as they are scattered across the country and many of them show 
little interest to be involved in organisations such as NNA UK.

	 With the introduction of a policy requirement of 
International English Language Testing System (IELTS) Level 7 for 
nurses who wish to practise in the UK, a large number of Nepali 
nurses are finding difficulty in achieving the Level 7. Before, they 
only had to score IELTS Level 6 followed by the completion of 
an adaptation course, which automatically used to qualify them 
to be registered with the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). 
Mr Lamichhane said, approximately only 60 per cent of Nepali 
nurses are in their profession. Taking this into account, NNA UK is 
planning to provide training and guidance to Nepali nurses for their 
adaptation and IELTS courses. The association also gives advice and 
guidance to members in registering with the NMC and the Royal 
College of Nursing (RCN) and other professional bodies. NNA UK 
has been supporting the members who are in need and sought help 
by providing confidential advice and suggestions on employment-
related issues, such as: unfair dismissal, employment rights, and 
opportunities. Following the successful organisation of a conference 
at the beginning of this year, the NNA UK is also planning to 
conduct a nursing profession-related conferences on a regular basis 
to enhance knowledge and skills suitable for the rapidly changing 
globalised world.
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	 Being himself a male nurse, Mr Lamichhane has been 
encouraging many Nepalis males to consider nursing as a profession. 
In the UK and many developed countries, the ratio of male nurses 
stands up to 40 per cent. This is a profession with plenty of options 
and career opportunities. In recent years, significant numbers 
of second-generation Nepalis, mainly ex-Gurkhas' sons and 
daughters, are becoming qualified in the nursing profession from 
UK universities. They have joined the NHS, as they do not have to 
do IELTS, familiarisation courses, and prerequisite exams. CNSUK 
also estimates that there are more than 10 male nurses qualified from 
the UK universities who are currently working in the NHS. There 
are very small number of male nurses qualified from Nepal who are 
in practice in the UK.

	 In conclusion, Nepali doctors in the UK are economically, 
professionally, and educationally better off than other recently 
migrated Nepalis. In the case of Nepali nurses, they are still in a 
transitional stage, in the process of integration and establishment. 
A small number of young doctors and a large number of nurses are 
finding difficulties in passing the pre-requisite exams. Doctors and 
nurses qualified outside the UK have to pass tough professional entry 
exams, including an English-language proficiency test, in order to 
practise in the UK. In addition, this article also clearly indicated 
that the success rate in the medical profession of second-generation 
Nepalis in the UK is highly promising.
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Abstract
This paper examines the tension between publicly affirmed religious 
identification and private religious practice among the UK's Nepali 
diaspora population1. It compares census and survey figures for 
religious affiliation with religious shrines in people's homes. In some 
cases there is complete 'congruence' between the religious affiliation 
and home worship (most strikingly in the cases of Sherpas, whose 
affiliation and shrines are unequivocally Buddhist). Among many 
other groups there is plenty of evidence of multiple belonging. The 
most common case is singular identification for census purposes 
and multiple practice, but there are also many instances of multiple 
identification. For example, Gurungs frequently affirm a Buddhist 
identity, when asked for their religion; but when given the option 
to be both Hindu and Buddhist, they opt for that as more closely 
describing their actual practice. Many Kiratis keep no shrine at home 
because they believe that their tribal tradition is properly aniconic. 
The material clearly shows that the distribution of ecumenical 
attitudes is not random, but reflects particular ethnic, regional, and 
caste histories within Nepal. The ethnic/caste make-up of the UK's 
Nepali diaspora is not identical to that of Nepal, mainly because of 
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the history of Gurkha recruitment; and this is reflected in the higher 
proportion of Buddhists in the UK. Despite this, it is likely that the 
findings of this study would be replicated in an urban context in 
Nepal.

Key words: diaspora religion; multiple belonging; religious shrines; 
Hinduism; Buddhism; personal religiosity.

Introduction
Migration often (though not always) gives rise to diaspora 
populations.1 Where there are diaspora populations, there are 
often (but not always) public conflicts over culture and religion. 
In the study of such conflicts, Vertovec (2011) suggests, social 
anthropologists are in a good position to question the homogenizing 
and totalizing views of culture that are often invoked. In particular, 
anthropologists are able to examine how far the conspicuous ritual 
and political statements made in the public sphere reflect what 
people actually do in the rest of their lives. In other words, they (and 
anyone who shares their commitment to ethnographic fieldwork) are 
well placed to ask and analyse in what ways Baumann's 'official 
discourse' is in tension with 'demotic discourses' (Baumann, 1996). 
The issues raised by this tension are perhaps nowhere more salient 
than in contexts of changing identity such as religion in diaspora.

	 In this article we ask what kinds of relationship there are 
between the actual practices of private shrine-making by Nepali 
migrants to the UK (most of whom arrived after 2004) and the 
complex and contested processes of public religious identification, 
which are perhaps easier to track and generalise about (though, as 
will be seen, they are very far from being straightforward). The 
Vernacular Religion (VR) project brought together anthropologists 
from the University of Oxford (Gellner, Hausner), with Nepali 
social scientists based in the UK, who had set up their own research 
organisation, the Centre for Nepali Studies UK (CNSUK), including 
the two co-authors (Laksamba, Adhikari) and Rajubabu Shrestha, as 
well as one full-time researcher (Bal Gopal Shrestha). As part of the 
project, in 2010–2011, Adhikari, Laksamba, R. Shrestha, and B.G. 
Shrestha surveyed 300 households. The households were selected 
randomly (but with care to have representation from all sub-groups) 
from a larger non-random sample of 2,151 households (7,842 
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individuals) put together by CNSUK two years earlier (see Adhikari 
2012 for details). Along with information about age, education, and 
employment, the VR survey of 300 households collected detailed 
data on levels and kinds of religious practice. After every interview, 
the respondents were asked permission to photograph their shrine, if 
they had one.

	 Our focus on ordinary shrines in people's homes may 
seem unusual. Historians of art have, not surprisingly, tended 
to focus on outstanding images and objects of veneration, on 
objects of great ritual significance, or on objects that might be of 
interest to Western art dealers because of their visual or practical 
uniqueness—although there are notable exceptions (see Garnett & 
Rosser, 2013). Anthropologists of material culture have naturally 
reacted against this trend and concentrated on mundane or popular 
art (e.g. Pinney, 2004), but religious art, or that used in devotional 
contexts, tends to be considered the domain of the specialist. Here 
we focus on the vernacular ritual objects that are used by Nepalis 
for everyday worship in their homes and in order to create private 
sacred spaces in a new country. We suggest that diaspora Nepalis2 
use various material strategies to express their relationship (or lack 
of relationship) to different religious currents (Buddhist, Hindu, 
shamanist, and other, including a blended religiosity), but also 
that particular patterns of expression are difficult to ascertain: like 
other modes of visual self-representation, personal preferences or 
circumstances may determine the configurations of a shrine as much 
as religious identifications do. Sometimes shrines are fully aligned 
with explicitly asserted political or ethnic affiliations, while at other 
times they seem to be entirely independent of or even at odds with 
them.3 

The emergence of Nepali national identity
The stretch of hills and adjoining plains and mountains on the 
southern flanks of the Himalayas that we know today as Nepal 
was united under a single ruler, Prithvi Narayan Shah, for the first 
time in the 1760s. His descendants continued their conquests both 
west and east in the decades that followed, but with the Treaty of 
Sugauli signed with the East India Company in 1816, Nepal was 
restricted, more or less, to its present boundaries (four districts in 
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the mid and far west Tarai were added as a reward for backing the 
British in the 1857 Indian rebellion). The idea of uniting all the 
diverse subjects of the Shah dynasty within one state system was 
expressed by the Muluki Ain or National Legal Code of 1854. It was 
supposedly modelled on the Code Napoleon, which the then Prime 
Minister Jang Bahadur Rana had learned about on his visit to Paris 
(Whelpton, 1991). But a legal code less like the Code Napoléon it 
would be hard to imagine, since it was built on the principles of 
traditional Hindu law, and therefore sought to maintain and reinforce 
caste differences: Brahmans (in line with the Hindu idea that killing 
Brahmans, women, children, or cows were great sins) were not 
subject to capital punishment, and in fact many punishments varied 
with the caste of the offender. 

	 The notions of Nepal as a nation, Nepali as a national 
language, and the country as a cultural unit, only began to be 
promoted, and then very tentatively, only in the first half of the 
twentieth century while the country was still under the dictatorial 
rule of the hereditary Rana Prime Ministers (Burghart, 1984). 
The nation-building period par excellence came only with the 
introduction of King Mahendra's non-party Panchayat regime 
(an authoritarian and modernizing guided democracy under the 
leadership of the king).4  This configuration lasted thirty years, from 
1960 to 1990, when it was overthrown by a revolution known as 
'the People's Movement' (jan andolan). Favourite slogans of the 
Panchayat regime—alongside those emphasizing the leadership of 
the King and the role of the monarchy in bringing democracy, and 
advancing development, and guaranteeing national integration—
were variations on 'unity in diversity' and 'religious tolerance' as 
hallmarks of Nepal. Political parties were banned: it was claimed 
that they encouraged sectional (or 'communal' as it is known in 
South Asia) interests. Organisations representing particular ethnic 
groups were not permitted. There was no positive discrimination 
for 'tribals' or 'untouchables' (Dalits) as established in India from 
1947. The dominant ideology was that all Nepalis, whatever their 
background, were now equal (an official position that—as figures 
collected later and presented in the second column of Table 35.1 
prove—hid considerable advantage for high castes). Foreigners 
who asked about caste occasionally found themselves rebuked for 
bringing up something that no longer existed.
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	 These dynamics all changed with the collapse of the 
Panchayat regime in 1990 and the reintroduction of party politics. 
The new constitution still banned parties based on communal 
interests, but increasingly ethnic parties were formed anyway. 
There was an enormous efflorescence of ethnic activism (Lawoti, 
2005; Gellner et al., 2008; Hangen, 2010); a decade later the ethnic 
issue was pushed still further up the political agenda because of the 
support it received from the Maoists (Hutt, 2004; Lawoti & Pahari, 
2010; Adhikari, 2014; Jha, 2014). The election of a Constituent 
Assembly in 2008, where the Maoists were the largest party, was 
followed rapidly by the removal of the king, and declarations that 
federalism, republicanism, and secularism would be foundational 
principles of the new constitution. This first Constituent Assembly 
collapsed in May 2012 without being able to produce a constitution 
(Adhikari & Gellner, 2016a). New elections were held in November 
2013 (Gellner 2014b), which resulted in a very different balance of 
power: the Maoists were reduced to third place and the role official 
opposition. Following the devastating earthquakes of April and May 
2015, a new constitution was declared in September 2015. However, 
the country immediately became mired in controversy and ethnic 
conflict, as the Tharus and Madhesis in the plains protested against 
what they saw as discriminatory provisions.

	 The years of increasing political turmoil, starting just before 
1990, were also the years in which migration from Nepal took off. 
Nepalis have long migrated, usually in search of land, and latterly in 
search of jobs and other forms of livelihood. Thus, there are millions 
of Nepalis in India, particularly in northeast India, where they are 
famous as cattle herders. Many of these migrants continued onwards 
into Burma and others went still further into Thailand in the first 
half of the twentieth century. A second type and wave of Nepali 
migration began even before Indian independence in 1947, but 
accelerated after it: here Nepalis, rather than migrating east in search 
of land, went south and west looking for jobs as coolies, porters, 
waiters, and watchmen in the towns and cities of India. A third wave 
of migration began in the late 1980s as Nepalis started to go further 
afield: to the Gulf, to Southeast Asia, to Korea, Taiwan, and Japan. 
Others began to arrive in Europe, particularly Britain, and in North 
America and Australasia: many came as students, many others were 
economic migrants, at both low income levels and higher ones, in 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

195

'highly skilled migrant' or 'skilled work' visa categories. In Britain 
there was the special link with the Gurkha brigade of the British 
army: in 2004, post-1997 retirees were given the right to settle in 
Britain; following a public lobbying campaign and the defeat of 
Gordon Brown's government on the issue in 2009, pre-1997 retirees 
with at least four years' service were finally granted the same right.5 

	 The more settled and better-off of these diaspora populations 
were and are in increasingly close touch with events in Nepal 
and often provide support for particular movements and parties 
within Nepal. They also support philanthropic efforts in Nepal and 
increasingly in their new locations in Britain. Although far removed 
from their homeland, they tend to recreate, or create in a new form, 
the cultural and religious practices of Nepal. Indeed, new forms 
of religious practice and identity found in the diaspora are also, 
interestingly, found in Nepal: the links across space appear much 
stronger than the fact of displacement in this regard, although it may 
well be that moving countries in the first place enables some known 
forms of religious activity to change in certain ways. Sometimes, 
however, the shifts in Nepali political culture have produced changes 
in religious practice, and these new forms move equally quickly to 
the diaspora.

Changing religious and cultural identities
Given the fact that Nepal encompasses terrain stretching from the 
Tibetan plateau and high Himalayas in the north to the flat Gangetic 
plains in the south, taking in foothills (which would count as 
mountains anywhere else) in between, it is hardly surprising that 
Nepal is culturally extremely diverse. It could well be argued that 
it is even more diverse than mere geographical determinism would 
predict, exemplifying a sociological pleasure in luxuriant diversity 
for its own sake, packing in as much linguistic, cultural, and 
religious difference as is humanly possible within short distances 
from valley to valley and village to village, divided as they are by 
ridges, rivers, and forest. Certainly Nepalis are proud of this range 
of cultural practice and language, although it is not easy to govern 
such a diversity of communities.

	 One illustration of this diversity can be seen in the official 
recognition of fifty-nine Janajati groups ('nationalities') as well as 
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numerous caste groups making a total of 125 castes and Janajati 
groups registered in the census of 2011. Before 1990 Janajati groups 
were usually referred to as 'hill tribes' (or just 'tribes' – some of them, 
like the Tharus, are in fact found in the plains), Since 1990, they 
have often been, loosely, called 'ethnic groups'; they correspond 
to what in India are called Scheduled Tribes (but their proportion 
of the population in Nepal is much higher than it is in India). A 
still unpublished 2011 government field survey by Professor Om 
Gurung, an anthropologist at Tribhuvan University, suggested that a 
further twenty-five groups should be recognised (it also found that 
two of the fifty-nine officially listed groups did not exist). Several 
of these fifty-nine groups are tiny, with some having fewer than 
100 members. The main ones are large: e.g., Magar (1.8 million), 
Tharu (1.7 million), Tamang (1.5 million), Newar (1.3 million), Rai 
(0.6 million), and Gurung (0.5 a million). These sizable populations 
have, over the last two decades, become major players in Nepal's 
ethnic politics, in Nepal and sometimes in the diaspora.

	 The major macro-categories—Khas-Arya, Dalit, Janajati, 
Madhesi ('people of the plains')—and their referents are shown in 
Table 35.1. Membership in the macro-categories is disputed and fluid. 
For people in the plains, everyone in the hills is a Pahadi: Khas-Arya, 
Dalit, and Janajati alike. Who exactly should belong in the Madhesi 
category is a highly political and contentious subject. Some Tharus 
(in the east of the country) are happy to be included in Madhesi 
political movements; others (more in the west) are vociferously 
opposed to being clubbed together with Madhesis. The term Janajati 
was fixed, for a time, by government recognition granted in the 
late 1990s. In 1994, Janajati intellectuals declared 'Janajati' to be 
equivalent to 'Adivasi' (indigenous). But as the political advantages 
of indigeneity became clearer, the category expanded, so that in the 
dying days of the Constituent Assembly's tenure, in May 2012, the 
government even conceded indigenous people's status to the Bahuns 
and Chhetris—the highest Hindu castes—thereby approximating 
Nepal to the Northeast of India where almost 100 per cent of the 
population is indigenous.6  
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Table 35.1: Major castes and ethnic groups of Nepal
Parbatiyas

 ('hill 
people')

 (Khas-Arya 
plus Hill 
Dalits)

Hill 
minorities 
(Janajatis)

Language 
loss 

among 
hill 

minorities

Taraians/ Madheshis 
('plains people') Others

Bahun	                         
12.2%

Magar         
7.1% 68% Tharu	                   

6.6%
Muslims
4.4%

Chhetri (incl. 
Thakuri)                              
16.6%

Newar            
5% 34% Yadav	                      

4%

Dalit (hill)                       
9.2%

Tamang      
5.8% 11%

(+ many small castes 
incl. Tarai Dalits and 
Janajatis)

Rai	       
2.3% 16%

Gurung       
1.9% 50%

Limbu         
1.4% 14.5%

Totals	                            
38%

                  
c.25%

                             c. 
32%

5% = 
100%

Sources: Nepal Census 2011 census (total: 26,494,504) with figures 
for hill minority language loss from 1991 census.

Notes: Dalits = former Untouchables; Janajatis, underlined, are mainly 
those who were formerly called hill tribes. Estimated figures for language 
loss are taken from Whelpton (2008: 59). All figures and some labels are 
likely to be disputed. The total of all Janajatis, when Tarai Janajatis are 
also included, is 37.2% according to the 2001 census. The label 'Madhesi' 
is particularly disputed. Bahun and Chhetri Parbatiyas have recently (since 
the 2013 election) come to be labelled 'Khas-Arya'. 
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Notes
Categories are not always exactly equivalent. In column one the Dalit 
figure is controversial; Dalit organisations claim percentages as high 
as 20% on the grounds that many Dalits are entered as high castes. 
In column two Bahuns and Chhetris are not distinguished and hill 
Janajatis are amalgamated, including some 'other' groups. Separate 
figures for Yadavs and Muslims are not given, but Madheshis as a 
whole have 11.1% of the top jobs.

*this was 63% of the total Darjeeling population of 376,369; ¬refers 
to all Janajatis; ~refers to Hill Dalits only; ^refers to all Madheshis

 +number surveyed; total estimated population of Nepalis in the 
UK in December 2008: 72,173. #number surveyed, out of a total 
estimated population of 136,000.

Sources: Nepal census; Neupane (2000) as adapted in Onta 
(2006); Ragsdale (1990); Pradhan (1982); Tanka Subba (personal 
communication, based on Govt. of Sikkim socio-economic survey, 
2005-06); CNS-UK survey (Nepali Sandesh 8/9/09, pp. 1,3); 
Neupane (2005).

In the diaspora these larger macro-categories (Dalit, Janajati, 
Madhesi, and Khas-Arya, as shown in Table 35.1) continue to be 
important but to a lesser extent than in Nepal (where, since 2008, 
proportional reservations for political seats and quotas for jobs 
in public service depend on them). Exactly how diaspora ethnic 
politics play out depends very much on the size of the population. 
Where Nepalis are few (as in Scotland or in Belgium), distinctions 
between different castes and ethnic groups are downplayed. Where 
the population is larger, internal differences begin to loom larger as 
well (Gellner et al., 2014). 
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Ex- Gurkha identity is particularly important in Britain. The salient 
caste and ethnic groups, and how their balance changes between 
different contexts, are shown in Table 35.1. The most striking 
differences between Nepal and Britain are that the Gurungs, who 
constitute only 2.4 per cent of the population of Nepal (according 
to the 2001 Census of Nepal), make up more than 20 per cent of the 
Nepali population in Britain, and the Limbus, who constitute just 1.6 
per cent in Nepal, make up between 13 and 18 per cent in Britain 
(Adhikari, 2012: 44). These differences are due to the fact that the 
British Army's Gurkha brigade historically recruited young men 
mainly from hill Janajati backgrounds, especially Magars, Gurungs, 
Rais, and Limbus. Other groups (e.g. Tamangs) often managed to 
get themselves recruited by passing as Gurungs.

	 The figures for religion in Nepal are shown in Table 35.3. 
They show that Hindus constitute the vast majority in Nepal, but 
the number of people reporting themselves as Hindus has decreased 
since 1990, following the fall of the Panchayat regime. Some Magar 
and Tharu activists have campaigned for 'their' people to return their 
religion as Buddhist—another major religion that is, significantly, 
not Hindu. Many Limbus and some Rais have been increasingly 
inclined to adopt the label 'Kirat' (or 'Kirata'), an indigenous category 
that was first introduced in 1991.7 The ways in which the various 
categories have shifted with the move to Britain are shown in Table 
35.4.

	 Table 35.4 has two different columns with figures from the 
VR survey. One shows the breakdown of religious identification 
when people were simply asked their religion ('before prompt'). The 
second column shows the response after they were read out a list 
of possibilities ('after prompt'), which included multiple responses 
(e.g. 'Hindu and Buddhist'). A comparison of the two columns shows 
that about 15 per cent of people, once made aware that they are 
allowed to have multiple religious affiliations, opted for two or 
more religions. Many people (especially Gurungs) shift from being 
simply 'Buddhist' to the 'Hindu and Buddhist' category.

	 Multiple religious belonging is much more common among 
some Nepali groups than among others (Table 35.3. To the far right 
of the table are the Sherpas, the most strongly and unequivocally 
Buddhist group: they remain 100 per cent Buddhist, even when made 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

203

aware that a dual religious identity was possible and allowed in the 
survey. At the other end of the spectrum are the Bahuns (Brahmans) 
who are 91.6 per cent reported themselves as Hindu. In between, 
there are many different options, with the Gurungs and the various 
Kirat groups (Limbu, Rai, Sunuwar) particularly divided between 
the various options.

Which shrines for which religions?
Religious identification for Nepalis is clearly not a straightforward 
issue. Both in Nepal and Britain, religion rather seems a fluid and, 
for some, an explicitly political category. But do these various 
categorical distinctions, which are of so much interest to activists 
and religious specialists seeking to firm up their support base, matter 
to 'ordinary' lay people? In their daily practice do they observe any 
of the boundaries that census-takers and surveyors seek to describe? 
Can shrines help us to answer the question about affiliation as far as 
people's daily practice is concerned?

	 Fifteen per cent of the 300 households surveyed had 
no shrine. This total figure obscures the fact that, for most of the 
categories, the figures were lower (under 10 per cent)—meaning 
that more than 90 per cent of Nepalis in Britain had household 
shrines—with three notable categorical exceptions: of those who 
classified themselves as Kirat, 32.1 per cent had no shrine; of 
Christians, 65 per cent had no shrine; and, of those who identified 
as 'non-religious', 50 per cent (three out of six respondents) had no 
shrine. That Nepali Christians would put more emphasis on the Bible 
than on a visible altar and that 'non-religious' Nepalis would lack a 
shrine is hardly surprising. More interesting are the three cases of 
'non-religious' household heads who nonetheless reported a shrine 
in their house. This seeming paradox may be the result of frequently 
gendered distinction—globally—between public affiliation (which 
in this case would be the domain of the male household head), and 
actual daily practice in the home (which would here fall into the 
sphere of the woman of the house). 

	 That significant number of Rais, Limbus, and Sunuwars 
(the Kirat groups) did not have a shrine at home reflects the fact 
that they have a distinctly different attitude to shrines and icons. As 
the traditional Kirat tribal religion is based on oral scriptures, self-
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conscious adherents are aware that historically the Kirat tradition is 
aniconic. As one informant put it:

Kirat people just need three water pots and some Titepati leaves 
to worship [the deities] Him Mang, Yuma, Theba, and Tagera 
Ningwaphumang. Once worship is over, these will be cleaned 
[and put away]… We Kirat do not have photos of our gods and 
goddesses. No one has seen the true likeliness of God. Statues and 
pictures of God and Goddess are all imaginary. (Limbu, Kirati 
religion, Plate 35.10)

Thus, those who chose the 'Kirat' identity were much more likely not 
to have statues in their shrines. Only 40 per cent of Kirati-identified 
households had statues, whereas the figure for all other categories 
(Christians excepted) was 68 per cent or more.

It may be that what we are seeing here is the fluidity of the 'Kirat' 
religious label and a clear demonstration that one cannot read off 
any particular practice from a given census category. It could also be 
that the 40 per cent of those who identified as Kirat who did possess 
statues were making a political point by claiming their religion 
as Kirati, when in fact their practice was a mixture of Hindu and 
Kirat (often Hinduism for daily worship, Kirat tradition at birth and 
death). A Gurung, active in the Gurung cultural organisation, Tamu 
Dhee, admitted a parallel kind of self-conscious slippage: “In fact 
I am both Buddhist and Hindu. I practise both religions in the real 
situation. But I tell people that I am Buddhist because we perform 
birth and death rites in the Buddhist way" (Gurung, 2019). Indeed, 
this informant had a main silver shrine containing images of Hindu 
holy men and statues and images of Hindu divinities, with Buddhist 
images (clearly actively worshipped) placed right next to it (see 
Plates 35.15–35.17).

	 The simplest shrines are made on a shelf in the sitting 
room or bedroom, or a cupboard shelf in the kitchen or storeroom.8 
Sometimes even a small corner shelf on the staircase or landing may 
serve the purpose of creating an altar. A few posters or small framed 
pictures with a space to put offerings in front of them are all that is 
necessary; a bell and vessels for water and coloured powder may 
also be added. Sometimes a box with a door (such a bread bin) may 
be used to provide a complete enclosure.
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	 Much more elaborate shrines are of course possible, when 
a whole room, or, as in one case, an entire garden shed, is devoted 
to creating a sacred space. These more elaborate (and relatively 
rare) cases tend to be found where the person concerned is wholly 
committed to one or other religion, usually Hinduism or Buddhism. 
Some committed Nepali Christians turn the whole home into a 
sacred space in the same way. Whether or not one does this depends 
partly on religious inclination, but it also determined by constraints 
such as how long they have been settled in the UK and whether or 
not they own their own house.
	 Divine images were by far the most predominant icons on 
household shrines: 79 per cent of the 300 households surveyed had 
photos or posters of gods, 78 per cent holy objects (excluding photos, 
statues, and texts), 64 per cent had statues, and 33 per cent had holy 
texts.9 Of total posters in the shrines of all responding households, 
81 per cent were Hindu, 14 per cent Buddhist, and 5 per cent 'other'. 
That Nepal was historically a Hindu kingdom—meaning that Hindu-
inflected practices run deep even among ethnic groups promoting 
alternative religious identities—is apparent through an analysis of 
these images. In Bahun household shrines, 99 per cent of posters 
were Hindu and only 1 per cent were Buddhist. Among households 
who identified as Buddhist, however, 42 per cent of the posters in 
their shrines were Hindu. Likewise, in the shrines of those who 
identified as both Hindu and Buddhist, 82 per cent of the posters 
were of Hindu gods. The equivalent figures for those identifying as 
Kirat, Kirat and Hindu, and Kirat and Buddhist were 84 per cent, 88 
per cent, and 67 per cent respectively. By contrast, the position of 
Sherpas as strictly Tibetan Buddhist was clear: not a single Sherpa 
household had a Hindu poster, whereas 96.4 per cent had Buddhist 
posters.
	 A similar pattern is found with statues: Hindus are much 
less likely to have Buddhist statues than Buddhists are to have Hindu 
ones. Thus, only 10 per cent of statues in all Hindus households 
were related to Buddhism, but 36 per cent of the statues in Buddhist 
households and 71 per cent of the statues in 'Hindu and Buddhist' 
households were Hindu. A similar pattern was also found among 
Kirat dharma followers: 77 per cent of statues in the shrines of Kirat 
followers were related to Hinduism, as were 78 per cent of those 
who were both Kirat and Hindu, and 64 per cent of those who were 
both Kirat and Buddhist.



206 From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

 

Plate 35.1: The elaborate Tibetan Buddhist shrine of Tirtha Ghale, 
Lamaist priest.

Plate 35.2: Shrine of Sabdi Guru (Satyahang priest), Ram Kumar 
Thebe, which is elaborate by the standards of Kirati religion.
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Plate 35.3: Simple Hindu shrine owned by Khon Bahadur and Chet 
Kumari Rana Magar and family (Hindu), shown in Plate 35.4

Plate 35.4: Khon Bahadur and Chet Kumari Rana Magar and family

Plate 35.5: Simple Hindu shrine in the house of Dinesh Khadka (a 
Chhetri).
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Plate 35.6: A simple Sherpa Buddhist shrine belonging to Phurlamu 
and Nim Tenzing Sherpa (Plate 35.7).

Plate 35.7: Phurlamu and Nim Tenzing Sherpa and family.

Plate 35.8: A Bon ‘shrine’ belonging Amar Tamu (Gurung).
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Plate 35.9: A simple Satyahang shrine with photographs of Guru 
Phalgunanda and the parents of the owner, Jamin Limbu.

Plate 35.10: A Limbu couple, Subarna and Nanda Shobha Limbu, 
with no shrine: he is a traditionalist Kirati religion adherent (quoted 

above, p. 204)
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Plate 35.11: The home shrine of Karna Bahadur and Krishna 
Kumari Rai (shown in Plate 35.12).

Plate 35.12: Karna Bahadur and Krishna Kumari Rai, who claim 
Kirati religion but evidently practise in a Hindu mode.

Plate 35.13: Home shrine of Mrs Kedar Sunuwar.
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Plate 35.14: Mrs Kedar Sunuwar, who claimed a triple religious 
identity: Kirat-Buddhist-Hindu.

Plate 35.15: Home shrine of Dharma Raj and Savitri Sunuwar. 
(Note the more minimalist style of the shrine.)
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Plate 35.16: Dharma Raj and Savitri Sunuwar, who also claimed a 
triple identity as Kirat-Buddhist-Hindu.

Plates 35.17 and 35.18 show the shrine and Buddhist images next to 
it of Surje and Pavitra Gurung.
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Plate 35.19: Surje and Pavitra Gurung; Surje claims Buddhism as 
his census category, but accepts that his practice is Hindu-Buddhist.

Plates 35.20 : The shrine and pictures of Nepaldhan Rai (a Roman 
Catholic), whose wife Bhagawati is a Hindu devotee of Sai Baba.
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Plates 35.21 : The shrine and pictures of Nepaldhan Rai (a Roman 
Catholic), whose wife Bhagawati is a Hindu devotee of Sai Baba.

Plate 35.22: Bhagawati Rai, a devotee of Sai Baba.
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Taking all this variation into account, we propose a model as shown 
in Table 35.6. We borrow the term 'congruence' from Mark Chaves 
(2010), who argued, quite rightly, that “attitudes and behaviour 
correlate only weakly, and collections of apparently related ideas and 
practices rarely cohere into logically unified, mutually reinforcing, 
seamless webs … This is true of culture in general, and it is true of 
religious culture in particular" (Chaves, 2010: 2).10  It is naïve of 
scholars to expect that people will always hold consistent beliefs, 
that their actions and their beliefs will always be consistent with one 
another, or that what they do across different contexts will always be 
entirely consistent. Consistency in beliefs and between beliefs and 
practices may occur, but inconsistency is far more predominant. In 
particular, the idea that everyone should have one and only religious 
identity is relatively new in the South Asian context and its arrival 
there has to do with the introduction of modernity, however mediated 
(Hausner and Gellner, 2012). Many Nepalis are starting to assume 
that each individual should have one and only one religious identity, 
and this modernist position has translated into the widely held stance 
that ethnic groups should share a singular religious identity that is 
authentically and originally theirs.11 
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A major shift between Nepal and Britain is evident in the much lower 
proportion of Hindus in the latter. Nonetheless, if one adds up the 
various dual identities (allowed in our surveys, but not in national 
censuses), Hindus still account for 55 per cent of the UK's Nepali 
population. Buddhists certainly make up a much larger proportion 
in Britain (more like 40 per cent as opposed to around 10 per cent 
in Nepal). The reason for this is the changed ethnic balance, with 
a much higher proportion of Gurungs, Thakalis, and Sherpas than 
in Nepal. Only Tamangs seem to be present in Britain in smaller 
numbers than in Nepal, which can be understood as the result of both 
the historical ban on their being recruited into the Gurkha forces 
and, relatedly their relative poverty and disadvantage compared to 
the Janajati groups that were regularly recruited, which very likely 
makes it harder for them to migrate to desirable destinations.

Table 35. 6: Kinds of relationship between religious identification 
and shrine practice

Congruence (either 
specialist or lay) Incongruence (usually laypeople)

Specialists: with elaborate 
shrines by the standards of 
their co-religionists

Claims to unitary identity combined with multiple 
practice (the identity claim can be to Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Kirati religion, or Bon)
Claims to multiple identity combined with 
multiple practice (can be combined with a claim 
to ecumenical congruence)

Laypeople: simple Hindu, 
Buddhist, Satyahang, 
Kirati, or Bon shrines or 
places of worship

Claims to multiple identity, but where the practice 
would appear to be fairly uniform (rare)
Multiple practice with claims to be unsure of 'true' 
religious identity

Thus, there are many Nepalis in the UK who do try and sometimes 
succeed in being 'congruent'. On the whole, religious specialists tend 
to be purists who try hard to be consistent in their practice, and it is 
no surprise to find them being so (Plates 35.1–2). Some examples 
of lay people who are also congruent in this manner are shown in 
Plates 5.3–10. We have already noted that there are many Nepalis 
who claim a unitary identity, usually for reasons of ethnic, cultural, 
and/or religious politics, while their practice remains multiple (e.g. 
Plates 35.11–12, 35.15–16).

	 There are also those diaspora Nepalis who accept a multiple 
identity and practise multiply (though the descriptor may be 
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contested: Hinduism is usually a happy label for such inclusivist 
attitudes, although some claimed a dual or triple identity category 
when given the option: see Plates 35.13–14). Others accept the 
dominant unitary identity expectation, and realise that their own 
practice contravenes it. One man, a Magar and a Hindu, with no 
shrine in his house, but a Hindu shrine in his shop, said: 

Actually I am in 'confusion' as to which dharma I observe. 
In my opinion perhaps I follow two religions: Buddhism 
and Hinduism. Because I observe all the Hindu festivals 
like Dasain and Tihar. And I go for darshan [sacred vision 
of deities] to both [Hindu] temples and [Buddhist] gompas. 
But when we die, we have to make use of Lamas. I myself 
do not do any scripture recitation, nor do my wife or sons.

Here we have a self-conscious exploration of what it means to 
identify multiply, and to practise multiply, in the context of a 
modernity that assumes singularity and congruence. There are also 
those who solve the problem by giving each individual a free choice. 
Nepaldhan Rai, a Roman Catholic, whose wife is Hindu (see Plates 
35.18–19), explained the situation as follows:

There are no restrictions on religion in my family. They can 
become Buddhist, Muslim, Kirat, and so on. I want to see 
their happiness just like me. I am a happier person since 
I became a Christian. I would not stop my son becoming 
Muslim if he believed that it was for him. In my opinion, 
we do religious practice to feel happy. My wife feels happy 
when she does Saibaba bhajan [hymn-singing to Sai Baba]. 
So, I do not stop her doing this and I do not like to take 
away her happiness. This is my philosophy (darshan) of life. 
I do believe in democracy and I want to see democracy in 
religion as well.

Conclusion: The display of religion
To what extent are individual lay shrines congruent with people's 
categorically asserted religious identities? As we have shown, 
sometimes they are and sometimes they are not. Geertz would 
appear to have been uncharacteristically naïve here: “Religious 
symbols formulate a basic congruence between a particular style 
of life and a specific (if, most often, implicit) metaphysic, and in 
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so doing, sustain each with the borrowed authority of the other" 
(1973: 90). He had, perhaps, forgotten internally pluralist or highly 
diverse societies, where the politics of religious identification will 
likely mean that one cannot simply read identity from symbol. The 
presence of the goddess Sarasvati or Durga on someone's shrine does 
not necessarily mean that that person is Hindu: he or she could be 
Buddhist, Bon, Kirati, or some combination of all these categories.

	 Sometimes, it turns out, religious images are just that: 
symbols that evoke religiosity writ large. The content of what they 
convey—their standard identifying category (Sarasvati and Durga 
as 'Hindu' goddesses, for example)—is less important than that they 
symbolise devotion and divinity in general. Having a shrine is more 
important in these instances than the specific objects or images that 
are displayed on that shrine. A religious category may be asserted, 
but equally, multiplicity may be the underlying semantic message of 
these collage-like altars. Still others may be 'cabinets' or collections 
of religiosity. Simply being a holy symbol—from any so-called 
world religion—is sufficient to constitute an object's worth in an 
altar. Conversely, in some cases, as we have seen, refusing to display 
or use icons may also be a statement of religious intent. 

	 Shrines are a different way in to the problem of religious 
identity and practice: they may reflect a person's articulated religious 
identification, or they may demonstrate a different leaning. They are 
an articulation or assertion of religious practice, a means through 
which to express devotion to a particular deity or multiple deities. 
What we have stressed here is that they are private religious spaces 
in one's own home as compared to a public showing or attendance 
at a collective event, and as such speak to personal or soteriological 
religion rather than to collective religion, or religious affiliation as 
demonstrated through group identification.

	 When an individual or a family is publicly associated with 
a given religious organisation or an activist movement that depends 
on religious identity, shrines at home may go further to confirm 
that identity. But this congruence is not always found: some activist 
members of religious organisations who might be thought to position 
themselves in opposition to mainstream religiosity have personal 
shrines that actually reflect a dominant soteriology. Shrines may 
reflect a spoken category or resist it. They may be consonant with 
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a category, or they may constitute a practice—whatever worship, 
prayer, or thought that emerges from its owner's encounter with 
the icon or holy object—that is at odds with the articulation of the 
owner's category. That incongruity may remain unresolved, or a 
new more encompassing category may emerge. What had seemed 
incongruent is no longer so, from the new more encompassing point 
of view. Multiplicity is not aberrant in South Asian religions: a new 
form, a new adaptation, a new divergence works just as well as 
attempts to consolidate or unify in the name of purity and reform. 
It is a different mode of religious change, one where proliferation is 
not anathema to the very tenets of religiosity. 

	 The point here is that personal religion is capable of evading 
the sharp lines and clear articulations of public or collective religion, 
since there is no one questioning the category. Shrines are a way—
or better, a place—to be religious without being obliged to narrate 
religiosity. There is thus a striking contrast between the ecumenism 
of many personal shrines, on the hand, and the public campaigns to 
establish new temples in the name of particular religions in Britain, 
on the other. Although some Nepalis had thought that it might be 
possible to have a Hindu temple with a Buddhist caitya (small stupa 
or monument) attached, as is frequently found in Nepal, in practice 
this goal has so far proved impossible, and separate religious sites 
are now planned for Hindu and Buddhist organisations.12  Likewise, 
plans for a temple in Ashford, Kent (the largest of Limbu settlement 
in the UK), which was originally envisaged as a shared space for 
both the reformist Satyahangma movement and the traditionalist 
Kirat religion, had to be abandoned.

	 A final remark is in order about the possible pitfalls of a 
focus on diaspora: as far as personal shrines are concerned, no clear 
differences between what people do in diaspora and what they do 
in Nepal are apparent (with the sole difference that some people in 
the UK are constrained by the premises in which they live to have 
smaller, less elaborate shrines). Nothing we have found stands in 
opposition to religious trends in Nepal. 'Diaspora' in this instance 
is a red herring, except to indicate that people's religious views 
and practices inside the home remain remarkably consistent across 
space.13 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

221

Where a diasporic lens may become useful, however, is in assessing 
the distinction between public and private in different parts of the 
world: arguably there is a sharper distinction between public and 
private for Nepalis in Britain than for Nepalis in Nepal. In Britain, the 
tensions we see in building public religious spaces appear to reflect a 
more consistent—or congruent—unitary religious positioning, while 
multiplicity remains a frequent symbolic discourse within people's 
homes.14 This possibility, if borne out by further research, would 
confirm what South Asianists have long suspected: the analytical 
distinction between the public and the private domains that is seen 
as natural in the West does not have the same weight in South Asia. 
But that distinction clearly emerges in the diaspora: for Nepalis 
in Britain, personal shrines may remain a place of multiple and 
sometimes incongruent religious practice, while public spaces have 
started to become places of unitary categorical assertions, in keeping 
with modernist views of religion and the position of the national 
census that one may have one and only one religious affiliation.
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Notes

 	 This chapter appeared originally in the journal Diaspora in 2016 (though 
with a cover date of 2010). In this paper all quotations from research 
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participants are taken from interviews with Chandra Laksamba and 
all photographs (except Plates 35.1 and 35.2 by Bal Gopal Shrestha) 
are also by him. We thank all those who so graciously agreed to be 
interviewed and photographed. They have all given permission for the 
photographs of them and their shrines to be used.

2 	 We are aware that many diaspora scholars would question whether 
Nepalis constitute a diaspora given how young the community is 
(Tölölyan, 2012). However, Nepalis in the UK and elsewhere frequently 
refer to themselves as a diaspora and there is even a Nepali magazine 
based in London called Diaspora.

3	 This tension is examined in Gellner (2013) and Hausner and Gellner 
(2012) above. On the themes of this paper, see also Gellner and Hausner, 
2013 and Gellner, et al., 2014. 

4 	 For an introduction to the political history of Nepal in this period, see 
Hachhethu & Gellner (2010). For more detailed treatments, see Joshi 
& Rose (1966), Hoftun, Raeper, & Whelpton (1999), and Whelpton 
(2005). For introductions to the tumultuous events of the Maoist 
insurgency/civil war (1996-2006), see Hutt (2004), Thapa (2004), 
Pettigrew (2013), and Adhikari (2014). As well as describing the Maoist 
insurgency, Jha (2014) is a key introduction to the Madhesi issue.

5 	 Nepali/Gorkhali migration history is summarised in Gellner (2013). 
On labour migrants to Delhi, see Thieme (2006), and to Qatar, Bruslé 
(2010b, 2014). On Nepalis in the UK, see Adhikari (2012) including 
Laksamba (2012).

6 	 Five days later the government reversed this decision under pressure 
from the Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities (NEFIN). On 
the whole history of this Bahun-Chhetri mobilisation, debate over the 
category 'indigenous', and the collapse of the first Constituent Assembly, 
see Adhikari & Gellner (2016a).

7 	 See Gaenszle (2000) for detailed discussion of the term 'Kirati/Kiranti'. 
We prefer the form 'Kirata/Kirati' because Kirat groups themselves 
argue that the nasal sound is absent in their own languages.

8 	 One young couple in Scotland dispensed with the need for any material 
object or space: they had a picture of the god Ganesh saved on their 
laptop and called it up to worship whenever they want to; which they 
justified as more environmentally friendly, as well as politic, since their 
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landlord might not like them burning incense. Sometimes they also 
participated via Skype in rituals back home. 

9 	 The average number per household of all holy items kept in the shrine 
was 11; that of posters was 3.34; of statues, 2.14; of religious texts, 
1.03; and of other holy objects (such as flasks, bells, or oil lamps), 4.98.

10 	The ideas here—the distinction between (census) category and 
(everyday) practice; and the difference between being multiple vs. being 
unitary in one's religious identity—are examined in Gellner (2013) and 
Housner and Gellner (2012).

11 	For a brief description of the ideas and writings of one Newar 
intellectual, Baldev Juju, who has tried to argue for a single 'Newar 
religion' underlying the apparent division into Hinduism and Buddhism, 
see Gellner (2011).

12 	The planned Non-Resident Nepali house in London is intended to have 
a Swayambhu and a Pashupati shrine side by side. In this more political 
and less religious context, this may prove acceptable.

13 	More than half of those surveyed did, however, say that they did less 
religious practice than in Nepal (one third said they did the same amount 
as in Nepal).

14 This difference, at least, would be consistent with the trends for greater 
compartmentalisation and more self-conscious alignment with global 
or world-religious models in the diaspora, as summarised by Vertovec 
(2000b).

**
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bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] Joj:yf 

8f= rGb| nS;Daf

g]kfnL gful/stfsf] k|df0fkq lnO;s]sf klxnf] k':tfsf u}/cfjf;Lo 
g]kfnLnfO{ bf]xf]/f] gful/stf lbFbf d'n'snfO{ s'g} xfgL x'Fb}g t/ pgLx¿sf] 
dft[e"ldk|ltsf] cfj4tf sfod} /xG5 .

	 u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLn] p7fpFb} cfPsf bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] dfu clxn] 
yk rf;f] / rrf{sf] ljifo ag]sf] 5 . g]kfn ;/sf/n] bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] 
dfu ;fDo kfg{ ckgfPsf] kl/rokqsf] Joj:yfn] o;df rf;f] a9fPsf] 
xf] . o; k|0ffnLsf] sfof{Gjog k//fi6« tyf pkk|wfgdGqL ;'hftf sf]O/fnfn] 
u}/cfjf;Lo cGt/f{li6«o ;+3sf cWoIf b]jdfg lx/frgnfO{ kl/rokq k|bfg 
u/]/ ;'? ul/;s]sL l5g\ . of] kl/ro kq ;g\ !(%) sf] g]kfn–ef/t ;lGwn] 
ef/tLo gful/snfO{ Jofkf/ wGbf, a;f]jf; / g]kfn cfjfthfjtsf nflu 
lbOPsf] ;'ljwfeGbf vf;} km/s b]lvFb}g . s] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLn] p7fpg] 
u/]sf] bf]xf]/f] gful/stf k4lt oxL xf] t < cjZo xf]Og .

	 u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] dfu bf]xf]/f] gful/st} xf] . of] dfu u}/cfjf;Lo 
g]kfnLn] ;+3sf] :yfkgf sfnb]lv g} ub}{ cfPsf 5g\ . g]kfnsf k|d'v 
/fhgLlts bnsf g]tfx¿ lul/hfk|;fb sf]O/fnf, k'iksdn bfxfn, emngfy 
vgfnnufotn] bf]xf]/f] gful/stf lbg] k|ltj4tf k6sk6s JoQm u/]s} x'g\ . 
t/, nfvf}+ u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] dfuljkl/t ca n]lvg] ;+ljwfgdf …bf]xf]/f] 
gful/stfÚ eGg] zAb g} gx'g] ;fj{hlgs eO;s]sf] 5 . ;+ljwfg;efsf] df}lns 
xs tyf lgb]{zs l;4fGt ;ldltåf/f k|:t't gful/stf;DaGwL d:of}bfdf 

#^



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

225

u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf nflu Go"gtd clwsf/ dfq ePsf] kl/rokqsf] 
Joj:yf ug]{ k|:tfj ul/Psf] 5 . To;sf/0f ;+ljwfgn] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLnfO{ 
cfˆgf] dft[e"ld;Fusf] ;f+:s[lts, ;fdflhs, eflifs, wfld{s / efjgfTds 
;DaGwaf6 k"0f{tM ljR5]b u/L b]zsf] cfly{s ljsf;df ;xefuL aGg] 
cj;/af6 klg jl~rt u/fpg] 5 . ;ldltsf ;b:o ;ef;b uug yfkfdfq 
bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] kIfdf eP klg afFsL ;a} ljkIfdf /x]/ o:tf] d:of}bf 
k|:t't ul/of] . of] ;a} g]kfnLsf nflu b'MvnfUbf] ljifo xf] . ;ef;bx¿sf] of] 
;+sL0f{ ;f]rn] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] g]kfnnfO{ ljsl;t agfpFm, g]kfnnfO{ 
ljZj ;fd' k|ltli7t /fi6«sf ¿kdf v8f u/fpmF eGg] efjgf s'l07t x'g'sf ;fy} 
b]zsf af/]df lrlGtt u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] g]kfnk|ltsf] dfof / ddtfdf 7'nf] 
rf]6 nufPsf] 5 .

	 ;+ljwfgdf bf]xf]/f] gful/stf Joj:yf gePdf u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] 
dft[e"ld;F+usf] ;DaGw cljl5Gg /fVg'sf ;fy} /fi6«sf] ;jf{ª\uL0f ljsf;df 
;xefuL aGg] cj;/ klg u'Dg]5 . ljBdfg gful/stf P]gsf] bkmf !)=! sf] …
ljb]zL gful/stf k|fKt u/]df g]kfnL gful/stf sfod g/xg]Ú k|fjwfg k|:tfljt 
d:of}bfdf klg sfod /x]sfn] ;Fw}sf] g]kfnL eP/ afFRg kfpg] clwsf/;d]t 
s'l07t ePsf] 5 . jf:tjdf ljb]zL gful/stf lng]lalQs} g]kfnL gful/stf 
:jtM vf/]h x'g] k'/fgf] ;+ljwfgdf ePsf] Joj:yfsf] ;§f ljb]zL gful/stf 
lnFbf cfˆgf] g]kfnL gful/stf TofUg' gk/f];\ eGg] jfSof+z /flvof];\ eGg] 
u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] dfu xf] .

	 bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] k|;ª\u g;lsFb} ;/sf/n] kl/rokq sfof{Gjog 
u/]sf] 5 . o;n] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLnfO{ s] slt kmfObf of a]kmfObf 5 a'‰g 
;fGble{s x'g]5 . u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL klxrfg u/L ltgsf] ;Lk, nufgL / 
k|ljlw leq\ofpg @)^$ ;fndf u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL;DaGwL P]g / o;} jif{ 
lgodfjnL hf/L ul/Psf] 5 . P]gadf]lhd u}/cfjf;Lo kl/rokqafxs b'O{ 
lsl;dsf g]kfnL x'g]5g\ – klxnf] ljb]zdf a;f]af; ub}{ cfPsf g]kfnL d"nsf 
ljb]zL gful/s / bf];|f] ljb]zdf a;f]af; ub}{ cfPsf g]kfnL gful/s . g]kfnL 
d"nsf] ljb]zL gful/s eP a9Ldf !) jif{ / ljb]zdf a:g] g]kfnL gful/s 
eP b'O{ jif{;Dd o:tf] kl/ro kq dfGo /xg]5 . P]gn] g]kfnL d"nsf ljb]zL 
gful/snfO{ g]kfndf sDkgL vf]nL k|ToIf nufgL ubf{ ;x'lnot lbg'sf ;fy} 
cfjf; k|of]hgsf nflu ;Lldt 3/hUuf vl/b / Psk6sdf !) jif{;Dd 
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lgMz'Ns le;fnufot ;'lawf pknAw u/fPsf] 5 . o;cg';f/ pgLx¿n] 
sf7df8f}+ pkTosfleq a9Ldf b'O{ /f]kgL, t/fO{sf gu/kflnsf If]qleq a9Ldf 
cf7 s7\7f / cGoq rf/ /f]kgL;Dd 3/hUuf lsGg kfpF5g\ . t/fO{sf uflj;df 
Ps la3f / cGoq !) /f]kgL;Dd hUuf lsGg kfpF5g\ .

	 ;/;tL{ a'‰bf bf]xf]/f] gful/stf k|fjwfg gePsf hfkfg, hd{gL, blIf0f 
sf]l/ofnufotsf b]zsf] gful/stf lnPsf g]kfnLsf nflu of] kl/ro kqsf] 
Joj:yfn] s]xL ;x'lnot lbPsf] 5 . ef/tsf df/jf8Ln] g]kfnsf] pBf]uwGbf, 
Jofkf/ cflbdf nufgL u/]h:t} dfly pNn]lvt / cGo bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] 
Joj:yf gePsf d'n'ssf u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLn] g]kfndf nufgL ug{ ;Sg]5g\ . 
t/, /fhgLlts clwsf/ eg] kl/ro kqn] lbFb}g .

	 a]nfot, cd]l/sfnufotsf bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] k|fjwfg ePsf 
b]zsf eg] u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLnfO{ o; kl/rokqn] kmfObf eGbf a]kmfObf 
ug]{5 . pbfx/0fsf nflu a]nfotsf] gful/stf lnFbf g]kfnsf] gful/stf 
a]nfot ;/sf/n] TofUg nufpFb}g t/ of] kl/ro kq eg] g]kfnsf] gful/stf 
;/sf/nfO{ a'emfPkl5 dfq kfOG5 . o; k|lqmofn] b'O{ s'/f k|i6\ofpF5 . klxnf], 
g]kfnL gful/snfO{ ljb]zL agfpg] gLlt :ki6 b]lvG5 eg] bf];|f], g]kfndf xfn 
bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] gLlt 5}g / eljiodf klg x'g] 5}g eGg] ;+s]t u5{ .

	 ;du|df u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL ;/sf/n] bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] gLlt 
ckgfcf];\ eGg] rfxG5g\ . of] ;a} b]zdf geP klg bf]xf]/f] gful/stfsf] 
Joj:yf ePsf b]zdf of] ;Dej 5 . g]kfnLsf] a;fOF;/fO ef/t, Dofgdf/, 
e'6fg, yfONofG8, lkmhLnufot b]zx¿afx]ssf d'n'sdf @) cf}+ ztfAbLsf] 
cGTolt/dfq ;'? ePsf] b]lvG5 . ljz]if u/]/ a]nfot ;/sf/n] ;g\ @))$ 
;]K6]Da/b]lv uf]vf{nfO{ cfjf;Lo clwsf/ lbPotf a]nfotdf g]kfnLsf] 
hg;+Vof XjfQ} a9]sf] b]lvG5 . ;g\ @))! sf] Oª\NofG8, j]N;, :s6NofG8 / 
pQ/L cfo/NofG8sf] hgu0fgfdf g]kfnLsf] ;ª\Vof ̂  xhf/sf] xf/fxf/Ldf lyof] 
eg] ;g\ @))* df ;]G6/ km/ g]kfn :6l8h, o's]n] lnPsf] g]kfnLsf] hgu0fgfdf 
&@ xhf/ Ps;o &# g]kfnL a]nfotdf a;f]jf; u/]sf] kfOPsf] 5 . xfn of] 
;+Vof ! nfv a9L ePsf] cg'dfg ug{ ;lsG5 . of] a;fOF;/fOsf] Oltxf; / 
k|s[lt x]bf{ ef/t, Dofgdf/, e'6fg, yfONof08, lkmhL / cGo blIf0f Pl;ofnL 
d''n'safx]s ljz]if u/]/ a]nfot, cd]l/sf / c:6«]lnofdf a;f]jf; ug]{ g]kfnL 
klxnf] k':tfs} clg g]kfnL gful/stf ePs} b]lvG5g\ . To; sf/0f a]nfotsf 
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u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLn] a]nfotL gful/stf lnFbf g]kfnL gful/stf sfod /fVg] 
Joj:yf gofF ;+ljwfgd} xf];\ eg]/ dfu u/]sf x'g\ . o;f] ubf{ ef/t, Dofgdf/, 
e'6fg, yfONof08, lkmhLnufotsf b]zsf u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL;DaGwdf s:tf] 
Joj:yf ug]{ eGg] k|Zg p7fOPsf] 5 . ltgn] bf]xf]/f] gful/stf dfu]df s] ug]{ eGg] 
;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg oxL Joj:yfaf6 x'g]5 . oL b]zdf a;f]jf; ug]{ g]kfnL k|foM 
rf}yf]kfFrf}+F k':tfsf g]kfnL gful/stf gePsf u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnL x'g\ . tL 
klxnf] k':tfsf gful/stfjfxs u}/cfjf;Lo g]kfnLsf] sf]6Ldf kb}{gg\ . xfn} 
ToxfF uPsf g]kfnL gful/s dn]l;of jf vf8L d'n'sdf h:t} 5f]6f] cjlwsf 
nflu sfdsf] vf]hLdf uPsf x'g\ / tLdWo] nueu ;a} g]kfn} kmlsG5g\ . 
ef/td} klg xfn a;fO ;/]/ hfg] qmd Psbd Go"g 5 . gf]s/Lsf nflu ef/t 
k:g]sf] ;+Vof klg vf8L /fi6«sf sf/0fn] 36]sf] 5 . ef/tLo ;]gfdf ePsf 
g]kfnL klg b'O{ k|sf/sf 5g\ . ef/td} tLg rf/ k':tf a;f]jf; u/]sf ef/tLo 
g]kfnL / g]kfn 3/ ePsf g]kfnL . gf]s/Lkl5 oxfF 3/ x'g]dfq g]kfn kmls{G5g\ . 
g]kfn;Fu a9L ;DaGw ePsf ef/tLo g]kfnL bflh{lnª / sfn]Dkf]ªsf x'g\ . 
hf] ljz]if u/]/ k"jL{ g]kfn / sf7df8f}+df gf]s/Lsf] l;nl;nfdf cfpg] u5{g\ t/ 
cGTodf ;a}h;f] bflh{lnª, sfn]Dkf]ª g} kms]{/ hfg] u5{g\ . csf{] pbfx/0fdf 
g]kfnL d"nsf e'6fgLnfO{ lng ;lsG5 . e'6fgaf6 wkfOP klg, g]kfnsf] 
;Ldfgf glhs NofP/ 5f]l8lbP klg ltgn] slxNo} g]kfnL gful/stf dfu]gg\ . 
xfdL g]kfnL d"nsf eP klg e'6fgL gful/s xf}F eg]/ nl8/x]sf 5g\ . a? cGo 
d'n's ljz]if u/]/ cd]l/sfdf uP/ a;f]jf; u/]sf 5g\ . o:t} g]kfnL d"nsf 
ef/tLo, ad]{nL, yfO{ / lkmlhogn] klg oxfFsf] gful/stf dfUb}gg\ eGg] pbfx/0f 
xf] .

	 csf]{lt/ g]kfnL gful/stf slxNo} glnPsf] x'Fbf klg pgLx¿ g]kfnL 
d"nsf ef/tLo, ad]{nL, yfO{ eP/} a:g'kg]{ x'G5 . pgLx¿sf] g]kfn;Fusf] ;DaGw 
efjgfd} ;Lldt /xg]5 .

	 g]kfnL gful/stf ePsf t/ ljb]zdf a;f]jf; ul//x]sfx¿sf] 
gful/stf sfod x'g lbP g]kfn / g]kfnLnfO{ s]xL klg xflg x'g] b]lvGg . a? 
kmfOb} w]/} x'G5 . g]kfnsf l5d]sL /fi6«x¿ rLg / ef/tsf] ljsf;qmd clt b't 
ultn] al9/x]sf a]nf g]kfnn] ljleGg sf]0faf6 cfkm"nfO{ x]g{, ;f]Rg / dha't 
kfg{' cfjZos x'G5 . oL b'O{ l5d]sL /fi6«sf] cfly{s ljsf;sf] k|efj -:kLn 
cf]e/ Okm]S6_ g]kfndf cjZo} kg]{5 . oL /fi6«sf] prfOdf g]kfn k'Ug g;s] klg 
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cfwf prfOdf k'Ug t s/} nfU5 . To;f] ug{ g;s] b'O{ ;DkGg /fi6«n] b'j}lt/af6 
Anl6ª k]k/n] d;L ;f];]h:tf] x'g ;Sg]5 . To;af6 hf]lug g]kfnnfO{ 1fg, 
;Lk, nufgL / ljsf; h?/L 5 . g]kfnn] ljb]z uPsf g]kfnLnfO{ gful/ss} 
¿kdf /fVg ;Sof] eg] g]kfnnfO{ rflxg] 1fg, ;Lk / ljsf;sf] cfjZostf k"/f 
ug{ s]xL c+zdfq eP klg of] hgzlQmn] d2t k'¥ofpg] b]lvG5 .

	 k~rfotsfnLgeGbf klg ;+sL0f{ gful/stf;DaGwL P]gs} k|fjwfg 
gofF ;+ljwfgdf klg n]lvgaf6 /f]Sg' h?/L 5 . cu|ufdL kl/jt{gsf nflu 
lgjf{lrt ;+ljwfg ;ef;b\x¿ k~rfotsfnLgeGbf s7f]/, ;+sL0f{ P]g / aGb 
gLlt ;+ljwfgdf n]Vg nfUg'eGbf 7'nf] b'ef{Uo s] xf]nf < v'nf gLlt gckgfpFbf 
rLg / ef/t s:tf lyP / v'nf gLlt ckgfPkl5 sxfF k'u] eGg] ;a}sf ;fd' 
k|i6} 5 . oL b]zn] v'nf gLlt lnPkl5 ljb]zdf a:g] lrlgof / ef/tLon] 
aflx/ l;s]sf] ;Lk / 1fgsf] k|of]u ub}{5g\ . o:t} gLlt g]kfnn] klg ckgfpg' 
cfjZos 5 . g]kfnLn] ljb]zdf l;s]sf] 1fg / ;Lk k|of]udf Nofpg ;'xfpFbf] 
jftfj/0fsf] l;h{gf clxnb]lv g} ug{'k5{ . To;sf nflu gful/stf kfPsf 
g]kfnL hxfF uP klg hxfF /x] klg ;w}+sf nflu g]kfnL /xg] Joj:yf gofF 
;+ljwfgdf x'g'k5{ .

ii

of] n]v n]Vbfsf] avt 8f=rGb| s'df/ nS;Daf cS;kmf]8{ ljZjljBfnosf l/;r{ P;f]l;P6 
x'\g'x'GYof] .

gf]6 M

of] n]v @)^^ r}q $ df gful/s b}lgsdf k|sflzt ePsf] xf] . 
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The Limbus in the UK 
Dr Chandra K. Laksamba

The main aim of the article is to provide information about the 
Limbus in the UK, as well as about the Kirat Yakthung Chumlung UK 
(KYCUK) and its role in the welfare, education, and preservation of 
religion, culture, and language.1 It is aimed particularly at the second 
generation Limbus in the UK whose main language is English and 
who are literate primarily in English.

Historical Background
The Limbu people, who are called Yakthung in Limbu language, 
are a branch of the Kirat people. According to the Limbu myth 
passed over generations through an oral tradition (Mundhum), 
they are the descendants of Susuwa Lilim Yakthunghang who are 
indigenous people of the land to the east of Arun River, Nepal, and 
in the Southern and Western districts of Sikkim, India. This land was 
historically occupied and ruled by Yakthunghangs until 1774 (242 
years ago [in 2016). They are believed to have originally migrated 
from Mongolia (Munaphen Tembe/Mangjiriden).

	 Before they came to the east of Arun River and moved up to 
Sikkim, they first migrated to what is today known as China, and then 
to Tibet (Muden/Mudenbaden) and Sichuan/Yunan (Sinyukden). 
According to Mangena Mundhum, those who migrated from Tibet 
travelled by following rivers passes – those of the Arun, the Barun, 
the Likhu, the Indrawati, the Sunkosi, the Dudhkosi, the Tambakosi, 
and the Tamor – to cross the Himalayan region.

37
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	 On their descent, at one point their route was completely 
blocked by a big lake, named Walleso Pulleso (Sodho warak/arak) 
and the lake was surrounded (Pakwaphangma) by the mountain 
Tangwara. The journey was very demanding and they used various 
means to overcome it. Maden Phenduwa and Labung travelled riding 
on buffalos' back, by which means they found easy to cross the rivers 
and the lake. It is believed that for this reason, their descendants do 
not eat buffalo meat until today. They are Mudenbaden nu keyubasi 
as migrated from Tibet. In Sikkim, Limbu people are called Tsong as 
they migrated from U-Tsang province of Tibet. Those who migrated 
all the way from Sichuan and Yunnan to the east through Arunachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Bhutan, and Meghalaya are known 
as Sinyukden lam kebhembasi. Some from Sichuan and Yunnan 
travelled to the southwest and spent up to 10 or 12 generations in the 
periphery of Kashi (Yetchiri Yetchwakhu Tembe) and then migrated 
towards the north to Morang and Sunsari (Murong) and Dhankuta. 
They are known as Kashi nu kedhangbasi. During the early period 
there were extraordinary and powerful people such as Sawa 
Yukphung Kemba, Sawa Yethangs, Pegi Phanghangs, Sutchuru 
Suhangpheba, Tetlera Lahadongna, Sodung Lempumuhang and 
Khambongba Lungbongba existed in the community. They played 
an important role in the process of migration and settlement at the 
formative stage.

	 In an altogether different theory, the Mundhum also says 
that the Limbu people were created by the god Sigera Yabhundin 
Mang, Porokmi Wamphami/Yangbhami/Yambhami Mang as 
instructed and guided by the God Tageraningwaphuma at the base 
of the Kumbhakarna Himal (Phaktanglung Pembelung) through the 
synthesis of living organisms and non-living substances. However, 
this segment of the Mundhum would appear to be in contradiction 
with the Mangena Mudhum mentioned earlier. It also contradicts 
with the standard scientific account of human evolution according 
to which the ancestors of the Limbus, like everyone else, evolved 
in East Africa. They migrated around 50,000 years ago towards 
the North-eastern Eurasia during the Ice Age and further moved to 
Mongolia over a period of time.

	 The migration of Kirat people spread further westward to the 
present Kathmandu valley. Under the leadership of Yalambar Susuwa 
Lilim Yakthunghang, Kiratis attacked and defeated Gopalvamshi 
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Ahir (Yadav)'s Kingdom in Kathmandu. Altogether 33 Kirat Kings 
ruled the Kathmandu valley for about 1,250 years. The 33rd King, 
Yokneyhang Susuwa Lilim Yakthunghang, was the last Kirat king 
who was defeated by the Licchavi king Bhumi Varma. Yokneyhang 
fled to Banepa and continued to rule there. Lillimhang Susuwa 
Lilim Yakthunghang, the eldest son of Yokneyhang, became king 
after his father's death. He did not feel safe from the Licchavis, so he 
decided to move further east. However, his brother, Khambokhang 
Susuwa Lilim Yakthunghang, disagreed and remained behind taking 
over the kingship of Banepa. Later he was made Mukhiya of Banepa 
by a Licchavi king. Khambokhang's descendants are believed to 
be Sunuwars and Hayus. The Newar caste of Vyanjankar/Tepe in 
Patan/Lalitpur is also believed to be descendants of Kirats (Limbu, 
Rai, Sunuwar and Yakhha). Some Newar intellectuals believe that 
the Jyapus, among the Newars, are essentially Kirats.

	 Sunuwars are the indigenous people of the Molung, Likhu, 
and Khimti rivers, the area which rulers in Kathmandu used to call 
Wallo Kirat. The Limbu, Rai, and Dewan (Yakkha) separated at later 
stages in the course of migration and in the process of evolution. 
However, the words Limbu, Rai and Dewan are not mentioned in 
the Mundhum as they only started to be used around 300 years 
ago, if not later. The Rai people live in the area of Solukhumbu, 
Okhaldhunga, Khotang, Bhojpur and Udaipur, which lie west of 
the Arun River known as Majh Kirat. The Dewan or Yakkha people 
are inhabitants of the southern part of Sankhuwasabha. The Limbu 
(Yakthunghangs) have been mainly living in the areas between 
the east of Arun River, Nepal and Sikkim, which is also known as 
Pallo Kirat. At the time of Gorkhali – Limbu war, the Limbu land 
(Yakthung Laje) was divided into 10 principalities and ruled by 10 
Kings (Thibong Yakthung Hangs).

Gorkhali – Limbu (Yakthung) war and conversion of 
Limbu land (Yakthung Laje) into kipat
On Monday 8 August 1774 (Sombar 22 Srawan 1831 B.S.), the 
Bhardars of Prithivi Narayan Shah, King of Gorkha, and the 
ministers of the ten Limbu Principalities under Limbu Kings 
(Yakthung Hangs) agreed a 'Nun-pani' (salt water) treaty and 
to end the Gorkhali–Limbu war. The land (Yakthung Laje) was 
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converted into Kipat, a collective self-governing land system of 
the Limbu people under the reign of Gorkha Kingdom. Ministers 
from nine Limbu Principalities attended the Nun-pani treaty but 
the tenth, the King of Yangwarak, rejected the treaty and decided 
to continue to fight against the Gorkhalis. He joined the King of 
Sikkim who agreed to fight back together. Nevertheless, the Limbus 
who attended the Nun-pani treaty fought along the side of Gorkhali 
Army. After two years of continuous war, in 1776 (1833 B.S.) the 
Yangwarak Laje also came under the Gorkha Kingdom accepting 
the Nun-pani treaty. Even after the settlement of the war, more than 
30,000 Yangwarake Limbus refused to accept the Nun-pani treaty 
as they believed that the Kipat system had destroyed the Thibong 
Yakthung Laje or the Kingdoms of Limbus. Finally, they gathered 
at a place called Aambepojoma, Panchthar Phidim, and decided to 
leave Yangwarak as well as Yakthung Laje forever. They migrated 
to Sikkim, Assam, and Bhutan. The majority of them migrated to 
Sikkim as the land was familiar to them.

Citizen of Yakthung Laje to praja of Gorkha Kingdom
As per the Nun-pani treaty, the Yakthung Laje came under the 
Gorkha Kingdom and the Limbu people became the subject (praja) 
of King Prithivi Narayan Shah. Courtiers of the Gorkha Kingdom 
and minsters of Yakthung Laje took oath drinking Nun-pani and 
promising that the Gorkha Kingdom and its rulers would protect the 
Limbu people and their native land Kipat. The Gorkhali side vowed 
that the Kipat land would never be seized and that the Limbu people 
would never be betrayed. It was a widely held belief among the 
Limbu people that if the Shah dynasty (King of Gorkha) betrayed 
them, the God Tageraningwaphuma would destroy the Shah Dynasty 
and its supremacy in return.

The betrayal of the Limbus and the extinction of the Shah 
monarchy
In 1964 (2021 B.S.) King Mahendra [Veer Vikram] Shah introduced 
the Land Reform Act 2021 (1964), which slowly but gradually 
converted the Limbus' Kipat into Raikar (standard land tenure on 
which tax is due). The conversion process was completed in the 
mid-1990s by mapping and recording the last bit of Limbu Kipat 
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in Taplejung District. Finally, the Raikar system replaced the Kipat. 
Coincidentally, just a few years' later, the Narayanhiti massacre 
took place in 2001 followed by the abolition of the 250-year-old 
Shah monarchical dynasty in 2008. Limbu people believed that the 
implementation of the Land Reform Act 2021 in Limbu's Kipat 
land was wrong and amounted to a betrayal of the Limbu people. 
Consequently, some believed, the God Tageraningwaphuma 
destroyed the Shah dynasty as an act of revenge.

Limbu population
The Census 2011 of Nepal recorded 387,300 Limbus in Nepal, which 
is 1.5 per cent of the total population. In addition, there are 173,000 
Limbus in India and 1,700 in Bhutan. Limbus have also migrated 
to Burma (Myanmar), Thailand, Hong Kong, USA, Australia, and 
the United Kingdom (UK). In the context of the UK, the CNSUK 
counted the Nepali population, including Limbus, in 2008. Based on 
this count, it is estimated that at the end of 2015 there were about 
14,000 Limbus in the UK.

Limbus in the UK
Migration of Limbus to the UK mainly started after the changes in 
the immigration rules in 2004 which allowed British Gurkhas to come 
and settle in the UK. Limbus, as one of the main tribes recruited in 
the British Gurkhas, benefited from this policy. Gurkhas came to the 
UK for training, duties, and study courses from 1948 but before 2004 
they never settled permanently. About two dozen Gurkha babies, 
including one Limbu baby girl was born in the UK around 1961–
62 while 1/6 GR (Gurung and Magar Battalion) were stationed in 
Andover, England. However, the Limbu baby girl did not claim her 
British citizenship as she married and settled in Dummrise, Taplejung. 
In 1985, Rajkumar Limbu (Idhingo) an Ex-Gurkha soldier from 10 
GR, migrated permanently in Aldershot, Hampshire, after marrying 
a British citizen. The second and third persons from the Limbu 
community who settled in the UK are Dr Phaudha Raj Thebe (in 1986) 
and Dr Bina Subba Thebe (in 1991) respectively. Currently, there 
are about 14,000 Limbus in the UK. In the 2008 survey of CNSUK, 
Limbus were found to be the second-largest population within the UK 
Nepali community (see Figure 37.1).
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	 The composition of the Nepali population in the UK is based 
on the recruitment system of the Brigade of Gurkhas. From 1948 
until recently, the Brigade of Gurkhas used to recruit mainly the 
Limbu, Rai, Gurung and Magar in the Gurkha Regiments. Hence, 
the Nepal's Centre Bureau of Statistics (CBS)'s ethnicity population 
data does not correlate with the Nepali ethnicity population in the 
UK. For instance, the Bahun and Chhetri whose population is 12.2% 
and 16.6% (CBS, 2011) respectively in Nepal are found in smaller 
numbers in the UK (Adhikari, 2012). Similarly, the Limbu population 
in Nepal is only 1.5% in comparison to the Magars' 7.1%, the Rais' 
2.3%, and the Gurungs' 2.0%; but the Limbu population is the 
second-largest in the UK. The British government used to recruit 
roughly an equal number from the Magar, Gurung, Limbu and Rai in 
order to maintain ethnicity-based regiments such as: 2 GR (Magar-
Gurung); 6 GR (Gurung-Magar); 7 GR (Limbu-Rai), and 10 GR 
(Rai-Limbu) regiment. However, over time the Magars gradually 
became a minority even in the 2 GR, a Magar-led regiment. The 
additional factor is that the population of Magar in east Nepal is very 
small in comparison to Gurung. As a result, compared to Gurungs 
only a small number of Magars used to be selected for the British 
Army from the eastern Nepal. These are the factors why Magar 
population size of Nepal does not correlate with their population in 
the UK. The Gurungs' recruitment figures in the east Nepal are only 
slightly less than those for the Rais and Limbus. This is the main 
reason why the population of the Gurung is larger than the Limbus, 
Magars, and Rais in the UK. In the case of the Rais, Bhojpur and 
Khotang Districts, where the majority of Rai comes from, have 
faced a discontinuation of recruitment for more than three years. In 
the case of the Limbu, their recruiting process was never disrupted 
since the very beginning and their equal proportion in the Brigade 
of Gurkhas was continuously maintained until the end of the Limbu 
led regiment 7 GR (1 July 1994). Therefore, the Limbu population 
in the UK is larger than the Magars and Rais, despite their bigger 
population size of Nepal.
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Figure 37.1. Nepali population in the UK and Nepal by ethnicity

The Kirat Yakthung Chumlung UK (KYCUK) manages and 
coordinates Limbus religion, culture, tradition, and welfare related 
activities in the UK. This is discussed below.

The Kirat Yakthung Chumlung UK (KYCUK)
In 2003, less than five Limbu families were settled permanently 
in the UK. The majority of the Limbu population, especially ex-
Gurkhas and their families, were on temporary and dependent visas. 
The social state and welfare matters of the Nepali communities in 
the UK at that time were very fragile. With this in mind, Chandra 
Laksamba, Dhundiraj Khapung and Dambar Maden coordinated 
a meeting on 2nd August 2003 at Chicken Ken's farmhouse in 
Salisbury (the venue was recommended by Maj (Retd) Bhuwani 
Pandhak) in order to establish the  KYCUK.

	 As planned, the KYCUK successfully established and 
formed an ad-hoc executive committee under the chairmanship of 
Mr Khadgajang Aangbuhang (Limbu) and an advisory committee 
on the date and place mentioned above (Plates 37.1 and 37.2). 
At that time, the KYCUK's immediate aim was to look after the 
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welfare of the Limbu people in the UK, especially the management 
of dead bodies, which involved either burial/cremation in the UK 
or repatriation to homeland with full dignity as per the wish of the 
deceased's families.

Plate 37.1: Scan of the minutes of the KYCUK's meeting in Salisbury 
on 2 Aug 2003.

Plate 37.2: KYCUK gathering at Chicken Ken's farmhouse in 
Salisbury, 2 Aug. 2003. 

Over the next 14 years, the KYCUK grew religiously, culturally, 
socially, educationally, economically and institutionally under the 
chairmanship of Mr Khadkajang Angbuhang (founding chairman), 
former Minister of Nepal Bijaya Prakash Thebe, Lt (Retd) Siriprasad 
Limbu (two terms, and the first elected chairman), Capt. (Retd) 
Bombahadur Limbu, Mr Dambar Singhak, Mr Subash Jabegu and 
Mr Kajiman Yakso (present chairperson). The organisation has 16 
local branches across the country. The KYCUK has carried out a lot 
of community activities in the past 14 years. Among them, during the 
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time of Mr Dambar Singhak's Chairmanship, the KYCUK launched 
a very  ambitious but important 'Community Property Project' (to 
buy land and build a Chumlung Him in the UK) in 2011.

Plate 37.3: KYCUK in 2016 (The third from the left is Subin Limbu, 
Miss Nepal 2014)

The Property Project is moving ahead as planned under the umbrella 
of KYCUK. The project was led from the beginning of 2011 till 
the end of 2012 by Maj (Retd) Padam Bahadur Limbu, MVO and 
assisted by Maj (Retd) Dil Limbu and Bhuwani Pandhak. The 
assistant coordinator for the project was Mr Dev Angbuhang. Maj 
(Retd) Chitraj Hukpa Chongbang MVO, MBE, has been leading the 
project from 2014. There is no doubt that the Chumlung Him UK 
will play a vital role in the continuation and preservation of Limbu 
religion and culture in the UK.

Religion, culture, festivals, and language in the UK
As stated earlier, the religion of Limbu people is Kirat, which is 
based on the Mundhum. The Mundhum is an oral scripture which 
to the Limbu people is equivalent to the Veda and Bible. Limbu 
priests of various types – Phedangma, Yeba/Yema, and Samba – 
who are believed to be chosen by God, can recite the Mundhum 
automatically with minimum guidance by those who are already 
performing their duties in the community. In the recent past Limbu 
scholars such as Til Bikram Nembang (Birangi Kainla) and others, 
have recorded oral Mundhum from Phedangma, Yeba/Yema and 
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Samba and transcribed it. But many segments of the Mundhum are 
still only available in oral performance and are very likely to become 
extinct if not recorded soon. It is hoped that the KYCUK will take 
the initiative to help save such historic information.

	 In the Limbu community the Kirat religion is practised in 
two ways: in one side it is practised as prescribed and overseen by the 
Phedangma, Yeba/Yema and Samba shamanic priests and on the other 
side, there is a tradition called Satyahangma. Phalgunanda Lingden, 
an ex-Gurkha Sergeant of the 7th Gurkha Rifles (7 GR), initiated 
the practice of the Kirat religion under the name of Satyehangma 
in 1931. To avoid arrest and imprisonment and to protect the 
Satyehangma sect, he used all means and tactics throughout his 
life. The Satyehangma religious centre is in Larumba, Ilam. The 
Government declared Mahaguru Phalgunanda Lingden as one of the 
National Heroes (Rastriya Vibhooti) of Nepal in 2009. Aatmananda 
Lingden is the present Supreme Guru of the Satyehangma. 
Both groups use Mundhum as a guiding philosophy. But in the 
Satyehangma, anyone can take training and become a guru. It is not 
necessary to get special power from the God Tageraningwaphuma. 
Mr Birdhoj Angbuhang is a Phedangma based in Farnborough and 
carries out birth, death and other rituals throughout the UK. (Other 
Phedangmas in the UK are: Mr Raiprasad Hukpa Chongbang, Mr 
Lilabahadur Phombo, Mr Padambahadur Angbong and Yambahadur 
Thebe). Mr Ramkumar Thebe, a trained Sabdi Guru of Satyehangma 
sect based in Swindon does the same thing throughout the country. 
The first group, following shamanic practices, sacrifice animals as 
part of their worship. The second group (following Satyahangma) 
do not sacrifice animals and prefer vegetarianism. Nonetheless, 
both groups are working towards preserving and practising the Kirat 
religion in the UK. Limbus in the UK practise their religion more or 
less to a similar ways as they do in their native land, Yakthung Laje.

	 In Limbu religion and culture, a woman inherits deities from 
her mother when she marries. The birth and death rituals vary by 
gender. Following a birth, the naming ceremony (Yangdangphogma 
in Limbu and Nwaran in Nepali) takes place after 3 days for a baby 
girl and after 4 days for a baby boy. Limbu people bury their dead. A 
death rite for female is 3 days after the death and after 4 days for the 
male. The death rites process takes place in a chronological order as 
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follows: handover of death soul to ancestors (Samsama), mourning 
(Netma), purifying (Khauma) and segregation between dead and 
living (Mikwa Sangma).

Plate 37.4: Hakpare Samlo competition: 2011 Sisekpa Tangnam, 
Ashford

The Limbus in the UK celebrate Chasok Tangnam, Kakphekwa 
Tangnam, Yakwa-phongma and Balihang Tangnam at local level and 
Sisekpa Tangnam at national level. The national festival takes place 
in the month of July because it is the summer season with longer 
and warmer days, which is suitable for the large scale gathering. The 
KYCUK coordinates and manages the Sisekpa Tangnam celebration 
centrally in London. Every year, around 5,000 Yakthungbas, 
Yakthungmas and samenchha-ha (Limbu, Limbunis, children and 
grandchildren) gather in their traditional dress and ornaments to 
celebrate Sisekpa Tangnam. The Limbu people often express that 
the programme gets full of Limbu flavour. It helps them to restore 
happiness after meeting families and friends. They sense a kind of 
satisfaction and relief from loneliness and stress.

	 Dances such as Kelang (Chyabrung nach), Yarang (Dhan 
nach) and Hakpare samlo (Hakpare git) (Plate 37.4) are shown 
in the branch-wise competition which takes place every year. 
Mainly the younger generation is found to be keen in taking part 
in the competitions, which have played a vital role in making them 
understand the values of their native culture.
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	 In the context of the language, the Limbu people have 
their own script called 'Sirijonga' which was believed to be created 
by the King Sirijonga in the 9th century. Teongsi Singthebe of 
Khoyang, Tellok (Yangwarak), Taplejung is believed to have 
taken written scripts away to Sikkim to hide safely from Gorkhali 
invaders. Some of the original writings of Teongsi Singthebe are 
available for photocopying at the British Library, London. Limbus 
of Sikkim played a vital role in preserving and further developing 
the Limbu language in the aftermath of the Gorkhali-Limbu war. 
Currently, the Limbu language is taught up to Master's degree level 
in Sikkim. Unfortunately, Limbus of Nepal have given up reading 
and writing the Sirijonga script. Instead they started learning Nepali 
and adopted the Hindu religion to avoid arrests and imprisonments. 
Despite persecutions, ex-Gurkha Sergeant Phalgunanda Lingden 
started reading and writing Sirijonga scripts in the areas of Ilam 
and Panchthar. He even opened a couple of schools, but the Rana 
Government banned them. He was summoned by the Rana regime 
but was later released. After the restoration of democracy in Nepal 
in 1990, the Government of Nepal permitted the official use of the 
Sirijonga script in the country. The Constitution of Nepal 2015 
has endorsed Limbu language as one of the national languages. 
Currently, Curriculum Development Centre of Nepal is developing 
curriculum for grades 6–8. However, no Limbu language teachers 
have been employed by the Government until today.
	 In the UK, under the coordination of the Limbuwan Study 
Centre, a Limbu dictionary is being edited and published by 
Harkajang Limbu and Gambhirdhoj Tumbahangphe. The majority 
of the first-generation Limbus in the UK can speak their language. 
However, only a few of them can read and write Srijonga script. 
A brief Limbu language teaching course was conducted in 2014 in 
Ashford under the teaching and supervision of Mr Ganesh Ijam. The 
course was funded by the KYCUK Ashford Branch. This kind of 
practice needs to be continued with the involvement of KYCUK 
local branches, otherwise the Limbu language will soon be history 
in the UK.

Education
Concept of Limbuwan University

Immediately after the inception of the KYCUK in the 2003, 
members of the KYCUK carried out two brainstorming sessions in 
2004 for the possibility of establishing a Limbuwan University in 
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Nepal. One of the sessions was also attended by Bairangi Kainla 
while he was in London. In 2005 KYCUK came to the conclusion 
that they should seek to establish a Limbuwan Study Centre in order 
to preserve culture, religion, language and develop capacity of the 
Limbu people in general and the Limbus living in the Limbuwan 
area in particular. In this process, the KYCUK came up with a model 
of Limbuwan Academy in 2006. Further meetings and discussions 
under the chairmanship of Mr Siriprasad Limbu (2004–2008), the 
KYCUK came up with a concept of the Limbuwan University in 
2007. To share and discuss the concept, Mr Arjun Nugo, who was a 
Lecturer of Trichandra College and the Central Chairman of KYC, 
was invited to the UK. It was decided to open Limbuwan Study 
Centre in Kathmandu. One of its envisaged roles was to act as a 
steering body for the establishment of the Limbuwan University. Two 
locations were earmarked for the 'Proposed Limbuwan University'. 
The first choice is Menchhyandhap, Guppha Pokhari (Plate 37.5), 
a Limbu historical place, which isnaturally beautiful, surrounded 
by the world renowned rhododendron forest of the Tinjure Milke 
range at an altitude of 3,000m (9480 ft.). This is also a junction of 
Tehrathum, Sankhuwashabha, and Taplejung districts, with a motor 
road to access the site. Thus the location is suitable from all points 
of view. The second choice is Nagi of Panchthar District, which is 
also accessible by motor, but it is located towards Sikkim and could 
cater the Limbus of Sikkim as well.

 

Plate 37.5: Land earmarked for the proposed Limbuwan University, 
Menchhyandhap, Guppha Pokhari. 
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In 2007 KYCUK sent Dr Chandra Laksamba to Kathmandu to 
hold a meeting with Limbu public figures and to discuss about the 
concept of the Limbuwan University. A meeting was organised 
at Chumlung Lalitpur and the meeting was attended by the KYC 
Central Chairman Mr Arjun Nugo, Secretary Mr Ekraj Limbu, Dr 
Chaitanya Subba, Mr Manjul Yakthungba, Maj. (Retd.) late Deoman 
Limbu and Mr Uttam Sing Thangden. The meeting accepted the 
concept of the 'Proposed Limbuwan University' and agreed to open 
Limbuwan Study Centre at Chumlung Lalitpur. At the meeting, Dr 
Laksamba handed over Rs 396,000, provided by the KYCUK, to 
the KYC Central Chairman Arjun Nugo, for the 'Civic Awareness 
(Janjagaran)' programme. The aim of the programme was to make 
the Limbu community aware about the identity, language, religion, 
culture, citizens' rights, capacity building, and the role of the 
proposed Limbuwan University.

Educational achievements in the UK 

Limbu people are doing well in terms of education in the UK. 
For instance, the following first generation Limbus in the UK 
achieved PhDs, Master's, and Graduate Degrees namely: Dr 
Chandra Laksamba (PhD 2005, University of Surrey, he was with 
the University of Oxford from 2009 to 2012 as a researcher, most 
probably the first researcher affiliated to Oxford from the Limbu 
community and the first PhD of Laksamba, Laksam, and Laktam 
family); Dr Ramnarayan Kandangwa (PhD 2009, Tribhuvan 
University); Mr Dev Angbohang (BA Hons, MSc Criminology 
2015, London Metropolitan University); Mr Rakam Limbu (BSc 
Hons Sociology 2013, University of Surrey); Capt (Retd) Bhakta 
Limbu (BSc Nursing, University of Southampton); Mr Mijas Tembe 
(BA Hons 2015, Open University); Maj. (Retd.) Padam Limbu MVO 
(MCGI City & Guilds Professional Award Level 7 equivalent to 
MA); Maj. (Retd.) Dil Limbu (MCGI City & Guilds); Maj. (Retd.) 
Bhuwani Limbu (GCGI City & Guilds Professional Award Level 6 
equivalent to BA Hons); Capt. (Retd.); Purnaprasad Limbu (GCGI 
City & Guilds), Lt. (Retd.); Siriprasad Limbu (GCGI City & Guilds); 
Mrs Prem Kumari Maden (MSc in Finance); Mrs Kamala Limbu 
(BSc Hons Nursing); Mrs Ashis Tumbahangphe (BSc Nursing); and 
Mrs Ambika Sambahangphe Maden (BSc Hons Bio-Science). All 
are ex-Gurkhas or their spouses, with the exception of Mijas Tembe, 
who is still in the army.
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Figure 37.2: Educational qualifications of Nepalis in the UK by 
sub-ethnicity

The Limbus who have migrated from Hong Kong have also 
successfully pursued higher degrees in the UK. For example, Mr 
Purna Loksam MSc, now pursuing a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Cambridge and Mr Khusi Limbu, who achieved BSc 
Hons and MSc in Criminology from the University of Surrey. Mr 
Uttar Tigela is a solicitor, Mr Prem Suhang and Mr Tek Suhang 
achieved ACCA degrees and both are accountants in London.
	 In the field of medicine, Dr Phauda Raj Thebe is a Senior 
Consultant Pathologist at Kent Hospital. He is also a former 
chairperson of the Nepalese Doctors Association UK (NDA UK). 
Dr Beena Subba Thebe is a Senior Consultant Gynaecologist at the 
Middlesex University Hospital and the current president of the NDA 
UK. Dr Gurans Lawati is a Consultant Psychiatrist.
	 Performance of the Limbu second generation in higher 
education in the UK seems promising. Figure 37.2 reflects the 
education progress of Limbus second generation in the UK. For 
instance, Angshumonik Angbohang, has BSc Hons, and MSc (now 
a PhD final year student in Retinal Stem Cell, University College 
London); Saurav Limbu (a PhD student in Electronic Physics, 
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Imperial College London); Yojana Laksamba (MSc Finance and 
Accounting – Distinction, ACCA); Sabit Thebe (MSc London School 
of Economics – LSE, UK, MBA Columbia University, USA); Yugal 
Angbo (BEng Hons Civil Engineering, MSc Structural Engineering); 
Roshan Yongya (BSc Hons, MSc Operational Research and Applied 
Statistics); Shamser Chemjong (BSc Hons, MEng Civil); Sheila 
Limbu (BSc Hons, MA); Bhuwan Bokhim (BEng, MEng); Sabina 
Limbu (BSc Hons, MSc); Sangita Thebe (BSc Hons, MSc LSE); 
Sushma Limbu (BSc Hons, ACCA); Chinari Libang (BBA, BSc 
Hons Applied Accounting, ACCA); Khagendra Bhega (BSc Hons, 
MSc Renewable Energy and Resource Management); Binaya 
Limbu (BSc Hons, MEng Aeronautics and Astronautics); Narendra 
Limbu Jabegu (MEng); Sanjog Limbu (MEng); Astha Laksamba 
(MPharm); Selvia Limbu (MPharm); and Prabin Limbu (MEng). I 
have sought to list all those who have Master's degrees or above, but 
there could still be a few missing. The majority of them have also 
secured employment in their areas of their expertise. There are about 
30 Limbu students currently pursuing their postgraduate degrees.
	 Approximately 70 per cent of the second-generation 
Limbus have completed a Bachelor's degree in different disciplines, 
including medicine and engineering. The majority of them are 
employed in their areas of studies. There are currently 21 persons 
working in the NHS as doctors, including 14 female junior medical 
doctors. They are qualified in the UK or in other Asian countries. 
However, none of them has reached the position of consultant yet.
	 In addition to the above, Jinita Pandhak Limbu is the 
first Limbu solicitor in the UK and is currently practicing in 
London. Samana Chemjong is the first Limbu secondary-level 
mathematics teacher in London. Basanta Laksamba is a police 
officer in Hampshire Constabulary (the first Limbu police officer 
in the UK). Yugal Angbo, who is a second generation Limbu, is an 
Officer in the British Army, commissioned from the Royal Military 
Academy Sandhurst, and currently serves in the Royal Electronic 
and Mechanical Engineers (REME). Saujan Pandhak Limbu is a 
freelance blogger, who writes news, features, and blogs under the 
name of 'Lex Limbu' and is currently doing his Master's degree in 
Tourism, Environment and Development at King's College, London.

Sports
In 2008 KYCUK started a football cup in the name of the first Kirat 
King Yalambar Susuwa Lilim Yakthunghang which is known as 
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'Yalambar Cup'. Capt. (Retd.) Bombahadur Limbu, who was the 
chairman of KYCUK (2008–2010), is the founder of the Yalambar 
Cup. Now the Yalambar Cup has been established as one of the 
major events within the Nepali community in the UK. The KYCUK 
coordinates and runs the event every year in April in London.

Plate 37.6: Yalambar Cup 2016

In 2016 a total of 27 teams took part in the event. The event has 
definitely created a positive environment for social integration 
within the diverse Nepali ethnic communities in the UK. The event 
has also introduced the first Kirat King Yalambar to the second-
generation Nepalis who grew up in the UK and may have limited 
knowledge about Nepali history.

In addition, the KYCUK also established the Yalambar Badminton 
Cup in 2013. Its founding coordinator is 	Mr Dilsing Menyangbo 
(Limbu) who is also the current senior Vice Chairman of the 
KYCUK.  KYCUK runs the Yalambar Badminton Cup tournament 
every year. It is open to all Nepali communities in the UK, and has 
played a pivotal role in creating a conducive environment for social 
cohesion and integration within the Nepali community. The event 
also generates revenue, which KYCUK spends on the social welfare 
of Limbu people globally.

Conclusion
The facts and figures presented above clearly show that the cultural, 
social, and economic capitals accumulated by the Limbu people 
in the UK look promising. It seems that the Limbu community's 
progress in the UK is positive and moving upward. In this sense, we 
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can say that knowledge is not caste, class, or community-based. It 
is achievable by all. It requires interest and determination as well as 
equal access to opportunities.

Contributor:
Dr Laksamba is a founder of the CNSUK, where he worked as its 
Executive Director and senior researcher. He was also founding 
advisor to the KYCUK. He was an Adjunct Professor at the Nepal 
Open University. 

Notes:
1 This article was originally published in the lexlimbu.com as a guest article.
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Section G: 	Gurkha Rights Campaigns  
in the UK
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Battlefields to Civvy Street: Gurkhas' 
Struggles in Britain

Dr Chandra K. Laksamba

Introduction
“Bravest of the brave, most generous of the generous, never had a 
country more faithful friends than you" - Sir Ralph Turner MC.1

Engraved in the memorial statue for the Gurkhas in London, the 
above remark, delivered by Professor Sir Ralph Turner, Military 
Cross (MC), in 1931, clearly articulates Gurkhas' skill in combat and 
their loyalty to the British crown, country and people. Gurkhas have 
served in the British and Indian Armies since 1815. A Nepali citizen 
may only become a Gurkha soldier after passing a tough selection 
process and facing fierce competition, followed by successfully 
achieving a soldiering education and qualification. As the saying 
goes, 'Better to die than be a coward' (kantar hunu bhanda marnu 
niko) is the motto of Gurkhas, which, has been demonstrated by the 
achievement of the 13 Victoria Crosses (VCs, the highest military 
decoration of the United Kingdom), won by Gurkha soldiers in the 
two World Wars and the Borneo confrontation. In a more recent 
example, Sergeant Dip Prasad Pun won the Conspicuous Gallantry 
Cross (CGC) in 2011 during the ongoing Afghanistan conflict. 

	 Many Gurkha soldiers have been awarded the Military Cross 
(MC), second to the VC and CGC, in two great wars and conflicts such as 
the Malaysian emergency, the Borneo confrontation and the contemporary 
Afghanistan conflict. Around half a dozen MCs have been awarded to 

38
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Gurkha soldiers during the course of the ongoing Afghanistan conflict 
alone. British Gurkhas have fought in the aforementioned battles 
as well as in the Falklands, Iraq, Kosovo, Bosnia, East Timor and 
Sierra Leone; they are considered an integral part of the British 
Army. An estimated 43,000 Nepalis lost their lives in the two World 
Wars while serving in the Gurkha Regiments (Cawthorne, 2009, 
HQBGN, 2009); many more have died in other battles.

	 In the last decade, there have been many changes in the 
British Government's policies relating to the Gurkhas. Because of 
the (partial) success of campaigns for fair treatment to Gurkhas, that 
is, on a par with their British counterparts, retired Gurkhas have 
started to migrate and settle in the UK. This great transformation in 
Gurkhas' position in British society has challenged the conventional 
wisdom that held them akin (in de facto terms) to 'mercenary', 
and instated them, for the first time, as 'citizenry'. The scope of 
this Chapter is not to explain why Nepalis fought so loyally for a 
country that they were not originally citizens of, but to discuss the 
changing identities of Gurkhas themselves. Much literature exists 
on the military history of Gurkhas (for example, Caplan, 1995; 
Gould, 2000) but very little is written about their recent struggles 
and changing positions. Therefore, the aim here is to explore the 
simple account of Gurkhas in relation to their recent struggles for 
justice in their newly founded home, Britain, and to contribute to an 
understanding about them in this changed context. 

	 This chapter draws on the data of 2008 large-scale survey 
of Nepali diaspora in the United Kingdom conducted by the Centre 
for Nepal Studies UK (CNSUK) as well as on secondary and media 
sources about Gurkhas in Great Britain. In addition, the chapter draws 
on ethnographic data collected through interviews, observation and 
participation in discussions about the current problems and prospects 
of former British Gurkhas in the UK. The chapter is presented in 
three sections: historical background; recent Gurkha campaigns and 
achievements; and discussions of current policy issues.

Historical background
In order to understand the situation of retired Gurkhas in the UK 
at present, it is important to have a perspective on the historical 
background of Gurkha recruitment in Nepal. The history of the British 
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Gurkhas starts towards the end of Anglo-Nepali war (1814 – 1816), 
when Major General David Ochterlony, one of the commanders of 
the British East India Company's Army, proposed forming a Gurkha 
Regiment.2 General Ochterlony noticed good soldiering qualities in 
Nepali people: they seemed to have exceptionally high endurance, 
determination, will power and natural fighting capabilities, even 
with minimal resources and logistical support (Caplan, 1995). In 
consideration of these vital warfare abilities and qualities, General 
Ochterlony formed a regiment from Nepali Prisoners of War (PoW) 
in early April 1815, which later became the 1st King George's Own 
Gurkha Rifles/Nasiri Regiment (Gould, 2000). For a long time, the 
Nepal Government had adopted a policy forbidding the recruitment 
of Nepalis by British India, at least inside Nepal. This was partly due 
to suspicions about the intentions of the English, who had entered 
India for trade but later ended up raising a local army and usurping 
state as well as financial powers. However, later the government 
of Nepal was convinced to allow the recruitment of soldiers from 
Nepal.

	 The recruitment of Gurkhas continued unabated, forming 
Gurkha Battalions, which reached twenty battalions on the eve of 
the First World War, a century after the first regiment was formed 
(Caplan, 1995). Gurkhas went on to fight the First and Second World 
Wars; internal conflicts in British India, including the Indian Mutiny 
of 1857-58; and external conflicts that reflected British interests 
in multiple places around the world, proving their loyalty beyond 
all doubt. Even the Prime Minister of Nepal Shree Teen Maharajah 
Jang Bahadur Rana agreed that Gurkhas should fight in certain 
cases: Nepal took part in the relief of Lucknow when he personally 
commanded 12 Nepal Army regiments to intervene (HQBGN, 
2009).

	 During the First World War, about 120,000 Gurkha soldiers 
fought for the British Empire in Europe and in the Middle East and 
were awarded more than 2,000 bravery medals, commendation 
letters and certificates (Parker, 1999). Eight out of the twenty 
battalions of Gurkha soldiers were deployed in Flanders, Belgium 
and Neuve Chapelle (Northwest France) in 1914–15; the Gurkhas 
were the first British units to break the German Line at Neuve 
Chapelle (Fleethants.com, 2000). Additionally, 16,000 Nepali army 
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soldiers served in Indian Territories during the First World War. The 
whole Nepal Army was placed at the disposal of the British Crown 
(HQBGN, 2009).    

	 In the Second World War, forty-five Gurkha Battalions of 
about 131,000 Gurkha soldiers took part in front line battle. Again the 
entire Nepal Army was placed at the disposal of the British Crown. 
Further, eight Nepal Army Regiments served in India. The Nepal 
Army Brigade deployed in Burma fought the battle of Imphal with 
distinction. Furthermore, the Nepal Government donated money to 
Britain for the purchase of arms and equipment and relief for the war 
sufferers (ibid). In two World Wars, in addition to the approximately 
43,000 Nepalis killed in action, thousands disappeared without any 
trace and thousands suffered casualties and disabilities. And, yet 
Gurkhas were noted for their efforts: “During the Second World War 
alone Gurkhas won over 2,700 decorations for bravery, Mentions In 
Despatches (MID), or gallantry certificates" (House of Commons, 
1989: x cited in Caplan, 1995: 135).  

	 In 1947, two years after the end of the World War II, India 
gained independence from the British Raj. In the process of handing 
over power to India, the British Government decided to take four 
Gurkha infantry regiments to Malaysia, namely: 2nd King Edward 
VII's Own Gurkha Rifles, 6th Queen Elizabeth's Own Gurkha Rifles, 
7th Duke of Edinburgh's Own Gurkha Rifles and 10th Princess Mary's 
Own Gurkha Rifles (Gould, 2000; Sinha, 2008). Over time, other 
support units were formed by the British Army in the course of 
military operations in Malaysia, Borneo and Hong Kong. The four 
infantry regiments were amalgamated and formed as 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions, The Royal Gurkha Rifles, in 1994. The 3rd Battalion, The 
Royal Gurkha Rifles was disbanded in 1996 in Church Crookham, 
UK and amalgamated with the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Gurkha 
Rifles, based in Brunei. 

	 In current service are two infantry battalions; three support 
units, namely, The Queen's Gurkha Engineers (QGE), The Queen's 
Gurkha Signals (QGS) and The Queen's Own Gurkha Logistic 
Regiment (QOGLR); three independent companies and the Band of 
the Brigade of Gurkhas. All units are based in the UK except for 
one infantry battalion, which is based in Brunei. A total of 3,570 
Gurkhas are currently serving in the British Army.3 
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	 In order to continue the recruitment process of Nepali 
citizens into the Indian and British Armies, a Memorandum of 
Understanding known as the Tripartite Agreement (TPA) was signed 
on 11 November 1947 by Britain, India and Nepal. The TPA endorsed 
the recruitment policy, terms and conditions for Nepali citizens who 
wished to join the Indian and British Armies, as the Sugauli Treaty 
of 1816 had covered neither the recruitment of Nepali citizens into 
the East India Company's Army nor the terms of their pay, pension 
or welfare (Caplan, 1995). Before 1947, the pay and pension of 
Gurkhas was worked out locally by the British Indian Army; it was 
only the TPA that clearly stated that equal treatment should be given 
to Nepali citizens who joined the British and Indian Armed Forces. 
India has treated the Indian Gurkhas in accordance with the TPA 
and they receive pay, pension and welfare facilities equal to Indian 
citizens. 

	 In the case of British Gurkhas, the TPA has always been 
interpreted and applied by the Headquarters Brigade of Gurkhas 
(HQBG), a branch of the Ministry of Defence (MoD) UK, as 
per its convenience. In order to elucidate its position, the HQBG  
published a number of policy documents: 'Gurkha Pay and Pension 
Manual' and 'Hong Kong Command Pay Office Instruction' worked 
out a different rate of pay and pension and 'Brigade of Gurkhas 
Standing Instruction (BGSI) and Brigade of Gurkhas Manning 
and Records Office Instruction (BGMROI)' devised separate rules 
and regulations for British Gurkhas. These policies put into place 
an inferior standard of treatment to Gurkhas in terms of pay and 
benefits. When the British handed over Hong Kong to China, the 
British Government implemented another policy that discriminated 
between Gurkhas and other British soldiers without the knowledge 
of the Nepal Government and ignoring the norms and value of the 
TPA. 	

	 The recent British Government policy on Gurkhas divides 
them into two groups: Gurkhas who joined the British Army on and 
before 30 June 1997, and those who joined after. This division was 
again engineered to indirectly prevent Gurkhas from equal pay and 
pension. The Gurkhas who joined the British Army on and before 
30 June 1997 have been further divided into two groups, based on 
year of retirement: those who retired before 30 June 1997 (known as 
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pre 1997) and those who retired after that date (post 1997). Those 
who retired before 1997 receive pensions under the Gurkha Pay and 
Pension Scheme (GPS), which is far less than the amount their British 
comrades and Commonwealth Citizens counterparts receive. Pre-
1997 Gurkhas are not allowed to transfer their pension from GPS to 
the Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS). Under the Gurkha Offer 
to Transfer (GOTT), Gurkhas who retired after 1997 are allowed to 
join the AFPS, but only fraction of their service period is counted by 
ranks for pension purposes: 36% of Riflemen and Lance Corporals; 
30% of Corporals; 29% of Sergeants; 28% of Captains; 27% of Staff 
Sergeants, Warrant Officers 2 and Lieutenants; 26% of Warrant 
Officers 1; and 23% of Majors (percentages are of total Hong Kong 
based services.) 

	 Overall, the British Government's frequent unilateral 
changes to the TPA for its convenience combined with its failure 
to amend the archaic instrument in line with changed realities have 
weakened its relevance as a trilateral agreement. However, recent 
court rulings and subsequent UK Government policies on Gurkha 
benefits have made some fundamental changes to the original terms 
of the TPA. The long standing inferior pay, pension and benefits 
to Gurkhas as compared to their fellow servicemen spread a wide 
discontentment among Gurkhas and their British supporters. Retired 
Gurkhas started an organised struggle demanding a change in the 
situation: over the last two decades, various Gurkha organisations 
have emerged and the Gurkha campaign for justice started to grow, 
managing to make some gains. In the next section, an account of this 
campaign and a review of the present situation are presented. 

Recent Gurkhas' campaigns and achievements 
Before 1990, all Nepalis retired from military services in different 
countries (including Gurkhas) were part of a state-sponsored 
occupational organisation (bargiya sangathan) called Nepal 
Bhutpurbak Sainik Sangh that was designed to build and extend 
support to the Panchayat political system, headed by the monarch. 
The movement for democracy of 1990 played a vital role in 
inspiring ex-British Gurkhas to begin an organised struggle for their 
own cause as they had participated actively in the movement. As 
part of the larger movement, they were inspired by the instrumental 
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role that organisations could play in the fight against injustice. This 
inspiration coupled with the conducive environment created by 
the new democratic dispensation in Nepal paved the way for ex-
Gurkhas' fight for justice. 

	 As a result, in 1990, Gurkha Ex-Servicemen's Organisation 
(GAESO) emerged. Political parties attempted to exert influence 
and politicise trade union groups and civil society institutions. 
Around the same time, Nepal Ex-Servicemen's Association (NESA), 
and later in the 1990s Nepal Ex-Servicemen Organisation (NESO) 
emerged. While GAESO continued with its campaign for Gurkha 
rights, the other two groups did not evolve equally and had limited 
roles. Initially, NESA opted to pursue diplomatic means to solve 
the Gurkhas' pay and pension issues, and mainly concentrated its 
activities in Kathmandu. Similarly, another organisation, NESO, 
initially carried out small scale activities in Kathmandu. These two 
organisations have remained relatively quiet since then.  

	 In the early 1990s, GAESO started building organisational 
support across the country mainly in Sunsari, Damak, Kathmandu, 
Lalitpur, Pokhara and Chitwan, as these areas are densely populated 
by Gurkhas. GAESO opened several branch offices, and adopted 
a multi-pronged strategy by launching mass protests, legal actions 
and diplomatic pressures to create an effective 'Gurkha Justice' 
movement. In 1997, GAESO presented a petition to the British 
Government through the British Embassy in Kathmandu. A 
delegation team comprised of Members of Parliament, Intellectuals, 
Lawyers and GAESO members came to London to meet and 
discuss Gurkha issues with the British Government. In addition, 
GAESO championed the issues by protesting at local, national 
and international levels. GAESO also tried to file the case with the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO), Geneva in 2001.  

	 At the same time, in 2001, GAESO started to liaise with ex-
Gurkhas as well as with solicitors in the UK to explore the possibility 
of litigation. Eventually, on 8 May 2002, GAESO filed two cases, 
one for pay and pension, and the other for compensation to Japanese 
Prisoners of War (PoW), at the High Court in London. The court 
hearing of the PoW case took place first as a matter of urgency. 
The PoW case was an argument for compensation to the Second 
World War Gurkha veterans who were subjected to the inhuman 
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treatment of the Japanese while they were captives. The MoD 
denied any claims for compensation by classifying Gurkhas before 
1947 as part of the Indian Army, not the British. The High Court 
ruled in favour of the Gurkhas' claims, nullifying MoD's stance as 
illogical and contradictory to the principle of equality. As a result 
of this ruling, the surviving PoWs were given a compensation of 
£10,000 per person (The Telegraph, 2002; Macdonald et al, 2005). 
A total of 1,550 Second World War Gurkha veterans claimed the 
compensation.4

	 GAESO had to wait until 2003 for the High Court hearing on 
equal pay and pension. Former Gurkha Hari Thapa had filed a case 
in 1998 against racial discrimination on pay and pension. Thapa was 
born in 1961 while his parents were stationed in the UK but he grew 
up in Nepal. He later joined the British Gurkhas himself, married a 
British Nurse and settled in Wales. His hearing took place in 2002. 
At the time of the hearing, he received a pension of £58 a month, 
while an ex-soldier with a British or Commonwealth background 
and a similar service history would have received £500 a month 
(BBC, 2002). The MoD's lawyer, Mr Rabindra Singh QC, argued 
that 80 percent of Thapa's total service had been outside Great 
Britain; as a result, he could not qualify for the pension equal to 
other British soldiers. The tribunal decided that they did not have 
jurisdiction over his complaint, as he had been stationed for most of 
his service in Hong Kong and in the jungles of Brunei and Belize. 
But the Gurkhas refused to buy this argument as they had served 'in 
Hong Kong and in the jungles of Brunei and Belize' in the command 
and interest of the British Government. On the contrary, Sandhurst 
commissioned Gurkha Officers, who joined the British Army under 
the same terms and conditions, regardless 80 percent of their service 
outside Great Britain would still qualify for full pay and pension.   

	 The GAESO's pay and pension case hearing finally took 
place from 18 to 21 February 2003 at the UK High Court in London. 
The case qualified for legal aid, but lost at both the High Court and 
in the Appellate Court of the UK. After the failure of legal action in 
the UK, GAESO concentrated its activities in Nepal and Hong Kong 
until 2006.  

	 Around 2002, the Gurkha Study and Research Centre was 
formed. In 2005, it became United British Gurkhas Nepal (UBGN) in 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

255

Nepal and in 2007 it became United British Gurkha Ex-servicemen's 
Association (UBGEA) in the UK. The UBGN filed a case for equal 
pension and compensation at the Supreme Court of Nepal in 2006, 
but again, the outcome was not positive. Nevertheless, the UBGN 
never gave up its campaign, maintaining its activities in Nepal and 
later in the UK.  

	 In 2004, the British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) was 
founded by Gurkhas in the UK. Its highest priority was establishing 
the rights of Gurkhas to settle in the UK, followed by the pay, 
pension and welfare of both serving and Ex-Gurkhas. BGWS has 
adopted both diplomatic (and political) means and legal action for 
their fight for Gurkhas rights. In order to accelerate the campaign 
for settlement rights, in 2004 BGWS organised meetings, gatherings 
and workshops. Members lobbied politicians, media and British 
people to make the case clear and to try and build support. On 1 
September 2004, it called for a demonstration in front of the Home 
Office in Liverpool, and about three thousand British supporters 
and well wishers from England, Wales and Scotland came, holding 
placards and banners to welcome and support the Gurkhas' 
campaign. Seeing such respect and support of British people, the 
Director of the Home Office of the time remarked, 'British people in 
general oppose foreigners' requests of migration in the UK. But in 
the case of Gurkhas, people from Scotland, Wales and England have 
came all the way in Liverpool to show their support and solidarity 
for Gurkhas' settlement campaign which is very interesting and 
different.'5  

	 In addition, the Daily Express (newspaper) launched a 
support campaign. In September 2004, it published a 'voting chit' 
requesting British people to sign and send it to BGWS to show their 
support for the  settlement campaign. BGWS handed over 10 full  
Royal Mail sacs of 'voting chits' to the Prime Minister Tony Blair 
at 10 Downing street. The same month,  the Liberal Democrats 
Party (Lib Dems) gave a forum to BGWS during their conference in 
Bournemouth. The Chairman of BGWS delivered a very effective 
and emotional speech, which was broadcasted and published by a 
number of media companies, including BBC World. It had had an 
enormous impact in making the case known and in building support 
from the public.
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	 Soon after, Prime Minister Tony Blair announced a change 
of immigration policy for the Gurkhas. On 30 September 2004, new 
legislation stated that “Gurkhas discharged from the British Army 
in Nepal on or after 1 July 1997 and with at least 4 years' service 
with the British Army would be able to apply for settlement in the 
UK" (Home Office 2010). In Nepal, His Majesty's Government sent 
a letter of approval to the British Government, noting the change 
in British immigration policy for Gurkhas. In addition, the Home 
Office granted settlement visas to a small number of Gurkhas, their 
spouses and their dependents (under the age of 18), who had come 
to the UK and applied for visa through other channels. 

	 But this victory was just the beginning. In the ongoing 
campaign for justice, members of UBGN including Capt. 
(Retired) Rambahadur Limbu VC (who won his VC in the Borneo 
Confrontation) travelled from Nepal to London to protest against 
unfair treatment of the Gurkhas. UBGN carried out a protest march 
in London on 20 May 2006. In 2006 and 2007, organisations for 
the rights of former Gurkhas (mainly GAESO, BGWS and UBGN) 
increased lobbying and pressure for Gurkha issues, such as pay 
and pension discrimination and lack of settlement rights, with 
government authorities and political leaders, both in Nepal and in 
the UK.  

	 The 'campaign for justice' moved ahead but organizers 
realised that there was no synergy among these various efforts:  
former Gurkhas had divided into camps, in spite of having no 
substantial differences in their main demands. In order to unite and 
solidify the movement, the Gurkha Forum was created in 2007. The 
Gurkha Forum coordinated many meetings and workshops with the 
goal of creating a conducive environment in which to form a single 
united platform. As part of this process, the Forum coordinated a 
joint protest in front of Parliament, where 'hundreds of retired 
Gurkhas' from across the country gathered to show their discontent, 
followed by a protest march (BBC, 2008). Leaders of Gurkha 
organisations jointly handed a petition to Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown.6 Another remarkable action taken by the Gurkha Forum was 
returning Gurkhas' hard earned medals to the government as a way 
of protesting unequal treatment of Gurkhas with regard to pension 
and settlement rights. Within a year, the Gurkha Forum carried out a 
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number of historical actions in support of the Gurkha campaign for 
justice; the Forum was dissolved in 2008. 

	 In 2008, three former Gurkha soldiers independently 
challenged the legality of the British Government's unequal (23 to 
36%) pension policy. But they lost the case and their application for 
judicial review was rejected.

	 On 30 September 2008, however, ruling on the settlement 
case filed by the GAESO, the High Court in London finally directed 
the government to change its immigration policy by allowing 
settlement rights to Gurkhas who had retired before 1 July 1997. 
The settlement campaign was supported by all individual Gurkhas, 
and it was championed by UK celebrity Joana Lumley, a daughter 
of an Ex-Officer of 6th Gurkha Rifles. During the Second World War, 
Lumley's father had worked with Gurkhas in a battle in Burma (in 
which a Gurkha, late Tulbahadur Pun, had won a VC in 1944).  

	 This time, the government had a double defeat: first in the 
court, and then in voting on a new Liberal Democrats opposition-led 
motion in the Houses of Parliament. Following the earlier direction 
of (and endorsement from) Parliament on 21 May 2009, the British 
Government announced that all Gurkhas who had served 4 years 
or more in the British Army since the partition of Britain and India 
(1947) were also allowed to settle in the UK. This decision benefitted 
all Gurkhas and their widows, especially those who had been made 
redundant without pension after the Malaysian Emergency and the 
Borneo Confrontation in the 1960s and early 70s. They are now 
entitled to full pension credit and housing benefits in the UK as they 
have all reached the UK pension age and were not previously granted 
pensions. There was much jubilation for the victory of Gurkhas on 
such a scale, but the issue of equal pensions still remains unresolved. 

	 Despite having won the right to live in Britain, Gurkhas who 
joined the Army on or before 30 June 1997 received only a third of 
the pension received by their British comrades and Commonwealth 
counterparts. BGWS filed a case at the High Court in London. Neither 
the High Court nor the Supreme Court decisions came down in favour 
of the Gurkhas, and an appeal was not allowed. On 20 June 2011, 
BGWS moved to the European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg, 
as a last legal battle for equal pensions for Nepali servicemen who 
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joined the British Gurkhas on or before 30 June 1997. In this case 
again, BGWS has opted to use both diplomatic/political means and 
legal action.7 

	 In the ongoing equal pension and compensation campaign, 
UBGN became UBGEA in order to contextualise and carry out 
its activities more effectively in the UK. In July 2011, UBGEA 
launched a signature campaign since 1 July 2011 to put pressure on 
the Government by means of the public voice and support, and to 
initiate a fresh debate on pension discrimination. 

	 BGAESO also is playing an active role both in Nepal and the 
UK. In Nepal, the BGAESO team is constantly pressing the Nepal 
Government to raise its voice on Gurkhas issues diplomatically. In 
the UK, BGAESO is working to bring individual and organisational 
Gurkha voices together in one place. To do so it publishes a paper 
called 'The Gurkha Voice and Aawaj', which is helping to inform, 
renew and revitalise the Gurkha debate.  

	 The British Council of Gurkhas (BCG) is the youngest 
organisation of former Gurkhas, formed in the UK in 2011. The 
majority of its members are senior citizens, mainly Gurkha veterans 
made redundant without pensions after the Malayan Emergency 
and Borneo Confrontation. In September 2011, BCG had a meeting 
with Foreign Secretary William Hague to highlight the pension issue 
and request a political and diplomatic solution (The Gurkha Aawaj, 
2011). The Council also briefed the Foreign Secretary about the 
Gurkha veterans who fought continuously for seven to eight years 
and were made redundant without pensions, and with a one-off 
payment of £300 per soldier only. 

	 In light of the Gurkhas' ongoing activities and achievements, 
the next section discusses a number of social issues with implications 
for policies as well as for the ongoing Gurkha campaign. 

Discussion of current policy issues  
The historical background and the Gurkhas' movement for justice 
presented above highlights the achievements of the Gurkhas, with 
regard to both their historical capacity in combat and their current 
agenda to reverse long-held discrimination and exploitation. 
Ex-Gurkha organisations, namely GAESO, BGWS, UBGEA, 
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BGAESO, NESA, BCG, as well as individual Gurkha veterans have 
been campaigning for justice at varied levels since 1990. 

	 Before discussing ongoing policy issues, let us reflect briefly 
on the Gurkha organisations themselves. Despite their divisions, 
Gurkha organisations are persistently working hard to different 
extents toward their collective mission. They seem to be standing on 
different grounds, often, depending on their politically alignment. 
Thus, differences are vast in terms of organisational relationships, 
but very little in their stated objectives. Relationships between the 
groups often seem acrimonious: there are allegations and counter 
allegations involving: playing an agent of the establishment; 
politicising Gurkhas and their issues; extorting poor veterans; being 
corrupt; being regionalists; lacking professionalism and/or starting 
an organisation for the sake of name only. Some or all of these 
allegations could be real or assumed, but personality factors may 
equally be behind them. On occasion, they do raise a united voice and 
support each other's campaigns. For example, at individual levels, 
Gurkhas stood together in the run-up to the GAESO led successful 
campaign of 2009, and they are supporting the BGWS's legal action 
at the European Court and the UBGEA's signature campaign for 
equal pensions. 

	 Despite the disunity, squabbling and self-centrism that 
emerges at times and that can be hurtful to members and supporters 
alike, the plurality of Gurkha organisations has not always been 
a harmful thing for the Gurkha campaign itself. The competition 
between groups has given rise to the desire to do something 
meaningful first to justify their very existence and relevance. 
Consequently, it may have had an incremental contribution to the 
Gurkha campaign. Whoever makes the effort, at the end of the 
day, the British Government's decisions and policies will affect 
all Gurkhas regardless of their organisational standing. Forging 
unity among them would be ideal, but if they cannot be united, the 
separate organisations are at least expected to govern themselves 
well and respect each other.  

	 In the following sections, a brief reflection is made on: 
policy issues related to Gurkha migration and integration; the current 
economic crisis and its effects on Gurkhas; a number of alternative 
scenarios as far as solving contemporary issues for the Gurkhas; the 
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impact of recent changes on Gurkhas on Nepal; and the future of the 
Gurkha services. 

	 As discussed above, in September 2004, the British 
Government introduced a new immigration rule that gave Gurkhas 
who retired on or after 1 July 1997 the right to settle in the UK. 
Gurkhas who had retired after this date started to settle in the UK 
in accordance with this change of policy, but a few Gurkhas who 
had retired before 1 July 1997 and their dependents also managed 
to get settlement visas, by coming to the UK and applying internally 
for the right to remain. Others were refused because they did not 
have 'enough ties' to the UK. The notion that they had a 'lack of ties' 
– despite serving the country and crown –was insulting. However, 
the issue was solved altogether when, on 21 May 2009, the British 
Government announced that all Gurkhas who had served 4 years or 
over in the British Army (since the partition of British Empire and 
India) were also allowed to settle in the UK. The recent grant of 
settlement visas and the resulting migration of Gurkhas to the UK 
has not only shifted the home of Gurkha organisations and individual 
Gurkhas from Nepal to the UK, but also added an extra strength 
to the ongoing struggle because it gave Gurkhas a close proximity 
with British people, such that Britons began to understand the issues 
surrounding Gurkha citizenships. Now it is believed that over half of 
the total number of ex-Gurkhas and their dependents have migrated 
in the UK.

	 As stated earlier, the CNSUK's large-scale survey of 2008 
showed a total of 72,173 Nepalis in the UK, of whom over six in 
ten were Gurkhas and their dependants. Accounting for subsequent 
immigration, the number of Gurkhas and their families in the UK 
could be well over 55,000. After the 2009 ruling, the migration 
of Gurkhas includes many veterans and their spouses but very 
few dependent children. Gurkhas face a number of problems with 
bringing their sons and daughters to settle in the UK, as many are 
grown up and have already started independent lives. Additionally, 
dependent children over 18 years of age face age barriers to entering 
the UK. 

	 The majority of newly arrived Gurkhas had mainly retired 
between 1950 and 1970, and they came straight to London, 
Hampshire, Berkshire, Surrey or Kent, where their relatives and 
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friends had already settled. Those who retired between1971 and 
1997 also came to the above-mentioned areas, as they had usually 
spent at least a few months (and sometimes a few years) in the UK 
during their service time. As a result, Gurkhas have mainly settled 
in these places but some have also spread in many other areas, 
including hundreds of towns in all four countries. The main counties 
in England in which Gurkhas have settled are: Hampshire, Kent, 
Berkshire, Wiltshire, Surrey, Essex, Oxfordshire, Warwickshire, 
Yorkshire and Greater London. In the case of Wales, Gurkhas and 
their dependents have mainly settled in Gwent. In Scotland, the 
majority of Gurkhas and their families have settled in Edinburgh, 
Glasgow and Aberdeen.  
	 Nonetheless, the process of migration and integration is 
not always straightforward: many differences are apparent in the 
social, cultural and religious backgrounds of migrants and the 
host communities. Ex-Gurkha organisations and local councils are 
trying their best to tackle these social issues, cultural differences 
and economic constraints, in order to make the integration process 
work. Gurkhas are generally welcomed anywhere in the UK, but 
their increasing concentration in the Rushmoor area, particularly in 
Aldershot, has raised alarm in some quarters of the community, where 
it has been argued that the social services have been overwhelmed 
by the Gurkha 'influx'. This view drew enormous attention after 
it was introduced and led by a local MP, Gerald Howarth, who is 
also a Government Minister. His recent view (publicised by several 
national and local media) is that Gurkhas should be 'dispersed' 
across the country like asylum seekers, in order to prevent or lessen 
the pressure generated by what he suggests is the Gurkhas' over-
population in one area. His views have been unhelpful to the cause of 
Gurkhas: on the one hand, it has bred anti-Gurkha sentiments (such 
as the Facebook group called Lumley Legacy); on the other hand, it 
has angered many Gurkhas as they saw Howarth's remarks as a kind 
of plot against them led by an MP who was supposed to represent 
them. They are puzzled as to whether and how a 9,000-strong Nepali 
population, built over the course of many years, could be cast as 
unmanageable in a town that has a 100,000 population (Adhikari, 
2011, Dewan, 2011,

	 Seddon, 2011). Furthermore, they are not clear about how 
and where the government resources on managing and integrating 
the Gurkha migrants have been mobilised. Nepali organisations 
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like the Greater Rushmoor Nepali Community, together with local 
councillors, are playing significant roles in managing the tensions 
and creating a cordial environment for Gurkhas to freely participate 
in building the local community. At a broader level of principle, 
this whole issue can be seen as an offshoot of the initial stage of 
migration, and it is hoped that these tensions will eventually subside 
and community relations will find an equilibrium. 

	 To be sure, existing services such as health and housing face 
pressure when the rate of population rise is faster than normal, but 
the rise in the population due to Gurkhas' migration is not something 
that came as a surprise. It was anticipated and came with due 
deliberations. Measures were expected to be in place. However, the 
impact of the prolonged recession has had a negative impact in the 
whole range of government affairs, and the places where Gurkhas 
continued to settle were no exception. Rushmoor Borough faced an 
unprecedented level of budget shortfall as indicated by its Budget 
Book 2011/12 despite the rise in its resident population (Rushmoor 
Borough Council, 2011a).8

	 The current recession has hit hard the whole defence sector 
of the British Government. In the end, the future of the serving 
Gurkhas also partly depends on the economic situation of Britain. 
The cut of a large number of defence staff in 2011 can be taken 
as an example of the impact of recession. In 2011, the government 
brought in a 'Redundancy Scheme' to scale down the number of 
service personnel as a way of cutting costs. In comparison to other 
British Regiments, the Brigade of Gurkhas is bearing a brunt of 
the costs. There are four redundancy tranches: approximately 900 
Gurkha soldiers, out of a total of 3,570, are being made redundant by 
2015; some will be forced to retire without immediate pension.9 In 
addition, when the AFPS was introduced to the Gurkhas in 2007, the 
intakes in 1994, 1995 and 1996 were awarded year for year service, 
waiving off the 1997 dividing line.10 However, this deceptive 
amendment did not work as the redundancy scheme selected the 
intake in 1993 along with intakes in 1994, 1995 and 1996 at tranche 
1 in 2011. As a result, of the careless policy introduced by MoD and 
HQBG, the 1993 intake receives far less pension and redundancy 
package than the 1994, 1995 and 1996 intakes, despite their added 
years of service. 
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	 The redundancy of Gurkhas sets a worrying trend as the 
annual intake also is dwindling. Even in the past, the number of 
Gurkha recruits fluctuated, swelling at the time of wars and thinning 
with redundancies at the time of peace, but it had never come to such 
a low point. 

	 The ongoing Gurkha struggles for equity over two 
decades remain serious issues. From the perspective of Gurkhas, the 
prolonged one-army two-pay system seriously undermines the British 
Government's stated commitment to equal rights. Over the years, the 
government has tried to mask the issue of differential treatment under 
one pretext or another, embarrassing Gurkhas and British citizens 
alike who find that the policies sit uneasily with the idea of universal 
human rights. Getting equal pay is not only an issue of respect, but 
also recompense that makes Gurkhas feel themselves as dignified 
soldiers, not mercenaries. As discussed above, despite the fact that 
various wrongs have been already righted in recent years, Gurkha 
veterans still continue to fight for equal pensions and other terms; 
this issue may be considered a serious breach of human rights. For 
example, dividing Gurkhas into two categories is the HQBG, MoD 
and the British Government's latest and well-orchestrated move 
regarding Gurkha soldiers' pension. Because of this policy, Gurkha 
soldiers who were enlisted before 1997 will never get a pension equal 
to their British and Commonwealth counterparts. The government 
justification for lower pension in the past was that Gurkhas would 
settle in Nepal, where the cost of living is much less. 

	 Two interviews with former Gurkhas (one retired before 
1997 and one after 1997) presented below highlight the facts:

1.	 I am a retired Rifleman from 6th Gurkha Rifles. I get £215 
pounds per month in pension as per the Gurkha Pay and 
Pension Scheme (GPS). I am not allowed to join the British 
Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS) as I retired before 
1997. Even if they allow me to join the AFPS, I heard, my 
15 years Hong Kong based service will be counted only 5.4 
years for UK pensionable service. I think this is unfair for all 
Gurkhas. I do not understand why the British Government 
is not allowing us to join the AFPS? And why has the 
government decided to give only 36% of my total service for 
the UK pensionable service?
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2.	 I served 19 years and retired from the Army in 2003 at the 
rank of Staff Sergeant. I get £285 monthly pension. When I 
reach 60 years of age, my pension will be transferred to the 
AFPS where my pre 1997 service will be converted to the 
proportion of 4 years being equal to 1 year. This means that I 
will get around 9 years Staff Sergeant's pension. I am supposed 
to get 19 years pension equal to my British counterparts.  

As is well-known, Hong Kong was handed back to mainland China 
by Britain in 1997. The Far East British military base (including 
HQBG) was moved to the UK. However, it is not logical to 
discriminate based on location, as Gurkhas are an integral part 
of the British Army regardless of the base from which they are 
administered. The location of the Gurkha headquarters- Scotland, 
Wales, London, Belize or Hong Kong - and the places of Gurkha 
service should be of no importance, as long as they are an integral 
part of the British Armed Forces. Britain has obligations to treat 
Gurkhas equally to her citizens according to TPA. Why 23 – 36% 
of Hong Kong-based service is counted as pensionable while 
that of their British or Commonwealth counterparts is counted in 
full puzzles the Gurkhas. As a result, “26,000 pensioners, 10,000 
redundant and 10,000 widows" of those who enlisted in the British 
Army on and before 30 June 1997 (House of Commons, 2009) have 
been excluded from the right to receive equal pensions. 

	 With all legal avenues virtually closed in the UK, knocking 
on the door of the European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg is 
the only option for Gurkhas, costly though it might be. Gurkhas are 
still hopeful that their ongoing multi-pronged approach, including 
lobbying for a political resolution, would pave the way for a final 
solution to the problem. The Embassy of Nepal is attempting to 
organize the British Prime Minister's visit to Nepal. If that were to 
happen, many speculate that there will be some efforts to redress the 
problem, if not earlier. 

	 However, solving the Gurkha issue immediately is 
paramount if the government wants to correct its legacy before the 
issues of injustice succumb with the death of an elderly generation 
of Gurkhas. History has witnessed thousands of Gurkhas dying 
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over two centuries on battlefields, and being injured and disabled 
without any pay or compensation. Gurkha veterans who retired 
between 1950 and 1980 are already old by Nepali standards of life 
expectancy, and every year, the natural death rate is increasing as 
more and more veterans are dying in the UK. In 2010/11, in a matter 
of six months, Gurkhas have lost two Second World War Victoria 
Cross winners, Lachhiman Gurung, VC and Tulbahadur Pun, VC. 
On average, about 200 Gurkha veterans and their widows die every 
year by natural death. The average age of Gurkha pensioners is 
about 50; they will be 80 in 30 years. There will be no discriminated 
Gurkha pensioners left in another 40-50 years, but if the issue is left 
unresolved, the injustice will live in the memory of the generations 
to come.

	 In a difficult economic climate, the establishment has 
additional budgetary constraints that may make it more difficult to 
solve the problems facing the Gurkhas. If the pensions of pre-1997 
retired Gurkhas were to be paid at equal levels, it could present a 
huge additional financial burden to the government. However, 
Gurkha organisations find this argument fraught with miscalculation. 
BGWS argues that the cost of paying equal pensions would be far 
smaller than the cost of settling and integrating Gurkhas who are 
of pensionable age, for example (Dewan, 2011). One plausible 
argument is that if given equal pensions, many would choose rather 
to live with their children in Nepal, who provide them with care 
in their old age. Under the current immigration rules, there is no 
possibility of bringing grown-up children to the UK. In addition, 
elderly retired Gurkhas confront dietary and health problems when 
they stay in the UK (ibid). 

	 Overall, the recent changes have a cumulative effect on 
Nepal as they have altered the structure of Gurkha affairs. In the 
past, Gurkhas not only promoted the name and fame of Nepal as 
being a country of brave soldiers -despite not being able to serve 
their motherland- but they also brought to Nepal much needed 
foreign money and skills. With these recent changes, Nepal has 
become a country that exports citizens permanently rather than 
as a temporary labour force. Gurkhas' migration means that they 
have settled and would like to integrate well in their newly founded 
home. Settling involves buying houses and making investments for 
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which they need huge capital. As a result, a hidden reverse trend of 
remittances has been set on course between Nepal and the UK. With 
these newfound opportunities, ironically, Nepal's capital flies to the 
UK. In this changed context, how to deal with Gurkha issues has 
become a serious policy question for Nepal. 

	 These changing scenarios call into question: how long will 
Britain continue to recruit Gurkhas from Nepal? Nepal, too, has a 
moral question to answer: why should it allow its citizens to serve in 
a foreign army when there is not much to gain as far as the nation is 
concerned? Ethno-nationalist and leftist activists in Nepal seriously 
object to the issue of Gurkha recruitment, but they often change their 
stance when they face the resistance of the communities from whom 
Gurkhas have been recruited for generations. The Maoists, who were 
vocal critics of Gurkha recruitment, have also changed their position, 
at least for now. For the moment, neither the Nepal Government nor 
the British Government are in any mood to end Gurkha recruitment, 
as the Gurkhas are not only symbolic of Britain-Nepal relations but 
also continue to make distinct and reliable contributions as soldiers 
in modern wartime situations. Furthermore, given that a new 
generation of Gurkha families now reside in the UK, Gurkhas, with 
or without support from Nepal, will continue to be part of the British 
Forces. 

Conclusion
Gurkhas have long earned a reputation for being brave and loyal, 
and they continue to do so. They have fought several wars on the 
battlefield, and lately they have shown that they can learn and 
apply civilian tactics for their own welfare. Applying strategies 
such as mass protest movements, legal action, political lobbying 
and diplomatic discussions, they have already achieved something 
for those lucky ones who have survived to benefit from their gains. 
However, the crux of the problem has shifted to the 1997 dividing 
line: to end the ongoing discrimination against Gurkhas' pension 
rights, this division has to be overcome sooner or later and equal 
pensions must be given to all British Gurkhas who separated from the 
British Indian Army in 1948. The British Government should honour 
and respect Sir Ralph Turner MC's words, cited at the beginning 
of the chapter, dedicated to Gurkha veterans' loyalty, bravery and 
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sacrifice. The French Government addressed similar issues when 
it decided to pay its 'debt of honour' to its African veterans who 
fought the Algerian War of Independence, agreeing to pay them on 
terms equal to French nationals (BBC, 2010a, Maskey, 2011). This 
strategy would be an appropriate solution for the Gurkhas, and it 
could even reduce the financial burden of the British Government. 
Assuring equity in pension payments may well inspire many former 
Gurkhas to return to Nepal, which would be financially and socially 
beneficial for both Nepal and the UK.  
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Notes
 1	 Professor Sir Ralph Turner MC, Professor of Sanskrit at the School of 

Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London (1922 - 54) 
served with the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Queen Alexandra's Own Gurkha Rifles 
from 1915 – 19.

2 	 Sinha (2008: 12) stated, “On May 15, 1815, months before the Sugauli 
Treaty was signed, British General David Ochterlony concluded an 
agreement with the Nepalese Durbar on inducting Gorkhas into the East 
India Company's forces."

3 	 According to HQLF's letter to CNSUK
4 	 Information based on interview given by the Japanese PoW 
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Compensation Payment Office, Kathmandu In charge Captain (Retired) 
Dilip Gurung 7 GR.

5 	 This is based on conversation between the Director of the Home 
Office and the BGWS delegation team where author was present while 
conversation took place.

6 	 This was to support a joint public relations project originally organised 
by BGWS and the Film Director Rachid Bouchareb (Days of Glory) to 
prepare a signed petition to be presented to the Prime Minister under the 
coordination of the Gurkha Forum.

7 	 GAESO argues that BGWS's pension case is unnecessary as the issue 
was largely solved by the 29 May 2009 policy endorsed by Parliament 
that argued that Gurkha terms and condition of service would be equal 
to that of Commonwealth soldiers who served in the British army. 
Rather than filing the case that has been already won, Gurkha should 
apply pressure tactics to bind the government to implement the terms 
endorsed by the parliament; filing the pension case would set wrong 
precedent and reverse what has already been achieved. (Personal 
communication with Chandra Bahadur Gurung, Advisor, GAESO.)

8 	 The Council's net budget requirement has decreased by 12.3% for 
2011/12 ... [.] Grant settlement from Central Government decreased by 
23.1% (Budget Book 2011/12: 2)

9 	 Information based on interview with one of the Gurkha serving Officers.
10 	 However, the dividing date specifically '1 July 1997' stand as it is 

for those who enlisted on and before 30 June 1997 (except intakes in 
1994, 1995 and 1996) as this cut-off point plays a vital role in reducing 
Gurkhas' Hong Kong based service.

**
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Why Gurkhas Deserve 
Compensation?

Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 
 Dr Krishna P. Adhikari

The UK government should acknowledge its unfair treatment of the 
Gurkhas and compensate for it.

In about 200 years of British Gurkha history, the last two decades saw 
unprecedented public debate on Gurkha services.1 The issues of the 
Gurkhas that were once the subject of inter-governmental agreements 
have now become a matter of broader public scrutiny.	

	 Many progressive changes have occurred within the Gurkha 
services in the last decade, of which two remarkable ones are the 
equalisation of terms of services for serving Gurkhas, and settlement 
rights to all with a minimum of four years in service. Retired 
Gurkhas, however, continue to face inequalities in their pension and 
other benefits. Gurkha organisations, which have now evolved as a 
formidable stakeholder, and the UK Ministry of Defence maintain 
conflicting positions in terms of their interpretation of many of these 
inequalities.	

	 Against this backdrop, in 2013, Centre for Nepal Studies 
UK, a think-tank dedicated to advancing knowledge on Nepalis, 
undertook a thorough review of British Gurkha pension policies and 
published a report.

	 The report is very timely as it came out just before the UK 
government formed the All Party Parliamentary Enquiry on Gurkha, 
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following the fast-unto-death of Gyan Raj Rai as part of the Gurkha 
Satyagaraha Campaign. Until now, no serious academic work has 
been done on inequalities that the Gurkhas face. Individuals and 
policy makers have had to depend on an array of oxymoronic 
statements from the British Defence Ministry which tries to patronise 
the Gurkhas and justify the inequalities. This report has thus not 
only equipped the emotionally-charged Gurkha campaigners with a 
powerful ammunition, but has also put forth their case objectively to 
the open-minded but uninformed politicians. The report shows that 
Gurkhas are still subject to grave injustice and gross violation of 
human rights.

	 Currently, 22,935 ex-British Gurkha pensioners and widows 
are still treated unequally in comparison to their British counterparts. 
There are 6,534 ex-Gurkha soldiers who do not receive any pension. 
An additional 542 ex-Gurkha soldiers discharged after 1975 do not 
receive service pensions. Of those who do not receive any pension, 
3,438 that are identified as poor receive £40 a month from the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust. Gurkhas are not entitled to Preserved Pension, which 
is provided to British soldiers who have served for two years or 
more. The report elaborates mainly five important findings, which 
we briefly discuss here.

Violation of rights
To begin with, Gurkha pension and benefit policies do not comply 
with the principles of fundamental human rights. Unequal pensions 
provided to ex-British Gurkhas by the UK Government directly 
contradict the “equal pay for equal work" provisions enshrined in 
the charters of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, 
European Convention on Human Rights and in the conventions of 
the International Labour Organisation. Currently, Gurkha pensioners 
receive 300 percent less pension than their British counterparts, even 
though this situation in itself is a huge improvement compared to 
the situation in 1989 when the difference was about 1,000 percent. 
Gurkha pensioners are separately governed by the Gurkha Pension 
Scheme (GPS) but 2,161 Gurkha pensioners, who were enlisted in 
the Army before 1 October 1993 and retired between 1 July 1997 
and  6 April 2005 were given an opportunity to transfer from the 
GPS to the mainstream Armed Forces Pension Scheme 1975. Their 
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service prior to 1 July 1997, however, was actuarially valued at only 
23 to 36 percent for pension purposes.

Irrelevant claims
Secondly, the changed context makes the British Defence Ministry's 
claim of 'fair' and 'legal' obsolete. The Defence Ministry constantly 
maintains that the retired Gurkhas have always been well looked 
after and that they are not unfairly treated. For ex-Gurkhas, most 
of whom have become lawful residents in the UK since 2004, the 
rationale of 'fair treatment', tailoring their benefits to Nepal's cost 
of living, no longer holds water, as recognised by the fact that the 
pay and the benefits of currently serving Gurkhas are equal to that 
of their British counterparts. What is necessary is equality based 
on moral principles and on the basic norms and values of human 
rights. Nothing can be deemed to be legal if that goes against these 
principles. Hence, Gurkha pension and welfare provisions need to 
be 'equal' and 'legal'.

	 Thirdly, the UK government's argument that making ex-
Gurkhas' pensions equal to that of their British counterparts would 
be expensive is a myth. Ex-Gurkhas in the UK have to rely on means-
tested pension credits and other social benefits. The money spent on 
these benefits can be used to equalise the pensions or to pay welfare 
entitlements. More importantly, it would certainly mean respecting 
dignity by having entitlements rather than living on means-tested 
benefits, which the Nepali community is not proud of.  

Internationally, the UK lags behind in respecting its foreign 
recruits. India recruits Nepali citizens under the 1947 Tripartite 
Agreement (TPA) and treats its Gurkha soldiers equally in terms 
of pay, pensions and welfare. Even the French government that had 
frozen its overseas soldiers' pensions in 1959 is now providing equal 
pension since 2007. The US has also made a decision to provide 
equal benefits to its Filipino veterans under the same criteria applied 
to other US military veterans. It is only the UK government which 
still treats its Gurkha veterans who joined the British Army before 1 
October 1993 unequally.
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A new UK-Nepal agreement
Finally, the Tripartite Agreement is defunct and a bilateral agreement 
is needed. The UK government has made frequent changes to Gurkhas' 
service terms, pay, pensions and other benefits as it deemed suitable 
and required by its needs at the time, without any meaningful two-
way dialogue and consultation. Besides, India has repeatedly made 
it clear that it has nothing to do with the British Gurkhas, and that the 
terms of service of British Gurkhas are a matter entirely for Nepal 
and Britain. Hence, it is necessary to abrogate the TPA and sign a 
bilateral UK-Nepal agreement to reflect the unique circumstances of 
the British Gurkhas and to make Gurkha recruitment relevant with 
the changed context and time.

	 The report presents various ways forward to equalise 
the pension and benefits of Gurkhas in line with that of the 
British soldiers. It also concludes that the UK government should 
acknowledge that the Gurkhas were not always treated equally in 
the past and demands for retrospective compensation might have a 
considerable degree of legitimacy.

Notes :
1. This paper was published in the Kathmandu Post on 2nd February 2014. 
The title of the paper has been changed as the editors of the newspaper then 
imposed their own title without consulting with the authors to which they 
did not agree. 

**
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Defeating the Undefeated
Dr Chandra K. Laksamba 

 Dr Krishna K. Adhikari

Gurkhas' campaign for equal pensions will likely continue regardless 
of whether Nepal can or will help their cause.

	 On 15 September 2016, the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECHR) delivered its verdict on Gurkha pensions, shattering 
the hopes of thousands of ex-Gurkhas for equal pensions. While 
Gurkhas have earned fame globally as an undefeatable force on 
the battlefield, they have been consistently defeated in court battles 
in which they have sought pension equality for those who retired 
before 1997. Here we examine these court battles and explore why 
discrimination between Gurkhas and native British people persists.

Britain and India signed a Bipartite Agreement in 1947 in Kathmandu 
dividing Gurkha Regiments into British Gurkhas and Indian Gorkhas 
and setting up a pay, pension and welfare system pegged to the 
Indian Pay Code (IPC). It became the Tripartite Agreement (TPA) 
when Nepal signed it with conditions insisting that in all matters of 
promotion, welfare and other facilities, the Gurkha troops be treated 
on the same footing as other units in the parent army so that the 
stigma of being mercenary troops may be wiped out. The British 
representative responded positively to Nepal's request but added 
a caveat: “Subject to the limitations of finance and supply". Since 
then, British Gurkhas have been subject to discrimination under one 
pretext or another.

	 A Gurkha Pension Scheme (GPS), in force since 1949, 
entitled Gurkhas with 15 years' service to an immediate pension. 
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This, however, did not cover thousands of Gurkhas, about 7,000 of 
whom are still surviving. They were deprived of preserved pensions 
and other welfare benefits to which their British counterparts were 
entitled. Our report from the Centre for Nepal Studies UK in 2013 
showed that, in 1989, there was a 950 percent difference on average 
in pensions. While the difference has been narrowing in recent years, 
the pension gap in 2013 was still as much as 300 percent in some 
cases.

In March 2007, the UK Government equalised pay, pensions and 
terms of services of serving personnel and granted equal pensions 
to those enlisted from 1 October 1993 but about 15,000 pensioners, 
and 6,000 widow pensioners, did not benefit from this equalisation 
policy.

Human rights claims disallowed
On 10 June 2011, the British Gurkha Welfare Society (BGWS) 
lodged a case at the ECHR claiming that Gurkhas have been paid 
significantly lower pensions than their British counterparts, which 
was discrimination on the grounds of nationality and/or race, and 
compared to younger compatriots who joined the British Army 
after 1997, which was discrimination on age grounds. Their service 
prior to 1 July 1997 was unfairly valued—not granted year-for-
year—when transferring from the GPS to the Armed Forces Pension 
Scheme (AFPS). The BGWS argued that this discrimination 
breached Article 14, along with Article 1 of the protocol, of the 
European Human Rights Charter.

	 Initially in 2008, the BGWS had fought the case in the 
British courts on nationality and age grounds, but had eventually 
lost it. So the ECHR only looked into these issues and refused to 
take the race argument into consideration because it had not been 
raised and exhausted in British courts.

In its verdict, the ECHR clarified Article 14 stating, “In order for 
an issue to arise under Article 14 there had to be a difference in the 
treatment of persons in analogous, or relevantly similar, situations. 
Such a difference in treatment was discriminatory if it had no objective 
and reasonable justification." While the court agreed that Gurkhas 
had been treated differently and inferiorly in their entitlement to 
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pensions, it concluded “that any difference in treatment on grounds 
of nationality had been objectively and reasonably justified." The 
age argument was also refused.

	 The ECHR concurred with the UK government that the 
cut-off point was ruled not arbitrary because Gurkha service prior 
1 July 1997 was different (in being based outside the UK) and that 
the small pension of ex-Gurkhas is principally designed for Gurkhas 
to retire in Nepal where the cost of living is relatively low. The 
UK Government has consistently argued that this constitutes 'fair 
treatment'.

Previous legal battles
Ex-Gurkhas had tried to address pension inequalities before. In 1998, 
Hari Bahadur Thapa lost a case for a full pension at the Tribunal Court 
in the UK on the grounds that 80 per cent of his service was outside 
the UK. In 2000, Gyan Raj Rai filed a case at the Supreme Court of 
Nepal asking for the removal of the discriminatory clause related to 
the IPC. But it was dismissed as being beyond their constitutional 
and legal remit. In 2002, the Gurkha Army Ex-Servicemen's 
Organisation (GAESO) filed a case for equal pay, pension and 
welfare at the British High Court. The court acknowledged the 
existence of unequal treatment, but dismissed the case due to the 
expectation that Gurkhas would retire in Nepal.

	 Similarly, a case filed in 2008 by K Shrestha, K Purja and S 
Gurung in the UK High Court was disallowed. Nonetheless, Gurkhas 
successfully won other non-pensions cases. GAESO, through P 
Gurung, G Thapa and H Pun, filed and won a compensation case 
in 2002 for Japanese Prisoners of War. Likewise, GAESO's case for 
Gurkha settlement rights filed in September 2008 was successful. 
This, along with a high-profile campaign led by celebrity Joanna 
Lumley, resulted in UK settlement rights for Gurkhas with service 
of four years or more.

A vital question
What baffles the Gurkhas and other rights-based campaigners is 
that non-affirmative discrimination can be objectively justified and 
that the universal right to equality (equal pay for equal work) does 
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not hold true for them. With the ultimate legal avenues having been 
pursued and apparently exhausted, the puzzled campaigners find 
themselves back to square one.

	 The BGWS recently held a meeting in Farnborough with 
representatives of the CPN Maoist (Centre), the leading party in the 
current ruling coalition in Nepal, asking for help to put the Gurkhas' 
case to the Nepal government for a diplomatic solution. Another 
group, Gurkha Satyagraha, has been lobbying the Nepal government 
for the same cause for several months. As 7 November—the date that 
Gurkha Satyagraha has fixed for a fast-unto-death—approaches, the 
group desperately wants a favourable diplomatic solution.

However, the Nepal government lacks the necessary institutional 
mechanisms and knowledge base necessary to deal with and resolve 
the issue. A vital question remains: can and will the Nepal government, 
which for the past 60 years has closed its eyes to the Gurkhas' plight, 
do anything meaningful now? Whatever the outcome, the Gurkhas' 
campaign for equal pensions is likely to continue.

Note: 
This essay was published in the Kathmandu Post on 24 October 
2016. 

**
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Forwarding equal footing
Dr Chandra K. Laksamba

All British Gurkhas must be treated on an equal basis to their British 
counterparts Gurkhas, soldiers of Nepali origin, have been serving in 
the British Army since 1815. They fought in several wars, including 
the First and Second World Wars, which resulted in over 43,000 
deaths, and thousands of casualties. In recognition, 13 Victoria 
Crosses were awarded to Gurkhas to honour their bravery. 

According to the Tripartite Agreement signed between the UK, India 
and Nepal in 1947, Gurkhas are an integral part of the British Army, 
so they should receive bravery awards, pay and benefits equal to their 
British counterparts. However, contrary to the Tripartite Agreement, 
the British government fixed the Gurkhas' pay, pensions and welfare 
as per the Indian Pay Code. As a result, the pension differences 
between British and Gurkha soldiers reached 958 percent in 1989. 
British Gurkhas have been fighting for equal pay, pensions and 
welfare since 1990.

Gurkha technical team 
In 2017, all Gurkha organisations united and opted for diplomatic 
means to solve outstanding issues at the initiation of the Nepal 
Embassy in London. Gurkha organisations jointly submitted their 
36 demands to the Minister of State for the Armed Forces John 
Mark Lancaster in the presence of Nepali Ambassador Dr Durga 
Bahadur Subedi on March 28, 2017. In response, Minister Lancaster 
formed a Gurkha Technical Team (GTT) to investigate the demands 
submitted by the Gurkha organisations and produce a report and 
agenda for Britain-Nepal bilateral talks. 
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	 After a series of meetings, the GTT submitted its report 
with a 13-point agenda on March 24, 2018 to the British and Nepal 
governments with the recommendation of forming negotiation 
teams from both countries to address outstanding Gurkha issues at 
the earliest opportunity. The main demand of the British Gurkhas is 
that all Gurkhas must be treated on an equal footing to their British 
counterparts as set out in the Tripartite Agreement. This was applied 
to Gurkha Sandhurst-Commissioned Officers and other Gurkhas 
enlisted after October 1, 1993, but it is still outstanding for those 
enlisted before that date. 

According to the UK Ministry of Defence, there are 22,000 ex-
Gurkhas and widows in this group. The majority retired at the 15-
year pensionable point. For British soldiers, their pensionable point 
is 22 years. British and Gurkha pensionable points are different, and 
their pensions are calculated on their average life expectancy and 
longevity. Hence, for Gurkhas who have done 15 years, their service 
and pension should be in proportion to British soldiers' 22 years. In 
addition, Gurkhas enlisted before 1993 have not been paid liberal 
and disability pensions equal to their British counterparts, so these 
also need to be equalised as per the Tripartite Agreement.

	 Gurkhas who were made redundant before 1975 only 
received redundancy packages of £320, £360 and £420 respectively 
based on their length of service. As per the Armed Forces Pensions 
Act 1975, they are also not entitled to preserved pension, so their 
redundancy packages should be reviewed, and compensation 
given to bring them into line with their British counterparts. Those 
discharged after 1975 should be entitled to preserved pension. There 
are approximately 6,500 and 145 Gurkhas discharged before and 
after 1975 respectively without service pensions. Due to the meagre 
redundancy packages and poor welfare facilities provided in Nepal, 
Gurkhas have decided to migrate to the UK for better lives; the 
reality, however, is that they are living in poverty on paltry incomes. 
If compensated suitably, in the long run, it will reduce the financial 
burden on the National Health Service, housing and other welfare 
services. 

	 Gurkhas should qualify for state pension if they have served 
for more than 10 years, and this should be paid when they reach the 
qualifying age. Those who were made redundant with less than 10 
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years' service should also be considered for state pension, as they 
would have paid National Insurance when based in the UK, despite 
not having received the same pay as their British counterparts. 
Further consideration needs to be given in relation to National 
Insurance contributions and generated benefits. Thus, the British 
Government should provide medical cover in Nepal in the same 
manner as the National Health Service provides in the UK.

Goodwill payments 
On the grounds of historical injustice, goodwill payments should 
be made to the children of Gurkha soldiers made redundant, or 
who died on pension. Also, all children above the age of 30 should 
be given a UK settlement visa instead of on a case-by-case basis. 
Finally, veterans on Pension Credit should be allowed to go to Nepal 
for 90 days (old policy) with loss of benefits, as it is not possible to 
reach their villages in the hills and back to the UK under the current 
28-day policy.

	 In summary, in the changed context, all ex-Gurkha 
organisations now believe in political and diplomatic means to solve 
the remaining issues. Hence, both British and Nepal governments 
should seriously consider the issues put forward for bilateral talks, 
as old, frail veterans are rapidly dying off. 

Contributor: 

Dr Chandra K. Laksamba was a British Gurkha pension expert. He was a 
member of the Gurkha Technical Team at the time of the publication.

Note
The article was published in the Kathmandu Post on 19 December 
2018.

**
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pTsif{df uf]vf{ cfGbf]ng

8f= s[i0f k|= clwsf/L  
8f= rGb| s'df/ nS;Daf

Ps} ld;gdf n8]sf ;dfg bhf{sf l;kfxLnfO{ e]befj ug{' eg]sf] a]nfotsf] 
k|hftflGqs cEof;df ;ª\s6 cfpg' xf] .
sf7df8f}F — a]nfotL ;]gfaf6 ;]jflgj[Q uf]vf{x¿ tLg bzsb]lv ;dfg 
clwsf/sf nflu cfGbf]lnt 5g\\ . cfGbf]ngaf6 s]xL pknlAw xfl;n eP 
klg ;dfg k]G;g, Ifltk"lt{ nufotsf y'k} d'2f cem} yfFtL 5g\ .
clxn] cfGbf]ng gofF pTsif{df k'u]sf] 5 / ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu klxnf]k6s 
g]kfn / a]nfot ;/sf/ tyf e"tk"j{ uf]vf{ jftf{df h'6]sf 5g\ . of] n]v uf]vf{ 
cfGbf]ng, k|fKt pknlAw / kl5Nnf k|of;sf] ;]/f]km]/f]df 5 .
	 g]kfnL gful/sn] a]nfotL ;]gfdf ;g\ !*!% d} ;]jf ug{ yfn]sf 
x'g\ . t/ lnlka4¿kdf pgLx¿sf] tnaeQf, k]G;g / cGo ;'ljwfsf] Joj:yf 
eg] ;g\ !($& df a]nfot, ef/t / g]kfnlar ePsf] lqkIfLo ;lGwn] u/]sf] 
lyof] . ToxL ;lGwcg';f/ uf]vf{nfO{ a]nfotL / ef/tLo ;]gfdf afFl8P klg 
a]nfot ;/sf/n] la|l6z uf]vf{x¿nfO{ ef/tLo ;]gfsf] tnadfgcg';f/, s]xL 
dxËL eQf yk]/ ;]jf;'ljwf lbg] ljjfbf:kb k|fjwfgnfO{ lg/Gt/tf lbFb} Nofof] . 
kl/0ffd:j¿k Pp6} ;]gfleqsf b'O{ OsfOdf lbOg] ;]jf;'ljwfdf olt 7'nf] 
vf8n aGof] ls ;g\ !(*( ;Dd cfOk'Ubf a]nfotLsf] eGbf uf]vf{sf] k]G;g 
(%* k|ltzt sdL x'g uof] .

$@
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	 ;g\ !(() kl5 e"tk"j{ uf]vf{x¿n] u];f] / g];fh:tf ;+:yf vf]n]/ 
a]nfotn] u/]sf] lje]blj?4 cfGbf]ng ;'? u/] . ;g\ !((& df a]nfotn] 
xªsª rLgnfO{ a'emfPsf sf/0f uf]vf{ kmf}h a]nfot ;f¥of] . uf]vf{x¿sf] 
;d:ofaf/] u];f]n] p7fPsf] d'2fnfO{ ;g\ !((* -lj=;+= @)%%_ df g]kfn 
;/sf/n] /fli6«o d'2fsf] dfGotf lbFb} ;+;bLo 5fglag ;ldlt u7g u¥of]] / 
k|ltj]bg a]nfot ;/sf/nfO{ k7fOof] . ToxL jif{ a]nfot ;/sf/n] uf]vf{x¿sf] 
tna, k]G;g / cGo ;'ljwfsf] ljifodf zf]wvf]h u/L k|ltj]bg tof/ u¥of] . 
kmntM ;g\ !((( df k]G;g a9\of] . of] k]G;gnfO{ x/]s jif{ g]kfn /fi6« a}+sn] 
tf]s]sf] d''fl:kmlt;Fu ;dfof]hg ul/Fb} cfPsf] 5 . a]nfotL kIfn] uf]vf{x¿nfO{ 
lbg] k]G;g 7fpF kl/j]zcg';f/ plrt /x]sf] eGb} cfˆgf] c;dfg gLltsf] arfp 
ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . t/ e"tk"j{ uf]vf{x¿sf] lrQ a'em]sf] 5}g .
	 u];f]n] ;g\ @))@ df a]nfotsf] pRr cbfntdf bf];|f] ljZjo'4sf 
uf]vf{ o'4aGbLnfO{ hfkfgn] lt/]sf] Ifltk"lt{ a]nfot ;/sf/n] ge/]sf] egL 
nufPsf] d'2f lhTof] . ToxL jif{ u];f]n] pRr cbfntdf ;dfg k]G;gsf] d'2f 
nufof] . ;g\ @))# df uf]vf{nfO{ lbOPsf] k]G;g g]kfnsf nflu plrt 5 eGg] 
km};nf cfof] . ToxL jif{b]lv uf]vf{ cfGbf]ng c;dfgtf / cGofo lj?4dfq 
;Lldt g/x]/ cfjf;Lo clwsf/lt/ klg df]l8of] . a]nfotdf /x]sf uf]vf{x¿sf] 
Ps ;d"xn] aLhL8An'P; :yfkgf u/L pQm d'2fnfO{ cufl8 a9fP . ! ;]K6]Da/ 
@))$ df cWofudg sfof{no lne/k'ndf Ps ;Demf}tf eof] . kl/0ffd:j¿k 
h'nfO{ !((& kl5 k]G;g ePsf uf]vf{n] a]nfotdf a:g kfpg] eP, t/ af; 
lbPkl5 ufF; lbg'kg]{ ;jfn p7\of] .
	 a]nfot ;/sf/n] ljz]if1sf] 6f]nLn] cWoogkl5 u/]sf] 
l;kmfl/;cg';f/ ! cS6f]a/ !((# kl5 etL{ ePsf uf]vf{x¿sf] ! clk|n 
@))& af6 tna, k]G;g / cGo ;'ljwf a]nfotL gful/s ;dfg agfof] . !((# 
cl3sf etL{ / ! h'nfO{ !((& cl3 ;]jflgj[QnfO{ eg] ;Daf]wg ul/Pg . 
cS6f]a/ !((# cl3 etL{ eO{ ! h'nfO{ !((& kl5 ;]jflgj[QnfO{ h'nfO{ !((& 
kl5sf] gf]s/Lsf] dfq a]nfotL a/fa/ k]G;g lbg] gLlt aGof] . To; cl3sf] 
gf]s/LnfO{ k};f ga9\g] u/L ldnfg ul/of] . g];gn OG:o'/]G; / :6]6 k]G;g klg 
! h'nfO{ !((& kl5sf] dfq lbg] eof] . of] lg0f{olj?4 aLhL8An'P;n] pRr 
cbfntdf d'2f nufof], t/ km};nf kIfdf cfPg .
	 h'nfO{ !((& cufl8 k]G;g ePsf ;a}n] a]nfotL cfjf;Lo le;f 
kfpg'k5{ eg]/ ;g\ @))* df u];f]n] a]nfotsf] pRr cbfntdf d'2f btf{ 
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u¥of] . d'2fsf] ;dy{gdf a]nfotL cleg]qL hf]jgf n'Dn]n] rnfPsf] ;zQm 
cleofgdf 7'nf] hg;dy{g h'6\of] . #) ;]K6]Da/ @))* df pRr cbfntn] $ 
jif{eGbf a9L gf]s/L u/]sf uf]vf{, pgLx¿sf kl/jf/ / !* jif{eGbf sd pd]/sf 
cfl>t 5f]/f5f]/L ;a}n] a]nfotsf] cfjf;Lo le;f kfpg] km};nf u¥of]  . 
tbg'¿k a]nfotL ;bgdf @( clk|n @))( df ax; eO{ uf]vf{x¿sf] kIfdf 
dtbfg eof] . sfg'gL tj/n] uf]vf{x¿nfO{ a]nfotL e"lddf af; t ldNof], t/ 
ufF; cyf{t\ ;dfgsf] k]G;gsf] s'/f afFsL /Xof] . a]nfotdf cfjf;Lo ;'ljwf 
lnPsfx¿dWo] ^^ jif{ k'u]sfnfO{ a]nfotdf /xFbf ;dfg k]G;gsf] ;§f lgj[Q 
;xfotf sf]if -k]G;g qm]l86_ lbP/ /ge'Nndf kfl/of] . c¿sf] klg k]G;g eg] 
g]kfndf hlt lyof], Tolt g} /Xof] .
	 aLhL8An'P;n] o'/f]lkog dfgj clwsf/ cbfntdf d'2f nufof] . 
;g\ @)!# df s]xL ;+:yf ldn]/ a]nfotL k|wfgdGqLsf] lgjf; cufl8 l/n] 
/ cfd/0f cgzg eof] . a]nfot ;/sf/n] HofsL 8f]on k|fO;sf] g]t[Tjdf 
;j{bnLo uf]vf{ 5fglag ;ldlt -PkLkLhL_ u7g u/L d'2f ;Daf]wg ug]{ eg]kl5 
cgzg :yug eof] . cfd/0f cgzgnfO{ ;a} uf]vf{ ;+:yfn] ;dy{g u/]sf 
lyP . PkLkLhLsf] l/kf]6{ / ;bgsf] ax;af6 k]G;g nufotsf d"n dfudf vf;} 
pknlAw ePg . ;g\ @)!^ df o'/f]lkPg cbfntn] a]nfot ;/sf/n] u/]sf] 
lje]b hfoh 5 eg]/ u/]sf] xf:of:kb km};nfkl5 uf]vf{x¿ ;zQm cfGbf]ng 
cl3 a9fpg h'd{'/fpg yfn] . To;kl5 a]nfot / g]kfnn] s"6gLlts jftf{af6 
uf]vf{sf] dfunfO{ 6'Ëf] nufpg] Ps :t/sf] dgl:ylt agfPsf] b]lvG5 . bf];|f] 
rf]6L cgzg a:g] sfo{qmdnfO{ g]kfn b"tfjf; nG8gsf] ljz]if kxndf 
/f]lsof] . To;kl5 g]kfn b"tfjf;, a]nfotL /Iff dGqfno / uf]vf{x¿sf] 
lardf s'/f ug]{ jftfj/0fsf] l;h{gf eof] . To;kl5 #^ j6f dfu /fhb"t 
8f= b'uf{axfb'/ ;'j]bLsf] /f]xa/df @( dfr{ @)!& sf lbg uf]vf{x¿n] a]nfot 
;/sf/nfO{ a'emfP .
	 dfux¿dfly 5nkmn u/L k|ltj]bg tof/ ug{ @( dfr{ @)!& 
df g]kfn ;/sf/, a]nfot ;/sf/ / uf]vf{x¿sf] k|ltlglw;fy} uf]vf{ k]G;g 
lj1;lxtsf] k|fljlws 6f]nL u7g eof] . 6f]nLn] tof/ kf/]sf] k|ltj]bg @@ 
dfr{ @)!* sf] lbg a]nfot ;/sf/ / g]kfn ;/sf/nfO{ a'emfO;s]sf] 5 . 
To; k|ltj]bgdf ;dfg k]G;g, Ifltk"lt{ / cWofudg dfux¿nfO{ k|fyldstfsf 
;fy ;d]l6Psf] 5 . ;dfg k]G;g gkfPsf e"tk"j{ uf]vf{sf] ;+Vof !% xhf/ 
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( ;o %) / ljwjfsf] ;+Vof nueu ^ xhf/ 5 . l;kmfl/;cg';f/ ;dfg 
k]G;g lbOP uf]vf{x¿sf nueu w]/} dfu k"/f x'g\]5g\ . pgLx¿n] bhf{ / gf]s/L 
cjlwcg';f/sf] ;dfg k]G;g kfpg]5g\ . kl08tx¿n] klg n]K6]g bhf{sf] 
k]G;g kfpg]5g\ . To:t} uf]vf{x¿n] :6]6;, lna/n, ckfËtf -l8;]laln6L_, 
lk|hE8 k]G;g cflb kfpg]5g\ . ;fy} ;g\ !((& cl3sf] e]befjk"0f{ gLlt klg 
vf/]h x'g]5 . ;a} k]G;g g]kfn, a]nfot of ;+;f/sf] h'g} efudf /x]/ klg lng 
ldN5 . csf]{ dxŒjk"0f{ s'/f ;dfg k]G;gn] Ifltk"lt{sf nflu n8\g 9f]sf klg 
vf]lnlbg]5 .
	 uf]vf{x¿nfO{ cGofo eP klg Ifltk"lt{ ltbf{ 7'nf] wg/fzL rflxg] 
ePsfn] a]nfotn] ltg{ ;Sb}g eg]/ Gofod"lt{ ;'lnefgn] @))# df pRr 
cbfntsf] km};nfdf n]v]sf 5g\ . oBlk of] uf]vf{sf] 6fpsf] b'vfOsf] ljifo 
xf]Og . a]nfotn] h;/L eP klg Ifltk"lt{ eg}{k5{, rfx] Tof] xfn eGb} u/]sf] 
…u'8ljnÚ k]d]G6 xf];\ of …sDkG;];gÚsf] ¿kdf . a]nfot / g]kfnn] hlt;Sbf] 
l56f] jftf{sf] 6]andf a;]/ pko'Qm lgsf;sf] vf]hL ug{'k5{ . l56f] ug{'kg]{ d'Vo 
sf/0f s] 5 eg] e]befjdf k/]sf &) k|ltzt uf]vf{ ^&–&* jif{sf] xf/fxf/Ldf 
5g\ . !!% hgf e"tk"j{ uf]vf{n] $ jif{eGbf sd gf]s/L ePsf sf/0f a]nfotL 
cfjf;Lo le;f kfpg afFsL /x]sfdf clxn] kfpg] cfzf knfPsf] 5 . jo:s 
5f]/f5f]/Lsf ;Gbe{df jftf{af6 lgsf; lgsfNg'k5{ .
	 ;f/f+zdf eGg] xf] eg] uf]vf{x¿nfO{ a]nfotsf] cfjf;Lo le;f lbPkl5 
a]nfot ;/sf/n] cfˆgf] gLltsf] arfpdf k|of]u ub}{cfPsf] plrt k]G;g 
eGg] ts{sf] cf}lrTo ;lsPsf] 5 . ca Ps} ld;gdf n8]sf ;dfg bhf{sf 
l;kfxLnfO{ e]befj ug{' eg]sf] k|hftGqsf] hggL a]nfotsf] k|hftflGqs 
cEof;df ;ª\s6 cfpg' xf] . cfzf 5, jftf{af6 of] ;Í6 6g]{5, uf]vf{x¿n] 
;dfg clwsf/sf nflu km]l/ n8\g'kg]{ 5}g .
gf]6

of] n]v @)&% c;f/ * ut]sf] sflGtk'/df k|sflzt ePsf] xf] .  
https://ekantipur.com/bibidha/2018/06/22/152963439877957872.html

ii
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Abstract

With its unprecedented spread globally, English has been diversified, 
nativised, and hybridised in different countries.  In  Nepal, English 
is  code-mixed  or  hybridised  as  a result  of  its  contact with the 
local languages, the bilinguals' creativity, and the nativisation  by  
Nepalese  English  speakers.  This  qualitative  content  analysis  paper 
attempts to describe hybridity in Nepalese English by bringing the 
linguistic examples from  two  anthologies  of stories,  two  novels,  
five  essays  and  two  articles  written in English  by  Nepalese  
writers,  one  news  story  published  in  the  English  newspaper, 
advertisements/banners,  and  diary  entries,  which  were  sampled  
purposively.  The present study showed that hybridity is found in 
affixation, reduplication, compounding, blending, neologisms, and 
calques. Pedagogically, speakers of Nepalese  English  can  utilise  
linguistic  hybridisation  as  a  powerful  tool  to  nativise English  
in  the  local  contexts,  exhibit  hybrid  identities and  linguistic  
co-existence, exercise  their  bilingual  linguistic  creativity,  reduce  
their  linguistic  anxiety,  and maximize the linguistic economy.

KEYWORDS: Nepalese English, language contact, hybridity, 
bilinguals' creativity, nativisation

Introduction
Nepal is a plurilingual country, a homeland to a total number of 123 
languages spoken as mother tongues (Central Bureau of Statistics 

43
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[CBS], 2014), which has reached in 129 after the addition of six 
languages (Awasthi, 2020), and where 0.01 per cent people of 
the total population speak English as a mother tongue and 0.30% 
speak it as the second language (CBS, 2014). This census record 
dramatically varies from Crystal's (2003) estimate of 27.6 per cent 
people in Nepal, who speak English as a second language. Current 
estimates indicate that 30 per cent people speak English as a second 
language which counts to 8.7 million (Bolton & Bacon-Shone, 2020).  
Anecdotally,  some linguists  have  estimated  that  around  40-50%  
of  urban  Nepalese  are  functionally literate in English (p.  56). In  
terms  of  popularity,  education,  and  use, English,  after  Nepali, is  
the  second most  widespread  language in Nepal,  which  is  spoken  
by  both  literate  and  non-literate  people  at  all  socio-economic  
levels  (Eagle,  1999).  Because of the widespread use of English, 
it has become everybody's language or one of the local languages 
in Nepal (Giri, 2020b). It has become the chief lingua franca in the 
Nepalese society, overtaking Nepali, in crucial sectors like tourism, 
trade and business, education, science and technology, and most 
other economic sectors (Giri, 2020a). The contributing factors for 
the spread of English in Nepal from past to present include; the entry 
and the settlement of European missionaries in Nepal, colonisation 
of India by British Empire and its direct and indirect influence in 
Nepal, the recruitment of the Nepalese in the British Army and their 
retirement, the  establishment  of  the  Darbar  School  and  Tri-
Chandra  College  (their  names  themselves  are  hybrid)  which  
adopted English as the language of education, British Council, 
American Embassy, Nepal English Language Teachers' Association 
(NELTA), business, research, tourism, technology, education 
(particularly private schools), mass media, and global cyber culture. 
Phyak (2012) mentioned that globalisation and neoliberalism are the 
two key forces for accelerating the use of English in Nepal. With its 
rapid and systematic spread in Nepal, English is used not only as a 
medium of instruction in schools and universities but also as a subject 
to be taught and learnt.  The  provisions  made  by  the  Ministry  
of  Education  in  its  2005 National  Curriculum Framework  for  
School  Education to  use  Nepali,  English,  or  both  as  the  medium  
for  school-level  education  and  2009 School Sector Reform Plan 
to teach English as a subject from grade one onwards provided the 
grounds for increasing the use of English in  Nepal  (Phyak,  2016).  
This policy was uncritically adopted without evaluating its darkside.  
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Interestingly, the Ministry of Education “focuses on the English-as-
the-medium-of-instruction policy to compete with private schools" (p. 
211).  With its increased use in speech and writing inside and outside 
the formal classrooms by the bilingual speakers, English has become 
more plural and hybrid.  Because  of  its  contact  with  the  local 
languages, English has  become  a  hybrid language  today (Karn, 
2006) as the globalisation and the global spread of English proceed 
on. The hybridity which is a cross-category process (Pieterse, 1995) 
or double voiced discourse (Bakhtin, 1981) is produced by the tension 
between global discourses and local practices (Lee, 2006).  The  
influence  of  the global English  to  the  local languages,  and  vice  
versa  gives  rise  to  new  hybrid language varieties(Graddol, 2000). 

	 Despite its emergence as a postcolonial theoretical concept, 
hybridity is a colonial concept that “served certain interests, which 
were central to the colonial enterprise" (Prabhu, 2007, p. xii). With 
the British and American colonisation over other countries and  
migration  of  English  native  speakers  over  other  countries,  the 
English  language  and  culture came into contact  with  the local 
languages and cultures, which produced hybridity in languages 
and cultures. Hybridity, in this sense, implies “the creation of new 
transcultural forms within the contact zone produced by colonisation" 
(Ashcroft et al., 2007, p. 108). Such contact zones are “circumscribed 
in time and space, but with elastic boundaries" (Bizzell, 1994, p. 
166). In response to Rutherford's question, Homi Bhabha described  
that  hybridity is  not  to  trace  two original  moments  from  which  
the  third  emerges; rather  hybridity itself is the “Third Space" 
which enables other positions to emerge (Rutherford, 1994). The 
notion of this third space created by the cultural exchange is what 
Kramsch (1993, p. 9) called “third culture in its own way." It means, 
the process of hybridity, whether linguistic or cultural, produces 
“something different, something new and unrecognizable, a new 
area of negotiation of meaning and representation" (p. 211). The 
new and different hybrid forms of Nepalese English, which exhibit 
the hybrid bicultural identity and bilinguals' creativity and provide 
local epistemologies, are the less focused area of research in Nepal. 
In this  paper,  our  focus  is  particularly  on  the  analysis  of  the 
lexical items and  expressions  of  Nepalese  English from  the lens  
of hybridity. In the following section, we review both the theoretical 
and empirical literatures that provide basic grounds to this study. 



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

287

Literature review 
The present paper hinges on three different but related theoretical 
ideas that inform this study: the notions of languages in contact 
popularised by Weinreich (1968), the bilinguals' creativity (B. 
Kachru, 1985) and the nativisation first introduced by B. Kachru 
(1982, 1986) and further explained in Schneider's (2003, 2007) 
Dynamic Model. When two or more languages come into contact, 
they mutually influence each other and borrow lexical words 
(Weinreich, 1968). The result of language contact is what he 
referred to as “interference phenomena," which involves “those 
instances of deviation from the norms of either language which 
occur in the speech of bilinguals as a result of their familiarity with 
more than one language" (p. 1). Hybridity in English is caused by 
its contact with multiple languages and bilinguals' creativity. In the 
contact situations, the hybridity and deviations may be manifested 
in different levels of languages. Both Moag's (1992) Life Cycle of 
Non-native Englishes (cited in Kirkpatrick, 2007) and Schneider's 
(2003, 2007) Dynamic Model suggest that the emergence of new, 
hybrid varieties of English is deeply grounded in language contact 
situations.  As  long as  the languages  and cultures  are  in  contact,  
they  become more diversified  and  hybridised.  Schneider  (2016)  
explained  that  the  intense  presence  and  utility  of  English  in  
the  contact  zones produce new types of hybrid linguistic usage, 
which Canagarajah (2013) referred to “code meshing." B. Kachru 
(2011) further elaborated  that  the  concept  of  hybridity  in  contact  
situations  can  be  better  understood  by  studying  contact  linguistics  
and contact literature. 

	 Hybridity is not only the outcome of language contact 
but also the bilinguals' creativity, which refers to “those linguistic 
processes which are the result of competence in two or more 
languages" (B. Kachru, 1985, p. 20) and reflects “the blend of two 
or more linguistic textures and literary traditions that provides the 
English language with extended contexts of situation within which 
they are interpreted and understood" (B. Kachru, 1987, p. 127).  In 
South Asian context, bilinguals' creativity refers to “creative uses of 
English in South Asia by those who are bilingual or multilingual, 
and who use English as one of the languages in their linguistic 
repertoire" (B. Kachru, 2011, p. 57). As the bilinguals have the 
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competence in two or more languages, they can create “new 
meanings and innovations appropriate to the new cultural contexts" 
(Bolton, 2010, p. 458). The hybrid expressions are innovations 
that may convey the new meanings. B. Kachru (1985) described 
three essential approaches to the study of the bilingual's creativity: 
linguistic, literary, and pedagogical. In this article, we only discuss 
linguistic creativity which underpins linguistic hybridity. 

	 Linguistic creativity refers to “a marked breaking or 
bending of rules and norms of language, including a deliberate play 
with its forms and its potential for meaning" (Carter, 2004, p. 9), 
“the breaking, re-forming, and transforming of established patterns" 
(Maynard, 2007, p. 3), “localised linguistic innovations" (B. Kachru, 
2011, p. 123), “inventiveness in form," “innovations of meaning and 
of word creation in the Lexicon," “deviation and foregrounding," 
and “the departure from what is expected in language" (Wales, 2011, 
p. 95). Functionally, Rivlina (2020) claimed that linguistic creativity 
implies the “focus on the message for its own sake," (Jakobson, 1960, 
p. 365) which is the crux of Jakobson's poetic function, also known 
as “creative, imaginative, or aesthetic function" (Rivlina, 2020, p. 
410).  These ideas imply that linguistic creativity is the language 
user's ability to invent or  innovate  new  words  and  expressions  that  
may  have  new  meanings  and  to  deconstruct  the  previous  rules,  
norms,  and patterns. Different  scholars  see bilingual linguistic  
creativity  either  in  a  broad  or  a  narrow  way  (Rivlina,  2020). In  
the broad sense, bilingual linguistic creativity is often applied to “all 
types of linguistic innovations and deviations induced by language 
contact,  including  various  new  and  unconventional  linguistic  
forms,  sometimes  the  very  practice  of  code-switching,  code-
mixing, and borrowing" (p. 410) and in the narrow sense, it implies 
“dominated or determined by creative (poetic, aesthetic) function, 
focusing on the innovatively mixed linguistic form itself" (p. 410). 
In the case of linguistic creativity, B. Kachru (1985) focused on 
language mixing, contrastive discourse, interactional approaches, 
and contrastive linguistics. 

	 In the multilingual contexts, English has the Janus-like two 
faces: nativisation, the effect of English in a localised context, and 
Englishisation, the effect on local languages in the same context (B. 
Kachru, 1996, 2011; Bolton, 2006). In the context of the Outer  and  
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Expanding  Circles,  contact  between  English  and  local  languages  
has  resulted  in  nativisation  of  English  and Englishisation  of  
indigenous  languages  (Y.  Kachru, 2020).  Besides  these  two  
Circles,  even  in  the  Inner  Circle,  English  has undergone  the  
process  of  nativisation  and  resulted  in  localised  forms  of  
English  (Matsuda,  2020).  One of the strategies to nativise English 
is lexical borrowing. The borrowed forms are often combined 
with local ones to produce hybrid forms. Linguistic hybridisation 
is a common nativisation strategy advocated by B. Kachru (1986). 
The users of English deliberately nativise English according to the 
local contexts, which results in some kind of hybridity in English. 
Schneider (2003, 2007) elaborated the notion of nativisation in 
his Dynamic Model as the most important, the most vibrant, the 
central phase of both cultural and linguistic transformation  which  
is  marked  by  heavy  lexical  borrowing  for  further  cultural  
terms,  phonological,  phraseological  and grammatical innovations,  
and  is  typified by  new word-formation  products,  like derivations  
or compounds (hybrid),  localised collocations  and  set  phrases,  
varying  prepositional  usage,  innovative  assignments  of  verb  
complementation  patterns  to individual verbs, and alternative 
morphosyntactic behaviour of certain, semantically defined word 
groups. 

	 The history  of  English  studies  tended  to emphasize  the  
purity  and  homogeneity  of English  (Schneider,  2016) rather  
than  its heterogeneity and hybridity in contact situations. Currently 
hybridity which can only exist in opposition to purity (Stockhammer, 
2012) has become an increasingly fashionable term, most notably 
in the field of postcolonial literary studies (Ackermann, 2012). 
Postcolonial scholars, most prominently Edward W.  Said, Gayatri 
Chakravorty Spivak, and Homi K. Bhabha attempted to problematize 
the representation of “the other" in literature as well as academia 
and thus developed a renewed interest in the hybrid (p. 11). In his 
novel Kanthapura, Rao (1938) expressed the idea of hybridity as 
“We cannot write like the English. We should not. We cannot write 
only as the Indians. We have grown to look at the large world as part 
of us" (p. vii). This perspective relates  to  hybridity  in  terms  of  
convergence  of  visions  when  English  is  used  in  the  pluralistic  
contexts  and  a  linguistic consequence of this convergence results 
in formally distinct Indian variety of English (B. Kachru, 2011). 
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In his first Journal article “The Indianness in the Indian English" 
(1965), B. Kachru defined hybrid (or mixed) formations as “those 
Indianisms which comprise two or more elements, and in which at 
least one element is from an Indian language and one from English" 
(p. 407). He described open set hybrid formations such as hybrid 
collocations, hybrid lexical sets, hybrid ordered series of words 
and hybrid reduplications, and closed set hybrid formations like 
suffixation. Tom McArthur was one of few scholars to name and 
describe the hybrid forms of English. In  1987,  he  represented  
different  mixed  or  hybrid  varieties  of Englishes in  his  Circle  of 
World Standard English (McArthur, 1987). He originally labelled 
such hybrid terms as “Anglo-hybrids" and described worldwide 
Anglo-hybridisation as “a subject that scholars have yet to address 
in any detail" and professed that “the scale of  such hybridisation 
worldwide is staggering, and is likely to be a key geolinguistic issue 
in the early 21st century" (McArthur, 1995, p. 2).  His  claim  sounds  
true  in  that  hybrid language, literature,  and  culture  are  one  of  
the  dominant  areas  of  study  worldwide today. 

	 Lambert  (2018)  studied  the  nomenclature  of  hybrid  
Englishes  and  found  Amerenglish  to  have  coined  in  1923,  
followed  by Spanglish in 1933, Chinglish in 1936, Germenglish 
in 1936, Frenglish in 1937, and Swenglish in 1938. Other 5 new 
hybrid terms were  added  in  the  1940s  and  1950s;  15  terms 
in  the  1960s;  41  terms  in  the  1970s;  48  terms  in  the  1980s;  
125  terms  in  the 1990s; 152 terms in the 2000s; and 88 terms from 
2001 to 2016 (Lambert, 2018). He mentioned that the two-word 
compound term preceded the creation of the hybrid term, usually by 
many decades, for example, the term Chinese English dates back to 
1840,  while  Chinglish  only  to  1936,  Australian  English  dates  
from  1851,  but  Auslish  only from  1991,  Hungarian  English  
from 1897, but Hunglish from 1978, Global English from 1962, but 
Globish from 1995. This is true in the case of the Nepali variety 
of English. The term Nepali English was used by Ramesh Shrestha 
in his article “Diglossomania in Nepali English" published in 
1978 (Shrestha, 1983). Similarly,  Tom  McArthur  used  the  term  
Nepalese  English  in  1987  as  a  South  Asian  Standard(izing)  
English (McArthur, 1987). Although Vishnu Singh Rai championed 
the term “Nenglish" in 2006 through his paper presentation in the 
International Conference of Nepal English Language Teachers' 
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Association (NELTA) and article (Rai, 2006), Nenglish, Nepanglish, 
and Neplish were first recorded in 1999, 2000, and 2002, respectively 
(Lambert, 2018). 

	 The  hybridised  Englishes  are  blended  in  a  number  of  
different  levels  based  on  whether  there  is  an  overlap  of  letters  
or phonemes, and whether either or both of the words are truncated 
(Lambert, 2018). The word “Nenglish," which blends Ne(pali) and 
(E)nglish, involves overlapping of “e," but truncation of only one of 
the terms. In the words like “Neplish," the blend between Nep(ali) 
and (Eng)lish, and “Nepanglish," the blend between Nepa(li) and 
(E)nglish, there is no overlap, but both etymons are truncated. The 
word “Nepenglish" blends Nep(ali) and English, in which there 
is no overlap, but only one etymon is truncated. In the colloquial 
term, this variety is also called “Nepangrezi," the blend between 
Nepa(li) and Angrezi (the Nepali term to refer to English), which 
share the letter “a" but truncation of only one of the terms. The word 
“Ninglish" blends N(epali) and (E)nglish, in which both etymons do 
not have the vowel letter “i" in the spelling, as in Binglish (Bengali 
English) and Dinglish (Dutch English). Lambert (2018) claimed that 
such peculiar forms result from a respelling of English to “Inglish" 
because spelling them with the original “e" of English does not 
give the correct pronunciation. The etymologies of all these terms 
are based on the country's name or the languages, for instance, 
Nenglish can be the blend between Nepal/Nepali and English and so 
is the case for other terms. In this sense, etymologically, Nenglish, 
Nepanglish, Nepenglish, Neplish, and Ninglish are not the slang 
words  as  Hinglish  and  do  not  suggest  the  influence  of  only  
the  Nepali  language  on  English  because  these  terms  can  be 
interpreted in both ways: the blend between the country (Nepal) 
and the language (English), and between languages (Nepali and 
English). They simply denote the variety of English spoken in Nepal, 
that is, Nepal's English, whatever the mother tongue of the speakers 
is.  Shrestha  (1978,  cited  in  Shrestha  1983)  analysed  some  
samples  of  Nepali  English  and  showed  that  the Nepalese writer 
of English tends to use a marked style, that is, use of a great deal of 
adjectives, longer sentences, uncommon words with the effect of 
learnedness and bombast, synonyms, and euphemisms. Brett (1999) 
first compiled a miniature glossary of  Nepalese  English  lexical  
words  and  described  how  they  are  different  from  the  Standard  
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English.  Similarly,  Rai  (2006)described some spoken and written 
forms of some Nepalese English lexical items and concluded that 
Nepali words are making entries  in  English  and  English  suffixes  
are  being  attached  to  Nepalese  words  and  vice versa.  In  his  
study  on  the nativisation strategies  adopted  by  creative writers in 
English  literature in  Nepal,  Karn  (2012)  found  that  they  produced  
hybrid  words  to exhibit cultural identities. Although these studies 
have focused on lexical items of Nepalese English, they have not 
been studied specifically from the lens of hybridity. However, their 
studies present some examples of hybridity in Nepalese English. In 
the following section, we describe what methodology we adopted to 
study the hybridity in Nepalese English. 

Methodology
In  order  to  study the  hybrid  lexical  items  and  expressions  of  
Nepalese  English,  we  purposively  selected  two  anthologies  of 
stories,  namely, Martyr  and  Other  Stories written  by  Vishnu  
Singh  Rai  (2016a)  and Arresting  God  in  Kathmandu by  Samrat 
Upadhyay (2018); two novels, namely, The Other Queen by Sheeba 
Shah (2018) and Palpasa Café (translated into English) by Narayan 
Wagle (2016); a travel essay A Day in the Kalaksetra Guwahaty, 
Assam (2016) and a memoir-like essay Reminiscing my  Childhood  
Days  (Ignorance  of  Bliss) (2012)  by  Govinda  Raj  Bhattarai;  
one  essay Is  Nepal  Small? (2017)  by  Laxmi Prasad Devkota; 
another essay A Letter from Gautam Buddha to Ashoka (2017) by 
Krishnachandra Singh Pradhan; a travel essay Three Months in Austria 
(2016b) by Vishnu Singh Rai; an autobiography Atmabrittanta: 
Late Life Recollections (2017) by B.P. Koirala; an  article I  am  the  
Nepali (2017)  by  CK  Lal;  one  article  and  one  news  report  from  
the  English  newspapers;  some advertisements/banners;  and  diary  
entries.  We  read  the  sample  texts,  picked  up  hybridised  forms,  
and  analysed  them qualitatively.  In what follows, we discuss the 
key results on hybridity.

Results and discussion
The  analysis  and  interpretation  of  lexical  items  and  expressions  
collected  from  the  sources  mentioned  above  provides  the 
evidence  to  support  the  claim  that English  used in  Nepal is  a  
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hybrid  language,  which  is  discussed  in  the  areas  of  affixation, 
reduplication, blending, compounding, neologisms, and calques in 
the following sections. 

Hybrid affixation

Nepalese English lexical words are formed by adding Nepali affixes 
to English words and vice versa, which produce hybridised words. 
The Nepali suffix –jiis attached to the names and professions to 
show respect and closeness, for example, Michaelji, sirji,  poetji  
(Rai,  2016a),  and  postman-ji  (Upadhaya,  2018); -wala is  attached  
to  the  nouns  to  denote  the  possessor,  or  the owner, for example, 
taxiwala, vanwala, and icecreamwala; and most interestingly, the 
Nepali plural suffix -haru is attached to the already plural English 
nouns, for example, childrenharu and furnitureharu, which is also 
reflected in Nepalese English words such  as  jewelries  (Bhattarai,  
2016;  Rai,  2016a),  evidences,  offsprings  (Shah,  2018),  and  
luggages  (Rai,  2016b).  Such double pluralisation is common in 
Nepalese English.

	 The English affixes which are attached to Nepali words 
to produce hybrid lexical words involve  “–s/es" in the words 
like dokos “wicker baskets" (Rai, 2016a; Wagle, 2016), darbars 
“Palaces," andolens “movements" (Rai, 2016a), rajas “kings," 
pujas “prayers," sipahis “soldiers," and  kalashes “pitchers" (Shah, 
2018); the English apostrophic ('s) in the words such as guruji's will 
“the driver's will" (Rai, 2016a), and kaakaa's house “uncle's house" 
(Upadhyay, 2018); “-ic" in Brahmanic (Bhattarai, 2012); “-ed" in 
namasted “the Nepali greetings by joining two palms" (Rai, 2016a); 
“-ist" in Buddhist (Upadhyaya, 2018); “-an" in Teraian “inhabitant 
of the plain or lowland" (Rai, 2016b), “anti-" in anti-chhaupadi 
“against a menstrual taboo" (Budha, 2020), and “non-" in non-
Nepali “one other than Nepali" (Devkota, 2017) and non-Gorkhali 
“other than the inhabitants of Gorkha or the brave Nepalese people" 
(Lal, 2017). Some words formed through hybrid affixation include 
andazification/ adkalisation “guessing," Nepalisation “influence of 
the Nepali languageon other languages," Nepalised “made something 
Nepali-like," Nepalese “people having Nepali citizenship, " and 
Nepaliness “having the characteristics of Nepali."



294 From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

Hybrid reduplication 

Hybrid reduplication is “a strategy used in cross-cultural texts, in 
order to provide an explanation to the non-English words, either in 
the form of word, clause, or a sentence to reflect the cultural baggage 
that the context has" (Jadoon, 2017, p. 12). Nepalese  writers  
make  unique  way  of  reduplication  by  mixing  words  from two 
languages which have “an 'identical' lexical  meaning..." (B. Kachru, 
1975, p. 65). Some hybrid reduplicated words in Nepalese English 
include bhola (innocent); buhari 'daughter-in law;' the guruji,  the  
bus  driver; Jana Yuddha 'People's War;' khainee 'chewing tobacco;' 
Shaheed (Marytr) (Rai, 2016a); mama 'mother's brother;' and sanima 
“step mother" (Rai, 2016b); stupid ooloo (Wagle, 2016); Jaa, go; 
Bhann. Tell me. Speak; and Bussa, sit (Shah, 2018). In these hybrid 
expressions, either Nepali or English expressions are redundant. 
However, they become comprehensible to the Nepalese readers. 

Hybrid blending 

In  Nepalese English, new  hybrid  words  are  formed  by two 
words  from  Nepali  or  Nepal  and  English.  As described above, 
the name given to the Nepali variety of English itself is the blended 
word, for instance, Nenglish, Nepanglish, Nepenglish, Neplish and 
Ninglish; all of which are formed by blending the two words “Nepali 
or Nepal" and “English."  Other hybrid blended words include 
Ranarchy, the blending from “Rana" (cruel ruler in Nepal in the 
past) and “anarchy," and kubility, which blends “khubi" (skill) and 
“ability." Such blending maximizes linguistic economy and exhibits 
bilinguals' creativity. 

Hybrid compounding

Among the hybrid compounds, Weinreich (1968, p. 52) distinguished 
those in which “the stem is transferred and a derivative affix 
produced" and those in which “the stem is indigenous and an affix 
transferred." In the similar way, B. Kachru (1975, p. 66) categorised 
hybrid compounds as hybrid with “South Asian item as 'head' 
and as 'modifier'." Several compound words in Nepalese English 
are hybrids which consist of two types of structures: Noun-Noun 
type and Adjective-Noun type. In the hybrid compounds, either the 
Nepali word or the English word functions as the head. 
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•	 Nepali or local word as head

In  this group,  the  Nepali  or  the local  word is  the  head  and  
the English  word is  the modifier.  In terms of the position of the 
components, the head-modifier relationship is further divided into 
the three types: Noun-Noun type, Adjective-Noun type, and –ing 
Head type. 
Noun-noun type 
In this type, the Nepali noun functions as the head and the English 
noun functions as the modifier, e.g. neighbourhood Bhatti “a 
nearby place where local wine is made" (Upadhyay, 2018), tomato 
achar “pickle made from tomatoes, " painter babu “a respect  or  
affectionate address to the painter, " mutton sukuti “dried meat of 
he-goat, " cotton batti “cotton wick" (Wagle, 2018), gold kalash 
“water-vessel made of gold," gold mohars “Nepali coins made of 
gold," doctor sahib “a respect word to address the doctor,"  (Shah, 
2018) and valley bund “strike in the valley" (Rai, 2016a). 
Adjective-noun type
In this type of hybrid compounds, the Nepali or the local word is 
the noun which functions as the head and the English word is an 
adjective which functions as the modifier, for example, skinny bahun 
“a very thin person from the Brahmin caste, " black daal “black 
pulse" (Wagle, 2018), mighty angrez “a powerful Englishman," 
royal vaidyas “ personal Ayurvedic doctors of the Royal family," 
local jaand “local liquor made from the fermented rice or other 
grains," local aila “a kind of liquor from the Newari community," 
black-uniformed sipahis “the black dressed soldiers" (Shah, 2018), 
colourful lungi “a colourful garment wrapped around the waist, 
usually below the belly, " real gunda “real hooligan," simple dal-
bhat “general Nepali dish" (Rai, 2016a), architectural smarak “a 
memorial with the attractive designing" (Bhattarai, 2016), and half-
dhoti “a small piece of cloth wrapped under the waist" (Koirala, 
2017).
-ing head type
In  this  third  category,  some  restricted  number  of  hybrid  
compounds  are  found  in  Nepalese  English  in  which  the –
ing form functions  as  the modifier, for  example, wedding doli “a 
wooden palanquin to carry a bride during the wedding" (Upadhyay, 
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2018), and fumbling bahuns “people from the Brahmin caste who 
are awkward or hesitant to do something" (Shah, 2018). 
•	 Nepali or local word as modifier 
In this  group,  the  Nepali  or  the  local  word  functions  as  the 
modifier  and  the English  word  as  the head. This group has been 
further subcategorised into Noun-Noun type and Adjective-Noun 
type.
Noun-noun type
This is the most productive and common compounds in Nepalese 
English. In this group, both words are nouns but they function 
differently. The English word functions as the head and the Nepali 
or local word functions as the modifier, for example, kuirey 
journalist “a British journalist," tandoori chicken “chicken roasted 
in a traditional oven called tandoor," puja room “a prayer room, " 
rupee notes “bills or banknotes of Nepali currency," puja ceremony 
“a prayer ceremony," Tamang girl “a girl from the Tamang ethnic 
group of Nepal" (Upadhyay, 2018); khukuri knife “a national knife 
of Nepal" (Bhattarai, 2016; Upadhyay, 2018); patuka belt “a long 
cloth tied around the waist as a belt," khukuri pin “cufflinks to 
put with a cap," Bhai Tika festival “a Hindu festival in which the 
brothers receive tika from their sisters," Samadhi site “a place of 
cremation" (Bhattarai, 2016); Dasain holidays “holidays given in 
the Dasain festival," bahun bird “a child from the Brahmin caste,"  
firangee soldiers “British soldiers," raksha thread “sacred thread 
worn for protection," Indrajatra tale “a story of celebrating the 
Indrajatra festival of Nepal," Gorkha crown “the crown worn by 
the king or queen of the Gorkha kingdom" (Shah, 2018); angrezi 
book “English book," Brahmin son “a son of the Brahmin caste" 
(Bhattarai, 2012); chhau sheds “cattle sheds where Hindu women 
and girls are put during the period of menstruation," sati traditions 
“the ancient Hindu tradition in which a widow burns herself on her 
husband's pyre" (Budha, 2020); Panchayat curriculum “curriculum 
made during the direct rule of the king in Nepal," Khas-Arya group 
“hill, Hindu high caste people" (Kunwar, 2020);  and Bahun tradition 
“the tradition or ritual followed by the Brahmin caste," Kshatriya 
obligations “obligations for people belonging to Khas Chhetri caste 
to follow, who were the military and ruling class of the ancient 
Hindu society" (Koirala, 2017). Similarly, the hybrid compounds 
formed by Devkota (2017) include peepal tree “a sacred tree in the 
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Hindu culture which is best for oxygen," Nepali air, Nepali heart, 
Nepali soil and Nepali sky, and by Pradhan (2017) include Bodhi 
tree “wisdom bo tree."
Adjective-noun type
In this type, the Nepali or local word is an adjective which functions 
as a modifier and the English word is a noun that functions as a head, 
for instance, Gaijatre cows “cows to be worshipped at Gaijatra 
festival" (Shah, 2018) and Buddhist temple “temple of Buddhist 
religion" (Upadhyay, 2018).  
Hybrid neologisms
Neologisms are newly coined words which are not always novel 
but are sometimes based on existing words. They generally “express 
the need to identify a new concept or idea" (Anesa, 2019, p. 38) 
or are used to convey the different meaning. Creative Nepalese 
people have coined some new words on analogy with “Kathmandu," 
the capital city of Nepal as if –mandu is a suffix to those words, 
e.g.  woodmandu, foodmandu, maskmandu  and  clickmandu.  
Similarly,  Nepalese  people  have  coined  a  new word  Kaliwood  
/Kallywood/Kollywood  on  analogy  of  Hollywood  and  Bollywood  
to  refer  to  the  Nepali  film  industry  in Kathmandu. All these 
coined words are hybrid in nature. 
Hybrid calques 

The loan translations are etymologically hybrid which borrow the 
meaning, structure, and one of their components from English and 
the other component from the local language (Christina, 2012). 
Nepalese English uses calques, or loan translations from the Nepali 
language. The proverb husband-wife's quarrel is like hay-fire (Rai, 
2016a) “husband and wife's quarrel subsides in a short time" or 
“The quarrel between husband and wife is temporary" is hybrid in 
that the given proverb is in English but it is the direct word-for-
word translation from Nepali.  The  other  expressions  from  Shah  
(2018)  such  as what  has  happened  has happened “let bygones 
be bygones," even the walls have ears “be careful what you say as 
people may be eavesdropping," once a thief always a thief “once 
you earn bad name, it will always be with you," and from Upadhyay 
(2018) such as a bull without horns can't call himself sharp “an 
empty vessel makes much noise" are all literal translations of the 
Nepali proverbs. They are the English expressions in the structure of 
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the Nepali language which conveys the Nepalese cultural meanings. 
Conclusion and implications
In this article, we have analysed the hybrid expressions of Nepalese 
English which indicate that linguistic and cultural hybridity is “our 
identity and destiny" (B. Kachru, 2011, p. 28) or “a fact of life" 
(Kanno, 2007, p. 63) and a symbol of linguistic co-existence in the 
puricentric societies in Nepal. The hybrid language forms represent 
national identities, reflect the power of the writers to describe and 
correspond to a particular ecology from within sociolinguistics 
of the region, and describe their contact with sociocultural and 
psycholinguistic realities (Rajashanthan, 2016).  They  are  the  
creative  aspects  of  uses  of  English  which  are misinterpreted  or  
neglected  due  to  the  undue  emphasis  given  to  interlanguage  
and  fossilisation,  which  B. Kachru (1990) referred to as 'leaking' 
paradigms. They reflect the dynamics of cross-cultural and nativised 
or localised creativity in Nepalese English. In the linguistically and 
culturally heterogeneous classrooms, hybrid language practices 
serve as the central mediation tools which mediate students' learning 
(Gutiérrez et al., 1999b). In a Bakhtin (1981) sense, hybridity 
increases the possibility of dialogue, and, thus, the possibility of 
collaboration and learning (Gutiérrez et al., 1999a). In this sense, 
hybridity is “a resource for building collaboration and promoting 
literacy learning" (p. 88), serves as the building block of third space, 
or zone  of proximal  development  (Gutiérrez  et  al.,  1999b),  and  
allows  incidental  learning  and  unfocused  language  acquisition  
(Rivlina, 2020). Hybrid language practices help the learners to move 
from actual developmental level to the potential developmental level 
by enhancing their mutual understanding and a joint collaborative 
activity. They serve as scaffolding for the learners' linguistic, social, 
and cognitive development since the use of hybrid English makes 
the learners easy to communicate with their teachers and solve 
different problems. Schools are the contact zones where different 
languages and cultures meet, clash, and grapple with each other 
and the interaction in such zones gives birth to hybrid forms of 
knowledge, texts, and codes which may resist homogeneity and 
domination (Canagarajah, 1999). The hybrid language practices 
challenge current English-only policies that privilege one particular 
language and minimize learning, stimulate joint participation and 
learning for all learners (Gutiérrez et  al.,  1999a),  foster  language  
and  literacy  development  (Gutiérrez  et  al.,  1999a;  Gutiérrez  et  
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al.,  1999b),  and  create  a community of practice.  The learners do 
not have to stick to the normative scripts, practices, and participation 
framework. They can utilise their bilingual or multilingual repertoires 
to produce hybrid forms that express typical meaning. 
	 Hybrid  language  practices  are  the  systematic,  strategic,  
affiliative,  and  sense-making  processes  among  those  who  share  
the code  (Gutiérrez et  al.,  1999a).  They  strategically  incorporate  
the  local  knowledge, cultures, and  beliefs  of  the  home  and  the 
school and serve as a bridge to connect both. At schools, the teacher 
and children consciously and strategically utilise their own linguistic 
repertoires and create new contexts of development (Gutiérrez et 
al., 1999b). Therefore, hybrid language practices are always present, 
although they are not always legitimised and utilised in formal 
learning contexts (Gutiérrez et al., 1999b). They have transformed 
the monolingual/monolithic classroom environments into the more 
inclusive, bilingual or multilingual ones. They may break the 
students' silence since they communicate with their teachers and 
peers using the hybrid English. They may increase the students' 
participation in the classroom. The students' increased participation, 
interaction and communication, and collaboration facilitate language 
learning.  In addition, the hybridised texts, both linguistically and 
culturally, are easier for the students to comprehend because such 
texts activate their already established familiar schematic knowledge 
(Alptekin 2002, 2006) and facilitate language learning. Both the 
nativised or hybridised English and hybrid academic texts  are  the  
suitable  alternative  made  by  the  periphery  subjects  for  their  
communicative  and  ideological  conflicts  in  using (Canagarajah, 
1999). Students and teachers can also use linguistic hybridisation as 
a strategy to nativise English in the local  contexts,  exercise  their  
bilingual  linguistic  creativity, reduce  their  linguistic  anxiety,  and  
to  maximize  the  linguistic economy, allowing them to use one 
hybrid word to convey the same meaning, rather than using more 
words from the same language (Lee, 2013). Therefore, speakers of 
English in the periphery countries intentionally and strategically 
hybridize English and English texts in their own terms according to 
the local needs and interests. 
	 If we slightly adapt Achebe's (1965) view in the Nepalese 
context, we can say that the English language to carry the weight of 
our  Nepalese  experience,  the  native  variety  in  its  unchanged  
form  is  incapable  of  serving  that  purpose.  It should be a new 
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hybrid English which “now combines global and local so a blend 
of different tastes can only satisfy the English language needs of 
the time" (Bhattarai & Gautam, 2008, p. 14). In  the  pluralistic  
Nepalese  societies,  the  hybridity  is  the  unavoidable phenomenon 
which needs to be duly considered in policy formulation, production 
of materials, and pedagogy. This study limits to only the hybridity 
in lexical items and proverbs. Further research can be conducted 
on hybridity at the phonological, semantic, syntactic, and discourse 
levels. 
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Effectiveness of Facebook-Integrated 
Instructional Method in Improving 

Learners' English Reading Proficiency
Keshab Kumar Sijali  

Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba 

Abstract
Facebook is a widely used social media and its integration in 

the context of English language teaching (ELT) might be fruitful in 
this virtual world. Therefore, this experimental study was carried out 
with the aim of investigating its effectiveness in improving learners' 
reading proficiency. The study consisted of sixty participants from a 
secondary level government school of Nepal. They were randomly 
assigned into experimental and control group based on their pre-test 
scores ensuring that they had similar reading proficiency level. The 
instrument of pre-test was administered to the sampled participants 
before intervention. Facebook-integrated instructional method 
was used for instructing experimental group whereas traditional 
instructional method for control group. Post-test was administered 
to both groups after intervention. Data obtained from pre-test and 
post-test were analysed using descriptive and inferential statistics. 
The result revealed the positive impact of Facebook in improving 
reading proficiency because experimental group (M = 2.433, SD = 
2.38) performed better than control group (M = .233, SD = 2.19) with 
significant difference t(58) = -3.71, p < .001. Therefore, pedagogical 
implication was made for its integration in ELT class to enhance 
reading proficiency. 
Keywords: Facebook-integrated Class, Elements of Reading, 
Reading Proficiency

44
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Introduction
After the world's entry into digital technology, teachers in language 
class are showing their interest in integrating technologies because 
researchers such as Abilasha and Ilankumaran (2016), Alkamel 
and Chouthaiwale (2018), Ammanni and Aparanjani (2016), 
Ntongieh (2016), Parvin and Salam (2015) have already shown 
the effectiveness of information, communication and technology 
(ICT) tools in improving language learning. When Web 2.0 was 
introduced in the field of ICT, its services such as social networking 
sites have been potential e-learning tool in the context of ELT (see, 
Allam & Elyas, 2016; Alnujaidi, 2017; Al-Shehri, 2011; McCarty, 
2010; Trajtemberg & Yiakoumetti, 2011). In such scenario, the 
researcher has aimed at carrying out this study in order to find out 
the effectiveness of social media of Facebook in improving learners' 
English reading proficiency.

Statement of the problem 
Aydin (2012) states that there is no substantial body of literature 
carried out on the use of Facebook in ELT context. However, 
researchers such as Budiardi and Anggraeni (2013), Dogoriti and 
Pange (2014), Faryadi (2017), Monica-Ariana and Anamaria-
Mirabela (2014), Özdemir (2017), Ping and Maniam (2015), and 
Wichadee (2013) have investigated its potentiality in the context 
of ELT. But, no research has been carried out yet to investigate 
its effect on the improvement English reading proficiency. In this 
context, this research will fill the gap of existing literature. 

Reading proficiency
Reading is one of the receptive skills of language. It is a process of 
constructing meaning from the written text (Sharma, 2010). Reading 
proficiency, therefore, refers to learners' ability to interpret meaning 
from the written text. According to Connors-Tadros (2014), meaning 
from the reading text can be interpreted through the interaction among 
existing knowledge of learner, information suggested by the text and 
context of reading situation. In this sense, the mechanisms of logical 
inferences and accessing background information are necessary in 
the process of interpreting meaning because combination of such 
mechanism supports a reader to have literal, interpretive and critical 
comprehension of the reading text (English, 2011). According 
to her, literal comprehension is the surface meaning of the text; 
interpretive comprehension suggests readers' ability to identify 
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the relationship between idea and drawing conclusion; and critical 
comprehension is the readers' ability to assess the accuracy of 
textual information differentiating opinions and facts. To enhance 
such ability, Harmer (2006) suggests to improve the reading skills 
such as scanning, skimming and reading for detail comprehension. 
Readers use scanning for particular information; skimming for 
general information; and detail comprehension for understanding 
main and supportive idea about the reading text. 

Integration of Facebook in teaching reading
Facebook is a social media. It helps its users to be in a virtual 
community with the access of internet. An individual above 13 years 
old can be a registered member of this media reaching at its official 
site of www.facebook.com.  After being a member, the individual can 
search for his or her friends or relatives and send them a request. 
After accepting the request, the individual can exchange message 
chatting in the chat box. They can also communicate through audio 
or video call. The individual can do a number of activities such as 
uploading and sharing photos or video, posting and commenting to 
the added texts. 

It consists of different features and applications such 
as photos, page, groups, videos, chat, and wall. Because of these 
features and applications, an ELT teacher can integrate it for teaching 
language. In this particular context of teaching reading, it may be a 
useful e-learning tool. Before the practice of teaching, teacher needs 
to create a group and learners are to be invited to join it. The teacher 
needs to be the administrator of the group in order to avoid learners' 
unnecessary activities. Then, the teacher can upload reading texts 
followed by reading activities to be performed. Learners are to be 
encouraged to perform activities by posting their answer, reviewing 
and commenting to the answer posted by their peers. Teacher can 
facilitate by encouraging them for their active participation in 
performing activities. 

Studies on the use of Facebook in ELT context
Facebook was officially launched by Mark Zuckerberg in 2004. But, 
researchers seem to have contributed in search of its potentiality in 
ELT context from the early decade of 2020s. For example, Al-Smadi 
(2013) examined the effect of this social media on the improvement 
of vocabulary knowledge. The result showed the positive impact. 
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But, the quasi experimental study carried out by Monica-Ariana and 
Anamaria-Mirabela (2014) in context of Romania didn't support the 
finding of Al-Smadi (2013) because significant improvement was 
not noticed in the performance of experimental group. 

The research carried out by Ping and Maniam (2015) in 
context of Malaysia revealed its positive impact on the improvement 
of learners' writing performance. This finding is supported by 
Montoneri (2015) because the study carried out in context of Taiwan 
showed the consistent result with the study of Ping and Maniam 
(2015). However, both studies consisted of small sample size. 

Similarly, the research carried out by Faryadi (2017) in 
the same context presents the evidence of its positive effect on the 
enhancement of comprehension skill along with satisfaction and 
motivation level in learning in English. Although the study consisted 
of considerable sample size, the study lacked explicit explanation of 
research design. 

The study carried in context of Turkey by Özdemir (2017) 
examined the effect of this social media on the improvement of 
intercultural communication skill of learners. The study revealed 
the positive impact. The researcher has used multiple tools and 
mixed method approach to make the research more valid. This study 
supports the previous studies carried out by Chen (2011), Dogoriti 
and Pange (2014), and Omar, Embi, and Yunus (2012).

Issues in the integration of Facebook in ELT context
Studies have shown the potentiality of this social media in ELT 
context. However, there are different issues regarding its application 
in teaching English. For example, it is an e-learning tool and 
therefore teachers and learners both should have sound knowledge 
of using it. There is another issue related to ethics that learners 
need to be above thirteen years old to be the members of this social 
media. In such case, it can't be applied in teaching language to the 
learners of below this age group. It requires devices such as mobile 
or computer. All learners may not have such devices for virtual 
learning. Further, electricity and internet access is must to use it. 
Learners from the poor socio-economic background face difficulties 
in affording expenses for such things. If all learners do not get the 
advantage of it, there might be a danger of creating class in the class.  
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Methodology 
The objective of the study
The objective of the study was:  
To find out the effectiveness of Facebook-integrated instructional 
method in improving learners' English reading proficiency.
Research question
The following research question was formulated in order to facilitate 
the objective:
To what extent does Facebook-integrated instructional method 
improve learners' English reading proficiency?
Hypothesis
The researcher formulated a hypothesis based on studies carried 
out by Budiardi and Anggraeni (2013), Dogoriti and Pange (2014), 
Faryadi (2017), Özdemir (2017), Ping and Maniam (2015), and 
Wichadee (2013). The null and alternative hypotheses have been 
mentioned below:
Ho: There is no significant difference between traditional and 
Facebook-integrated instructional method in improving learners' 
English reading proficiency. 
Ha: There is significant difference between traditional and Facebook-
integrated instructional method in improving learners' English 
reading proficiency. 
Participants 
The researcher used a rule of thumb suggested by Borg and Gall 
(1996) for the selection of research participants. 60 participants 
studying in grade eleven of a government school located in Bara 
district, Nepal were randomly selected. 
Formation of equivalent groups
The researcher grouped the sampled participants randomly into 
experimental and control groups based on pre-test scores they had 
obtained. For this, the researcher listed the participants with their 
marks in an ascending order and made 30 pairs ensuring that each 
pair had similar marks. Then, the researcher selected a participant 
from each pairs for experimental group and other for control group 
with random assignment.
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Ethical consideration
The researcher has entirely taken his moral responsibility in 
conducting this study. For example, authors have been credited for 
the idea cited in the text. The researcher also received informed 
consent from the authority of the institution and participants before 
conducting the study. Similarly, the researcher used appropriate 
statistics while analysing data. 
Treatment
The researcher created a Facebook group and invited participants 
from experimental groups to join it. After making them the members 
of the group, the researcher played a role of an instructor to 
instruct them through Facebook. While instructing, the researcher 
uploaded content based reading materials followed by activities to 
be performed for enhancing reading proficiency. Activities were 
mainly based on vocabulary exercises, micro reading skills such 
as scanning, skimming, reading for main idea, and reading for 
supportive idea. The researcher encouraged participants to post their 
answer, review and comment to the answer posted by their peers. 
For example, the Figure 44.1 shows a sample of performing reading 
activities. The name and profile picture of the participant students 
have been made anonymous due to ethics.

Figure 44.1:  A Sample of reading activity performed in Facebook 
group.
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The researcher instructed the control group through conventional 
method. A month period was allocated for conducting instructional 
activities.
Control of extraneous variables
The study comprises of two variables viz. independent and 
dependent variables.  Instructional methods such teaching through 
Facebook and conventional method are independent variables while 
learners' reading proficiency is dependent variables. But, different 
variables such variations in the instructional materials, time frame 
and instructors could affect the magnitude of relationship between 
dependent and independent variables. Therefore, same instructional 
materials were introduced to both groups following the same time 
frame to control extraneous variables. Similarly, different instructors 
possess different linguistic competency and it could influence 
the magnitude of two variables. Therefore, the researcher himself 
instructed both groups as an instructor. However, an ELT teacher of 
secondary level was assigned a job of checking their answer sheet in 
order to minimize the bias.
Instrument
The researcher used following instruments to collect data:
•	 Pre-Test
The researcher administered pre-test to the participants before 
introducing intervention to understand their current level of reading 
proficiency. 
•	 Post-Test
After introducing intervention programme for a month period, the 
researcher administered post-test to both groups for examining 
whether the implemented instructional method could improve 
learners' reading proficiency. 
Validity and reliability 
The researcher consulted a subject specialist to ensure the validity of 
the instrument which could cover the elements of reading skill. The 
instrument was used based on suggestions given by the specialist. 

The researcher adopted a test-retest method for assessing 
the reliability of the instrument. For this, the researcher selected 15 
students from the same level but they were not included in the main 



308 From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

study. A reading test was administered to them and the same test 
was used for the same group after two weeks. But, no feedback was 
given to them. The researcher used coefficient correlation to analyse 
the test scores obtained in test and retest. Significant correlation 
(r = .731) was found between these two test scores at .01 level (p 
< .001). 

Approach of data analysis

Test scores obtained by experimental and control group were 
compared by using mean and standard deviation of descriptive 
statistics. But, hypothesis was tested by using inferential i.e. 
parametric test such as independent samples t-test and paired 
samples t-test at 95% confidence level. Before the implementation 
of this test, distribution of normality and homogeneity of sample 
variance were assessed. The z-values of skewness and kurtosis of 
both groups in their pre and post-test were found between ± 1.96 
which shows that data are approximately normally distributed. 
Similarly, data were noticed homogeneous because Levene's test 
revealed that significant value of these groups in pre-test (p = .282) 
and post-test (p = .429) is above .05 (p > .05).

Results

Table 44.1 displays the comparison between experimental and 
control groups in terms of their pre-test scores of reading proficiency. 
The result of independent samples t-test shows that the level of 
reading proficiency of experimental group (M = 4.26, SD = 1.91) 
and control group (M = 4.26, SD = 1.65) is not significant difference 
t (58) = .000, p = 1.00 (p > 0.05). It shows that both groups were of 
possessing similar level of reading proficiency and the improvement 
they perform could be attributed to implemented instructional 
method. 

Table 44.1: Two groups' pre-test scores related to reading skills.

Groups
Experimental 

(n=30)
Control                      
(n=30)

Elements M SD M SD t df Sig.

Pre-test Score 4.26 1.91 4.26 1.65 .000 58 1.00
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Table 44.2 displays the comparison between experimental and 
control group in terms of each micro skills of reading. The result 
shows that these two groups are not significantly different in terms 
of any of the elements of reading skill because p-value is above .05 
in each elements of reading. 

Table 44.2: Comparison of pre-test score in terms of different 
reading skills

Groups
Experimental 

(n=30)
Control                 
(n=30)

Elements M SD M SD t df Sig.
Vocabulary 
Knowledge 1.96 .999 1.866 1.04 -.379 58 .706

Scanning 1.10 .803 1.166 .791 .324 58 .747

Skimming .200 .484 .266 .691 .433 58 .667
Understanding Main 
Idea .566 .626 .566 .773 .000 58 1.00

Understanding 
Supportive Idea .433 .626 .400 .674 -.198 58 .843

Table 44.3 displays the comparison between pre and post-test 
performance of experimental and control group in terms of 
reading proficiency. The result of paired samples t-test shows that 
performance of experimental group in post-test (M = 6.70, SD = 
2.36) is better than pre-test (M = 4.26, SD = 1.91) with significant 
different t (29) = -5.581, p < .001. But, such improvement was not 
seen in case of control group because their performance in post-test 
(M = 4.50, SD = 2.04) in comparison to pre-test (M = 4.26, SD = 
1.65) is not significant difference t(29) = -583, p = .564. 

Table 44.3: Two groups' pre and post test scores related to 
reading skills

Tests

Pre Post
Groups M SD M SD t df Sig.

Experimental 4.26 1.91 6.70 2.36 -5.581 29 .000

Control 4.26 1.65 4.50 2.04 -.583 29 .564
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Table 44.4 displays the comparison of pre and post-test performance 
of experimental and control group in terms of each elements of 
reading skill. Range in the average scores of experimental group 
in post-test is .566 to 2.73 while in pre-test was .200 to 1.96. This 
group performed significantly better in post-test in relation to each 
reading elements (p < .05) except the element of understanding 
supportive idea (p = .103). 

Similarly, range in the average scores of control group in post-
test is .166 to 2.23 while in the pre-test was.266 to 1.86. But, this 
group couldn't perform significantly better in any of the elements 
of reading skill because p-value in each element is greater than .05. 

Table 44.4: Comparison of the two groups' pre and post-test 
scores related to reading skills

Tests
Pre Post

Elements Groups M SD M SD t df Sig.

Vocabulary 
Knowledge

Experimental 1.96 .999 2.73 .907 -3.69 29 .001

Control 1.86 1.04 2.23 .935 -1.88 29 .070

Scanning
Experimental 1.10 .803 1.70 .876 -3.39 29 .002

Control 1.16 .791 .900 .711 1.54 29 .133

Skimming
Experimental .200 .484 .566 .773 -2.62 29 .014

Control .266 .691 .166 .461 .619 29 .541

Understanding 
Main Idea

Experimental .566 .626 1.00 .982 -2.14 29 .040

Control .566 .773 .600 .855 -.197 29 .845

Understanding 
Supportive 
Idea

Experimental .433 .626 .700 .595 -1.68 29 .103

Control .400 .674 .600 .855 -1.29 29 .206

Table 44.5 displays the comparison between two groups in terms 
of their achievement scores. It was calculated subtracting their 
scores obtained in pre-test from that of post-test. The result shows 
that experimental group performed better than control group with 
significant difference in the reading elements of scanning and 
skimming (p < .05). But, such significant improvement was not seen 
in the rest of reading elements (p > .05). 
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Table 44.5: Comparison of achievement score of reading skills

Groups
Experimental 

(n=30)
Control                 
(n=30)

Elements M SD M SD t df Sig.
Vocabulary 
Knowledge .766 1.13 .366 1.06 -1.40 58 .165

Scanning .600 .968 -.266 .944 -3.50 58 .001

Skimming .366 .764 -.100 .884 -2.18 58 .033
Understanding Main 
Idea .433 1.10 .033 .927 -1.51 58 .134

Understanding 
Supportive Idea .266 .868 .200 .846 -.301 58 .764

Table 44.6 displays the comparison between two groups in relation 
to overall performance of reading proficiency. It was calculated by 
adding achievement scores gained in all elements of reading skill. 
The result shows that experimental group (M = 2.433, SD = 2.38) 
performed better than control group (M = .233, SD = 2.19) in the 
improvement of reading skill with significant difference t(58) = 
-3.71, p < .001 which doesn't support to accept the null hypothesis. 
Cohen's d is 0.960 which shows that effect size is substantive.  It 
presents an evidence that Facebook integrated instructional method 
is much more effective than traditional method of teaching in 
improving learners' reading proficiency.

Table 44.6: Overall comparison of reading skills

Groups
Experimental 

(n=30)
Control                 
(n=30)

Elements M SD M SD t df Sig.
Reading Achievement 
Score 2.43 2.38 .233 2.19 -3.71 58 .000

Discussion
This study was carried out in order to find out the effectiveness of 
Facebook-integrated instructional method in improving learners' 
reading proficiency in English. The result showed the positive 
impact of this social media in enhancing reading proficiency 
because experimental group performed better than control group 
in post-test with significant difference. The finding of the study 
is inconsistent with the study carried out by Monica-Ariana and 
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Anamaria-Mirabela (2014). However, the study supports the studies 
carried out by Al-Smadi (2013), Chen (2011), Dogoriti and Pange 
(2014), Faryadi (2017), Montoneri (2015),  Omar, Embi, and Yunus 
(2012), Özdemir (2017), and Ping and Maniam (2015) because the 
study provides an evidence of potentiality of this social media in 
enhancing learners' reading proficiency. In this sense, this might be 
an alternative instructional method of teaching reading skill. 

Limitations of the study
The study is not free from its drawbacks because the study comprises 
of small sample size. The researcher strived for controlling 
extraneous variables throughout the study. However, other factors 
might have affected the study. The intervention was introduced only 
for a short period due to constraint of time frame. Further, focus was 
given only on literal comprehension of reading proficiency. There 
might be threat to its external validity because the researcher could 
not examine its effect beyond the study. However, consistent result 
with previous research supports for its generalisation. 

Direction for future research 
The study focused on the investigation of effectiveness of Facebook 
in promoting reading proficiency of secondary level learners. 
Therefore, future research can be carried out to investigate its 
effectiveness in promoting other language skills and aspects. Its 
effectiveness can also be examined among the learners of other level. 
Further, the study was confined to enhance literal comprehension of 
reading skill. Future research can be carried out to examine its effect 
on the improvement of interpretive and critical comprehension of 
reading skill. 

Conclusion
This experimental study aimed at investigating the impact of 
Facebook-integrated instructional method on the improvement of 
learners' reading proficiency. The result revealed its effectiveness 
because experimental group outperformed its counterpart. The 
finding is consistent with the previous research. Therefore, this study 
gives an insight to ELT practitioners to implement it because this 
instructional method might be an alternative instructional method to 
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enhance reading proficiency of learners who are bringing up in the 
virtual world. 
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An Anthropological Study of the Role 
of Maoist Insurgency in the Creation 

of Federal Nepal
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba

Abstract 
This paper explores the role of Maoist insurgency in the creation of 
the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. The Maoist insurgency 
of Nepal that began in 1996 ended in 2006 directly losing more than 
13,000 people within a decade. This decade-long civil war was one 
of the bloodiest conflicts of modern times. The country also spent 
another decade in the process of peace building. During the peace 
process, political parties of the country successfully abolished the 
existing parliament and formed a Constitution Assembly (CA). 
The CA declared the nation as the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal in 2008 ending 240-year-old, the Hindu Kingdom ruled by 
monarchism. Finally, the CA promulgated a constitution in 2015. I 
used qualitative-political-anthropology as a research methodology 
to explore the contents of highly politicized articles that were 
published in Himal Khabarpatrika and Mulyankan during the 
emergence and growth of the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN) 
Maoist insurgency (1995 - 2006). In the past, the oppressed and 
socially marginalised groups attempted several occasions to bring 
changes in the socio-political structure without any success. 
However, the Maoist insurgency that began in February 1996 
succeeded in capitalizing them by generating an environment for 

45
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socio-political change. The paper has found substantial changes 
brought in the structures of the country, such as in the system of 
governance, politics, social organisation, or inter-group relations. 
However, oppressed, and marginalised populations, war-wounded, 
and soldiers with disabilities from both sides the former People 
Liberation Army (PLA) and the state are still living in poverty and 
miserable condition. 

Keywords: Maoist; Insurgency; Oppression; Oppressed; Creation; 
Public Meaning; New Democracy; Federalism; Nepal

Introduction 
Nepali people have been fighting against oppressions and for their 
rights since the 1930s. However, the rulers and elites keep aborting 
and diverting the struggles from reaching their destinations. The first 
struggle for democracy was aborted in 1951 that transformed power 
only from the Rana Regime to the monarch. But people were kept 
in dark by telling them the country achieved democracy. Political 
leaders again created an illusion in 1990 by interpreting completion 
of democracy restoration process that was aborted in 1951. Thus, the 
CPN (Maoist) launched a decade-long civil war in 1996, aiming to 
bring people's democracy in the country which eventually ended up 
with the death toll over 13,000 people. 

Background 
This paper, therefore, concentrates on exploring the public meanings 
that were created in the emergence and growth of insurgency. The 
exploration is important as these meanings, often created in rather 
informal settings, particularly by both the normally silent mass and 
the critically vocal segments of society, were often undermined 
by academia and policymakers alike. Before the emergence of 
conflict, societal discourses, such as social interactions, media, 
and political reporting, political and non-political deliberations 
at various levels -micro, meso, and macro, both formally and 
informally, had seriously highlighted the critical historical, socio-
political, and economic problems faced by the country. Exploration 
of these various formal and informal discourses, including media 
reporting, indicates that historically Nepal has been the victim of bad 
governance as the rulers have mostly been self-serving, and grossly 
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lacking in openness, efficiency, and accountability to the people. 
Similarly, democratically elected successive governments of the 
1990s only contributed to the production and reproduction of social 
inequality and poverty, and to the institutionalisation of corruption. 
By 1995, the legitimacy of the major political parties was beginning 
to be undermined and their authority was being questioned. On the 
political front, the Panchayat politicians held fast to the democratic 
rule, despite their expulsion by the popular people's movement of 
1990 which bore on the sentiment of the general public. Although 
the forces of production - such as poor and socially marginalised 
groups- have time and again risen to bring about changes in the 
socio-political structure, their struggles were ignored. However, 
the Maoist insurgency that began in February 1996 succeeded in 
capitalising over these social inequalities generating an environment 
for socio-political change. Various discourses during the conflict 
have substantially highlighted the relevance of insurgency. They 
have created and spread the message through micro informal means, 
which proved to be instrumental in creating a positive environment 
for expanding and growing the conflict, giving it a momentum.

	 A public meaning of Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal 
has been created with the emergence and growth of the CPN (Maoist) 
insurgency through the analysis of contents of media publications. 
To explore the public meaning, the paper has been divided into four 
sections. The first section defines the public meaning in the context 
of the CPN (Maoist) insurgency. The second section presents a 
glimpse of the CPN (Maoist) which has provided a brief insight of 
how and why it emerged and expanded. The third section covers 
the methodology and methods of data collection. Finally, the fourth 
section is the exploration and interpretation of the CPN (Maoist) 
insurgency looking in particular at the causes of the insurgency 
and creation of public meaning during the period of 1996 - 2006 
followed by successful abolishment of the existing parliament and 
forming up CA and declaration of Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal in 2008, ending 240-yearold the Hindu Kingdom ruled by a 
monarch. Ultimately, the CA promulgated a constitution of Nepal 
in 2015. The findings and discussion section has been divided into 
three phases, such as 1996 - 1999 as the first phase, 2000 - 2006 the 
second phase, and 2006 - 2020 as the third phase.
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Public meaning in the context of the CPN (Maoist's) 
emergence and growth 
People's action that affects people, community, and nation or state is 
called public meaning. In the context of the CPN (Maoist) insurgency, 
public meaning is an oppressed people's interest, belonging, voice 
or action which is directly associated to the socio-political and 
economic problems of the people of Nepal. When people's voices 
and actions become recognised as a public meaning, it becomes an 
integral part of the people's power and movement, which can be 
both constructive and destructive. But it solely depends on how the 
power is exercised. The CPN (Maoist) carried out both constructive 
and destructive actions in the process of establishing of what they 
term as a 'New Democracy' (Naya Janabad).

A glimpse of the CPN (Maoist)'s insurgency 
Initially, there was only one communist party in Nepal, which was 
founded in 1949 in Calcutta, India, by Pushpa Lal Shrestha. Since 
its formation, the CPN evolved into the two largest parties of the 
country, namely CPN (Maoist) and CPN United Marxist Leninist 
(UML), and another half dozens of small parties. The main cause 
of division after division of communist parties is differences in 
ideological interpretation mainly on socio-political and economic 
issues. Instead of finding ways for unification, they always preferred 
to split, and this has been developed as a way of life within the 
communist parties of Nepal. Hence, the culture of division mentality 
is heavily embedded in all communist parties of Nepal to this day 
regardless of their shape and size.

	 As mentioned earlier, over the years of ideological exercises, 
the CPN (Maoist) emerged in 1995 after many splits and mergers 
from the original CPN. Regarding the formation of the CPN (Maoist) 
and its principal guideline 'Maoism', Mulyankan (1994) commented 
in the following way: 

The CPN (Maoist) has taken 'Maoism' as the principal guideline 
which has set an ideological discourse as 'Maoism' which is a 
'thought' developed by Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung) going beyond 
the conventional Marxism-Leninism paths. Hence, the 'Maoism' 
without the Marxism-Leninism is incomplete and it becomes an 
unscientific guideline. 
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In contrary to this, Thapa (2004) wrote: 

The CPN (Unity Centre/renamed Maoist) accepted 'Mao 
Tse-tung Thought' as the third, new and better phase of 
Marxism-Leninism and itself as Maoism' and passed the 
resolution to initiate a 'people's' war to bring about a new 
democratic revolution in Nepal. 

Thapa has further substantiated the notion quoting the Worker, June 
1996: 

It would be based on the lesson of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism regarding revolutionary violence. On the occasion 
of formulation of the plan for initiation of the process that 
will unfold as protracted people's war based on the strategy 
of encircling the city from the countryside according to the 
specificities of our country, the Party once again reiterates its 
eternal commitment to the theory of people's war developed 
by Mao as the universal and invincible Marxist theory of 
war. 

In this sense, the CPN (Maoist) accepted 'Mao Tse-tung Thought' 
as 'Maoism' and the party Central Committee announced that the 
Party would be based on the principle of Marxism, Leninism, and 
Maoism. It meant a protracted people's war, where a city is normally 
encircled from the countryside. This is the theory of people's war 
that was developed by the late Chairman Mao, which is based on 
the Marxist theory of war, and was used in the liberation of China. 

	 In this context, the CPN (Maoist) had a clear political goal, 
which was to overthrow the 'semi-feudal and semi-colonial' system 
led by the king to establish the 'New Democracy' where oppressed, 
poor, landless and backward indigenous nationalities would be able 
to exercise the power. Concerning this, the CPN Maoist (1995) 
document called 'Plan for the Historic Initiation of the People's War' 
stated: 

This plan would be based on the aim of completing the new 
democratic revolution after the destruction of feudalism and 
imperialism, then immediately moving towards socialism, 
and, by way of cultural revolutions based on the theory 
of continuous revolution under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, marching to communism - the golden future of 
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the whole humanity. We are firm that it is a crime against 
the proletariat and the general masses of the people to start 
an armed struggle without the firm conviction of carrying 
it through to the end. We shall never allow this struggle to 
become a mere instrument for introducing partial reforms 
in the condition of the people or terminating in a simple 
compromise by exerting pressure on the reactionary classes. 
Thus, our armed struggle will be totally free of all sorts of 
petty bourgeois, narrow nationalist, religion-communal and 
casteist illusions.

Hence, the above glimpse has highlighted the goal of the CPN 
(Maoist) insurgency. Media played a vital role in the meaning 
creation process publishing articles and widely covering news on 
insurgency and drawing the attention of the general public. To 
explore this assumption, a research methodology is required which 
has been covered in the next paragraph. 

Methodology 
I used qualitative-political-anthropology as a research methodology 
to explore the contents of highly politicised articles that have been 
published in Himal Khabarpatrika and Mulyankan (Plate 45.1) 
during the emergence and growth of the CPN (Maoist) insurgency 
(1995 - 2006). The basic criteria in choosing the research approach is 
based on suitability, effectiveness, and representation for the targeted 
research topic so that research findings would be of high quality. I 
purposefully selected these two Nepali language magazines which 
have become highly influential in spreading and shaping people's 
views due to their overly critical, political, academic, and analytical 
nature. 
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Plate 45.1: Collection of Himal Khabarpatrika and Mulyankan 
magazines

Hence, this paper aims to explore these social discourses. It includes 
the Maoist party documents, and Maoist insurgency related published 
literature in general and Himal Khabarpatrika and Mulyankan 
published between 1995 and 2006 in particular, which have created 
public discourse in the context of Maoist insurgency and generated 
public meaning in Nepal.

Exploration and interpretation of the CPN (Maoist)'s 
insurgency and public meaning 
The emergence of the CPN (Maoist) insurgency in Nepal has been 
perceived from two different perspectives such as views from the 
centre of the left (articles and news published in Mulyankan monthly) 
and views from the centre of the right (articles and news published 
in Himal Khabarpatrika). People from the centre of the left perceive 
that it is a poor, marginalised, oppressed, and indigenous people's 
uprising because of suppression and marginalisation of them by the 
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upper class and social elites. The centre of the right group sees it 
as a failed development and indigenous people's uprising. A few, 
especially the royalists, including the former king, have concluded 
that it was an outcome of bad governance and failed democracy. 
According to Upreti, (2002), the root causes of the emergence of the 
CPN (Maoist) are: 

Rampant poverty, structural inequality, political oppression, 
social discrimination against certain groups like Kamaya, 
women, Dalit, etc., failure of the public administration, 
widespread corruption and continuous failure of the 
successive governments to address these structural problems 
are all root causes of the current conflict in Nepal. The 
Maoist insurgency is only the manifestation or intermediate 
result of these problems. Feudal legacy, political instability, 
dependency syndromes, lack of transparency and the social 
exclusion are further contributing to fuel the conflict. In 
addition, the growing awareness of the Nepalese people, 
awareness about poverty and inequality and the destruction 
of indigenous social networks in Nepal. 

As stated by Upreti above, academics and think-tanks of the country 
argue that it is a socio-economic and political problem that has been 
building since the foundation of modern Nepal.

Causes of the insurgency and the creation of public meaning 
Since the unification of modern Nepal, middle and elite classes of 
Brahmins, Chhetris, and Newars were given opportunities to enter 
the state mechanism. Since then, they have been consolidating their 
privileges and at the same time, holding the state power. This type 
of power became dominant due to fear; hope remains intact. Lukes 
(2005) writes, “power as domination is the ability to constrain the 
choices of others". Almost all political and bureaucratic positions 
were occupied by people from the middle and elite classes of these 
three castes that were also very close to the royal power. They 
were advisors to the king, the country's policymakers, controllers 
of knowledge, and facilitators to global powers. The CPN (Maoist) 
called them 'social elites and bureaucratic comprador classes. 
According to Marxist classification, the majority of these castes 
form the feudal class in Nepal. The above, middle and elite class of 
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three castes succeeded in settling down in places like Kathmandu, 
Biratnagar, Birganj, Pokhara, Bhairahawa, and Nepalganj which are 
economically and politically important places for Nepal, and ''those 
inhabiting the backward and oppressed regions are often indigenous 
people" Bhattarai (2003a). Most indigenous nationalities are 
socially, economically, and politically excluded and marginalised by 
the dominant elites of Brahmins, Chhetris, and Newars. Thus, Thapa 
and Sijapati (2003) wrote:

Many of Nepal's socio-cultural groups have never had access 
to the state apparatus. The presence of Dalit (so-called 
untouchable), Madhesi (people of Tarai origin) and Janajati 
(members of ethnic groups), in the state has been negligible. 
Because of this polarisation, Nepali civil servants operating 
from Kathmandu, are oriented to the Kathmandu valley – 
seen to be the real hub of national life – and the welfare of 
ethnic villagers in remote places is completely ignored. As 
a result, the incidence of poverty is higher among ethnic 
groups … whilst the other hardest hit has always been Dalits. 

The socio-political and economic conditions have remained 
unchanged in the country regardless of political changes. Considering 
this, the Maoists started their revolution in the early 1990s from the 
Magar-occupied areas called Rukum and Rolpa where “Magars, 
which make up 7.2 per cent of Nepal's population, are the largest 
ethnic group in the country" (Shaha, 1996). People of this area have 
been socially, politically, and economically marginalised since the 
unification of Nepal. Shaha further writes, “and ... this very area 
of Magarat is now bearing the brunt of the Maoist “People's War" 
launched by Mohan Vaidya aka Kiran, Puspa Kamal Dahal aka 
Prachanda along with Baburam Bhattarai and Pampha Bhusal of the 
United People's Front (UPF)". Rukum and Rolpa became the safe 
haven for the CPN (Maoist) insurgency. This is a classic example 
and indication of public meaning created by the CPN (Maoist)'s 
insurgency at the early stage as the local people understood the 
meaning of the Maoist's uprising and started to join the insurgency. 

	 Additional causes that fuelled insurgency are, in the 1990s, 
Nepal was “… the last second poorest country in the world" (Ibid). . 
The government statistics have shown that '38% of Nepal's population 
live under the poverty line'. Prachanda (Bhattarai, 2003b) stated, 
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“more than 72% of the Nepali people live below the poverty line" 
and annual per-capita income was only “US$210" [11]. However, 
“per capita income was less than US$100 in the Maoist stronghold of 
Rolpa" (CBS, 2000). Nepal is a country of unfairness. As mentioned 
above, the feudal class and the social elite are policymakers and 
the way such policy was made always biased in various ways e.g. 
donor manipulation, class marginalisation, caste exclusion, urban 
favouritism, etc. About this, Thapa and Sijapati state, ''the economy 
has worked in favour of the urban and rural rich and a handful of 
elites." As a consequence, policy never matches with reality, never 
fully transforms into practice and used to end without achieving its 
objectives. Nepal has suffered from this malady for a long time. This 
has created the gap between rich and poor, urban and rural, upper 
caste and lower caste and finally the state has been converted into a 
puppet, dependent on donor agencies. Bhattarai (2003b) described: 

The present era one of imperialism or monopoly capitalism, 
unequal and uneven development inherent in capitalism-- 
is suffering from underdevelopment and poverty. The gap 
between the rich and the poor has never been so wide in the 
history of mankind and this gap is growing ever wider. 

Besides, the state rulers of Nepal often failed to put people to 
the centre stage of governance system. Consequently, people 
suffered from a lack of basic needs such as food, housing, drinking 
water, health, employment and so on. Moreover, there was social 
discrimination, marginalisation, and exclusion to poor, Janajatis, 
Madhesis, and women. Foreign loans and donation from 1951 to 
date did not bring any changes; instead, the state became much 
poorer and “this dependence has also been rising over time" (Shaha, 
2003). 

	 Even after the restoration of democracy in 1990, both the 
ruling and opposing parties did not take the socio-economic and 
political issues seriously, rather spending their time on corruption 
and personal gain than the development of the country. “The 
national– level politicians and political parties have failed Nepal" 
(Karki, and Seddon, 2003).  The situation of the major political 
parties became particularly serious and had got worse by 1995. On 
the political front, the Panchayat politicians again ruled the country 
despite their expulsion by the popular people's movement of 1990. 
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They further state, “it is the dismal performance of these mainstream 
national political groupings so far that has strengthened the Maoist 
appeal to the people in some areas." 

	 Nepali people's movements against the oppression have been 
aborted many times without a full achievement. For instance, the 
revolution of 1950/51 against the Rana rule that aimed to establish a 
broad-based democracy was terminated with an agreement between 
the monarch, the Ranas and India. The students' movement to 
overthrow the Panchyat regime in 1978/79 ended in a referendum in 
which the government used all available means to retain the status 
quo. The people's uprising of 1990 was aborted by granting the 
system of partial democracy. Thus, all these movements have ended 
without achieving the goals of the Nepali people. Having said that, 
although there was only a partial democracy in the state, since 1990 
people were allowed to organize and express their views openly. 
There is no doubt that the Maoists took full advantage of those 
political privileges in different areas of their revolutionary work. In 
this context, the system itself created an environment where new 
public meanings favourable to the Maoist insurgency could emerge.

	 Hence, these structural inequalities created by rulers and 
elites have made an environment conducive for the emergence of 
the CPN (Maoist) insurgency as well as highlighting the importance 
and its meaning to the people of Nepal. At the same time, under 
the instruction of the multi-party government of 1995, the police 
forces carried out an operation, code named 'Romeo', to suppress the 
Maoists of Rukum and Rolpa. Police killed many poor farmers and 
peasants and raped their mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters. In 
regard to this, Karki and Seddon (2003) wrote: 

During Operation Romeo in 1995, the police were 
particularly violent and even barbaric in operations in the 
mid-western hills. They treated everyone as a potential 
Maoist and many innocent people were arrested, ill-treated, 
tortured and killed almost randomly. 

Many poor villagers left their villages for India and young boys and 
girls joined the CPN (Maoist). The remaining fathers and mothers 
became supporters and provided shelter to the Maoist fighters. Thus, 
the local people became more politically aware because of police 
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oppression, rather than the Maoists' education, and joined the CPN 
(Maoist) insurgency. This gave a clear public meaning to the people. 

Findings and discussion 
The findings and discussion section has been divided into three 
phases, such as 1996 - 1999 as the first phase, 2000 - 2006 second 
phase, and 2006 - 2020 as the third phase. The First Phase 1996 
– 1999: Findings and Discussion In the process of initiating the 
insurgency, the newly formed CPN (Maoist) declared its People's 
War to establish a new democracy in the country. On 4th February 
1996, the party submitted the 40 point demands to the government 
with the warning of armed struggle if the government ignored it. 
However, the government did not take the Maoist demands seriously. 
Consequently, on 13th of February 1996, the CPN (Maoist) declared 
'people's war' and launched attacks with knives and homemade guns, 
in Sindhuli (eastern Nepal), Gorkha (central Nepal) and Rukum and 
Rolpa (western Nepal). They attacked the Agriculture Development 
Bank in Gorkha; seized the loan papers signed by the farmers and 
the land registration certificates (lalpurja) and returned them to the 
respective farmers. The Maoist attacked police posts in Rukum, 
Rolpa, and Sindhuli. 

	 In the period between 1996 and 1999, the Maoist carried 
out several operations throughout the country. They successfully 
captured weapons from the Nepal Police Forces and established 
guerrilla zones. The party demonstrated the existence of the central 
military commission. According to the Nepal National Intellectuals' 
Organisation (NNIO) (1997) which analysed the Maoist efforts used 
for various purposes, “the Maoist carried out 80% publicity, 15% 
destruction and 5% other activities." The CPN (Maoist) carried 
out 80% publicity to create public meaning at a local, national, 
and global level. Besides, a special issue of Mulyankan (1997:6-
11) was issued with the front cover “Kasto Rahyo 'Janyuddha' ko 
Ek Barsa? (How was the One Year of 'People's War'?), Maobadi 
'Janayuddha' ko Ek Barsa ko Samikchha (Review of the One Year of 
Maoist 'People's War'"). It had published articles covering all-round 
activities of the CPN (Maoist). Most of the writers, commenters, and 
reviewers were leftist political leaders, think tanks, and academics. 
One or two were from other schools of thought. The editorial of 
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the special issue explained that “this one year of guerrilla warfare 
movement has achieved to establish the CPN (Maoist) as a distinct 
and different political entity in the Nepali politics." In the review, 
General Secretary of the CPN (UML) Madhav Kumar Nepal said, 
“we do not agree with the current movement of the CPN (Maoist) 
as this is heading in the opposite direction of the 'New People's 
Democracy'" DFID (2003). Another renowned communist leader, 
Comrade Mohan Bikram Singh, the Party General Secretary of CPN 
(Mashal) commented, “the CPN (Maoist)'s struggle is an immature 
and childish activity" Sharma (2003). Academics, writers, and other 
political leaders had also expressed their views in a similar way. 
However, Comrade Prachanda, the General Secretary of the CPN 
(Maoist) stated, “the first year of the 'People's War' for freedom 
has remained successful, historical and memorable. More than 70 
Nepali mother's sons and daughters have sacrificed their lives since 
the commencement of the 'People's War' last year". This publicity 
definitely played a vital role in creating public meaning of insurgency 
and the speed of the struggle had accelerated. To control the CPN 
(Maoist) movement, the government decided to table a terrorist bill 
at the parliament. Regarding this, the editorial of Mulyankan, Himal 
Khabarpatrika (1999a) wrote: 

The government has tabled a new terrorist bill in the 
parliament to suppress the Maoists but those who have 
decided for 'do or die' are not affected by this bill. Instead, it 
will create more terror and people will become fed up with 
the government and join the Maoist insurgency.

 As mentioned above, on the one hand, the government carried out 
an operation called 'Kilo Sierra Two' across all the Maoist-affected 
areas of the country in order to stop Maoists from spreading further. 
On the other hand, the Maoists revolution had accelerated and the rate 
of joining into the 'revolution' had jumped. Similarly, local, national 
and international media reporting had unexpectedly increased 
to cover the news of the conflict. Talk and tale on the insurgency 
started to spread across the nation. People became interested in 
knowing about the insurgency. They were more and more interested, 
the media coverage became ever more extensive, and knowledge 
about the Maoists and their insurgency became more widespread. 
According to DFID, Himal Khabarpatrika (1999b) “hundreds of 
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innocent civilians were reported killed, tortured and raped by police 
during 'Kilo Sierra Two' operations". Sharma (2004) writes, “The 
Maoists demonstrated their strength by carrying out simultaneous 
attacks in twenty-five districts on the night of 22 September 
1999." From August until December in 1999, Himal Khabarpatrika 
published a series of articles in relation to the CPN (Maoist)'s 
insurgency such as “Maobadi and Congress" by Gaunle (1999), 
“Three questions related to the Maobadi" by Jayaprakash Ananda 
[26], “Maobadi problem or Solution" by Bhattarai (2003a). Gaunle 
(1999) wrote, “The Nepali Congress Central Committee spent long 
hours discussing the statement issued by the CPN (Maoist) which 
says 'historical necessity of the joint revolutionary government of 
nationalists and communists forces'." In a similar way, Mulyankan 
(2002) wrote : 

The Maoist insurgency has reached four years of age. 
During this time more than 1,000 people have been killed. 
On the one hand, the government is trying to suppress the 
insurgency by introducing the operation called “The Jungle 
Search". In the name of this operation, more than dozen 
people have already been killed. On the other hand, the 
CPN (Maoist) has recently announced the strategy of the 
establishment of base areas. 

The statement above clearly indicates the CPN (Maoist) insurgency's 
height and meaning during the periods of the late 1990s. Media, 
journalists, writers, academia, politicians, and civil society activists 
started to take even more notice. About this, Sharma (2004) wrote: 
Prior to 1995, few people were aware that the Communist Party 
of Nepal (Maoist) was one of the dozens of communist parties 
that existed in Nepal. Press releases issued by the Maoist leader 
Prachanda (a.k.a. Pushpa Kamal Dahal) were largely ignored by the 
media; even when his statements were printed, they did not enjoy a 
wide readership. By late 2001, things had changed to such an extent 
that each and every word that came from Prachanda attracted a 
tremendous amount of interest and speculation amongst all sections 
of Nepali society. 
	 Further, the following section explores the public meaning 
that was created by the insurgency and the role played by the Media 
in it between the period of 2000 until 2006. 
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The second phase 2000 – 2006- findings and discussion 
The CPN (Maoist) stepped up the scale of attacks from the year 
2000. For example, they overran the headquarters of Dolpa district 
on the 25th of September 2000. This was the first historic large-scale 
attack carried out since the declaration of the people's war in 1996. 

	 In the meantime, the Government started debating at the 
parliament for uses of military force against the Maoist insurgency. In 
this context, the editorial of Himal Khabarpatrika (2004) expressed: 

	 On the one hand, the Maoists have accelerated the revolution 
by spreading their control in one third of the Districts of the country. 
On the other hand, the Government has started debating on 'the uses 
of the existing military force or the formation of a paramilitary force' 
in order to fight against the Maoists revolution. 

	 There were some in favour and some in opposition to 
the motion that was debated by the Government. The editorial 
Himal Khabarpatrika (2004) argued, “It is undemocratic to say the 
Government and the Prime Minister do not have authority to use the 
military force of the state when it is needed." 

	 In regards to the uses of the Army to suppress the Maoists, 
Jhalanath Khanal, one of the leaders of the CPN (UML) stated his 
argument in his article published in Himal Khabarpatrika (2004) in 
the following way even after the Dolpa attack: 

The Royal Nepal Army (RNA) is an integral part of 
the Government and it comes under the control of the 
Government. Therefore, on recommendation of the 
Security Council, the Government can use the RNA when 
the circumstances arise. In the case of the CPN (Maoist) 
problem –this is political and needs to be solved by political 
means such as table talk (negotiation) in order to achieve a 
productive and healthy solution. 

Editorial of Mulyankan (2001) wrote, “If the Government really 
wants to solve the Maoist problem, it needs to find the root causes 
of the insurgency in order to solve the problem by negotiation 
and roundtable talk." For negotiation “The ball is in the court of 
the Government" Jwala (2002). Sharma (2003) writes, “Much had 
changed in the Nepalese political situation since the Dolpa operations 
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of the Maoists". After Dolpa attack, for the first time, there was direct 
contact between the government and the Maoists. This was a clear 
indication of the recognition of the CPN (Maoist) power and the 
creation of public meaning. As regards to this, Mulyankan (2004) 
wrote, “The current politics of Nepal are revolving around the issues 
raised by the Maobadi". 

	 Towards the end of 2000 and during early 2001, “the 
CPN (Maoist) announced its alternative government in three 
districts namely: Rukum, Salyan and Jajarkot of West Nepal. This 
announcement created an upheaval in Nepali mainstream politics" 
Himal Khabarpatrika (2004a). One after another, on the 25th of 
February 2001, the CPN (Maoist) announced its new doctrine, 
'Prachanda Path', a distinctive Maoist ideology adapted for the 
context of Nepal. Sharma (2003) explained 'Prachanda Path' in the 
following way: 

	 'Prachanda Path' has the flexibility to provide the CPN 
(Maoist) with an avenue to escape from becoming mired in 
communist fundamentalism. … Keeping in mind the new changes 
the world is experiencing, none of the proletariat revolutions of the 
past was deemed to be as appropriate as 'Prachanda Path' in the 
Nepali context. 
	 The 'Prachanda Path' was a blend of Mao's model of a 
protracted people's war with the Marx-Lenin's theory of general 
armed revolution and contextualised into the Nepali context. 
Gautam (2001) argued “there are no ideological, philosophical 
and political bases to become a Path". In this sense the 'Prachanda 
Path' only encourages worship of the individual or personality cult 
(byaktipuja). Despite criticism, they had claimed their objective had 
been adopted in accordance with their new guiding principle, which 
was 'to consolidate and expand base areas and move forward and 
toward a people's government in the centre'. 
	 The Maoists demonstrated their power carrying out a half 
dozen attacks in April 2001 at Rukum, Rukum Kot, Naumule, and 
Dailekh killed 70 policemen. They abducted 69 police from Holeri, 
Rolpa on 12 July 2001, as reported by both Himal Khabarpatrika 
and Mulayankan. 
	 The government and the Maoists declared a ceasefire on 
22 July 2001. The first round of peace talks took place between 
the government and the Maoists on 30 August 2001, followed by 
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second and third rounds on 14 and 13 November 2001, respectively. 
The Maoists were dissatisfied with the government and ended the 
four-month long ceasefire with well-coordinated attacks throughout 
the country including on the Royal Nepal Army (RNA) on 23 and 
25 November 2001. About the attack, Mulyankan commented, 
“the CPN (Maoist) made mistake calling off smoothly progressing 
negotiation, and by attacking Nepal Army camps." Jwala added 
“The country is suffering from this mistake." The government 
declared a 'state of emergency', denounced the CPN (Maoist) as a 
'terrorist organisation' and proclaimed the entry of the RNA into 
the conflict on 26 November 2001. That meant the Maoist armed 
force, the People Liberation Army (PLA) had to fight with three 
different types of government armed forces i.e. RNA, Armed 
Police Forces (APF) and ordinary Police Forces (PF). Since the 
government's declaration, most of the nation's development budgets 
had been channelled into the armed forces for the purpose of arms 
and ancillaries. Both the Government and Maoists were committed 
to war. The development process of the nation was completely at 
a standstill. By that time, more than 8,000 people had already lost 
their lives. For these very reasons, the battle between the Nepali 
Armed Forces and CPN (Maoist) PLA had gone beyond the stage of 
conflict and entered the stage of war i.e. 'Civil War'. In the war, the 
PLA carried out offensive manoeuvres and the government armed 
forces were in defensive position. In the course of PLA's offensive 
manoeuvres, the PLA attacked: 

1. 	 Two telecommunication security camps, Ratmate and 
Kaprukot on 7 and 8 December 2001, respectively. 

2. 	 Bhakundebeshi Area Police Office (APO) on 5 February 
2002. 

3. 	 Sanphebagar Airport on 16 February 2002. 

4. 	 Mangalsen, Lalbandi, on 11 April 2002. 

5. 	 Satbaria APF and Lamahi, Barpak APOs on 17 April 2002. 

6. 	 Army camps namely: Gam, Lisne, Khara, Damachaur and 
Chainpur in the month of May 2002. 

In addition to the above list, the Maoists carried out two attacks 
in September 2002, one in October 2002, two in November 2002 
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and one in December 2002. Their targets were police posts to army 
garrisons and domestic airports to district headquarters. The Inspector 
General of the Armed Police Force, his wife and bodyguards were 
shot dead in the capital city, Kathmandu at the beginning of the year 
2003. Apart from this, 2003 was mainly occupied by the process of 
negotiation and was less violent. However, minor battles took place. 
The government realised that the Maoist problem was not as simple 
as the incumbent prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba had initially 
thought, when on 4 February 1996, Dr Bhattarai handed over the 
40-point agenda to him. Thus, the Deuba government of 2003 set 
up a 'High-Level Committee' to provide suggestions to solve the 
Maoist problem under Sher Bahadur Deuba in early 2003. Deuba 
had considered the Maoist's 40-point agenda as meaningless back 
in 1996. However, it succeeded to become meaningful and able to 
create public meaning at local, national, and global level. In the end, 
these negotiations also failed. 

	 In March 2004, two consecutive large-scale successful 
attacks were carried out by the Maoists in Bhojpur and Myagdi. In 
addition, dozens of small-scale attacks and ambushes were carried out 
by the Maoists in different parts of the country. Himal Khabarpatrika 
reported “Maobadi top ranking leaders are freely roaming around 
in their declared base areas." The CPN (Maoist) claimed 80 per 
cent of the country was in their control. They were popular with the 
mass public. Mulyankan stated, “Maobadi do not attack public and 
friends." Himal Khabarpatrika expressed a different view: 

The whole Nepali and world community think the Maoists 
are a group who are using terror, killing and destructive work 
to capture the state power. In fact, the majority do not like 
Maoists' inhuman activities in the name of the revolution. 

Besides positive and negative criticism, Maoists had to face 
ideological war within the party members. Intra members' 
ideological war is sometimes more dangerous than external war. 
In 2005, “Dr Baburam Bhattarai and other high-ranking members 
were disciplined and kept in the so called 'People's Prison' as they 
opposed the notion of upgrading 'Prachanda Path - Prachanda Way' 
to 'Prachandabad –Prachanda-ism' Upreti (2008). 
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The third phase 2006 – 2020- findings and discussion 
The above positive and negative articles, news and views of that 
time have given a clear indication of the public meaning of the 
Maoist insurgency. For example, editorial of Himal Khabarpatrika 
wrote about the Maoists telling them to “give up atrocity and take 
part in the government" and a similar appeal made by the political 
parties and the people, which was a clear acknowledgement of the 
CPN (Maoist)'s political power. Taking into consideration of the 
public recognition, Chairman of the CPN (Maoist) made the party 
policy public by releasing a press statement about the intention of 
the Maoist to join and support the Seven Party Alliance (SPA)'s 
movement to restore democracy, which was seized by the king on 4th 
of October 2002. Nepali Congress (NC), UML and other democratic 
forces known as SPA were on the street carrying out the movement. 
Upreti highlighted the agreement process of SPA and CPN (Maoist) 
and their further action plan in the following way: 

CPN (Maoists) and the SPA leaders reached an agreement in 
New Delhi on 19 March 2006 and agreed to coordinate their 
plan for a nationwide general strike. CPN (Maoists) not 
only declared unilateral ceasefire on 3rd of April 2006 and 
called a halt to all offensive operations by it in the district 
headquarters and ... lifted the indefinite transportation 
blockade they had imposed on Kathmandu ... these 
steps were necessary for making the people's movement 
successful. Once, the SPA and the CPN (Maoists) agreed 
to hold the constituent assembly elections, restructure 
the state, and to decide the fate of the monarchy by the 
constituent assembly meeting, public support for the 
movement suddenly increased and the mass came on to 
the streets. Prachanda issued several statements against the 
royal takeover and expressed his commitment to support the 
political parties to restore democracy. 

On joining the CPN (Maoist) with the SPA, the mode of the 
'People's Uprising – Janaandolan II' had flared up which made the 
King step down from the absolute power and later the 240-year-old 
monarchical institution was abolished by the Peoples' Parliament. It 
is clear that the whole Media world including Himal Khabarpatrika 
and Mulyankan played a vital role in creating 'Public Meaning' of 
the Maoist insurgency in the emergence and growth. This public 
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meaning became power at the local and national level politics. The 
SPA and the CPN (Maoist) restored democracy, formed Constitution 
Assembly (CA), endorsed interim constitution, abolished 240-year-
old monarchical rule and the Hindu Kingdom, and declared the 
secular Federal Republic of Nepal in 2008. The country spent 
almost a decade in writing an inclusive constitution as per people's 
wish was finally promulgated in 2015. The constitution ratification 
process is in progress, not completed yet. 
	 The constitution of Nepal 2015 divided the country into 
seven provinces. The province executive head is Chief Minister, 
elected by the province parliament and the ceremonial head is the 
governor appointed by the centre. Nepal Communist Party (NCP) is 
the ruling party winning the 2017 election with a two-thirds majority. 
The government is endorsing and ratifying the constitution aiming 
to achieve prosperity and happiness in the country. However, people 
are not receiving their expectation from the government and are not 
satisfied with the performance of the government as well. Especially 
the family members of Maoist fighters who sacrificed their lives 
(Plate 45.2) and got injured and disabled are facing miserable life. 
Party leaders are in power and spending lavish life and forgot their 
past days, comrades and promises. 

Plate 45.2: A dead body of forgotten Maoist fighter on the footrest of 
a rickshaw
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Conclusion 
The civil war launched by the CPN (Maoist) in 1996 to bring 
people's democracy ended up in 2006 with the death toll over 
13,000 people. It took a similar length of time in the peace process. 
The CA declared the nation as the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Nepal in 2008, ending 240-year-old the Hindu Kingdom ruled by 
monarchism. As mentioned earlier, the people upraised against the 
oppression at first in 1951, and the second time in1990. However, 
both uprisings aborted without achieving goals. FTo deconstruct the 
monopoly, the CPN (Maoist) emerged and launched a war against 
the monarch, corrupted political parties, and oppressors. The Maoist 
party committed not to abort the battle, and compromise with the 
reactionary classes in the middle of the struggle as in the past. 
Besides, the Maoist stated that the armed struggle would be away 
from petty-bourgeois, narrow nationalist, religion-communal, caste 
influence, and interferences. The struggle would not distort until the 
oppressed and marginalised people capture the state power. There is 
no question, the people's war led to very substantial changes in the 
structure of the country, in the system of governance, politics, social 
organisation, and inter-group relations. However, at the end, the 
struggle ended up as it was in the past, not fully achieving its goals. 
Besides, oppressed, and marginalised people, war-wounded, and 
disabled former People Liberation Armies (PLA) are suffering from 
hands to mouth (bread and butter) problem. Parents and relatives of 
those were killed in the people's war are suffering from anxiety and 
psychological trauma. Continue medical treatment of injured PLA 
soldiers and welfare are beyond imagination as the government and 
leaders are not interested in these matters.

Notes:
A version of this paper originally appeared in the Anthropology 
and full reference is: Chandra K. L. (2020) An Anthropological 
Study of the Role of Maoist Insurgency in the Creation of Federal. 
Anthropology, 8(6)222.

doi-10.35248/2332-0915.20.8.222
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dfcf]jfbL ;]gfsf] Joj:yfkg

8f= rGb| nS;Daf

dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/x¿ jf:tjd} ;]gf x'g < s] tL;Fu /fli6«o ;]gfdf ;fd]n x'g] 
of]Uotf 5 < ;/sf/L ;]gfdf ;dflxt ul/of] eg] clxn]sf dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/n] 
ef]ln /fli6«o ;]gfsf ¿kdf kIfkft/lxt Jofj;flos wd{ lgefpnfg\ < clg 
b'O{ km/s k[i7e"ldsf ;]gflarsf] ;DaGw Toltv]/ s:tf] xf]nf < oltv]/ w]/} …
lj1Úx¿ oL k|Zgdf 3f]lTnO/xsf 5g\ / w]/}sf] pQ/ gsf/fTds 5 .

	 klxnf] k|Zg xf], dfcf]jfbL hg;]gf k"0f{ ;]gf xf] ls xf]Og < Pp6f 
Jofj;flos ;}lgs / dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/df km/s kSs} 5 . Jofj;flos ;]gfdf 
Pp6f o'jfsf] k|j]z ;a}eGbf klxn] 5ftL / lk8'Fnfsf gfk lbP/ xG5 . zf/Ll/s 
¿kdf ;Ifd ;fljt ePkl5 p;n] Jojl:yt tflnd k|fKt u5{ / aNn df]rf{df 
vl6G5 . t/, Pp6f dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/n] klxn] ljrf/ af]s]sf] xf], To;kl5dfq 
aGb's . t/ ;]gf x'g of] klxnf] / clGtd dfkb08 xf]Og .

	 /fhgLlts cf:yfsf csf]{ kf6f] klg 5 . g]kfnL ;]gfdf oltv]/ 
ltgLx¿ g} b'O{ ltxfO{ ;+Vofdf 5g\, hf] )$^ ;fnkl5 etL{ ePsf x'g\ . ;a}nfO{ 
yfxf 5, )$^ sf] /fhgLlts kl/jt{gnuQ} g]kfnL ;dfhsf] olt ulx/f] / 
;j{JofkL kf6L{s/0f eof] ls ´G8} ;a}h;f] g]kfnL s'g} g s'g} kf6L{sf -sf]xL 
sf]xL t ;b:otf /l;b afF8\g cfpg] hlt ;a}sf_ ;b:o lyP . )$^ kl5 
zfxL ;]gfdf etL{ ePsf clwsf+z o'jfn] sfFu|]; jf sDo'lg:6 eP/ lgjf{rg 
cleofgx¿df ;lqmo ;xeflutf hgfPsf jf sDtLdf /fhgLlts cf:yfsf 
cfwf/df s'g} Ps kf6L{nfO{ dtbfg u/]sf lyP . t/, ;]gfdf k|j]zkl5 ltgn] 

$^
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Tof] cf:yfnfO{ kvfn]sf] b]lvof] . To;}n] dfcf]jfbLsf xsdf klg cfzf ug]{ 
7fpF afFsL 5 .

	 csf]{ k|Zg, dfcf]jfbL ;]gfsf] of]Uotf;Fu ;DalGwt 5 . dfcf]jfbL 
5fkfdf/df hghflt, dlxnf / blnt a9L 5g\ . tL /fHon] ;a}eGbf a9L pk]Iff 
u/]sf ju{af6 cfPsf xg\ . tLdWo] clwsf+z;Fu ;/sf/L ;]gfdf cfjZos 
dflgg] Go"gtd z}lIfs k|df0fkq 5g\ . ltgn] ;/sf/L ;]gfsf] h:tf] Jojl:yt 
tflnd klg kfPsf 5}gg\ . ltgn] h] l;s], ;'ljwf;DkGg tflnd s]Gb|x¿df 
xf]Og, c;dfg o'4 d}bfgx¿df l;s] . dfcf]jfbLsf sdfG8/x¿n] klg k"j{ 
zfxL ;]gfsf sdfG8/x¿n] ´}F ;+;f/sf >]i7 ;}lgs ljZjljBfno jf tflnd 
s]Gb|x¿df o'4sf}zn / /0fgLltsf] cf}krfl/s lzIff kfPsf xf]Ogg\ . dfcf]jfbL 
5fkfdf/ / ;/sf/L ;]gfsf] csf]{ km/s s] xf] eg] 5fkfdf/x¿n] n8]/ o'4 l;s] 
ha ls ;/sf/L ;]gfnfO{ o'4sf}zn l;sfP/dfq o'4df k7fOPsf] lyof] . 	

	 Jojl:yt tflnd kSs} dxŒjxLg s'/f xf]Og t/ Pp6f k"j{ ;}lgssf 
¿kdf d]/f] cg'ejn] s] eG5 eg] s'g} lghfdtL sd{rf/L / l;FkfxLsf of]Uotfsf] 
dfkb08 cln km/s x'G5 . To;f] x'Fb}gYof] eg] clzlIft, b'lgofFaf/] c;fWo} 
sd hfgsf/L ePsf uf]vf{nLx¿n] ;+;f/sf] o'4lj1fgdf olt uf}/jdo 7fpF 
agfpg] lyPgg\ . xf], ;a} dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/ ;]gf xf]Ogg\ / dfcf]jfbL cfkm}Fn] 
klg ltgnfO{ ldlnl;of / ;]gfsf ¿kdf juL{s/0f u/]sf 5g\ . pgLx¿n] …;]gfÚ 
dfg]sfdWo] klg y'k|};Fu /fli6«o ;]gfdf x'g'kg]{ Go"gtd of]Uotf gx'g ;S5 . t/ 
dfcf]jfbLsf] d'Vo ;}lgs ;}Golj1fgsf] lx;fan] ;]gf g} xf] . l;kfxL cflv/ 
o'4sf k|of]uzfnfaf6 hGdG5 . o'4 g} l;FkfxLsf] ljBfno / k/LIff xf] . 
dfcf]jfbLn] b; jif{ nfdf] o'4df Tof] k/LIff lbO;s]sf 5g\ .

	 dfcf]jfbL ljb|f]xsf b; jif{df d'n'sn] hgwgsf] 7'nf] Iflt a]xf]¥of] . 
Tof] ljb|f]xsf cfly{s, /fhgLlts / ;fdflhs kIfaf/] ljleGg sf]0faf6 
ljleGg ts{ ug{ ;lsPnf . t/ ;}Golj1fgsf b[li6n] oL b; jif{sf] s]xL /fd|f 
kIf klg 5g\ . b; jif{sf] of] o'4n] g]kfnL ;dfhnfO{ 7'nf] 3fp lbPsf] xf]nf 
t/ o'4lj1fgsf] lx;fan] Tof] cg'ej Pp6f k'FhL xf] .

	 g]kfnsf] dfcf]jfbL 5fkfdf/ o'4sf] cWoog ug{ ;+;f/sf ljleGg 
b]zaf6 yk 6f]nL g]kfn k'u]sf lyP . cd]l/sfn] t ;;fgf If]qLo PsfO{ g} u7g 
u/]sf] lyof] . a]nfotaf6 klg Pp6f 6f]nL vl6Psf] lyof] . blIf0f / blIf0fk"jL{ 
Pl;ofsf o:t} k|s[ltsf 5fkfdf/ cfGbf]ng bafpg s'g} a]nf a]nfotn] 
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uf]vfnLx¿nfO{ k|yd k+lQmdf ptf/]sf] lyof] . adf{ -ca DofGdf_ / dnfofsf 
sDo'lg:6 5fkfdf/x¿nfO{ d"ntM uf]vf{nL ;}lgsn] g} bafPsf lyP . ltg}sf 
b]zdf olt 7'nf 5fkfdf/ o'4 klZrdfx¿sf nflu Pp6f cfZro{ lyof] . xfd|} 
a]nfotL sdfG8/x¿ xfdLnfO{ ;f]Wy], …of] s;/L ;Dej eof] <Ú

	 dfcf]jfbLn] ;}Go lj1fgsf b[li6n] cfkm"nfO{ Pp6f ;Ldf;Dd of]Uo 
;fljt u/] . ;+;f/s} b'bf{Gt dflgg] >Ln+sfsf tldn 5fkfdf/nfO{ ef/tn] ;'?df 
Jojl:yt tflnd / xltof/ lbPsf] lyof] . ;f]leot ;+3n] ckmuflg:tfgdf 
s7k'tnL ;/sf/ u7g u/]kl5 cd]l/sf, o'/f]k, c/a ljZj, kfls:tfg / 
rLgn] ;d]t d'hflxl2gx¿nfO{ tflnd, xltof/ / wg pknAw u/fPsf lyP . 
leotgfdsf sDo'lg:6 5fkfdf/x¿nfO{ Toltv]/ ;dfhjfbL ljZjn] ;a} 
;xof]u lbPsf] lyof] . t/ g]kfnL dfcf]jfbLsf] xsdf o:tf] s'g} ;x'lnot 
lyPg .

	 bf]>f] ljZjo'4kl5 5fkfdf/x¿n] zq' kIfnfO{ bafa l;h{gf ug{ k|foM 
cfTd3ftL cfqmd0fx¿ ub}{ cfPsf 5g\ / ltgn] le8x¿nfO{ lgzfgf agfP/ 
cfdxTof klg dRrfPsf 5g\ . dWok"j{sf xdfh / lxha'Nnfx / >Ln+sfsf 
ln66]dfq xf]Og, sZdL/sf d'l:nd 5fkfdf/ / k"jf]{Q/ ef/tsf n8fsfx¿n] 
o;}nfO{ d'Vo xltof/ agfPsf 5g\ . t/, g]kfnsf dfcf]jfbLn] To;f] u/]gg\ . 
oL b; jif{df pgLx¿n] Pp6f klg cfTd3ftL cfqmd0f u/]gg\ . xf], ltgn] 
k6sk6s gfsfaGbL / g]kfn aGb u/] t/ /fli6«o /fhdfu{ g} cj?4 x'g u/L 
k'nx¿ p8fPgg\ . ofjt Wj+;s} lardf klg pgLx¿n] cft+snfO{ eGbf annfO{ 
a9L hf]8 lbP . ;+;f/sf c¿ 5fkfdf/ o'4eGbf of cln g}lts b]lvG5 .

	 ;/sf/L ;]gf ;a}eGbf klxnf]k6s !! d+l;/ )%* df Aof/]saflx/ 
cfof] . klxnf] jftf{ e+u ePkl5 clg dfcf]jfbLn] bfª / ;Nn]/Lsf] Aof/]sdf 
cfqmd0f u/]kl5 ;+;bn] ;+s6sfnnfO{ cg'df]bg u¥of]  . Toltv]/ ;]gfnfO{ 
;+;bdf /x]sf ´G8} ;a} bnsf] ;dy{g lyof] . cGt/f{li6«o ¿kdf ef/t, rLg, 
cd]l/sf, a]nfot / a]lNhodn] ;d]t cfw'lgs xltof/, tflnd, o'4 /0fgLltsf 
k|lzIf0f / ;Dk"0f{ /fhgLlts ;dy{g k|bfg u/]sf lyP . dfcf]jfbL cft+ssf/L 
;Ë7g 3f]lift eO;s]sf] lyof] / g]tfx¿sf gfddf /]8 sg{/ gf]l6; hf/L 
ul/Psf] lyof] . ;]gfnfO{ ;+s6sfnLg clwsf/ lbOof] . jf:tjdf Toltv]/ 
;/sf/L ;]gf;Fu s]jn cg's"ntf lyP, dfcf]jfbL;Fu s]jn k|lts"ntf . t/ 
o'4d}bfgdf ;]gfn] >]i7tf ;fljt ug{ ;s]g . hg]{nx¿ …xfdLn] vDkf ljb|f]x / 
sfFu|];sf tLgj6f ;z:q qmflGt bafPsf xf}F, dfcf]jfbLnfO{ klg ;o lbgleq 
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bafpF5f}FÚ eGy] . k|x/L / dfcf]jfbLlarsf] o'4sf] ;]gfn] /fd|f] cWoog u/]sf] 
/ dfcf]jfbLsf] o'4 /0fgLltnfO{ /fd|/L a'´]sf] bfaL ul/Psf] lyof] . t/ s]xL 
df]rf{df afx]s ;]gf k|efjsf/L b]lvPg . olQ xf], ;]gfn] dfcf]jfbLnfO{ /fhwfgL 
sAhf ug{ jf :yfoL cfwf/ tof/ ug{ lbPg .

	 zflGt ;}lgssf ¿kdf …?l6gÚ e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{ / zfxL pT;jx¿df 
sjfh v]Ngafx]s kl5Nnf rf/ bzsdf ;]gfn] c¿ s]xL u/]sf] lyPg . zfxL 
;]gfsf] cfly{s hLjg Psbd ckf/bzL{ 5Fb} lyof], c´ klxnf ;+s6sfnsf 
c;Lldt clwsf/n] ;]gfnfO{ :j]R5frf/L klg agfof] . crfgs kfPsf] ;Qfsf] 
:jfbn] ;]gfsf] pkNnf] k+lQmnfO{ xb;Dd dxŒjfsfª\IfL agfof] . Psflt/ 
csd{0otf / e|i6frf/, csf{lt/ ;Qfsf] :jfbn] ;}lgs ;Ë7gnfO{ slt 
ck|efjsf/L t'Nofof] eg] 8]9 nfveGbf a9L ;'/IffsdL{ tL; xhf/ dfcf]jfbL 
5fkfdf/ bafpg c;kmn eP .

	 o'4 lj1fgsf b[li6n] dfcf]jfbL lxF;fn] dfcf]jfbLdfq xf]Og, ;]gf, 
k|x/L / ;z:q k|x/Lsf] o'4 Ifdtf klg a9fPsf] 5 . oL b; jif{df dfcf]jfbLn] 
l;s]sf] 5fkfdf/ o'4 sf}zn klg b]zs} k'FhL xf] . xfd|f] l5d]sL;Fu sy+sbflrt 
xfdLn] ;}lgs k|lt/f]w ug}{kg]{ lj8Dagfk"0f{ cj:yf cfof] eg] o'4sf] xfd|f] z}nL 
klg 5fkfdf/ o'4 g} xf] . To;}n] dfcf]jfbLsf] of] cg'ejnfO{ /fli6«o ;]gfdf 
slt / s;/L ;d]6\g ;lsG5, ;d]6\g'k5{ . Tof] s]jn dfcf]jfbLsf] k'FhL xf]Og . 
cd]l/sL / a]nfotL ;}lgs clws[tx¿nfO{ cfZro{rlst t'Nofpg Tof] o'4–
cg'ejnfO{ xfdLn] vf8L /fi6«df d?e"lddf kf]lvg lbg x'Fb}g . Tof] /fli6«o Iflt 
x'g]5 .

	 cGoyf cy{ gnfuf];\, d]/f] cfzo zfxL ;]gf / ;a} dfcf]jfbL ;]gf 
ufe]/ 8]9 nfv ;]gf tof/ ug{'k5{ eGg] xf]Og . o;n] clxn] / kl5 klg cfly{s, 
/fhgLlts / s'6gLlts ;d:ofdfq Nofpg]5 . g]kfndf olt 7'nf ;+Vofdf 
:yfoL ;]gf cfly{s / Jofjxfl/s¿kdf ;d]t pkof]]uL 5}g . xfdf tLgj6f 
l5d]sL cf0fljs zlQm;DkGg 5g\ . ltgsf lgoldt ;]gfsf ;+Vofdfq ´G8} 
xfd|f] hg;+Vof a/fa/ 5 . k|ljlwsf lx;fan] t pgLx¿;Fu xfd|f] t'ngf ug{ 
vf]Hg' klg xfF:of:kb x'G5 . xfdLn] g pQ/L ;Ldfdf ;}lgs k|lt/Iffsf] sNkgf 
ug{ ;S5f}F, g blIf0fdf . To;}n] g]kfnnfO{ aL; xhf/eGbf a9L lgoldt ;]gf 
cfjZos g} 5}g . Ps ;}lgsnfO{ kfNg ;|f]tn] ´G8} tLgj6f cWofks /fVg 
k'U5 . uflj;df x]Ny cl;:6]G6 k7fpg /fHo;Fu k};f 5}g . sltko ljBfnodf 
b/aGbL k'u]sf] 5}g . ah]6 eg] Aof/]sdf afn'jfdf kfgL ´}F v]/ hfg] l:ylt 5 .
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	 ;+;f/d} cfh;Ddsf cfd lgod s] xf] eg] k|To]s o'4sfndf ;]gfsf] 
;+Vof a9\5 / zflGtsfndf 36\5 . g]kfndf klg clxn] ;/sf/L ;]gfsf] h'g 
;+Vof 5, Tof] cfGtl/s o'4sf] kl/0ffd xf] . t/, /ftf/ft 7'nf] ;+Vofdf ;]gf 
s6f}tL ubf{ Tof] k|To"Tkfbs x'g ;S5 . dfcf]jfbL ;]gfnfO{ ;d]6\g g;Sbf 
klg b]zel/ c¿ yk …hgtflGqs t/fO{ df]rf{Ú u7g x'g] ;Defjgf 5 . To;}n] 
cGtl/d cjlwsf nflu ;]gfsf] ;+Vof yf]/} a9fpg'sf] ljsNk 5}g . Pp6f 
dfkb08 tf]s]/ dfcf]jfbL hg;]gfsf] Pp6f lx:;fnfO{ /fli6«o ;]gfdf 7fpF lbOof] 
eg] pgLx¿n] cfh]{sf] 5fkfdf/ o'4snfn] klg /fli6«o ;]gfdf 7fpF kfpF5 .

	 /fhfnfO{ k/dflwklt dfg]sf] ;]gfsf] nf]stflGqs ¿kfGt/0f ;Dej 
5 eg] k|r08nfO{ k/dflwklt dfg]sf] ;]gfsf] ¿kfGt/0f rflxF c;Dej 5 
eGg ldNb}g . k]ml/ dfcf]jfbL hg;]gfsf] 7'nf] lx:;f ;]gfdf cfpg tof/ x'Fbf 
klg x'Fb}g . Tof] /fhgLlts dxŒjfsf+Iff af]s]sf] ;d"x xf] . p;sf] …sl/c/Ú 
/fhgLlts xf], ;}lgs xf]Og . To;}n] df]6fdf]6L x]bf{ dfcf]jfbLsf] d'Vo ;}lgs 
kmf];{sf] a9Ldf Ps ltxfO{ lx:;f cyf{t sl/a gf} xhf/eGbf a9L ;]gfdf cfpg] 
klg 5}g .

	 jf:tjdf åGå ;dfwfgdf cfPsf] kl5Nnf] ;d:of ljz]if u/L 
dfcf]jfbLnfO{ x]g]{ b[li6sf]0f;Fu ;DalGwt 5 . dfcf]jfbLsf] /fhgLlts / 
j}rfl/s l:ylt h] eP klg clxn]nfO{ of] s]jn Pp6f kf6L{dfq xf]Og . klxn] 
afx|a'Fb] / kl5 cf7a'Fb] ;D´f}tfsf] ufF7L s'/f s] xf] eg] dfcf]jfbL s]jn 
cf7f}F kf6L{ geP/ j}slNks /fHo;Qf xf] . ;+o'St /fi6« ;+3;Ddn] ;/sf/ / 
dfcf]jfbLaf6 Pp6} a]xf]/fsf t/ a]Unfa]Un} cf}krfl/s kq vf]Hgsf] sf/0f 
klg oxL xf] . g]kfnsf] zflGt :yfkgfsf d"n r'gf}tL oL b'O{ /fHo;Qfsf] 
PsLs/0f xf] . To;}n] gf} xhf/ ;]gfnfO{ /fli6«o ;]gfdf 7fpF lbg sGh':ofOF ul/g' 
x'Fb}g . c¿ c;L xhf/ ;]gfdf tL To;} lanfpg]5g . /, c¿ ;]gf;Fu ltgsf] 
nf]stfGqLs/0f ;Dej 5 .

gf]6 M

of] n]v $ ;]K6]Da/ @))^ df sflGtk'/df k|sflzt ePsf] xf] . ;f] ;dodf 
8f= nS;Daf a]nfotsf ;/] o'lgel;{6Ldf cg';Gwfg/t x'g'x'GYof] .

ii
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Appendix

kl/lzi6

A Selection of Condolence Messages 

Following the sad news of the passing of Dr Chandra Kumar 
Laksamba on 26 January 2021, condolence messages from friends 
and families across the world poured through phones, emails and 
social media messages. There were separate memorial services 
organised by different organisations, including the Centre for Nepal 
Studies UK (CNSUK), Nepal Open University, Lumbini Buddhist 
University, and NRNA UK. Prof. Abhi Subedi, Prof. John Holford and 
Guy Horridge, OBE, and Jit Gurung, who sent us their sympathies, 
have each now contributed an expanded article to this volume.  The 
condolence messages received were too many to include here, and 
below are only a selection of them. These messages are presented 
here as they were received, without editing.
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Message from Dr Durga Bahadur 
Subedi, then Nepali Ambassador to 

the UK
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Message from Professor Surya Prasad 
Subedi, OBE. 

<S.P.Subedi@leeds.ac.uk>
Sent: 26 January 2021 21:18
To: Krishna Adhikari <krishna.adhikari@anthro.ox.ac.uk>
Subject: Sad News
 
Dear Krishnajee,
I was shocked and saddened by the news of the demise of Dr Chandra 
Laksamba. It is a huge loss for the Nepali intellectual community in 
the UK. My condolences to you all associated with CNS UK. Please 
convey my sincere condolences to his family if you get in touch with 
them.
 
With kind regards.

Surya
Professor Surya P. Subedi, QC (Hon), OBE, DCL, DPhil.
School of Law, University of Leeds, United Kingdom.
Membre Titulaire, Institut de Droit International. 
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Message from Deepak Thapa, 
Director Social Science Baha

Wed, 27 Jan. 2021

Dear Krishnaji,
Bandita shared with me your post on Chandraji's passing. That 
came out of the blue and was a real shock. I can imagine what a loss 
it has been for you, and can only wish strength to you. Please pass 
on my condolences to his family. He was a gentleman in every sense 
of the term.

Deepak Thapa
[Director]
Social Science Baha
345 Ramchandra Marg, Battisputali
Kathmandu - 9, Nepal
Phone: 977-1-4472807, www.soscbaha.org
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Message from Nepal Studies Team, 
Cambridge International 

From Nicola Twitchett, Product Manager of Nepal Studies, 
Cambridge International: 

I’m sad as well as shocked, working with Chandra on Nepal Studies 
was a joy. He was so knowledgeable, instinctively knowing the right 
approach to take and with an innate understanding of what it would 
be fair to expect a 16–17-year-old student in Nepal to know. Without 
Chandra Nepal Studies would not have been the success it was. 
Chandra was always so modest about his own achievements, when I 
discovered him on LinkedIn. I realised his immense contribution to 
both the Nepali diaspora in the UK and within academia in Nepal. I 
held Chandra in the utmost respect and always enjoyed his company 
in our meetings in Cambridge. My sympathies go to you, his family, 
about whom he spoke with obvious love. 

From Gale Deeney, Principal Examiner of Nepal Studies 
Paper 1: 

I was fortunate to work with Chandra on Nepal Studies. He was a 
lovely colleague, caring, inspirational and a passionate advocate 
of all things Nepal. He challenged my perceptions, deepened my 
understanding and made me think differently – the hallmarks of a 
great teacher. 
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From Tim Rice, Principal Examiner of Nepal Studies Paper 1:
 
Farewell to a perfect gentleman whose calm but assured manner put 
everyone at ease and whose knowledge of his subject commanded 
everyone’s respect. Chandra’s role certainly ensured that Nepal 
Studies was based on a firm foundation. Our lives were considerably 
enriched by the pleasure of knowing him. Rest in peace Chandra, we 
will miss you.

From Jo Christopher, Setter of Nepal Studies Paper 2: 

I am so sorry to hear about Chandra’s untimely death. I have really 
fond memories of him from our time working together on Nepal 
Studies at Cambridge International. Please accept my sincere 
condolences to you and your family. 

From Stefanie Lotter (SOAS) Academic Advisor: 

My sincere condolences to you on the passing of your loved father 
and husband. Chandra spoke always so fondly of his family and 
his love for you. The warmth with which he spoke makes me only 
vaguely sense how much he must be missed by you now. My heart 
goes out to you and I wish you that time can soften the pain. I have 
enjoyed working with Chandraji immensely over many years and 
have always cherished our short interactions outside work, over 
lunch and coffee discussing Nepal, his house and his dreams. We 
have both shared the same optimism and trust in civil society and I 
have only praise and the deepest gratitude to have known him. 
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Message from Capt. (Retd.) Bishnu 
Prasad Shrestha



374 From Taplejung to Oxford: The Multidimensional Life and Writings of 
Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba



tfKn]h'ªb]lv cS;kmf]8{;DdM 8f= rGb|s'df/ nS;Dafsf]  
ax'cfoflds hLjgL / cfn]vx?

375

Poster of the Memorial Service Organised 
by the CNSUK on 27 February 2021.
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Life of Dr Chandra Kumar 
Laksamba in Photos

;g\ !(^% df cfdf a'afsf] ;fydf l;Ëfk'/df
In Singapore with Mother and Father (1965 CE)

8f= nS;Dafsf afh] af]h"
Grandfather and Grandmother
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;g\ !(*! df lktfsf] ;fydf l;Ëfk'/df .
In Singapore with father (1981 CE)

sf7df8f}Fsf] lkknaf]6l:yt Soflk6n kmf]6f] 
:6'l8of]df >LdtL sNkgf nS;Dafsf] ;fy .
At  Capital Photo Studio, Peepalbot, 

Kathmandu.

tfKn]h'ª s'Ghf/L ufpFdf 8f= nS;Dafsf] hGd3/ .
House in Kunjari, Taplejung, where Chandra was born.
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h]7f] 5f]/f a;Gtsf] ;fy nS;Daf bDktL, ;g\ !(*@ .
Mr and Mrs Laksamba with eldest son, Basanta (1982 CE)

c:sn SofDk;sf] ljBfyL{ hLjgdf ;fyLx¿;Fu .
With ASOCL College friends
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lsof]u Aof/]sdf .
Keogh Barracks - 2002

;;'/f k"j{ dGqL clDasf ;fFjf / ;f;' h;dfof ;fFjfsf ;fydf sfn{ dfS;{sf] ;dfwL xfOu]6, a]nfotdf
With the in-laws, Mr Ambika Sanba and Mrs Jasamaya Sanba at Highgate Cemetery (Karl Marx’s tomb) 
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;g\ @))% df ;/] ljlZjBfnodf ljBfjfl/lw bLIffGt ;df/f]xdf efu lnPkl5 ;'kl/j]Ifs k|f= 
lk6/ hfle{; / k|f= hf]g xf]Nkmf]8{sf ;fydf .

With Prof. Peter Jarvis and Prof. John Holford, PhD supervisors, and Kalpana 
Laksamba, after attending the PhD graduation ceremony at the University of 

Surrey  (2005 CE)

;LPgP; o's]n] !% gf]e]Da/ @))* df cfof]hgf u/]sf] Ps sfo{zfnfdf efu lnPsf  
a]nfotL ljZjljBfnoaf6 bLlIft tyf bIf hgzlQmx¿ .

UK-based university graduates and professional Nepalis after attending the 
CNSUK’s workshop on securing funding and jobs. (Photo. Dr Krishna P. 

Adhikari, 15 Nov 2008.)
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5fof /Iff dGqL s]efg hf]G;nfO{ ;LPgP; o's]sf] uf]vf{ k]G;gaf/]sf] k|ltj]bg x:tfGt/0f ub}{ . 
;fydf /zdf]/ a/f]sf k"j{ d]o/ cn]S; qmf]k|m8{ .

Handing over CNSUK’s report on Gurkha Pensions to Shadow Minsiter 
Kevan Jones, with former Mayor of Rushmoor, Alex Crowford. (Photo. 

Krishna Adhikari (29 March 2013)

/]l8ªdf ;LPgP; o's]sf] uf]vf{ k]G;g k|ltj]bg ;fj{hlgs ub}{, ;f+;b /a ljN;g / cGo .
Releasing the CNSUK’s Gurkha Pensions Policies report in Reading, with 

MP Rob Wilson and others (Oct. 2013)
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uf]vf{;DaGwL lqkIfLo ;ldltn] a]nfotL /Iff dGqL dfs{ nfÍf:6/ / g]kfnL /fhb't 8f= b'uf{ a= 
;'j]bLnfO{ k|ltj]bg a'emfpFb} .

Tripatriate Technical Committee on Gurkha submitting their report to the UK 
Minister Mark Lancaster and Nepali Ambassador Dr Durga B. Subedi, March 

2018.

:of08x:6{l:yt ;}Go tflnd s]G› tyf uf]vf{ ;]jfsf] s]G›Lo sfof{nosf] e|d0fdf  
-@$ gf]e]Da/ @)!$_

At Sandhurst Academy after visiting the Headquaters of Brigade of Gurkhas 
(24 Nov. 2014)
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/zdf]/ a/f] sfplG;ndf ;LPgP; o's]sf] ;fdflhs ultzLntf cWoogsf] glthf k|:t't ub}{ .
Presenting the findings of the Social Mobility research at Rushmoor Borough 

Council Office (2015)

aLgP;Lsf] g]kfn cWoog lbj;df zf]wkq k|:t't ub}{ .
Presenting at the Nepal Study Days (2016)
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sfG5f] 5f]/f axf/sf] bLIffGt ;df/f]xdf .
At younger son Bahar Laksamba’s graduation ceremony.

!$ jif{ sfd u/]kl5 ;LeLSo"cf] 5f8\bfsf] avt labfO{df, lgb]{zs ufO xf]Ohsf ;fydf .
CVQO with Guy Horridge (Director) on his last day at work before 

retirement (2019)
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ljBfyL{ / ;xsdL{x¿sf] ;fydf g]kfn v'nf ljZjljBfnodf .
With students and colleagues at Nepal Open University 5 Apr. 2019.

;LPgP;o's]sf] clGtd kfl/jfl/s e]63f6  -;d/ l/l6«6_ sfo{qmd  -/]l8ª h'nfO{ @)!(_ .
CNSUK's last family gathering (Summer Retreat) programme in Reading 

(July 2019)
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!=cGt]li6 sfo{qmdsf s]xL emnsx¿ .
1. Picture  from funeral programme.

a]nfotsf] lk|mDnLl:yt cfˆg} lgjf;df kl/jf/;Fu dgfPsf] clGtd b;}F -lj=;+= @)&&_. 
The Dasain festival celebrated with family, at own residence in Frimley, UK. 

(2020 CE)
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#= cGt]li6 sfo{qmdsf s]xL emnsx¿ .
3. Picture from funeral procession.

@= cGt]li6 sfo{qmdsf s]xL emnsx¿ .
2. Picture from funeral procession.



Dr Chandra Kumar Laksamba was a remarkable man, who made quite 
a journey in his life. Despite being born in a Gurkha Lahure family in 

remote Kunjari village of Taplejung district, Nepal, he had very different 
dreams to pursue. After completing high school from his native village, he 
came to Kathmandu to join ASCOL College, a premier college in the field 
of science in Nepal. Rather than focusing on science, he got into politics. 
However, as destiny had it, his Lahure heritage was not to be abandoned so 
lightly, and he joined the British Gurkhas. Despite this, Chandra’s interest 
grew more in the academic field than in military leadership. He continued 
his studies in London while still in service and completed a PhD in lifelong 
learning from the University of Surrey. He co-founded the Centre for Nepal 
Studies UK (CNSUK) in 2007, and went on to work, among others, for 
Cambridge International and the University of Oxford, before returning to 
Nepal to teach at Nepal Open University. Chandra took many avatars in 
his life: he was a political activist, a soldier, a Gurkha rights campaigner, 
a community organiser, a journalist, a diaspora leader, a researcher, and a 
professor. He was a beloved husband, father, grandfather, and a friend. In 
every sense of the word he was a gentleman, as well as a tireless fighter. 

I discovered that he was not only charming but also a charming powerhouse. 
His courteous and reserved exterior concealed a man who could and did move 
mountains in pursuit of the causes he worked for.

Prof. John Holford, University of Nottingham

Pp6f b'u{d lhNnf tfKn]h'ªsf] Pp6f lnDa" kl/jf/df hGd lnP/ nfx'/] x'Fb} ljBfjfl/lw 
pkflw k|fKt ug{ ;kmn Pp6f ljåfg\sf] ;fxl;s / dxÎjfsfª\IfL Pjd\ ;ª\3if{zLn 
hLjgL x]bf{ hf] sf]xLsf nflu klg k7gLo Pjd\ dggof]Uo x'g]5 . ca Tof] ;d'bfoaf6 
SoflDa|h / cS;kmf]8{ ljZjljBfnodf k|fl1s sfd ug]{ ljåfg\sf] hGd x'g slt ;do 
kv{g' knf{ < 

– k|f= u0f]z dfg u'?ª, s'nklt, u08sL ljZjljBfno, g]kfn . 
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